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Specialist makes presentation on youth jobs
By Marcelo Gusmão

Staff Writer
mgusmao@turley.com

INDIAN ORCHARD – Lo-
cal residents had the opportuni-
ty to attend a presentation about 
youth work opportunities with 
the Citizens Council’s Youth 
Council.

On Dec. 11, the Youth Coun-
cil welcomed Phylis Gedon, the 
Youth Specialist and Program 
Coordinator at MassHire, for 
a presentation. In a Facebook 
post, Ayanna Crawford, Chief of 
Staff for Representative Orlan-
do Ramos’s office, praised the 
presentation and the work of the 
council.

“Tonight’s meeting was out-
standing, with my dear friend 
from MassHire who shared all 
about youth jobs,” Crawford 
said.

MassHire Springfield Ca-
reer Center offers recruitment 

Submitted photo
Youth Specialist Phylis Gedon was surrounded by members of the Indian Orchard Youth Council.

Ellison appointed as 
new captain at LFD

By Marcelo Gusmão
Staff Writer

mgusmao@turley.com

LUDLOW – At last week’s 
Board of Selectmen meeting, 
the board appointed Zachary El-
lison to Fire Captain, as well as 
conducting other business.

The Dec. 17 meeting began 
with the board accepting the 
resignation of Bill Rosenblum 
from the Mobile Home Rent 
Control Board.

“After considering that there 
could be a possible conflict, I 
decided that I should resign,” 
Rosenblum said.

The board also accepted the 
resignation of Joseph Queiroga 
from the Planning Board, ef-
fective Dec. 31. Select Board 
Member Tony Goncalves of-
fered his “sincere thanks for his 
time.”

“I’m really sad that Joe has 
to retire, he’s been on the Plan-
ning Board since 2007 and he 
was a real serious member of 
that board, he took a lot of time, 

his own personal time,” said 
Goncalves.

Select Board Member Man-
uel Silva asked if the board 
would be asked to appoint an in-
terim member to fill Queiroga’s 
seat. After some discussion over 
whether the alternate would take 
the position, Town Administra-
tor Marc Strange said he would 
seek clarification.

Fire Captain interviews
At last week’s meeting, the 

board conducted interviews to 
appoint a firefighter to the po-
sition of Fire Department Cap-
tain. The board interviewed 
three candidates for the posi-
tion; Ellison, Robert Dooley, 
and David Nally.

Fire Chief Ryan Pease took 
some time to thank the candi-
dates for their work with the 
department. “I don’t usually get 
that opportunity to say thank 
you to all of them at one time,” 
Pease said.

“No one of them was here 

Planning Board holds public
hearing for White St. property

By Marcelo Gusmão
Staff Writer

mgusmao@turley.com

LUDLOW – At the re-
cent Planning Board meeting, 
members voted to continue the 
public hearing about ongoing 
parking violations at a property 
on White Street.

The Dec. 12 meeting began 
with a public hearing on revok-
ing approval of the site plan for 
the White Street property. The 
site was determined to not be 
in compliance with the State 
Building Code.

Background
An emergency meeting 

between the Board of Health 
Director Paulina Matusik, 
Fire Captain Seth Falconer, 
and the owner and renter of 
the property was held on Oct. 
23 to explain the require-
ments to bring the property 
up to code. According to the 
letter from Building Com-
missioner and Zoning En-
forcement Officer BJ Church, 

“nothing was done to start 
this process.”

“The renters continued to 
occupy the dwelling/work on 
property with no certificate 
of occupancy or permit,” read 
Chair Ray Phoenix. “As of 
Nov. 14, a stop work order and 
danger notice is posted to the 
address by the Building Com-
missioner Church.”

The Fire Department pro-
vided a full data incident re-
port, which included dates and 
times along with a narrative, 
which described the depart-
ment’s response to a fire alarm 
activation on the night in ques-
tion.

“Upon our arrival, we could 
hear the fire alarm sounding,” 
the report said. “There was a 
language barrier present, but 
we were able to ascertain that 
there was an electrical problem 
with their coffee maker and it 
started to smoke.”

A pull box had been acti-
vated and the firefighters pres-
ent reset it, but to deactivate 

the alarm itself, it was neces-
sary to access the other side 
of the building, occupied by a 
meat market.

“One of the occupants 
called the landlord and left 
multiple messages,” Phoenix 
read. “With no way to reset 
the fire alarm, (the fire depart-
ment) had to leave it sounding 
until the morning when some-
one came to open the meat 
market.”

Church and Falconer met 
again with the renter of the 
club on Nov. 19 after the Fire 
and Danger Notice/Stop Work 
Order were issued to explain 
the steps to go forward.

The board received corre-
spondence from Health Di-
rector Matusik, who said she 
conducted a pre-op food in-
spection at the prime meat 
market that is the attached 
building, and found it in com-
pliance. Discussion
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ZIGGY
This is Ziggy, the Williams 
family’s dog, and he 
was the best Christmas 
present ever. He loves 
to visit his mom’s work 
friends, dig holes on 
the beach, and get the 
zoomies. Ziggy is a 
great vehicle traveler, 
loves stealing socks and 
swimming, and is an all 
around love bug.

We feature your pets here. 
Is your fur friend a dog, 
cat, chicken, lizard, horse, 
bird, mouse…you get 
the point. Is there a pet 
you’re fostering and trying 
to re-home? All pets are 
welcome! Email a high-
resolution jpg of your pet 
with a little information to 
mgusmao@turley.com.

LIGHT 
A CANDLE
OF LOVE.

Since Christmas is a time for remembering,
we are lighting a candle in our funeral homes

for all the families we have served.

As you enjoy this Christmas season, we hope this
gesture will serve to remind you of the holidays

past and the importance of family.

May the quiet peace of Christmas fill
your heart and home.

64 Sewall Street, Ludlow, MA 01056-3415
413-583-3581 fax: 413-547-8888

email: KapinosMazurFH@aol.com
www.KapinosMazurFH.com

Caring for the Community Since 1932

Proposed changes to Ludlow 
tobacco regulations

LUDLOW— Convenience store own-
ers are condemning the Ludlow Board of 
Health’s proposal to ban the sale of prod-
ucts often used by adult smokers to grad-
ually reduce nicotine consumption over 
time. The Board of Health held a public 
hearing on Tuesday, Dec. 17.

The hearing was about a plan to cap 
nicotine levels of nicotine pouches sold 
in Ludlow. If adopted, this ban would 
stop adult consumers from being able to 
legally purchase nicotine pouches with 
nicotine levels above 6 mg per pouch. 
If approved, the change in local tobacco 
regulations would prohibit local stores 
from selling these products to their adult 
customers who often purchase the less 
harmful nicotine pouches to curb or stop 
their use of traditional cigarettes. Anyone 
who opposes the local prohibition is en-
couraged to speak out at the public hear-
ing.

The retail community and NECSE-
MA, which represents thousands of con-

venience stores across New England, 
oppose the measure for several reasons, 
including: Oral nicotine pouches are con-
sidered less risky products than many 
other tobacco products, and adult con-
sumers are adopting them to replace, 
in whole or in part, their use of tobacco 
products higher on the continuum of risk 
recognized by the FDA.; A cap on nico-
tine levels is an infringement on personal 
choice. 

Many adults use nicotine pouches at 
varying levels as a safer alternative to 
smoking, and capping the nicotine lev-
el could discourage adults from moving 
away from cigarettes to a less harmful 
product.; It does nothing to address un-
der-age youth use of nicotine and tobac-
co products.; Fewer than two out of 100 
(1.8%) youth nationwide report using a 
nicotine pouch in the last 30 days. More 
than three times (6.3%) that number re-
port using marijuana. This plan proposes 
to fix a problem that doesn’t exist.

Available evenings and Saturdays.
Scan today to book a consult!

75 Post Office Park
#7507, Wilbraham

413-675-7570
www.mypoportho.com

100% locally owned and operated

Available evenings and Saturdays.
Scan today to book a consult!

75 Post Office Park
#7507, Wilbraham

413-675-7570
www.mypoportho.com

100% locally owned and operated

Available evenings and Saturdays.
Scan today to book a consult!

75 Post Office Park
#7507, Wilbraham

413-675-7570
www.mypoportho.com

100% locally owned and operated
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Starting Dec. 26, 2024
SelectSelect  HolidayHoliday

CandyCandy &  & SpecialtiesSpecialties
Up To 50% OFFUp To 50% OFF

HolidayHoliday  DecorationsDecorations
Up To 50% OFFUp To 50% OFF

631 CENTER ST., Route 21, Mass Tpke Exit 54 
LUDLOW • 589-7071 • www.randallsfarm.net
OPEN CHRISTMAS EVE 12/24 7AM – 5PM

CLOSED CHRISTMAS DAY
OPEN NEW YEAR’S EVE 7AM – 6PM

CLOSED NEW YEAR’S DAY
OPEN EVERY DAY  7AM – 8PM

 Find us on  Facebook  and YouTube

ALWAYS FRESH AT 

THE BEST FRESH FOR 
YOUR HOLIDAYS!

To All Our Customers & Friends

Randall’s Gift Cards
The Perfect Gift!

Ready For Pick Up
GREAT HOSTESS GIFTS

Snack Attacks, Wine Baskets,
Entertainments & MORE!

Gourmet Gourmet 
Gift BasketsGift Baskets

Happy HolidaysHappy Holidays

FOR NEW YEAR’S CELEBRATIONS

Holiday Food
Call to Order 589-7071

Cocktail Shrimp, Stuffed Mushrooms,
Meatballs, Quiche, Lasagna, 

Deli Platters, Fruit or Veggie Trays, 
Fresh Baked Pies & Desserts

 Craft Beers, Wines, 
Champagnes & Proseccos

Buy 6 Bottles of Wine
Mix & Match ~ Save 10%

For A Sparkling New Year!For A Sparkling New Year!

CelebrateCelebrate
The New Year The New Year 
With Sparkling Fresh FlowerWith Sparkling Fresh Flower
Bouquets & ArrangementsBouquets & Arrangements

Merry Christmas
 Happy New Year&

Santos Barber Shop
Corner of East and (244) 

Hubbard St., Ludlow

A Traditional Barber Shop

     413.583.4042
Joe Santos
Registered Master
Barber Since 1976

Hours: Tuesday - Friday 9-6
Appointments preferred - Give us a call today!

APPOINTMENTS USUALLY AVAILABLE THE SAME DAY – CALL US!

Voice 
or text

(413) 610-1122 • Fax: (413) 610-1126
77 Winsor St., Suite 202, Ludlow

pmarta@martalawoffices.com

Real Estate Transactions
• Refinances
• Equities
• Purchase
• Sales
• Short Sales

LUDLOW—Pioneer Valley Fi-
nancial Group & Ludlow Veterans 
of Foreign Affairs’ hosts its 7th An-
nual First Responders Appreciation 
Dinner. The event will be held on 
Thursday, Jan. 9 from 5 to 7  p.m. 
at the Gremio Lusitano Club in Lud-
low.

The event is held as a way of 
recognizing the dedication of our 
local first responders. It’s a night 
of food, fun, games and prizes. An-
nual chief games will be hosted; a 
friendly competition between de-
partments, toys for all the children 
attending and raffle prizes!

This event is for local first re-
sponders and their families who 
live or work in Ludlow, Wilbraham 
& Hampden, including Police, Fire, 
EMTs, Hampden Country Sheriff’s 
Dept, State Police, Emergency Dis-
patchers and all departments’ retir-
ees. 

There is no registration or charge 
to attend this event. 

If you have any questions, feel 

free to connect with our Community 
Outreach Manager, Katherine Ferri, 
at 413-589-1500.

First Responders Dinner to be held Jan. 9

First responders from last year pose together for a photo.

LUDLOW -Hampden County 
Sheriff Nick Cocchi is warning the 
public of a new phone scam target-
ing travelers. 

In addition to the usual scams 
that continue to disrupt citizens’ 
daily lives, a family member of a 
Sheriff’s Office deputy who was 
traveling abroad reported a new 
variation. The scammer, posing as a 
deputy, asked her to verify her sig-
nature by offering it up at a near-
by electronic terminal. That could 
prove just as dangerous as giving up 
cash. 

“All of these scams are aimed at 
using a fear of being on the wrong 
side of the law to coerce people to 
give up their hard-earned money. 
And we only expect these scams to 

increase as the holidays approach,” 
Sheriff Cocchi said. “Law enforce-
ment will never call you to settle a 
warrant or to solicit money for any 
reason. If you get one of these calls, 
hang up.”  

There also have been reports of 
a new round of a previously used 
scam in which Western Massachu-
setts residents are contacted via 
phone by someone claiming to be 
a Sheriff’s Office deputy. In these 
phone calls reported over the past 
few days, the scammers represented 
themselves as a Hampden County 
Sheriff’s Office deputy who claimed 
the person answering owed money 
for missing grand jury duty. 

The Sheriff’s Office will NEV-
ER conduct such business via tele-

phone or electronic means. If it was 
a serious matter as the scammers 
claim, a uniformed deputy would 
be knocking at your door. Sheriff 
Cocchi warns that even if the phone 
number on the caller ID appears to 
be from a local law enforcement 
agency, it is not legitimate and like-
ly generated via a spoofing service 
on the Internet. 

Legitimate government and law 
enforcement agencies will NEVER 
do business on the phone or by dig-
ital means.  

Sheriff Cocchi is asking mem-
bers of the public who receive such 
messages to hang up and report it to 
their local police department. And it 
you’re reading this, please share the 
message with loved ones.

Hampden County Sheriff Nick Cocchi warns 
public of new scam targeting travelers

Wilbraham Hiking Club
December hikes

WILBRAHAM – The Wilbraham Hiking Club has 
these hikes coming up for December....and, wait! there’s 
more! The Wilbraham Senior Center Hiking Club has 
great hikes, too! For more info and to register for the 
hikes below, contact Jen at the Senior Center, 596-8379

* Tuesday, Dec 31- 9:30 a.m. Arcadia Rolling Mead-
ows, Easthampton

WILBRAHAM– New year, new you! Jenna Elliot, 
founder of The Naked Flower Professional Organizers, 
will lead a workshop at the Wilbraham Public Library 
on Monday, Jan. 6 at 6 p.m. 

This informative workshop will inspire attendees to 
get a jump start on their new year organization goals. 
Learn how to create better habits, utilize your calendar 
and to-do lists more effectively, and find organization 
resources to help you stay on task.

This free event is sponsored by the Wilbraham 
Friends of the Library. Registration is requested as 
space is limited. Sign up at wilbrahamlibrary.org, or call 
the library at 413-596-6141.

Professional Organizer to 
Share Tips at the
Wilbraham Public Library

Family LEGO Challenge 
Build Day

WILBRAHAM - The Wilbraham Public Library 
will be holding a Family LEGO Challenge Build 
Day on Saturday, Dec. 28 at 10 a.m.

Residents are invited to work with their family to 
recreate LEGO designs. There will be both LEGO 
Challenge Cards available to build with, as well as 
LEGO “Free Build”.

Finished LEGO designs will be photographed for 
display in the children’s department following the 
program. 

This program is for children aged five and up, 
with adult supervision. Adults are required to remain 
with their children at all times. 

Call the library at 413-596-6141 or visit www.
WilbrahamLibrary.org to register. 

Storytime at the Wilbraham 
Public Library

WILBRAHAM - Registration is now open for the 
winter session of Storytime at the Wilbraham Public Li-
brary. Join Mrs. B for a fun collection of stories, songs, 
and fingerplays geared for children ages three to six. 

Kids must come in independently and parents/ 
caretaker must wait in the library. Sessions run for six 
weeks. Winter session dates: Thursday January 9, 2025 
to February 13, 2025 at 10 a.m. 

Call the library at (413) 596-6141 or visit www.wil-
brahamlibrary.org to register.
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PNA Lodge 711 hosts Children’s Holiday Party
By Kristin Rivers

Editor
krivers@turley.com

CHICOPEE - The Lodge 711 Polish 
National Alliance of Chicopee hosted a 
Children’s Holiday Party at the Chicopee 
Falls Polish Home on Dec. 15.

The party ran from 1 to 5 p.m. with 
attendees--members of the PNA and their 
families--enjoying raffle prizes, arts and 
crafts, games, a hot cocoa station, making 
holiday cards for elders in nursing homes 
in Chicopee, a Holiday Sweater Competi-
tion, visits with Santa, singing Polish and 
English carols and a classic Polish dinner.

Also among the volunteers were mem-
bers from the National Honor Society at 
Minnechaug Regional High School in 
Wilbraham, with members of the Wilbra-
ham PNA Lodge 3276 also taking part in 
the festivities.

In addition to families from Chicopee 
and Wilbraham and Hampden, families 
from Ludlow and Belchertown and other 
surrounding communities also were in at-
tendance at the event.

Teresa Sherman, financial secretary, 
treasurer and sales representative for the 
PNA Lodge 711, was excited about the 
annual event, sharing it’s also the first 
time the MRHS NHS is volunteering.

“We’re having lots of fun and singing 
and having Polish food,” Sherman said. 
“We couldn’t ask for anything more.”

President Joanne Cebula, who is 
overseeing the event for the first time af-
ter taking over from her father, the late 
Mitchell Nowak--who served for many 
years--explained the PNA is a fraternal 
organization that started in the 1880s “to 
unite Polish immigrants and the commu-
nity to the American society.”

Cebula added the Holiday Party is the 
organization’s major event of the year, 
thanking the Chicopee Falls Polish Home 
for letting them host the event.

“It started with a lot of sports, youth, 
educational groups. There’s also a year-
ly scholarship that they provide,” Cebula 
said. “They also have a publication. They 
have quarterly Zgoda. So, they try to keep 
tradition going. A lot of folk music, danc-
ing, youth sports and dance groups.”

Sherman added the organization also 
supports other nonprofit organizations, a 
member of the Polish American Congress 
in Holyoke and supports the Polish Cen-
ter for Discovery & Learning.

“We try to help where help is needed 
in the community,” Sherman said.

Alexa Sherman, the granddaughter 
of Teresa Sherman, is an NHS member 
and came up with the idea for the annual 
Children’s Holiday Party, enjoying seeing 
the children get the presents from Santa.

“As I grew up, I always came to these 
parties and my grandmother and my 
grandfather would run them. So, I was al-
ways a part of it and I thought it would 
be a good idea to help them set up be-
cause I know it takes a lot for her now as 

she’s gotten older,” Sherman said. “So, I 
thought it would be a good way to help 
give back to my community and help 
NHS be involved with the party.”

Sherman was excited to have NHS 
take part in the event as it provides the 
students an opportunity to give back and 
learn about PNA.

“It helps just give back to our commu-
nities like I’ve been saying and I think it’s 
important to be involved in your commu-
nity and to just help everyone who needs 
help or help people that need more help 
now,” Sherman said. “So, I think with 
helping the Polish National Alliance and 
different communities like that, it helps 
spread holiday cheer and it just assists 
people who need extra help.”

Like her grandmother, Sherman also 
believes in keeping traditions alive.

“It’s important to keep that tradition 
and to keep all of your values as you 
grow up, so you can instill them in your 
family members and things like that,” 
Sherman said. “So, they can grow up 
knowing about their heritage and their 
ethnicity because that’s what this party’s 
about.”

Teresa Sherman wants the community 
to know how much the PNA enjoys hold-
ing this event.

“It’s very heartwarming. It’s a lot of 
work to begin with, but it’s really worth 
it to see everybody having a good time,” 
Sherman said.

Alexa Sherman’s message to everyone 
is the importance of getting together.

“Some of these families may not 
know each other, but when they come to 
this party they may all establish a great 
connection just because of a similarity of 
being Polish or whatever or even just the 
holiday spirit,” Sherman said. “Just com-
ing together and having fun I think that’s 
just great.”

Turley photos by Kristin Rivers

A group of happy children meeting Santa during the Polish National Alliance Lodge 711 Children’s Party Holiday at the Chicopee 
Falls Polish Home on Dec. 15.

Members of the PNA Lodge 711 and members of the Wilbraham PNA Lodge 3276 also 
got to meet with Santa Claus in this fun group photo.

Isabella Strand, Alexa Sherman and Katelynn Pronovost smile in front of the 
Christmas tree. The girls volunteered at the event as part of the National Honor 
Society at Minnechaug Regional High School. 

A shot of families enjoying the festivities.

EARLYEARLY
DEADLINEDEADLINE
In observance of NEW YEAR’S

24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069 • 413-283-8393 • www.turley.com

There will be an EARLY CLASSIFIEDS & 
ADVERTISING DEADLINE for Dec. 30 - Jan. 3.
Place your advertisement no later than

Fri., Dec. 27 Noon
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Welcome to the Ludlow Senior Center 

 

LUDLOW— The calendar is 
packed with many fitness programs, 
entertainment, education sessions, 
and more. Reserve your lunch in the 
Center’s beautiful dining room com-
plete with coffee, tea, and dessert by 
calling a day in advance at 413-583-
3564 (call Friday for lunch on Mon-
day). 

For the full program and activity 
descriptions and general information 
about what a senior center is and does 
go to: Ludlow.ma.us. Seniors can also 
“like” the Ludlow Senior Center on 
Facebook. A paper copy of the Senior 
Scene newsletter is available at the 
Center.

Activities Calendar:
Please register in advance for 

items with*

Wednesday, Dec. 25
Center Closed for Christmas 

Thursday, Dec. 26
9 a.m. Tai Chi
9:30 a.m. Dominos
10 a.m. SHINE Benefits Counsel-

ing*
10:15 a.m. Mindful Meditation*
1 p.m. Mahjong 
2:30 p.m. Active Yoga

*PLEASE register for Boomer 
Boot Camp, Healthy Bones & Bal-
ance, Foot Care, and other programs 
as noted by calling 583-3564

Daily Events:
Café: Monday – Friday 8-11 a.m.
Exercise Room: Monday - Friday 

8 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. Open until 6:30 
p.m. on Tuesday. 

Walking Club: Monday – Friday 
7 a.m. and 8 a.m., leaving from the 
parking lot.

Menu:
Thursday, Dec. 19: Shrimp Scam-

pi/Linguini/Peas
Friday, Dec. 20: Chicken Patty 

Sand/Lettuce & Tom/Chips/Pickle
Monday, Dec. 23: Christmas 

Lunch, Pot Roast/Mashed Pot/Glazed 
Carrots (sorry, sold out)

Tuesday, Dec. 24: No lunch. Cen-
ter Closes at 11:30 a.m. 

Wednesday, Dec. 25: Center 
Closed for Christmas 

Thursday, Dec. 26: BBQ Riblet/
Sweet Pot. Fries/3 Bean Salad

 
Reserve a delicious $2 lunch by 

calling a day ahead. Call on Friday to 
reserve lunch on Monday. 

For allergy concerns, call the Se-
nior Center to ask about ingredients 
at 413-583-3564.

358 Sewall Street, Ludlow, MA  |  413-527-0517

Providing real estate transactions and services, including:
Leasing and landlord-

tenant matters

Short sales

Title research
and correction

www.legacycounsellors.com

Purchases, refinances,
sales, home equity loans

Real estate nominee trusts

Purchase and leasing
of commercial property

Acacio serrazina
Bricklayer/Mason

Masonry by Acacio
Chimneys, Walls and

Other Masonry Specialties

Cell: (413) 433-3238
Home: (413) 543-6773

DR. CHRIS LAVOIE
Lavoie Family Chiropractic

Cell: 413-222-6841
Insurance Not Accepted

Exam & Six Treatments $285

2133 Boston Road, Wilbraham 
413.271.1208 Reservations Recommended

Mon.-Thurs. 11am-9pm • Fri. & Sat. 11am-10pm • Sun. 12-8pm

Experience the Soul of Italy with the freshest 
ingredients, traditional recipes, homemade pasta and desserts.

Ask About Having Your Special Event With Us!

 Via Appia Via Appia
 R I S T O R A N T E

Daily LUNCH 
SPECIALS

Only $10.99
Tuesday PASTA 

NIGHT
20% OFFAny Pasta Dish

Wednesday
PIZZA NIGHT

$12.99
Personal Size Pizza

Happy Hour
 (bar only)

50% OFF Select Apps
Daily 2-5pm & 8-10pm Weekends

OPEN
7 DAYS

$20
OFF

Your Purchase
of $100 or more

Peter Newland
5-8pm

Tuesday, Dec. 31st 
NEW YEAR'S EVE!  

For dinner & 
live music serving 
our regular menu 

plus specials!

Join Us LIVE 
MUSIC

Every Friday & 
Saturday Night

Friday, 12/27
Fred Marion

Saturday, 12/28
Joe Pereira

NEW 
Grinders 
& Pizza

Not valid with any other prmotion or discount.  Limit one per table. 
Discount cannot be applied to alcoholic beverages. Expires 2/28/25.

SPRINGFIELD—In a letter sent to 
Baystate Health and WellPoint, Inc., mem-
bers of the Western Mass Delegation of the 
Massachusetts Legislature have called for 
swift action for both sides to resolve their 
ongoing contract negotiations, emphasizing 
the potential harm to Western Mass residents 
who rely on uninterrupted access to health-
care services.

Wellpoint Insurance said it has been 
unable to renegotiate a contract with the 
region’s largest healthcare provider. Its cur-
rent contract outlining reimbursement rates 
with Baystate expires at the end of the year. 
Baystate Health is poised to stop accepting 
its members as patients after Dec. 31.

In the letter, the delegation underscored 
the importance of protecting patients and 
families from disruptions in coverage that 
could arise if an agreement is not reached 
promptly. The legislators expressed concern 
that unresolved negotiations would force 
many residents to navigate the healthcare 
system without access to in-network ser-
vices. This burden could be particularly dev-
astating for those managing chronic illnesses 
or complex medical conditions.

One of the Legislators urging Baystate 
and Wellpoint to come to an agreement is 
Sen. Jake Oliveira (D-Ludlow), who says 
constituents have been reaching out with 
concerns over the uncertainty surrounding 
their healthcare coverage.

“This is more than a contractual dis-
agreement-it’s a public health crisis in 
the making,” said Oliveira. “Western 
Massachusetts residents should never have 
to choose between financial stability and 
accessing the care they need. We strongly 
urge both parties to work collaboratively 
and resolve this issue with the urgency it 

demands.”
Massachusetts is a national leader in 

healthcare access and quality, and we must 
do everything in our power to uphold this 
standard,” the letter stated. “The potential 
for thousands of families to lose in-network 
access to essential services is simply unac-
ceptable. Our priority must be to protect 
the well-being of patients and families who 
depend on these critical services.

The legislators acknowledged the com-
plexity of contract negotiations, which often 
involve significant financial and operational 
considerations. However, they emphasized 
that these challenges cannot overshadow the 
immediate and long-term consequences for 
patients if a resolution is delayed. The letter 
urged both Baystate Health and WellPoint to 
act with urgency and empathy to find com-
mon ground that prioritizes the needs of the 
community.

The legislators offered their assistance in 
facilitating discussions or providing addi-
tional support to expedite a resolution. They 
warned of the ripple effects that prolonged 
disruptions could have, not only on individu-
al patients but also on the broader healthcare 
system, local economies, and public trust in 
healthcare institutions.

Oliveira emphasized that the stakes are 
particularly high for families in Western 
Massachusetts, who often face unique chal-
lenges such as limited healthcare options in 
rural areas.

“Massachusetts has built its reputation 
as a leader in healthcare through innovation 
and collaboration,” Oliveira said “I am con-
fident that Baystate Health and WellPoint 
can find a resolution that ensures the contin-
ued well-being of the people who trust them 
with their care.”

Legislators push for resolution 
in contract negotiations

Baystate Wing Auxiliary selling
January Lotto calendars

PALMER—The Baystate Wing Hospital 
Auxiliary is currently selling their January 
2025 Lotto Calendars. The one-month cal-
endar, which costs $5 each or 3 for $10. 
Drawings will begin on Feb. 3.

For over 65 years the Baystate Wing 
Hospital Auxiliary has been actively sup-
porting local healthcare through its spon-
sorship of special events and sales from the 
Baystate Wing Hospital Gift Shop located 
on the first floor of the hospital.

The calendars are on sale at the Baystate 
Wing Hospital gift shop. Funds raised by 

the annual Lotto Calendars support the 
Auxiliary’s scholarship program and their 
philanthropic efforts that benefit Baystate 
Wing Hospital. 

Whether looking for something special 
for a patient, a gift for a special occasion, 
or an item for the home, the Baystate Wing 
Hospital Gift Shop offers many unique, 
hand-selected items. 

For more information about the Lotto 
Calendar visit the gift shop located on the 
first floor of the hospital or call 413-370-
8169. 

 Are you having difficulty communicating 
with your partner, struggling with 

boundaries, and healthy relationships? 

We invite you to join us 
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
 to explore these topics and more. 

This group will be held in zoom, is 
educational, confidential, and free. 

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.
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OPINION

Snowy owl

Snowy owls have already been spotted 
in Massachusetts this year. 

They come from the tundra area of Can-
ada into the United States during the win-
ter. Usually, the snowy owls that head to 
this area are immature. This irruptive be-
havior may or may not be coordinated with 
the lemming cycle, one of their primary 
foods especially during their breeding cy-
cle.

The snowy owl is about 24 inches long 
and primarily white, yellow eyes and vari-
able amounts of black spots and barring. 
Immatures are darker than adults and fe-
males darker than males.

Snowy owls frequently hunt during the 
day. Their diet is mainly rodents, Arctic and 
snowshoe hares, fish, birds including water-
fowl and carrion. 

They nest on the tundra in a shallow de-
pression on a mound on top or on a grav-
el mound. They line the nest with feathers 
and bits of moss. The female lays three to 
ten white eggs. When prey is abundant the 
clutch size is larger. They make barking 
noises during breeding, but are quiet in 
winter.

They inhabit the open tundra and when 
they move south, they inhabit airports, 
beaches, marshes and open fields.

Many years ago, a snowy owl appeared 
in Oakham during the winter. I was lucky 
to see it perched on a fence post near an 
open field in the daytime. People came 
from all over to see this rare visitor. Logan 
Airport is a popular winter stop over. 

Bald eagle sighting
On Dec. 2 I received an email from 

a Brimfield resident. He said, “I’ve been 
checking the local ponds but not a lot hap-
pening. However, I have seen a bald eagle 
or two at the pond on New Reed Street four 
time in the last two weeks and another bird-
er I met there reported seeing eagles there 
that I missed. On one visit two adult bald 
eagles were sitting in the same dead tree 
about fifteen feet apart.”

Christmas Bird Count
He plans to participate in the Allen’s 

Bird Count Christmas Bird Count on Sat-
urday, Dec. 14. National Audubon Society 
125th Christmas Bird Counts take place 
Saturday, Dec. 14 through Sunday, Jan. 5, 
2025. This is one of the most popular bird-
ing events of the year. It is rarely held on 
the actual designated holiday itself, counts 
are scheduled to take place on various days 
surrounding Dec. 25 within the official 
count period noted above. Counting takes 
place anytime during the 24 hours, mid-
night-to-midnight. 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Letters to the editor should be 250 
words or less in length. No unsigned 
or anonymous opinions will be 
published. We require letter writers to 
include his or her town of residence 
and home telephone number. We 
must authenticate authorship prior to 
publication. 

We reserve the right to edit or 
withhold any submissions deemed to 
be libelous or contain unsubstantiated 
allegations, personal attacks, 
defamation of  character and offensive 
language. 

All unknown or alleged facts and 
quotations offered by the author need 
to cite credible, unbiased sources. 

Send letters to: The Register, 
24  Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069 or 

email theregister@turley.com.
The deadline for submissions 

is Friday at noon.

SUBMISSIONS POLICY
Readers, local merchants,  

institutions, municipalities, non-profit 
groups, and civic organizations are 
strongly encouraged to send The 
Register  your hometown news and 
photos. News items and press releases 
should be sent via email to mharrison@
turley.com as an attachment AND 
pasted directly into the email message 
screen. 

Please send photo captions 
identifying all subjects in your image(s) 
from left to right. 

We need first and last name, 
hometown, title if applicable, and a 
brief description of what subjects are 
doing in the photo. Email uncorrected, 
raw, RGB color digital photos at highest 
resolution directly off your camera to 
mharrison@turley.com.

Publicity chairpersons are 
encouraged to send in news  about 
upcoming fundraising or other calendar 
events at least three weeks before the 
event.

If you are having difficulty with  a 
press release or need help, please call  
(413) 283-8393.

To send submissions by regular 
post, mail to: The Register, 24  Water 
Street, Palmer, MA 01069.

GUEST COLUMN The

REGISTER

GUEST COLUMN

Coriander makes a 
great cookie

Today was the designated day to be-
gin to bake like crazy. Personally, I wish 
we could cull the number, and honestly 
the sheer volume of Christmas cookies we 
make, but if the kids or my husband hear 
of that I will be banished to Grinch status.  

It’s a tradition to go through the reci-
pes ahead of time and decide what cookies 
we’ll bake.  

One of my all-time favorites, and one 
I would never consider culling, is the co-
riander cookie. My family tried a sample 
at Old Sturbridge Village’s Christmas by 
Candlelight some years back and enjoyed 
it so much we added the recipe to our rep-
ertoire. Yummy indeed!  

You may be surprised to learn that Co-
riander sativum is the Latin name for two 
herbs. Confused? Most folks are when 
they learn that the seeds of this plant are 
called coriander, while the leaves are 
known as cilantro.  

Both have been used for culinary pur-
poses since the beginning of time! All por-
tions of the plant are edible but some ar-
gue that the green portion is barely that.  

Read on.
I liken cilantro to be the “marigold” of 

the herb world. Either you love it or you 
hate it. I, for one, immensely dislike it and 
if given the chance to pick it out of my sal-
sa I will certainly do it! Even in a restau-
rant.  

I found it interesting to learn that some 

people possess a genetically predisposed 
aversion to it, according to studies by 
Charles J. Wysocki of the Monell Chemi-
cal Senses Center in Philidelphia. 

To me it has a bitter taste that I have a 
hard time describing beyond that. Dirty?  
Soil-like? 

Most people that do dislike it have a 
similar lack of descriptive ability; they just 
can’t put their finger on it, but they don’t 
like the taste…or the smell of it.

As I mentioned, cilantro is often used 
in salsa and other Mexican, Asian and Ital-
ian dishes including curries, sauces, salads 
and soups. If you prefer to grow the plant 
more for its greens and less for its seeds, 
manage it as you would spinach.  

Sow seeds in the ground in the cool 
of the season and in succession every two 
weeks. It dislikes being transplanted but 
doesn’t mind pot culture. Harvest greens 
rather aggressively – about one-third of the 
plant at a time.  

Just like spinach, there are slow-to-
bolt varieties to choose from such as aptly 
named “Slow Bolt” and “Longstanding.”  

Coriander seeds, on the other hand, 
have a pleasant (at least to me!)  fragrance 
once dried. The scent is easier to pin-point 
too; nutty and spicy (ever so slightly) 
come to mind.  

Coriander seed is also well known in 
various ethnic cuisines and is a favorite in 
spice blends, curry being the most popular. 
It is also used in the making of a number 
of distilled spirits and herbal liqueurs, and 
cookies.  

It’s funny that I can like one part of the 
plant and not the other. Coriander seed can 
be eaten whole, crushed or powdered.

The Herb Society noted that during 
World War II the seeds were coated in 
white or pink sugar and thrown from car-
nival wagons, earning the name “confec-
tions” or “confetti!”  When the seeds were 
replaced by balls of colored paper the 
name confetti stuck. Take this one to your 
next game of Cruise Ship Trivia!

It is easy to harvest the seeds. Simply 
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The Register welcomes readers 
to participate in this year’s election cam-
paigns by writing letters to the editor for 
publication on these pages. Letters of up 
to 250 words from local residents endors-
ing candidates on the ballot or discussing 
campaign issues should be sent to The 
Register, care of Turley Publications, 24 
Water St., Palmer, MA 01069, faxed to 
413-289-1977 or emailed to theregister@
turley.com. Please include a daytime tele-
phone number for verification purposes 
(it will not be printed). Letters must be re-
ceived by noon Monday to be considered 

for that Thursday’s newspaper. No attack 
letters will be printed. No letters written by 
candidates supporting their own candida-
cy will be printed. If the volume of letters 
received is larger than the space available 
in the newspaper, or if the letters become 
repetitive, the newspaper reserves the 
right to print a representative sample. No 
endorsement letters will be printed in the 
last edition before the election. 

For more information, call the editor 
at 413-283-8393.

Campaign news
As part of its election coverage, the 

newspaper plans to print stories about 
contested races for Congress, state Sen-
ate, state House, district attorney and 
Governor’s Council during the weeks 
leading up to the election, as well as a 
question-and-answer voters guide. In or-
der to ensure fairness to all candidates, 
no political press releases will be printed, 
nor will reporters cover political rallies or 
fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to further pub-
licize their candidacy, beliefs and events 
may contact advertising, 413-283-8393 
about paid advertising in The Register.

Election letters policy

www.turley.com

in my

By Ellenor Downer

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

Please see BACKYARD, Page 11

Please see GARDEN, Page 11
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NEW  YEAR’S  ITEMS

$199

$366

USDA INSP. KAYEM BUDDABALL

BONELESS SMOKED 
PIT HAM ...........................

USDA INSP. FRESH
PORK “CROWN” ROAST...
USDA INSP. FROZEN
PORK SHOULDER PICNIC .

$399
lb

$139

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN
PORK LOIN ROAST 
LOIN END or RIB END ........ $232

USDA INSP. FROZEN
PORK BREAKFAST
SAUSAGE LINKS
FULLY COOKED ..................... $249

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN 
BUTCHER WAGON

BONELESS 
DINNER HAM AVERAGE 5 LB 

lb

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

BEEF
TENDERLOIN
$1088

lb

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

$777
lb

STRIPLOIN 
STEAKS

lb

lb

lb USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

$599
lb

BEEF SIRLOIN
SPOON ROAST

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

$399
lb

80% LEAN
GROUND BEEF

STUFFED TURKEY - SIDES - DESSERT

$799

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN

RAW SHRIMP 
PEELED & DEVEINED 
51/60 CT 2 LB BAG .............

USDA INSP. FRESH

BONELESS & SKINLESS
CHICKEN BREAST 10 LB BAG 

USDA INSP. FROZEN ARMOUR

COOKED MEATBALLS 4 LB BAG $999

USDA INSP. HILLSHIRE FARMS
POLSKA 
KIELBASA 14 OZ OR 15 OZ ... $349

lb

ea

ea

WE CARRY A WIDE VARIETY OF FROZEN TURKEYS, 
TURKEY BREAST, DUCKS, GEESE, CORNISH HENS AS WELL AS 
FRESH HAMS & RED MEAT ROAST FOR YOUR HOLIDAY NEEDS!

$3999

USDA INSP. FROZEN 5 LB BLOCK

JUMBO RAW SHRIMP
6-10 FOR STUFFING ........ ea

$599USDA INSP. FROZEN

TURTLE CREAM PIE 25.1 OZ . ea

CUT 
FREE

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN
CHICKEN PARTY WINGS
PORTIONS 3 LB BAG ........... $599

ea

7 LB 
BOX

$191
lb

SALE 
DATES:  

12/26/24-
12/31/24
CLOSED

NEW YEAR’S 
DAY

90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

options to companies, which 
include job expos and on-site 
recruitment. ranging from large 
job expos, to on site recruitment 
options for individual compa-
nies.

“Our goal is to match the 
needs of people looking for 
work to those of our business 
partners,” the website said.

“We are more than a web-
site,” the website said. “We are 
local people interacting with 

local job seekers and business-
es. We assist people in building 
their skill sets to meet the needs 
of businesses (and) advance 
your job search and career 
through our many workshops 
and career training options.”

This opportunity was made 
possible through collaboration 
of the Indian Orchard Citizens 
Council’s Youth Council. 

“Thanks to our amazing Of-
fice Manager Jackie Farrow, for 
making sure we all felt comfort-
able and picking up food from 

YAAD foods,” Crawford said.
The Citizens Council is still 

recruiting local residents aged 
11 to 18 to participate in the 
Youth Council, which provides 
opportunities such as workshops 
and classes, presentations like 
Gedon’s, and a chance to be in-
volved in the community.

“The Youth Council is grow-
ing rapidly and we look forward 
to welcoming more youth from 
Indian Orchard to this council,” 
Crawford said.

If you’d like to get involved 

with the Indian Orchards Youth 
Council, you can reach out to 
Youth Advisor Ayanna Craw-
ford by telephone at 413-886-
9089 or Zaida Govan at 413-
301-2533. For a link to the 
council’s Zoom meetings, call 
or text 413-886-9089.

The Youth Council offers a 
stipend to active members, re-
quiring that members attend at 
least three meetings before they 
can be eligible.

The next meeting of the 
Youth Council will be on Satur-
day, Jan. 18, at 5 p.m.

Submitted photos

Phylis Gedon made a presentation on job opportunities for young residents at the Citizens Council.

Young residents sat around a table to discuss employment 
opportunities with Gedon.

YOUTH JOBS from Page 1

by any luck or happenstance,” 
Pease said. “All of them are 
10-plus-year career veterans 
of our department who have 
always served the department 
well.”

Lieutenant Ellison currently 
serves as Acting Captain, and 
estimated that he has performed 
over 3,400 hours of supervisory 
experience in his role. 

The board asked prepared 
questions to each of the candi-
dates about leadership qualities, 
budget advice, experiences on 
the job, and challenges in the 
role.

“Being in a leadership po-

sition means that there will be 
people underneath you in rank, 
but that certainly doesn’t mean 
that they work for you; you also 
work for them,” Ellison said. 
“It’s kind of a give and take. 
You have to have that mutual re-
spect there.”

Ellison talked about the im-
portance of being consistent 
when doling out unpopular or-
ders as well as when receiving 
feedback. He also talked about 
his experience with the firefight-
ers’ union as an advantage when 
handling matters concerning 
budget shortages.

Ellison said that in more 
than 200 shifts working with the 
town’s police department has 
taught him a lot about working 

with people, and particularly to 
delegate.

“I’ve always been more of a 
hands-on kind of person, I really 
like to have my hands in there, 
doing something. (...) Being in 
that supervisory role and hav-
ing the opportunity to do that 
for so long has actually taught 
me to take a step back a little 
bit more,” Ellison said. “The 
people that I work with will re-
ally bring out the best in them-
selves, and the better in me, if I 
let them.”

Ellison talked about the im-
portance of addressing health 
concerns within the department, 
and emphasized not only physi-
cal health, but mental health as 
well.

“We have to make sure that 
we’re as close to tip-top shape 
as we can be, but that’s going 
to include keeping our mind 
sharp,” Ellison said. “I think that 
may have been something that’s 
been overlooked for a long time. 
I think it’s made great strides, 
not just in the fire service – cer-
tainly, in society, it has, but the 
fire service is catching up and 
it’s nice to see.”

“Those are some tough con-
versations to have,” Ellison said. 
“We need to make ourselves 
available for each other when it 
comes to mental health.”

Ellison said that in his ex-
perience as a supervisor, a “fun 
challenge” to address has been 
discussing past practices with 

young firefighters entering the 
service.

“With the younger genera-
tion, if you will, you can’t be 
afraid to engage with the why,” 
Ellison said. “Explain, be trans-
parent, be fair, allow for a little 
bit of dialogue, maybe, a back-
and-forth – if that opportunity 
presents itself, certainly there 
are going to be some opportuni-
ties where that’s just not going 
to be an option.”

“If you’re not willing to ex-
plain the why, then how can you 
expect anybody to follow you?” 
Ellison said.

After discussing the three 
candidates with Chief Pease, the 
board voted unanimously to ap-
point Ellison.

ELLISON from Page 1

Share the Adventure with us soon!  
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357

or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

Happy 
Holidays!

March 15 ......8-Night Bahamas Cruise ...... from $1499
May 23 .........7-Night Bermuda Cruise ...... from $1699
June 10-12 ....Hampton Beach Getaway .............. $529
Sept 12-26 ....Portugal & The Azores .................. $6549
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New England 
Promotional 
Marketing
15 Main Street

Wilbraham
1-800-334-1260
www.nepm.com

Securities and advisory services offered through Commonwealth Financial Network®, Member FINRA/SIPC, a Registered Investment
Adviser. Fixed insurance products and services are separate from and not offered through Commonwealth Financial Network.

535 East Street, Ludlow, MA 01056 413.589.1500 
1252 Elm Street, Suite 28, West Springfield, MA 01089

www.PVFinancial.com

We at PV Financial are thrilled to announce
that we’ve been named 2022 Super 60 Award

winners which recognizes the success of one of
the fastest-growing businesses in the area.

PV is a three time winner of the Super 60 Award

The 2022 Super 60 Award recognizes local companies based on their percentage of recent revenue growth or
total revenue growth for the last year. It is not specific to financial services and does not imply an endorsement,
recommendation, or reflect the performance of the Advisor. For more information, visit https://bit.ly/3UNJ67I
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www.homesbyjpedro.com 
77 Winsor Street
Suite 302, Ludlow

413-547-8781

84 Hubbard Street
Ludlow, MA

413-583-3472

Lumber & Feed 
Company

C.A. SMITH
599 East Street

Ludlow
www.lusofederal.com
(844) LUSO-FCU

15 Railroad Avenue
 Wilbraham

413-596-6535 

route20barandgrille.com 
2341 Boston Road
(Rt. 20) Wilbraham

413.279.2020

www.scentedgardengifts.com 
The Wilbraham Shops

2341 Boston Road
Wilbraham

413-599-1717 SERVING 
WITH  

HONOR

We are proud to serve those who served.
Thank you, veterans, for your service.

SKILLED NURSING | SHORT-TERM THERAPY

DENNIS LOPATA, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR • 413.596.3111 
2399 Boston Rd. • Wilbraham, MA 01095

LifeCareCenterofWilbraham.com 14
89

07

Dennis Lopata, Executive Director

413-596-3111
LifeCareCenterofWilbraham.com

2399 Boston Road
Wilbraham

Alpha Oil 
Company, Inc.
2440 Boston Road

Wilbraham
596-4583

Twin Palm PC
2442 Boston Road

Wilbraham
413-279-1675

www.twinpalmpc.com

85 Post Office Park
Wilbraham, MA

413-596-2593

Personal & 
Commerical 

Insurance

757 Main Street
Wilbraham, MA
413-596-4002

RICE 
FRUIT
FARM

(413) 610-1122
77 Winsor Street 

Suite 202

Ludlow

IRT-4395H-A 

> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

You're retired. 
Your money 
isn't.

Are your retirement 
accounts following 
your investment 
strategy? Call or email 
me today, and let's 
make sure you're still 
on track.

Christopher O'Connor 
Financial Advisor
2141 Boston Rd Suite G 
Wilbraham, MA 01095 
413-596-6875

STEVEN A. 
CRESPO

Financial Advisor
658 Center Street

Ludlow, MA

413-547-6048

Thank you for making our whole year brighter with 
your visits and for your continued trust in us.

We wish you joy, peace and
abundance today and all year!

PAT WHEWAY
413-478-1166

patwheway@gmail.com
www.whewaygroup.com
Licensed in MA, CT and FL

CCOONNTTAACCTT  UUSS  TTOODDAAYY!!  

PPaatt  WWhheewwaayy——441133--447788--11116666  

ppaattwwhheewwaayy@@ggmmaaiill..ccoomm  

WWwwww..wwhheewwaayyggrroouupp..ccoomm  

LLiicceennsseedd  iinn  MMAA,,  CCTT  aanndd  FFLL  

##11  TTEEAAMM  IINN  WWEESSTTEERRNN  MMAASSSS..  

granite, wall colors, flooring. 

Call to see your next home! 

      ONLY A FEW LOTS LEFT! 

 

CCOONNTTAACCTT  UUSS  TTOODDAAYY!!  

PPaatt  WWhheewwaayy——441133--447788--11116666  

ppaattwwhheewwaayy@@ggmmaaiill..ccoomm  

WWwwww..wwhheewwaayyggrroouupp..ccoomm  

LLiicceennsseedd  iinn  MMAA,,  CCTT  aanndd  FFLL  

##11  TTEEAAMM  IINN  WWEESSTTEERRNN  MMAASSSS..  

granite, wall colors, flooring. 

Call to see your next home! 

      ONLY A FEW LOTS LEFT! 

 

www.spartanbrake.com 

2714 Boston Road
Wilbraham, MA
413-596-2479

Auto Care Center

2133 Boston Road

Wilbraham
LandmarkRE.com

2133 Boston 
Road, Wilbraham 

413.271.1208

588 Center Street
Ludlow, MA 01056

www.ajefinancial.com

(413)589-1671

Phone 596-5088 
or 596-8809

Fax 596-8802 
MandarinWilbrahamRest.com
2571 Boston Rd.

Wilbraham
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Please see HOCKEY, Page 10

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

WEST SPRINGFIELD—The 
members of the Ludlow varsity 
hockey team began the 2024-25 
regular season by celebrating a pair 
of overtime victories in a span of 
48 hours.

The two overtime goals were 
scored by junior captains.

Defenseman Sean Kefalas, who 
recorded a hat-trick in the season 
opener, netted the game winning 
goal against Agawam with 39.8 sec-
onds remaining in OT. It gave the 
Lions a 5-4 victory at the Olympia 
Ice Center in West Springfield, last 
Thursday night. 

Two days later, on Saturday, 
Dec. 14, the Lions returned to 
Olympia and celebrated anoth-
er 5-4 overtime win against 
Berry Division rival Minnechaug 
Regional. Forward Tanner Severyn 
scored the game-winning goal with 
3:38 remaining in OT. It was a 
memorable day for Severyn, who 
celebrated his 17th birthday with a 

goal and two assists.      
“This is the first time that I’ve 

scored a game winning goal in a 
varsity hockey game, and it feels 
great,” Severyn said. “Scoring the 
game winning goal in overtime is 
one of the best birthday presents  

Lions get second overtime win

Tanner Severyn maneuvers through traffic.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

Evan Dias heads down the ice.

Turley photos by Sofia DiGrande

Tyler Tatro sends up a shot.

Mason Morace defends for the Lions.

Cameron Lyman heads down the court in traffic.

LUDLOW – Last Monday night, 
Ludlow High School boys basketball de-
feated nearby Hampden Charter School 
of Science 62-52. Jackson Mateus had a 
big opener with 26 points. He had five 
three-pointers. Cameron Lyman had 12 
points and Mason Morace added seven 
points. Ludlow is 1-0 to start the season.

Mateus nets 26 in win Lions fall in
home opener

LUDLOW – Last Tuesday night, 
Ludlow High School girls basket-
ball was defeated 46-27 by visiting 
Franklin Tech. The Lions struggled 

early in the game with turnovers and 
were not able to recover. The Lions 
defense did perform well, keeping 
the Eagles under 50 points.

Ava Friese makes a pass on the 
run.

Abigail Toomey makes a pass 
inside the paint.

Jackson Mateus drives to the hoop.

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli

Ellana Garcia holds the ball away as she tries to get around an 
opponent.
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T-Birds fall to Checkers on the road
SPRINGFIELD — The Spring-

field Thunderbirds (12-10-2-1) fell 
victim to a two-goal comeback 
by the Charlotte Checkers (15-6-1-
2) last Wednesday night at Bojan-
gles Coliseum in a 4-3 defeat. 

The T-Birds did themselves 
no favors by taking back-to-back 
penalties just four seconds apart, 
resulting in 1:57 of two-man ad-
vantage time for the league’s top 
power play. Steve Konowalchuk’s 
team dug in, though, as Vadim 
Zherenko and the penalty killers 
did the job to survive the lengthy 
threat.

Charlotte still rode the mo-
mentum from the power play to 
the game’s opening tally by Oliver 
Okuliar at 4:45 of the first period, 
giving the Checkers a 1-0 advan-
tage.

After the burst from Char-
lotte, the T-Birds quickly chipped 
away on the shot board. At 15:00 
of the frame, Dalibor Dvorsky 
brought Springfield even with his 
team-leading 11th of the season, 
cashing in on a rebound at the edge 
of the crease and driving it past 
former T-Bird Chris Driedger. 

The 1-1 score continued for 
nearly a whole period of game ac-
tion until the T-Birds’ third and 

fourth units capitalized on back-
to-back shifts. Tanner Dickinson 
started the scoring blitz with a 
wrister from the left circle that 
glanced off traffic and eluded 
Driedger at 14:02 of the second 
period, making it a 2-1 lead for 
Springfield.

34 seconds later, Mathias La-
ferriere and Drew Callin entered 
the offensive zone on a 2-on-1 
and took advantage of the situa-
tion. Driedger made an initial pad 
save off a Laferriere shot from 
the left circle. However, the re-
bound kicked right to Callin, who 
quickly deked to the forehand and 
put it behind Driedger to give the 
T-Birds a 3-1 advantage.

Penalties, though, continued 
to throw a wrench in the T-Birds’ 
plans, and the Charlotte power 
play finally connected in the final 
minute of the second as Rasmus 

Asplund redirected a Trevor Car-
rick wrist shot behind Zherenko, 
chopping the lead to 3-2 at 19:21 
of the middle frame.

For a second straight night, 
rookie Ben Steeves provided a 
clutch tying marker for Charlotte, 
taking a feed from Okuliar in the 
right circle and snapping a shot 
past Zherenko’s stick hand at 3:55 
of the third, bringing the game to a 
stalemate, 3-3.

The two teams did not generate 
much after the Steeves goal, with 
the two clubs combining for only 
eight shots in the entire third pe-
riod, and the tie score carried into 
the final three minutes of the game. 

Again, discipline proved piv-
otal, as Tobias Bjornfot drew a 
high-sticking double minor and 
a four-minute power play for the 
Checkers with 2:39 remaining. 

The league’s top man advan-
tage lived up to their billing in the 
final minute, as Wilmer Skoog un-
loaded a blistering one-time slap-
per that found twine with 54 sec-
onds left to give Charlotte the 4-3 
lead. Springfield’s last-ditch efforts 
to tie came up empty in the clos-
ing moments, and Charlotte com-
pleted the two-game sweep of the 
T-Birds.

WORCESTER – The  Worcester Railers Hockey 
Club  (@RailersHC), proud  ECHL  (@ECHL) affiliate 
of the  New York Islanders  (@NYIslanders) and Chief 
Operating Officer  Michael G. Myers  have announced 
that  Bob Deraney  has taken on a new role within the 
organization,  Head of Scouting, effective immediate-
ly. Nick Tuzzolino has been named Head Coach & Gen-
eral Manager of the Worcester Railers. 

“Bob has been a part of the Railers family for a num-
ber of years,” Myers said. “We can’t thank him enough 
for his dedication and commitment to this organization 
over the past several seasons. We look forward to him 
continuing to work with the team in this new role.” 

Tuzzolino becomes the fifth head coach in Worcester 
Railers history after serving as General Manager & As-
sociate Head Coach to begin the season. He first came 
to Worcester in June after he spent the 2023-24 season 
as assistant coach and director of player development 
with the Savannah Ghost Pirates. As a defenseman, 
he played over 500 games professionally between the 
UHL, IHL, ECHL & American Hockey League from 
2007-2023. During his initial retirement, he coached the 
Buffalo Jr. Sabres of the Ontario Junior Hockey League 
from 2016-20. 

“In his time here, Nick has demonstrated his read-
iness to lead the team both on and off the ice,” Myers 
said. “He has a wealth of experience in dissecting pro-
fessional systems and working in pro player develop-
ment. We’re excited for him to take the reins and contin-
ue his work on bringing a winning culture to Worcester.” 

 Railers announce 
major coaching 

change

that I could receive.” 
It was the first time that Severyn, who’s 

also a member of the Lions golf team, had 
played a varsity hockey game on his birthday. 

Severyn only played in four varsity hock-
ey games as a freshman before suffering a 
right knee injury which required season end-
ing surgery. He scored ten goals last season. 
He scored a goal in the season opening vic-
tory against the Brownies. Severyn also has 
twelve career assists.

Not only did the Lions (2-0) win their 
first two games of this season in OT, but they 
also lost their final two games a year ago in 
overtime. 

The Lions lost 3-2 in OT to Taconic in 
the Western Mass. Class B. finals. Two days 
later, the Lions lost by the same score in OT 
to Norton High School in a preliminary round 
game in the Division 3 state tournament.  

“This was our fourth overtime game in a 
row dating back to last season,” said Ludlow 
head coach Paul Rivest. “I’m glad that we 
won today’s game, but we didn’t play partic-
ularly well. Whenever we took the lead, we 
allowed them to score a goal. We can’t afford 
to keep giving up leads.”    

Ludlow is a co-op hockey team for the 
first time. Seven of the players listed on the 
Lions hockey roster attend Belchertown High 
School. 

The Belchertown players are freshman 
Andrew Lambert, senior Charlie Fijal, soph-
omore William Mitus, senior Owen Hess, 
sophomore Gavin Harrington, senior Jack 
Mandeville, and junior Donald Rogers, who 
was the starting goalie in the first meeting of 
the regular season against the Falcons (0-1).

Fijal recorded a hat-trick in last Saturday’s 
game. He also assisted on Severyn’s game 
winning overtime goal.

“Charlie is a great hockey player and it’s 

great playing on the same varsity hockey 
team with him,” Severyn said. “We were also 
teammates at the youth level, so I’ve known 
him for a long time. We probably wouldn’t 
have had a hockey team this year without the 
players from Belchertown.”  

Ludlow was also moved into the Berry 
Division, along with Greenfield during the 
offseason.

“We’ll be playing a much stronger sched-
ule this year, which will help us in the power 
rankings,” Rivest said. “We’re a Division 
3 team and both of our wins came against 
Division 2 opponents. We should skyrocket in 
the state power rankings.”    

Minnechaug, who went 11-10 last sea-
son, is one of the few Western Mass. hockey 
teams that hasn’t formed a co-op with another 
school. The Falcons defeated the Lions, 3-1, 

a year ago.
The only three seniors listed on the 

Falcons roster are Ben Daniels, Brayden 
O’Sullivan, and Matt Beaudin.

Freshman goalie Matt Lafley was credited 
with 14 saves in his first varsity start.

The Lions took a 1-0 lead in the latest 
meeting with the Falcons following a 5-on-3 
power play goal by Fijal with 4:13 remaining 
in the opening period. The duo of sophomore 
Evan Dias and Severyn were credited with 
the assists.

With 58.7 seconds left in the period, 
Minnechaug junior Dom Fiorentino scored 
a power play goal on a rebound shot that 
deflected off Rogers (27 saves). 

In the middle of the second period, back-
to-back goals from Kefalas and Fijal gave the 
Lions a 3-1 advantage.

Minnechaug managed to slice their defi-
cit in half following a goal from sophomore 
Liam Faneuff with 6:57 left in the second 
period. Faneuff’s linemates, Enzo Hrycay and 
Jake Moore, who are both juniors, were cred-
ited with the assists.     

Ludlow entered the third period holding a 
slim 3-2 advantage.

Less than two minutes into the final period 
of regulation, a goal by Minnechaug sopho-
more Ethan Kelliher, which was assisted by 
freshman Ryan Donovan tied the score for the 
second time.

A couple of minutes later, Fijal completed 
his first hat-trick wearing a Ludlow jersey on 
a tip-in goal. Severyn was given his second 
assist of the game on the go-ahead goal.  

The score was tied again at 4-4 after 
Donovan fired a low shot that snuck into the 
net past Rodgers with eight minutes remain-
ing in regulation.

The Berry Division match-up would 
remain tied until Severyn became the hero on 
his birthday a little more than a minute into 
the overtime period. 

Sean Kefalas approaches the opposing 
defense.

Charlie Fijal looks to shoot.

SEND US YOUR SPORTS PHOTOS
Have you taken photos at a local sports event and 

want to see them published in this paper? 
Email your image(s) with description to:

sports@turley.com

HOCKEY from Page 9

• Overgrown property?
• Excavator Services • Extreme Brush Cutting!

• Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal • Lawn/Arborvitae Installed
• Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand • Storm Clean-up • Small Demo • Insured

JOSH ROZELL 413.636.5957
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 CLUES ACROSS
  1. Central 

processing unit
  4. Taxi
  7. Body part
  8. Papal court
 10. Young women 

making their 
public debuts

 12. Metal shackles
 13. Joseph’s wife
 14. Licensed 

professional
 16. Partner to 

cheese
 17. Mild fruits
 19. File format
 20. Province of 

Indonesia
 21. Beloved grilled 

foods
 25. Bar bill
 26. Don’t know 

when yet
 27. Whale ship 

captain

 29. Touches softly
 30. Mock
 31. Red-brown 

Pacific sea 
bream

 32. Summer 
entertainment 
options

 39. Protective crust
 41. Cool!
 42. Behave in a way 

that belittles
 43. Denial
 44. A place to sleep
 45. Electronic 

counter-
countermeasures

 46. Intestinal 
pouches

 48. SE Asia family of 
languages

 49. Sound
 50. Select
 51. Give the 

impression of 
dishonesty

 52. Witness

CLUES DOWN
  1. Of cadmium
  2. Deliver a 

sermon
  3. Inner regions of 

a shadow
  4. Aggressive dog
  5. Smells
  6. Twofold
  8. Former OSS
  9. Computer 

language
 11. Indian groom
 14. Automobile
 15. Hairstyle
 18. Atomic #76
 19. Guy (slang)
 20. Ladies’ 

undergarments
 22. Furniture with 

open shelves
 23. Back-arc basin
 24. Partner to flow
 27. A type of horse

 28. Possesses
 29. Split pulses
 31. Small amount
 32. Flat-bottomed 

riverboat
 33. Not good
 34. Atomic #31
 35. Assist in 

committing a 
crime

 36. Chauvinists
 37. Get away
 38. One of a 

people who 
speaks a 
Semitic 
language

 39. Civil rights 
college 
organization

 40. Combustible 
dark rocks

 44. Grocery 
container

 47. Central 
nervous system

The goal is to find, identify and 
count all birds within a 15-mile diam-
eter “count circle.”  All are welcome. 
Compilers do their best to make sure 
that beginners join a group with at 
least

one experienced birder. Locations 
in late December include: Quabbin on 
Saturday, Dec. 28 compiler Scott Surn-
er at ssurner@aol.com and Westminster 
on Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025 compil-
er Charles Caron at 978-874-5649 or 
caronev@aol.com.

People may visit https://www.audu-
bon.org/community-science/christmas-
bird-count to read about CBC history, 
science and data.

Juncos and snow 
The Brimfield resident noted a large 

flock of juncos about 40 the day before 
the Dec. 5 snow storm. He said, “Storms 
a commin’ I looked out near where the 

feeding stations are located and where 
I spread mixed seed on the ground and 
a quick count resulted in 40 junco. And 
chickadees and titmice were constantly 
back and forth to the black oil sunflower 
seed feeder.” I also saw a large flock of 
juncos on my daughter’s lawn in Barre 
on that Wednesday.

Pond visits
The Brimfield resident makes fre-

quent trips to ponds in his area. He 
found most of them frozen over on Dec. 
4. He did count 12 hooded mergansers 
at Holland Pond, a large group of mal-
lards over 200 and three black ducks at 
Sherman Pond.

People may report a bird sighting or 
bird related experience by calling me at 
413-967-3505, leaving a message at ex-
tension 100, emailing mybackyard88@
aol.com or edowner@turley.com or 
mailing to Barre Gazette, P.O. Box 448, 
Barre, MA 01005.

BACKYARD from Page 6

let the heads dry to brown right on the 
plant. Clip them and place inside a paper 
bag; as they dry further they will open 
and the seeds will pop out.  

Even if you are only interested in har-
vesting the seeds, multiple plantings (or 
a big garden patch) are necessary to get a 
decent-sized harvest.  

No matter how you like your Cori-
ander sativum, sow the seeds in a sunny, 
well-drained spot in place for the best 
success. If you let a few drop their seed 
each year, chances are you will be bless-

ed with volunteers. 
Enough writing, I have four batches 

of cookies to get in the freezer!  
Merry Christmas to all of my garden-

ing friends out there!

Roberta McQuaid graduated from 
the Stockbridge School of Agriculture at 
the University of Massachusetts. For 33 
years she has held the position of staff 
horticulturist at Old Sturbridge Village. 
She enjoys growing food as well as flow-
ers. Have a question for her? Email it to 
pouimette@turley.com with “Gardening 
Question” in the subject line.  

GARDEN from Page 6

PLANNING BOARD from Page 1

Virtual support groups for those with cancer
PALMER— During a cancer journey 

patients and their families often benefit 
from the support of others. Virtual support 
groups are being held now and through 
2025, by Camille St.Onge, LICSW and 
oncology social worker.

For many years, people had to travel 
to a predetermined location to attend can-
cer support group meetings. As a result of 
restrictions during the COVID-19 pandem-
ic virtual support groups began meeting 
entirely online, with participants joining 
through video conferencing platforms like 

Zoom. Today, many people prefer this 
method because it offers flexibility, and 
convenience, and allows them to access 
support from where they are without need-
ing to physically travel to a meeting loca-
tion.

“Sharing concerns with a support group 
can be a beneficial way for people facing 
cancer to get the help they need to cope 
with the physical and emotional concerns 
that arise during and after a cancer diag-
nosis,” said St. Onge. “While support and 
self-help groups can vary greatly, groups 

share one thing in common, they are a 
place where people can share personal sto-
ries, express emotions, and be heard in an 
atmosphere of acceptance, understanding, 
and encouragement.”

The support groups are designed to help 
patients, their families and caregivers cope 
with the challenges of a cancer diagnosis.

Virtual Support Group offered include: 
General Cancer Support Group: first 
Wednesday of each month, 11 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m.; Partners in Caregiving: sec-
ond Wednesday of each month, 5 to 6:30 

p.m.; Expressive Writing through Cancer, 
third Wednesday of each month, 11 a.m. 
to 1 p.m.; Breast Cancer Support Group, 
fourth Wednesday of each month, 11 a.m. 
to 12:30 p.m.

All meetings are currently held virtually 
and are made possible by funds raised by 
the Walk of Champions. For more infor-
mation contact Camille St.Onge, LICSW, 
Oncology Social Worker by calling 413-
239-7239 or by email at cstomagin@
gmail.com.

Eversource named among “America’s most 
responsible companies” by Newsweek 

BOSTON – For the sixth year in 
a row, Eversource Energy has again 
been recognized by Newsweek and 
Statista Inc. as one of America’s Most 
Responsible Companies for 2025.

The prestigious award highlights 
the energy company’s excellence in 
environmental, social, and corporate 
governance initiatives, reaffirming 
Eversource’s steadfast commitment 
to sustainability throughout its oper-
ations and a workplace culture that 
deeply embraces the values of corpo-
rate and social responsibility. 

“We’re honored to receive this rec-
ognition once again from Newsweek 
and Statista Inc., which is a powerful 
reflection of our leadership in environ-
mental, social and governance areas 
throughout our business,” said Ever-
source Chairman, President and CEO 
Joe Nolan. “As the energy landscape 
continues to rapidly evolve in New 
England, we recognize our respon-
sibility to help address some of the 
greatest challenges facing our society, 
such as climate change and histori-

cal inequities faced by environmental 
justice communities. Our unwaver-
ing commitment to sustainability is 
essential to securing a positive future 
for generations to come, and I’m tre-
mendously proud of how our dedicat-
ed employees continue to incorporate 
this focus into all areas of our opera-
tions.”

The America’s Most Responsi-
ble Companies 2025 ranking focus-
es on a holistic view of corporate 
responsibility that considers en-
vironment, social and governance 
factors. Companies on the 2025 list 
were selected based on a review of 
publicly available data and a survey 
of 26,000 U.S. residents about their 
perceptions of companies related to 
corporate social responsibility. Since 
the annual ranking was introduced 
in 2019, Eversource has appeared in 
every edition of the list. 

For more on the energy company’s 
nationally recognized sustainability 
efforts and progress on ESG initia-
tives, visit Eversource.com. 

Phoenix said that the meeting was 
scheduled to address ongoing issues 
with parking at the property prior to the 
fire.

“We had discussed previously that 
the parking at the property is what’s ap-
proved on the site plan; it’s not wher-
ever people choose to park,” Phoenix 
said. “It’s parking in the parking spac-
es, and that still was not going on even 
after we had people in at one of our 
meetings.”

After discussing it amongst the 
board, it was decided to call a hearing 
to draw attention to the severity of the 
repeat problem with the property.

“We even talked about, at that time, 
‘God forbid there’s a fire and people 
are double- and triple-parked,” Phoe-
nix said. “Then, lo and behold, there 
ends up being an issue with a fire at the 
property. Thankfully, not a large one, 
but nevertheless, it could have been, 
which is why those rules exist.”

Phoenix explained to the property 
owner and the renters that it was not the 
board’s “desired outcome” to revoke 
the site plan, as it would affect the other 
tenant in the building.

“We need to find a path forward 
where whatever’s going on in that 
building is being done in a safe and le-
gal manner,” Phoenix said.

Administrative Assistant Kelly 
Strempek of the Building Department, 
who attended the meeting, said that the 
commissioner had indicated they didn’t 

want to approve renovations on the 
property if it would lead to the approv-
al being revoked. Phoenix said that this 
risk was up to the property owner and 
the tenants.

“From our perspective, it’s in their 
court,” Phoenix said. “They either take 
care of whatever code violations they 
have and they follow the rules as de-
fined on the site plan, or they don’t.”

Board Member Christopher Coelho 
asked that one of the people attending 
the meeting with the tenants translate as 
he pointed out the parking spaces in the 
site plan.

“Those lines indicate that’s the 
only place cars can park,” Coelho said. 
“Anywhere outside of those lines is a 
strict violation. Regardless of what’s 
painted on the ground or not, this is 
what it goes by.”

Phoenix instructed the tenants to 
coordinate with the health and fire de-
partments to satisfy their safety require-
ments, and recommended installing a 
Knox Box at the property, “especially if 
access to the equipment is only through 
one side of the building.”

“Making sure that, God forbid, 
something were to happen again,” 
Phoenix said, “that (the fire department) 
can get in and be able to have access in 
an emergency.”

The tenants offered to provide writ-
ten documentation of an agreement 
with a neighboring property for over-
flow parking.

The board voted unanimously to 
continue the public hearing to the 
March 13 meeting.
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Do you have a local event or activity to 
publicize? Please send the information as ei-
ther a Word doc or plain (no bold text or oth-
er formatting) email text (no PDFs, please and 
do not use all uppercase (i.e. UPPER CASE) by 
5 p.m. Friday. At least two weeks prior to the 
event is encouraged. Send your community 
events to pressreleases@turley.com. 

ONGOING

FOOD DRIVE BI-MONTHLY. On the first Sat-
urday of each even month (December, February, 
April, June, August, October} First Church in 
Ludlow, 859 Center St, collects non-perishable 
foods. From 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., drive through 
the back parking lot. Donations will be taken 
out of the car and brought to the Communi-
ty Survival Center to be distributed to those in 
need. Save your extra food items to drop off at 
our next Food Drive on Dec. 7. 

FREE CLOTHING. Every Tuesday from 9 to 
11 a.m., in the school building located behind 
Crossway Christian Church, 2230 Main St., 
Three Rivers. Clothing from baby through adult. 
Current, seasonal clothes in all sizes. Bags are 
provided for easy shopping. For more informa-
tion call Donna, (413)478-0768.

SENIOR BINGO: Hosted by the Indian Or-
chard Citizens Council 3:30-5 p.m. every Mon-
day. Free to play with great prizes. For more 
information, call 413-209-8240.

THRIFT SHOP: Now open at St. Gregory 
Armenian Church, 135 Goodwin Street, Indian 
Orchard, 9:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. every Saturday 
offering quality items at affordable prices. Gen-
tly- used clothing and accessories, household 
items, books, children’s items, collectors’ items 
and more are available. For more information, 
call the church office at 413-543-4763.

CHESS CLUB: Open to residents of all sur-
rounding communities 5:30 p.m. every Tues-
day at the Indian Orchard Citizens Council, 117 
Main St. For more information, contact the IOCC 
at 413- 209-8240 or indianorchardcitizen-
scouncil@gmail.com or stop in during oper-
ating hours. Follow the IOCC on Facebook and 
Instagram.

LUDLOW SENIOR CENTER 55 AND OVER 
CO-ED VOLLEYBALL LEAGUE: At East Street 
School on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 5:30-
7:30 p.m. the cost to take part is $5 per year. 
For more information contact Maria Ardolino, 
activities director at activity@ludlow.ma.us or 
call 413-583-3564.

AQUACISE AT THE CLUB: The Ludlow Com-
munity Center/Randall Boys & Girls Club, at 
91 Claudias Way, continues to offer Aquacise 
throughout the week. Aquacise is a low-impact, 
full-body workout performed in the water to put 
less stress on your joints and muscles while 
building strength. Classes are open to all mem-
bers with pool-inclusive memberships and do 
not require prior registration. Classes are held 
8:30-9:15 a.m., Tuesdays, Wednesdays and 
Thursdays. For questions, call 413-583-2072, 
ext. 124.

SUPPORT FOR FAMILY MEMBERS: The Mi-
chael J. Dias Support Group meets 6-7:15 p.m. 
on the second and fourth Tuesday of the month 
at Our Lady of Fatima Parish Center. Education, 
resources, peer support, and hope for parents 
and family members coping with a loved one 
with a substance use disorder. Anyone needing 
help is welcome to attend. Masks are required 
and we will be seated six feet apart. For more 
information, call Maureen at 413-563-6226.

H.O.P.E. RECOVERY GROUP: Having Our 
Pathways Encouraged meetings are for those 

who have experience with addictions, grief, 
anxiety and depression, (including anxiety and 
depression due to COVID-19) and for loved 
ones who might need help in their recov-
ery. This group is also for those who can help 
lead others in their recovery by example. This 
meeting in no way replaces professional ther-
apies. It is a time for sharing strength, encour-
agement and hope. No fees. Bring your own 
non-alcoholic beverage. Pre-packaged snacks 
are available. Small group structure based on 
basic Christian principles, concept, purposes 
and confidentiality. COVID-19 guidelines are 
observed. Masks required. 6:30-8 p.m. every 
Monday at Fellowship Hall in Faith Communi-
ty Chapel, 485 East Street in Ludlow. Parking 
lot behind Chapel. Fellowship Hall entrance at 
back of Chapel. Seating is limited. To reserve 
yours, call 413- 519-4591.

QUABBIN VALLEY TWIRLERS If you missed 
the first lessons in the fall, now is the time to 
give yourself a gift of dancing enjoyment for the 
coming holiday time. Do you want some exer-
cise, mental acuity, and lots of fun with great 
people? Try our national folk dance, square 
dancing with the Quabbin Valley Twirlers. They 
dance in Belchertown and Ludlow with Sunday 
and Wednesday evenings available. For more 
information, call Gloria or Fran at 413-467-
3352. 

BIBLE STUDY: A weekly Bible study led by 
Ludlow resident Hank Bastos takes place at 7 
p.m. on Wednesdays at 485 East St., Ludlow. 
Call 413-348-6487 for more information.

SHARE YOUR SIGHT: Volunteer to read, shop 
or walk with a blind or vision impaired person 
in your community. Call the Massachusetts As-
sociation for the Blind and Visually Impaired at 
1-888-613-2777 for details.

DIRECTORY
THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST 

OF LATTER DAY SAINTS
584 West St., Ludlow

413-583-8454
S Sunday services 

Sacrament Meeting 10- 11 A.M.
Sunday school for adults, Young single adults( 18-30) 

and teens ( 11-18 )- 1st & 3rd Sunday of
 the month  from 11-12 noon

Adult Religious/Marriage and Parenting  for Women- 
2nd & 4th Sunday of the month from 11-12 noon

Adult Religious/Marriage and Parenting for Men- 2nd 
and 4th Sunday of the month from 11-12 noon

Classes for Single Adults(18-30)- 2nd & 4th Sunday 
of the month -11- 12 noon

Classes for Young Men( 11-18)- 2nd & 4th Sunday
 of the month 11-12 noon   

Classes for Young Women ( 11-18)- 2nd & 4th Sunday 
of the month - 11-12 noon

Children’s classes: Sunday school & singing time 
every Sunday( 3-10 )  11- 12 noon

Nursery providedfor ages 18 month- 3 yr

CHRIST THE KING CHURCH
41 Warsaw Ave., Ludlow

413-583-2630
Pastor Rev. Raymond A. Soltys

Saturday Vigil Masses – 5 p.m. and 6:30 p.m.
Sunday Masses – 7:30 a.m.; 8:45 a.m. (Polish); 

10 a.m. and 11:15 a.m.
Sunday Evening Mass – 5:30 p.m.

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION CHURCH
25 Parker St, Indian Orchard,

413-543-3627 
Very Rev. Piotr Calik

Office Hours: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, 
Thursday, 9 a.m. —1 p.m.

CLOSED FRIDAY
MASS SCHEDULE

Saturday Vigil Mass: 4:15 p.m.
Sunday Mass; 8:45 a.m. (English), 10 a.m. (Polish)

Weekday Mass: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thurs-
day – 7:45 a.m. (English)

First Friday Mass: 5:30 p.m. (Polish/English)
First Saturday Mass: 9 a.m. (Polish/English)

Confessions: Saturday - 3:15–4 p.m.

ST. ELIZABETH PARISH
191 Hubbard St., Ludlow

413-583-3467
Pastor – Rev. Msgr. Homer P. Gosselin
In Residence – Rev. Norman Bolton

Deacons: Normand Grondin, Thomas Rickson, 
Keith Davies  

Office Hours: Monday – Friday 8 a.m.-4 p.m.
stelizabethludlow.org

Like us on Facebook   Follow us on Instagram   
Check out our Parish App

Wednesday, Dec. 25, - Christmas Mass - 7:30 a.m. (C), 
Christmas Mass – 9:15 a.m. (C), Christmas Mass – 11 

a.m. (C)
Thursday, Dec. 26, - Daily Mass - 7:30 a.m. (C), Eucha-

ristic Adoration 6:30 p.m. (C),Pastoral Center Closed
Friday, Dec. 27, - Daily Mass - 7:30 a.m.(C), Pastoral 

Center Closed
Saturday, Dec. 28, - Confessions - 2:30 – 3:30  p.m. 

(C), Saturday Mass - 4 p.m. (C), Pastoral Center closed
Sunday Dec. 29,- Sunday Mass - 7:30 a.m. (C), Sunday 
Mass - 9:15 a.m. (C), Sunday Mass - 11 a.m. (C), Sun-
day Mass - 5 p.m. (C), Knights of Columbus 5th Sunday 

Rosary, 12:30 p.m. (C),Pastoral Center Closed
Monday Dec. 30, - Daily Mass - 7:30 
a.m. (C), Holy Mother Choir Rehears-

al 5:15 p.m. (C) ,Pastoral Center Closed                                                                                                                                           
    Tuesday, Dec. 31, - Mass - 7:30 a.m. (C), St. Rita’s 

Choir Rehearsal 2:30 p.m.(C), Mass – 4 p.m.(C), 
Pastoral Center Closed

OUR LADY OF FATIMA PARISH
438 Winsor St., Ludlow

413-583-2312
Father Pedro DeOlivera

Office hours: Monday - Thursday 9:00  a.m.
to 5:00 p..m.,  closed 1:00 p.m.-2:00 p.m.

Sunday Masses – 9 a.m. (Portuguese); 
11 a.m. (English)

Monday and Wednesday Morning 
Masses – 8:30 a.m. (Portuguese) 

Tuesday and Friday Masses – 5:30 p.m. (Portuguese)
Saturday Vigil Mass – 4 p.m. (English)

First Saturday of the Month – 8:30 a.m. 
For more information, visit 
ourladyoffatimaparish.org. 

 FIRST CHURCH IN LUDLOW
   859 Center St. Ludlow

    413-583-3339
Reverend Darcy Borden, Pastor

Office hours Monday & Wednesday 10 am to 2 pm
Available by appointment at other times

Sunday worship at 10 am alternating weekly with 
         Grace Union Church, Wilbraham

Call or check Facebook or the website for the 
schedule of worship and events

Service live-streamed at 10 am on Facebook 
https://www.facebook.com/firstchurchludlow

Website: www.ludlowfirst.com 

ORCHARD COVENANT CHURCH
95 Berkshire Street

Indian Orchard, MA 01151
413-543-4204

Revs. Karen and Nick Munn, pastors
Sunday School for all ages, 9:45 a.m.

Worship in person, 11 a.m.
Or watch our livestream. 

See our website for more information: 
orchardcovenant.org.

FAITH COMMUNITY CHAPEL
A Church of the Nazarene

485 East St., Ludlow, MA 01056 413-583-7875
Email: FCCLudlow@GMail.com

Lead Pastor: Reverend Lisa Morrison
Associate Pastor: Gary Coombs

Discipleship Groups 9:45 a.m. Worship Service 11 a.m.
OTHER PROGRAMS

MONDAYS at 6:30 p.m. H.O.P.E. Meeting Recovery 
Meetings for those with addictions, anxiety, and grief 

SMC. Call 413-519-4591
TUESDAYS at 7 p.m. ZOOM Bible Study

RIDAYS Children’s After School Club (pre K through 
teens) 5-6:30 p.m.

STS. PETER AND PAUL UKRAINIAN 
CATHOLIC CHURCH

45 Newbury St.
Ludlow, MA 01056

Phone: 413-583-2140
Pastor: Father Andriy Krip

Liturgy schedule:
Wednesday 9 a.m., Friday 9 a.m.

Rosary for Peace in Ukraine
  on Wednesday at 6 p.m.

DATEBOOK 19 artists to exhibit 
at Northampton 

NORTHHAMPTON— The Quabbin 
Art Association is hosting its first ever 
New Artists, New Perspectives exhibit 
at the Northampton Center for the Arts, 
featuring nineteen emerging artists from 
nine Pioneer-Valley Universities, Col-
leges, and Community Colleges. The ex-
hibit runs Dec. 4, through Jan. 3, 2025, 
at NOHO Arts, 33 Hawley St. 

Northampton Center for the Arts 
and the Quabbin Art Association will 
also host a Meet the Artists Reception 
at the exhibit on Dec. 13, from 5 to 8 
p.m. This new initiative is funded by 
the Massachusetts Cultural Council 
Festivals and Projects grant and awards 
a $250 cash stipend and 2-year QAA 
membership to each participating artist. 
Projects like this one reflect the Quabbin 
Art Association’s mission to support the 
arts in Pioneer Valley. Congratulations 
to all of the new student artists that will 
be featured in the up-coming exhibit: 
Rhaymi Porter—American International 
College; Caly Van Leeuwen and Eads 
Fouche—Amherst College; Elms Col-
lege—Sarah Paradee and Catalyna Alex-
opoulos; Valentina Cacaj, Mari Cham-
pagne and Erin Shabunin—Greenfield 
Community College; Emma Aiken and 
Malyna Dansereau—Holyoke Commu-
nity College; Lize Brown, Sophia Ja-
kobson and AJ Treat—Mount Holyoke 
College; Christopher Sanabria and Nhu 
Truong—Springfield College; Jenezy 
Ortiz and Heeju Yoon—The University 
of Massachusetts; Ariana Masterjohn—
Western NewEngland University; and 
Maddison Deboise Wetherell—Montser-
rat College 

Wilbraham
Public Library 
invites Families to 
Storytime Fun

WILBRAHAM - The Wilbraham 
Public Library is thrilled to announce 
a special storytime event designed for 
families with young children. Join us 
for a morning of delightful stories, en-
gaging songs, and fun activities on Sat-
urday, January 11th at 10:00 a.m.

This interactive Storytime session 
will feature:

•Captivating stories: Enjoy a se-
lection of engaging picture books that 
spark imagination and foster a love of 
reading.

•Sing-alongs: Join in on lively songs 
and rhymes that encourage movement 
and interaction.

This event is free and open to the 
public, but registration is encouraged to 
ensure adequate space for all attendees. 
To register, please visit the Wilbraham 
Public Library website or contact the li-
brary directly at (413) 596-6141.

Contact: Lisa Berezin lberezin@
wilbraham-ma.gov

Wilbraham Troop 
359 hosting Bottle 
& Can Drive

WILBRAHAM - Wilbraham Troop 
359 will have their Bottle & Can Drive 
on Sat, Jan. 4, 2025 from 8 a.m. to 
Noon. 

It will be held in the St. Cecilia’s 
Church parking lot. 

All donations to Troop 359 pro-
vide support toward camping equip-
ment and supplies, program materials, 
registration and activity fees through-
out the year. People come to the 
troop’s bottle & can drives year after 
year. 

The generous community support 
and donations are greatly appreciated.
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EARLYEARLY
DEADLINEDEADLINE

In observance of NEW YEAR’S
PUBLIC NOTICES 

WILL HAVE AN EARLY AD DEADLINE
Place your public notice no later than

Fri., Dec. 27 NoonFri., Dec. 27 Noon

To register for programs or find out 
more information, visit ludlow.cwmars.
org, or call (413) 583-3408. Weather-re-
lated announcements for outdoor events 
will be made on the library’s Facebook 
page the morning of the program.

Library Hours: M, W, F 9-5, TU, 
TH, 9-8, S 9-1. Closed Sundays and hol-
idays.

FOR ALL AGES
Social Services Drop-In, Wednes-

day, January 15, 11:00 a.m. Come meet 
with our Social Worker for assistance 
with getting connected to food pantries 
and applying for food stamps, health in-
surance questions, referrals to treatment 
and support groups, supporting those 
with mental health concerns, free fentan-
yl test strips and condoms AND MORE! 
This program is made possible through 
the Mill Town Public Health Coalition.

Free Tech Help Call us at 413-583-
3408x114 to book an hour long appoint-
ment.  We can help you with your laptop, 
smartphone, or tablet. By appointment 
only, please no drop-ins.

FOR ADULTS
Annual Giving Tree, November 26 - 

January 2. The library is now accepting 
donations of warm winter clothing items 
such as hats, gloves, mittens, scarfs, and 
socks!  All donations benefit local char-
ity.

Virtual 50+ Job Seekers Network-
ing Group, 1st & 3rd Wednesdays 
through December on Zoom, 9:30 a.m.  
The Massachusetts Library Collabora-
tive’s 50+ Job Seekers Group is for un-
employed and actively looking, underem-
ployed, seeking a new career direction, 
re-entering the job market, or recently 
retired and looking for your “Encore Ca-
reer”.  Meetings are facilitated by Deb-
orah Hope, MBA PCIC, an experienced 
executive career coach.  Register on our 
website. 

Mass Center for the Book Monthly 
Reading Challenge Each month, you’ll 
be challenged to read a book based on 
a chosen theme.  Those who participate 
will be entered to win a free book! For 
more information and to sign up, please 
visit massbook.org/readingchallenge.

Chair Volleyball for Seniors, every 
Thursday, 1:30 p.m. Have some fun and 
join us for chair volleyball! No running 
or jumping required. Please sign up on 
our website or by calling the circulation 
desk at 413-583-3408. Walk-ins are wel-
come.

Who picked this book? Book Club 
Meeting, first Thursday of the month, 
3:30 p.m. Join us for this month’s Who 
picked this book? Book Club meeting! 
You can pick up a copy of the book at the 
circulation desk. 

Happy Hour Book Club Meeting, last 
Thursday of the month, 6:30 p.m. Join us 
for this month’s Happy Hour Book Club 

meeting! You can pick up a copy of the 
book at the circulation desk.

FOR TEENS
Chess Club, every other Monday 

(December 30 and January 13) 3:30 
p.m.-4:30 p.m. All experience levels are 
welcome for an hour of chess, some in-
struction provided. For ages 9-17, please 
register.

Mario Kart Tournament for YAs, 
Monday (December 30) 1:00 p.m.-3:00 
p.m. For middle and high schoolers. 
Limited to 16 people and there will be 
free pizza! Use the library Switch or feel 
free to bring your own. Please register. 

“Sun and Snow” Beaded Beauties 
for YAs, Tuesday (January 14) 4:00 
p.m.-5:00 p.m. For tweens and teens. 
Sandy brings a HUGE selection of beads 
and will teach how to make beaded 
snowflakes and sparkling suncatchers. 
Please register.

Youth Crochet Club, every other 
Tuesday (January 14) 5:30 p.m.-6:30 
p.m. No meeting December 31. For ages 
10-17. For beginners up to experienced 
crocheters, supplies provided or bring 
your own. Please register.

Magic the Gathering Club, Month-
ly, Thursday (January 2) 5:30 p.m.-
7:00 p.m. For middle and high school. 
Bring your cards or use our decks. Please 
register. 

 “Read Between the Lines” High 
School Book Group, once a month, 
Friday (January 24) 3:00 p.m.-4:00 
p.m. Monthly book chat for ages 14-17. 
For January the group is reading    ; cop-
ies of the book are available in the Youth 
Room. Registration preferred.

Open Sew Saturday (January 18) 
10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. For tweens, teens, 
and adults. Extra help for the Sewing 
Club project or bring your own project, 
with expert seamstress Janet Foy on hand 
to provide advice and support. Drop-in. 

FOR CHILDREN & TEENS
Winter Scavenger Hunt, Monday 

(December 30) 9:00 a.m.- 5:00 p.m. 
All ages. Win a prize for finding signs of 
winter in the Youth Room! Drop-in. 

New Year Resolution Jars, Tuesday 
(December 31) 9:30 a.m.-12:00 p.m. 
For all ages. Decorate a sparkly, colorful 
jar to save your New Year’s resolutions 
and then open the jar next New Year’s 
Eve to see how you did! Drop-in. 

Pokemon Club, every other 
Wednesday (January 8 and January 
22) 3:30 p.m.-4:45 p.m. For 8-14. Trad-
ing, dueling, and gaming on your own 
handhelds, phones, or Nintendo Switch. 
Please have your name on everything you 
bring to the club. Please register.

New Tech Toy Expo, Thursday (De-
cember 26) 11 a.m. All ages. Try out all 
the great new tech toys in the youth room 
donated by the Friends of the Library 
from a grant from the Joseph and Anna 

C. Dias Jr. Family Foundation! Drop-in. 
Tween Graphic Novel Book Group, 
Thursday (December 26) 1:30 p.m.-
2:15 p.m. Note December time change. 
(January 23) 5:00 p.m.-5:45 p.m. For 
ages 9-13. Meet each month with other 
graphic novel lovers to discuss and share 
books, play games, make crafts, and eat 
snacks. Copies of January’s book will be 
available in the Youth Room. Please reg-
ister.

Mass. Children’s Book Award Book 
Group, second Thursday of the month 
(January 9) 6:00 p.m.-6:45 p.m. For 
4th-6th graders. Kids decide who wins 
this award after reading at least 5 nom-
inated books. For January the club is 
reading “The One Thing You’d Save” 
by Linda Sue Park. Copies are available 
in the youth room. Meet each month to 
share opinions, play games, enjoy free 
snacks, and talk about what you read and 
which book you think should be the win-
ner. Please register.

Third Thursday Sewing Club for 
YAs: Make ipad/Tablet Cases, Thurs-
day (January 16) 5:00 p.m.-7:30 p.m. 
For ages 9-17. Learn how to sew a cool, 
protective case for a tablet, all materials 
provided. Please register.

Friday Online Club, previously 
Roblox Club, every Friday, 3:30 p.m.-
4:45 p.m. Play Roblox, Minecraft or oth-
er online group games. Meet new friends 
or play with old ones. Feel free to use 
one of the library Minecraft accounts: 
please sign up for your own Roblox or 
other accounts. For ages 8-15. Please 
register.

Make Peace Stickers, Friday (Janu-
ary 17) 12:00 p.m.-4:30 p.m. All ages. 
This is an early release day for Ludlow 
Public Schools and Monday is the Mar-
tin Luther King Jr. holiday. Come make 
peace stickers to celebrate Dr. King’s 
message of peace! Drop in. 

Saturday Online Club, previously 
Minecraft Club, every Saturday, 11:00 
a.m.-12:45 p.m. Play Minecraft, Roblox, 
or other online group games. Use the li-
brary’s Minecraft accounts but please 
register for your own Roblox or other ac-
counts.    For grades 3-8. Please register.

Snow Slime, Saturday (December 
28) 10:00 a.m. For 5 and up. Make spar-
kly, snow white slime! Please register.

Drop-in Book Cover Collaging, 
Saturday (January 4) 9:30 a.m.-12:45 
p.m. Turn the covers of your favorite pic-
ture books into your own unique artistic 
creations! Drop-in. 

 
FOR CHILDREN

Daily Drop-In Crafts, all ages. DIY 
crafts available in the Youth Room daily. 
New craft each week.

Storytime for 3-5s: Time, Time for 
Storytime, Mondays 10:00 a.m. Starts 
(January 6) through (February 24) No 
storytime January 20 or February 17. 

Stories, songs, games and crafts about 
different times of the day, with a snack at 
the end. Please register. 

Sing With Me, every Tuesday, 10:30 
a.m.-11:00 a.m. For ages 0-5. Join Youth 
Services Librarian July for 30 minutes of 
favorite children’s songs and movement. 
Drop-in. 

Holiday Movie and Craft: “Winnie 
the Pooh, A Very Merry Pooh Year” 
and Hunny Jar craft, Tuesday (Decem-
ber 31) 11:30 a.m. Rated G. Enjoy free 
popcorn and drinks with this 1 hour mov-
ie, then make a New Year’s Resolution 
“Hunny” jar afterwards! Drop in. 

Lego Build Challenge, every 
Wednesday, 12:00 p.m.-5:00 p.m. Pull 
a Lego Build Challenge Card and try to 
build it with the library’s Legos, or free 
build just for fun. All creations will be 
put on display in the Youth Room for the 
week. Drop-in.

Storytime for 2-3s: Time, Time for 
Storytime, Wednesdays 10:00 a.m. 
Starts (January 8) through (February 12) 
Six weeks of stories, songs, games and 
crafts about different times of the day tai-
lored for 2-3 year olds, with free play at 
the beginning and craft and snack at the 
end. Please register. 

“True Tales” Storytime for Homes-
choolers, Wednesdays 12:30 p.m.-1:15 
p.m. Starts (January 8) through (Febru-
ary 12) For 5-8 year olds. A fun, gently 
educational storytime about real people 
and historical events. Please register.  

Grow, Play and Learn for ages 0-2, 
every Thursday, 9:45 a.m.-10:30 a.m.  
Stories, songs and skill building, led by 
Early Childhood Developmental special-
ist Jane Christian of Pathways for Par-
ents, guiding caregivers in strengthening 
interactions with their child.  Program 
includes a curriculum, “Ages and Stages” 
questionnaire, and resources to fit your 
child’s individual needs.  Sponsored by 
Pathways for Parents. Please register.

Grow, Play and Learn for ages 2-5, 
every Thursday, 10:45 a.m.-11:00 a.m.  
Stories, songs and skill building, led by 
Early Childhood Developmental special-
ist Jane Christian of Pathways for Par-
ents, guiding caregivers in strengthening 
interactions with their child.  Program 
includes a curriculum, “Ages and Stages” 
questionnaire, and resources to fit your 
child’s individual needs.  Sponsored by 
Pathways for Parents. Please register.

December and January PreK Pals, 
every Friday, 9:30 a.m.-10:30 a.m. No 
group December 27. This playgroup sup-
ports children ages 2-5 and their families. 
Each week we focus on an area of devel-
opment and provide fun activities to sup-
port your child’s learning through play. 
Areas explored include early literacy, fine 
motor development, science, math, cog-
nitive and social emotional skills. Spon-
sored by Pathways for Parents. Please 
register for the month.

What’s Happening at Hubbard Memorial Library?

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertis-
er is requested to check 
their advertisement the 
first time it appears. 
This paper will not be 
responsible for more 
than one corrected in-
sertion, nor will be li-
able for any error in 
an advertisement to a 
greater extent than the 
cost of the space occu-
pied by the item in the 
advertisement.

MEMORIALS

haluchsmemorials.com

Cemetery Memorials ✦ Markers
Granite Benches

Religious Statuary ✦ Outdoor Display

RAY HALUCH INC.
1014 Center St  ❙  Ludlow, MA  ❙  583-6508
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PUBLIC
NOTICES

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Probate and 
Family Court
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103  
Docket No. HD24P2485GD 

In the interests of 
Naveyah Jade Rivera

of Indian Orchard, MA 
Minor

NOTICE AND ORDER: 
Petition for Appointment
of Guardian of a Minor

NOTICE TO ALL
INTERESTED PARTIES

1. Hearing Date/Time: 
A hearing on a Petition for 
Appointment of Guardian of 
a Minor filed on 11/29/2024 
by Terina Simmons  of 
Indian Orchard, MA will be 
held 01/08/2025 08:30 AM 
Guardianship of Minor 
Hearing. Located: 50 State 
St., 4th Floor, Springfield, 
MA 01103.

2. Response to Petition: 
You may respond by filing 
a written response to the 
Petition or by appearing 
in person at the hearing. If 
you choose to file a written 
response, you need to:

File the original with the 
Court; and

Mail a copy to all inter-
ested parties at least five 
(5) business days before the 
hearing.

3. Counsel for the Min-
or: The minor (or an adult on 
behalf of the minor) has the 
right to request that counsel 
be appointed for the minor.

4. Counsel for Parents: 
If you are a parent of the 
minor child who is the sub-
ject of this proceeding you 
have a right to be represent-
ed by an attorney. If you 
want an attorney and cannot 
afford to pay for one and if 
you give proof that you are 
indigent, an attorney will be 
assigned to you. Your request 
for an attorney should be 
made immediately by fill-
ing out the Application of 
Appointment of Counsel 
form. Submit the application 
form in person or by mail at 
the court location where your 
case is going to be heard.

5. Presence of the Min-
or at Hearing: A minor over 
age 14 has the right to be 
present at any hearing, un less 
the Court finds that it is not 
in the minor’s best interests.
Date: November 29, 2024

Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate

12/25/2024

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Division
Docket No. HD23P0870EA

Estate of: 

Joan Ann Fountain
Date of Death: 01/07/2021
INFORMAL PROBATE 

PUBLICATION NOTICE
To all persons interested 

in the above captioned estate, 
by Petition of Petitioner 
Tracie A. Barnett of Indian 
Orchard, MA

Tracie A. Barnett of 
Indian Orchard, MA has 
been informally appointed as 
the Personal Representative 
of the estate to serve without 
surety on the bond.

The estate is being admin-
istered under informal pro-
cedure by the Personal 
Representative under the 
Massachuset ts  Uniform 
P roba t e  Code  w i thou t 
supervision by the Court. 
Inventory and accounts 
are not required to be filed 
with the Court, but inter-
ested parties are entitled to 
notice regarding the admin-
istration from the Personal 
Representative and can peti-
tion the Court in any matter 
relating to the estate, includ-
ing distribution of assets and 
expenses of administration. 
Interested parties are entitled 
to petition the Court to insti-
tute formal proceedings and 
to obtain orders terminating 
or restricting the powers of 
Personal Representatives 
appointed under informal 
procedure. A copy of the 
Petition and Will, if any, 
can be obtained from the 
Petitioner. 
12/25/2024

LUDLOW 
ZONING 

BOARD OF APPEALS
LEGAL NOTICE

The Ludlow Zoning 
Board of Appeals will hold 
a public hearing in the 
Ludlow Town Hall, 488 
Chapin Street, Selectmen’s 
C o n f e r e n c e  R o o m  o n 
Wednesday, January 8, 2025 
at 6:00 p.m. on the applica-
tion of Eversource Gas of 
Massachusetts for the prop-
erty located at 76 Ravenwood 
Drive/ 6 Miller Street, 
Ludlow MA (Assessors’ 
Map 29, Parcel 41, Zoning: 
Industrial A) The subject of 
the hearing is for a Variance 
for a Below Grade Natural 
Gas Regulator Station. Based 
on existing site topogra-
phy and tree growth, any 
other location on this prop-
erty would likely involve a 
substantial amount of earth-
work and/or tree removal. 
Additionally, in regard to the 
fence height, the additional 
fence height provides great-
er security to the Facility per 
code of Federal Regulations 
Title 29, Subtitle B, Chapter 
XVII, Part 1926, Subpart K, 
Section J.2. The applicant is 
seeking relief from the Town 
of Ludlow Zoning Bylaw 

Table 2-Table of Dimensional 
Regulations and Section 
3.0.04

Manny Lopes, Chairman
12/25/2024, 01/01/2025

Town of Ludlow
LEGAL NOTICE

You are hereby notified 
that a PUBLIC HEARING 
will be held at the Town Hall, 
Selectmen’s Conference 
Room, 488 Chapin Street, 
Ludlow, MA 01056 on 
Tuesday, January 7, 2025, at 
5:35 p.m. 

U p o n  p e t i t i o n  o f : 
EVERSOURCE ENERGY 
requests permission to locate 
a line of poles, wires, cables 
and fixtures, including the 
necessary sustaining and 
protecting fixtures along and 
across the following public 
way: 

44 Riverside Drive : 
Install one (1) fully owned 
pole along Riverside Drive. 
This pole to be labeled 
97/76M-l. The purpose for 
this work is to provide ser-
vice to lights in the parking 
lot. Pole to be located 75’ SE 
from pole 97/76M and 19’ 
from the center of the road. 
Actual dimensions above and 
pole is marked in the field. 

Derek DeBarge, Chairnan 
Manuel D. Silva 
James Gennette 

William Rosenblum 
Antonio Goncalves 

Ludlow Board of Selectmen
12/25/2024, 01/01/2025

LUDLOW 
PLANNING BOARD

LEGAL NOTICE
SPECIAL PERMIT

ESTATE LOT 
The Ludlow Planning 

Board will hold a public hear-
ing in Ludlow Town Hall, 
Selectmen’s Conference 
Room on Thursday, January 
9, 2025, at 7:15 p.m. on the 
application of Muhammad Ali 
Saleem for the property locat-
ed at 0 Sunset Ridge Ludlow, 
MA (Assessors’ Map 25, 
Parcel 27C) for: estate lot. 

If for any reason this 
hearing is cancelled, it will 
be rescheduled to Thursday, 
January 23, 2025.

Raymond Phoenix
Chairman

12/25/2024, 01/01/2025

  LUDLOW 
PLANNING BOARD

LEGAL NOTICE
SITE SKETCH

The Ludlow Planning 
Board will hold a public hear-
ing in Ludlow Town Hall, 
Selectmen’s Conference 
R o o m  o n  T h u r s d a y, 
January 9, 2025, at 7:00 
p.m. on the application of 
Matthew Nichols, Eversource 
Gas of Massachusetts for 
the property located at 76 
Ravenwood Drive, Ludlow, 
MA (Assessors’ Map 29, 
Parcel 41) for the purpose 
of: Construct a new below 
grade station within the lim-
its of subsidiary company 
property.

If for any reason this 
hearing is cancelled, it will 
be rescheduled to Thursday, 
January 23, 2025.

Raymond Phoenix
Chairman

12/25/2024, 01/01/2025

Public Notices
ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3

Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, 
Fridays noon for Monday holidays.

THIS WEEK IN HISTORY
REGION – A look back through 

history at the momentous anniversa-
ries this week.

On Dec. 25, in 1066, William I 
was crowned King of England at the 
end of the Norman Conquest.

On Dec. 26, in 2004, an earth-
quake shook the Indian Ocean floor 
near the island of Sumatra and trig-
gered a tsunami that affected areas 

from Thailand to Africa and killed 
over 200,000 people.

On Dec. 27, in 1571, Johannes 
Kepler, the   German astronomer who 
discovered the three major laws of 
planetary motion, was born.

On Dec. 28, in 1734, the outlaw 
Rob Roy MacGregor, known as the 
Scottish Robin Hood, died in his 
home in the village of Balquhidder, 
after an illness brought on by age 
and a harsh winter.

On Dec. 29, in 1845, the Repub-
lic of Texas was annexed with ap-
proval by U.S. Congress, sparking 
the Mexican American War.

On Dec. 30, in 1916,   Russian 
mystic Grigori Rasputin was mur-
dered in an effort to halt his influ-
ence over Empress Alexandra and 
the royal family.

Finally, on Dec. 31, in 1775,   
American troops under General 
Richard Montgomery and Colonel 
Benedict Arnold were defeated by 
the British in the Battle of Quebec.

William I of England was crowned King 
of England on Dec. 25, 1066.

Senators Markey and Paul urge
President Biden to extend

TikTok divestment deadline
WASHINGTON – Senator Edward 

J. Markey (D-Mass.), a member of the 
Senate Committee on Commerce, Sci-
ence, and Transportation, and Senator 
Rand Paul (R-Ky.), sent a letter to Pres-
ident Joe Biden urging him to provide 
TikTok owner ByteDance with a 90-day 
extension to either sell TikTok or face a 
ban in the United States, as authorized 
by the Protecting Americans Data from 
Foreign Adversaries Act.

The lawmakers urged the Biden ad-
ministration to trigger the 90-day ex-
tension before Jan. 19, the deadline by 
which ByteDance must either divest 
TikTok or face a ban. On Jan. 10, the 
U.S. Supreme Court has scheduled oral 

arguments to consider whether the law 
violates the First Amendment.  

Earlier this month, the D.C. Circuit 
Court of Appeals upheld the legislation 
that bans TikTok.  

In the letter, the senators wrote, 
“The stakes here are high: As a practi-
cal matter, even if the Court rules that 
the law is constitutional by the January 
deadline, ByteDance cannot divest Tik-
Tok in that limited time. Consequently, 
absent a judicial injunction, decision 
overturning the law, or action by you, 
TikTok will soon be banned in the Unit-
ed States, causing its creators and users 
serious hardship.” 

SPRINGFIELD — Behavioral 
Health Network, Inc. has announced 
two new members of its Executive 
Leadership Team, Anthony Boswell and 
Sigfredo Irizarry.

Anthony Boswell joined BHN as 
Senior Vice President in October. In 
this role, he will provide strategic lead-
ership across multiple service lines 
and play an instrumental role in shap-
ing the organization’s future direction. 
With extensive experience in mental 
health leadership, Boswell’s expertise 
will be key in advancing BHN’s mis-
sion and expanding its impact in the 
community.

Prior to joining BHN, Boswell 
served as CEO of LevinThor, LLC, a 
consulting firm specializing in man-
agement, leadership, and education. 
He has also held senior leadership po-
sitions at mental health organizations 
in Springfield, MA, New Orleans, LA, 
and Washington, DC, further enhanc-
ing his diverse experience in the sector.

Boswell attended the United States 
Air Force Academy and earned a B.A. 
from Stony Brook University, a Master 
of Education in Organizational Lead-
ership from the University of North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill, and a Juris 
Doctor from the University of Penn-
sylvania Carey Law School.

Sigfredo Irizarry joined BHN in 
November as Vice President of Per-
formance Improvement, Applications 
& Data Analytics. In this position, 
Irizarry will lead efforts to enhance 

performance improvement initiatives 
across the organization, focusing on 
optimizing applications and leveraging 
data analytics to improve service deliv-
ery. His strategic vision and leadership 
will play a key role in the company’s 
continued success and operational effi-
ciency.

With 30 years of experience in IT, 
Irizarry specializes in IT leadership, 
system information, business continu-
ity, cybersecurity, and process auto-
mation. He is an accomplished IT ex-
ecutive, adept at leading diverse teams 
and developing sustainable IT strate-
gies. Irizarry has extensive experience 
in managing technical teams, complex 
system migrations, and cyber security 
efforts to mitigate risks.

Currently pursuing a Bachelor of 
Science in Cybersecurity from Purdue 
University, Irizarry is enrolled in the 
CISSP Track. He also holds a Bache-
lor of Science in Business Administra-
tion and Management from the Inter-
national Institute of The Americas.

Steve Winn, President and CEO 
of BHN, stated, “We are excited to 
welcome Tony and Sigfredo to our 
Executive Leadership Team. Their ex-
perience and leadership will be key 
in driving our strategic vision and en-
hancing the quality of services we pro-
vide. These appointments demonstrate 
our commitment to strengthening 
BHN’s leadership and advancing our 
mission to deliver exceptional behav-
ioral health services.”

Behavioral Health Network announces new 
additions to Executive Leadership Team  
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MAXIMUM EFFICIENCY. EX-
TRAORDINARY performance. 
Central Boiler certified Classic Edge 
Titanium HDX OUTDOOR WOOD 
FURNACE. Call today 413-296-
4320.

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor 
Wood Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titani-
um Stainless Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  
Call (508)882-0178

WANTED TO BUY

ANTIQUES AND 
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glass-
ware, Silver-plated items, watch-
es, Musical instruments, type-
writers, sewing machines, tools, 
radios, clocks, lanterns, lamps, 
kitchenware, cookware, knives, 
military, automotive, fire depart-
ment, masonic, license plates, 
beer cans, barware, books, oil 
cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more Donald 
Roy (860) 874-8396

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas-
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487.

ELECTRICIAN

NEED AN 
ELECTRICIAN?

Look no further! 
PJ’s Electrical offers fast 
and reliable electrical services 
for your home or business. 
Call now for a FREE estimate!

(413) 366-1703
LICENSED & INSURED

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HANDYMAN RESIDENTIAL RE-
PAIRS. Powerwashing, home repairs, 
interior/exterior painting, ceiling/wall 
repairs and chimney repairs. Fully li-
censed/insured. Lic. #105950CSL. Call 
413-566-5596/413-433-5073.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys-
tems, sump pumps.  BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569-
1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING

Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16 
room. Very neat, references, prompt 
service call (508)867-2550

KEN’S PAINTING SERVICES. 
Interior painting/staining, wallpaper 
removal, wall/ceiling resurfacing, cab-
inet painting. Quality workmanship, 
fully insured. Free estimates. Call 413-
896-8264.

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace-
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling.  30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 

ROOFING
JENKINS ROOFING  specializing 
in residential roofs & repairs, chim-
ney repairs. Hampden, MA - 413-
566-5596/413-433-5073. Lic. 
#105950CSL. Fully insured.

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages 
cleaned, Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  
Family owned/operated since 1950   
(413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE 
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE. Res-
idential removal of trees, Free 
estimates, Fully insured W/Workman’s 
Comp. Remove them before the wind 
takes them down. Cordwood, stump 
grinding. Call 413-283-6374.

DL & G TREE SERVICE - Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478-
4212

STUMP 
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-
478-4212.

AUTO FOR SALE
2010 HYUNDAI SONATA
138,400 miles. Well-cared for 

and in good condition.
$2,500/OBO – MUST SELL.
Please call (541) 654-6007,

leave message.

ENGLISH SPRINGER SPANIEL 
MALE, liver tri-colored. current on 
shots, soft temperament. $100. 413-
596-8190.

The Town of Oakham is seeking 
an experienced municipal Treasurer/
Collector. 15 hours a week, negotia-
ble pay based on experience. Please 
send resumes to admin@oakham-
ma.gov.

TOWN OF BLANDFORD 
HIGHWAY SUPERINTENDENT

The Town of Blandford is seeking a 
qualified individual for the position of 
Highway Superintendent. Salary range 
starting at $75,000-$80,000+ negotia-
ble based on experience/skills. 

Please visit our website 
TownOfBlandford.com 

or email Administrator@Townof-
Blandford.com 

for more information.

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis-
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per-
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis.

BEDROOMS(s) 
AVAILABLE NOW:

4BR/2BA house in peaceful Palmer 
neighborhood, flexible terms. $925 in-
cluding utilities/parking. Pets/420 ok. 
Friendly live-in landlady. Women/NBs 
only. Email your situation/preferences: 
deirdre@mit.edu

WANTED SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES PETS

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  MONDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

Retro World
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JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

Find archives of this local newspaper at
www.newspapers.turley.com

Advertise your 
HOME 

IMPROVEMENT
SERVICES 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS!
Call 413-283-8393
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DL&G
TREE

Tree  Removal  
■ 

Structural Pruning
■ 

Crane 
Service

■ 
Storm 

Damage
■ 

Stump 
Grinding

■ 
Lot Clearing

Give us a call for your free estimate 
and tree evaluation

DL&G
TREE

INSURED AND CERTIFIED

413-478-4212

Happy New Year!
DL&G TREEDL&G TREE


