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First Church hosts West Mass Brass concert
through Cultural Council

By Marcelo Gusmão
Staff Writer

mgusmao@turley.com

LUDLOW – This weekend, 
the First Church held its annu-
al tree-lighting event, and a free 
concert by the West Mass Brass 
Band, provided through the Cul-
tural Council.

On Saturday, Dec. 7, the 
church invited the West Mass 
Brass Band to perform ren-
ditions of favorite Christmas 
songs. Following the concert, 
the church provided light re-
freshments and a procession to 
the front of the building to sing 
a few carols and light the Christ-
mas Tree.

Karen Robison said that she 
was contacted by Ken McCance, 
the head of the band, who had 
been given a grant through the 
Cultural Council to perform at 
one of the local churches this 
weekend.

“We had already planned to 
do our tree-lighting that day, so 
it would lead right into it,” Rob-
ison said.

Advertising was primarily 

By Marcelo Gusmão
Staff Writer

mgusmao@turley.com

LUDLOW – At the Dec. 3 
Select Board meeting, the board 
voted to appoint a resident to 
the Safety Committee and re-
scind a previous vote on Opioid 
Settlement Funds.

Opioid funds
Select Board Chair Derek 

DeBarge returned to the matter 
of a request for $19,409 to Tap-
estry Health for services offered 
to the region.

“Last meeting we voted to 
approve a requested amount 
from the Opioid Settlement 
Fund to Tapestry Health,” said 
DeBarge. “Upon some further 
information by one of our board 
members that was brought to 
our attention, there are some 
that wish to reconsider that 
vote.”

Select Board Member Tony 
Goncalves said that he is “a big 
fan” of what the town will hope-
fully be able to do with the set-
tlement money.

“However, I really want to 
see it go to organizations that 
are dedicated to that purpose, 
solely,” Goncalves said. “I think 
in Tapestry’s case, there are 
a lot of other things going on 
within the organization, and we 

can’t really be assured that that 
money will be used where we 
want it to go.”

Manuel Silva asked if the 
board had received any rec-
ommendation from the Board 
of Health, and was informed it 
had not. Select Board Member 
James Gennette said that he 
agreed with Goncalves’s con-
cerns.

“Tapestry Health is huge, 
across many towns and commu-
nities,” Gennette said. “I would 
really like to make sure that 
these opioid funds that were 
given to Ludlow stay, specifi-
cally, in Ludlow. I know Tapes-
try does some things in Ludlow, 
but they operate on a grander 
scheme.”

The board then voted unan-
imously to rescind its previous 
motion allocating money to 
Tapestry Health.

Safety Committee
The Select Board received 

correspondence from Sharon 
Martins, requesting to be ap-
pointed to a vacancy on the 
Safety Committee. Town Ad-
ministrator Marc Strange raised 
concerns about the makeup of 
the committee.

“The Safety Committee is 

Selectmen rescind vote on
Opioid Settlement Funds

Way Finders holds mapping activity to
determine resident priorities

By Marcelo Gusmão
Staff Writer

mgusmao@turley.com

INDIAN ORCHARD – The 
City of Springfield is seek-
ing feedback from residents 
of the neighborhood to guide 
its Neighborhood Investment 
Plan.

The city has hired Pioneer 
Valley Planning Commission 
to create a Neighborhood In-
vestment Plan for 12 neigh-

borhoods most impacted by 
the COVID-19 pandemic. This 
project is being funded by the 
American Rescue Plan Act, 
with plans already having been 
completed in seven neighbor-
hoods; Mason Square, Maple 
High, Six Corners, just finished 
Metro Center, North End, and 
South End.

Beatrice Dewberry, the 
Community Building and En-
gagement Director at Way 
Finders, said that the next 

phase of the project will in-
clude lower Liberty Heights, 
Forest Park, and Indian Or-
chard.

On Nov. 23, approximate-
ly 30 residents sat down with 
Dewberry at the Citizens 
Council to make suggestions 
on how the neighborhood 
could be improved.

“We sat down and looked 
at a map of the neighborhood, 

Submitted photos

Councilor Zaida Govan (center) held up a map of the neighborhood for residents to see and make 
suggestions.

Photos by Marcelo Gusmão

West Mass Brass Band performed at the First Church of Ludlow this Saturday.
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Police Department to participate in ‘Drive Sober Get 
Pulled Over’ Campaign This Holiday Season

LUDLOW – Chief Daniel Valadas 
is pleased to share that Ludlow Police 
Department is teaming up with the U.S. 
Department of Transportation’s Nation-
al Highway Traffic Safety Administra-
tion to remind drivers to Drive Sober or 
Get Pulled Over this holiday season.

NHTSA and local law enforcement 
agencies are launching a high-visibility 
impaired driving awareness campaign 
that runs from Dec. 11 through Jan. 1, 
2025, and want all drivers to remem-
ber: Drive Sober or Get Pulled Over. In 
support of law enforcement’s dedication 
to protecting the lives of residents in 
their communities, drivers will see of-
ficers working together during the holi-
day season to take drunk drivers off the 
roads.

This initiative is part of the Winter 
Impaired Driving Campaign, which is 
active throughout December. Ludlow 
Police will have extra patrols through-
out the month to detect and apprehend 

drivers and operators who are under the 
influence of alcohol or drugs.

The additional patrols are funded 
through a portion of a $20,000 Mu-
nicipal Road Safety Grant through the 
Massachusetts Office of Grants and 
Research. The grant was awarded to 
Ludlow Police to staff extra patrols for 
six national traffic safety campaigns 
throughout the year, with December be-
ing the first of these campaigns. 

Alcohol-impaired driving is dead-
ly and continues to be a factor in fatal 
traffic crashes in the United States, es-
pecially during the holidays. During 
the 2018-2022 December months, there 
were 4,759 people killed in alcohol-im-
paired-driving crashes. In December 
2022 alone, 1,062 people died in alco-
hol-impaired driving crashes.

Unfortunately, males and young peo-
ple are at greatest risk for injury or fa-
tality: In December 2022, drunk male 
drivers were involved in fatal crashes 

at a much higher rate (22 percent) com-
pared to female drivers (16 percent), 
and young drivers ages 21-34 accounted 
for the highest percentage (25 percent) 
of alcohol-impaired drivers involved in 
fatal traffic crashes.

Drivers should remain safe during 
the holidays by planning ahead if they 
intend to drink. They shouldn’t wait 
until after drinking to plan how to get 
somewhere, as being under the influ-
ence of alcohol or other substances can 
cloud a person’s judgment.

Individuals should secure a desig-
nated sober driver or call a taxi or ride-
share service to ensure they get home 
safely. Those who are designated driv-
ers should refrain from consuming alco-
hol or other substances. 

Community members should also 
look out for their friends and family by 
ensuring they have a sober ride home, 
and by not letting them get behind the 
wheel while impaired. Residents and 

community members are reminded to 
contact Ludlow Central Dispatch if they 
observe an impaired driver on the road. 

Over the past 10 years, Ludlow Po-
lice has seen an increase in impaired 
driving, including a 100 percent in-
crease in driving under the influence 
of drugs and a 50 percent increase in 
drunk driving. 

“Drunk driving is illegal and deadly 
and no one should get behind the wheel 
if impaired or under the influence of 
alcohol or drugs,” said Chief Valadas. 
“We want our community to have a 
fun-filled holiday season, but also want 
residents to be responsible, use sensi-
ble judgment, and remain safe, and that 
means refraining from drinking and 
using impairing substances before or 
while driving. Make the right choice for 
a safe and sober ride home.”

For more information on impaired 
driving, visit NHTSA.gov/risky-driv-
ing/drunk-driving.

Have a Very Merry Gif t Card!Have a Very Merry Gif t Card!
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OWNED

We Buy, Sell & Trade
Video Games & Other Media

NINTENDO
XBOX

187 Main St, Indian Orchard, MA
(5 minutes from Springfield)

Mon-Sat 11am–7pm • 413-301-5020

ATARI

PLAYSTATION

SEGA

LOCALLY 
OWNED

We Buy, Sell & Trade
Video Games & Other Media

NINTENDO
XBOX

187 Main St, Indian Orchard, MA
(5 minutes from Springfield)

Mon-Sat 11am–7pm • 413-301-5020

ATARI

PLAYSTATION

SEGA

We Buy, Sell 
and Trade

Video Games 
gift cards available!gift cards available!

70 Post Office Park 
Suite 7005

Wilbraham, MA 01095
413-596-0115

Salon J
GIFT CARDS GIFT CARDS 

TO MAKE HER TO MAKE HER 
FEEL BEAUTIFUL FEEL BEAUTIFUL 

AVAILABLE AVAILABLE 
IN ANY IN ANY 

DENOMINATIONDENOMINATION

Phone 596-5088 or 596-8809
2571 Boston Rd., Wilbraham • www.MandarinWilbrahamRest.com

Cocktails • Dining In • Take Out • Catering Available
JAPANESE & CHINESE CUISINE

WE DELIVER ALL DAY! 
(Minimum order $15 / $4 charge in Wilbraham $4.50 charge out of town/within 5 miles)

Mon.-Thurs. 11am-9pm • Fri. & Sat. 11am-10pm • Sun. 12 Noon-9pm • Closed Tues.

       Buy $50 Gift Card & 
Get $10 Gift Card FREE!
Buy $100 Gift Card & 

Get $20 Gift Card FREE!

route20barandgrille.com

2341 Boston Rd., (Rt. 20) Wilbraham

413.279.2020

Bar & Grille
EST. 2016EST. 2016

GIFT CERTIFICATE SPECIAL!
December 20-24 - For Every $50 Gift Certificate 

Purchased, You’ll Receive An Extra $10
TRAYS 
TO GO! 

For Your 
Holiday 

Entertaining

OPEN FOR 
LUNCH 

Thurs. -Sun.

SATURDAY, DEC. 14, 11:30AM-5PM
DONATE NEW, UNWRAPPED TOYS 

& WARM WINTER 
OUTERWEAR 

For Kids Ages 5-12 
AND RECEIVE A 

          FREE PASTA DINNER!

Follow us on 
Facebook & 
Our Website 
for Updates

CHRISTMAS STUFF 
THE TRUCK EVENT

Kitchen Hours: 
Tues.-Wed. 4pm-9pm

Thurs. 11:30-9pm
Fri.-Sat. 11:30am-9:30pm

Sun. 11:30am-8pm
With Extended Bar Hours

Dine In Only

Open 6:00am Daily ~ Year Round!
757 Main St., Wilbraham • 413-596-4002

GIFT CARDS 
FROM RICE’s...

The perfect gift for 
Teachers • Bus Drivers

Babysitters • Letter Carrier
Co-workers • Neighbors

Stocking Stuffers
Secret Santa... EVERYONE!

RICE FRUIT RICE FRUIT FARMFARM

ESTABLISHED 1894

W
ILBRAHAM, M

A

Plants, Gardening Tools, Statuary
Let Them Choose What They 

Really Want with a GIFT CARD!

Unique Gifts for the GardenerUnique Gifts for the Gardener

www.16acresgardencenter.com

1359 Wilbraham Rd., Springfield
413-783-5883
Open Daily, Closed Christmas

Find us on 
Facebook

HOLIDAY HOURS:
Mon.-Fri. 10-5pm 

Thurs. 10-6pm
 Sat. 10-4pm • Sun. 12-4pm

2341 Boston Road, 
Wilbraham

413-599-1717

PROMOGift Card
$50 IN GIFT CARDS = 

$5 FOR YOU
$100 IN GIFT CARDS = 

$10 FOR YOU
$150 IN GIFT CARDS = 

$15 FOR YOU
$200 IN GIFT CARDS = 

$20 FOR YOU

When You Give Our Little Card, They Get All of This...
• Creative Menu • Generous Portions

• Large Wine Selection
LIVE MUSIC Fri. & Sat.
Open: Mon.-Thurs. 11am-9pm, 

Fri. & Sat. 11am-10pm, Sun. 12-8pm
2133 Boston Road, Wilbraham • 413.271.1208

631 CENTER ST., Route 21, Mass Tpke Exit 54 
LUDLOW • 589-7071 • www.randallsfarm.net

OPEN EVERY DAY 7AM – 8PM
 Find us on  Facebook  and YouTube

Nothing 
says 

“Happy 
Holidays” 

like a 
Gift Card 

from 
Randall’s!

HOLIDAY GIFT CARD SPECIALHOLIDAY GIFT CARD SPECIAL
Purchase $100 in Gift Cards & Purchase $100 in Gift Cards & 
Receive a $20 Gift Card FREE!Receive a $20 Gift Card FREE!

6 Burt Lane, Wilbraham • 413-279-3303
• • • • • •  Open Tuesday - Saturday • • • • • •
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Nomination papers for the March 2025 
Annual Town Election

LUDLOW – Nomination pa-
pers for the March 24, 2025, An-
nual Town Election are available 
through Jan. 31, 2025.

Two openings for Board of Se-
lectmen (three year terms)

One opening for Board of As-
sessors (three year term)

One opening for Board of 
Health (three year term)

One opening for Housing Au-
thority (five year term)

One opening for Library Trustee 
(three year term)

One opening for Planning Board 
(five year term)

One opening for Recreation 
Commission (three year term)

One opening for Recreation 
Commission (two year unexpired 
term)

Two openings for School Com-
mittee (three year terms)

One opening for School Com-
mittee (one year unexpired term)

Town-wide office nomination 
papers must be signed by at least 50 
registered voters in Ludlow. Can-
didates are advised to collect more 
than 50 signatures to ensure the 
requisite number of certified signa-
tures.

Town meeting member nom-
ination papers must be signed by 
at least ten registered voters of the 
precinct in which the candidate re-
sides.

Nomination papers for all the 
above offices must be filed at the 
Town Clerk’s office by 5 p.m. on 
Jan. 31, 2025.

Voters in each precinct will elect 
five town meeting members for three 
years and elect other members as 
necessary to fill existing vacancies.

Please call the Town Clerk’s 
office with any questions 413-583-
5600 Ext. 1. 

631 CENTER ST., Route 21, Mass Tpke Exit 54 
LUDLOW • 589-7071 • www.randallsfarm.net

OPEN EVERY DAY 7AM – 8PM
 Find us on  Facebook  and YouTube

ALWAYS FRESH AT 

THE BEST FRESH FOR 
YOUR HOLIDAYS!

Spectacular 
Poinsettias

“Not Just Red”
Fantasy Blue 

Glittered & Glamorous
All Sizes & Colors In 

Decorative Containers Too!

Favorite 
Holiday Plants
Stunning Amaryllis
Christmas Cactus
Elegant Orchids

Winter Blooming Cyclamen

Ready For Pick Up or Delivery
Call 413-589-7071 

New England Specialties
Italian Gourmet Baskets
Snack Attacks, Wine Baskets

CHOCOLATE LOVERS
Breakfast Bonanzas
Entertainments & MORE!

Gourmet Gift BasketsGourmet Gift Baskets

Beautiful Fresh Beautiful Fresh 
Flower ArrangementsFlower Arrangements
With Long Lasting EvergreensWith Long Lasting Evergreens

Holiday WinesHoliday Wines
~ MIX N’ MATCH ~ 
Buy 6 Bottles Save 10%Buy 6 Bottles Save 10%

Great Selection!
Villa Jolanda Holiday Prosecco, Glühwein, 
Cranberry Wines From Hardwick & Truro

LAST DAY TO ORDER 
ChristmasChristmas

Bakery & HolidayBakery & Holiday
Catering OrdersCatering Orders

   Thursday, December 19th

Featuring Cardinals 
& Candles

BOXWOOD TREES

WINES OF THE MONTH
Rodney Strong Knights Valley 

Cabernet Sauvignon
$27.99 ~ Save $2

Rodney Strong Chalk Hill 
Chardonnay

$17.99 ~ Save $2

Gluten Free Holiday Foods
Fresh & In Our Freezer Section

Great Selection of Fruit Pies, 
Cupcakes, Cheesecakes & MORE

Santos Barber Shop
Corner of East and (244) 

Hubbard St., Ludlow

A Traditional Barber Shop

     413.583.4042
Joe Santos
Registered Master
Barber Since 1976

Hours: Tuesday - Friday 9-6
Appointments preferred - Give us a call today!

APPOINTMENTS USUALLY AVAILABLE THE SAME DAY – CALL US!

Voice 
or text

LudlowLudlow Self Storage Self Storage
Compare Our Prices & Save!

Local Family Owned & Managed

291 Moody Street, Ludlow 
call/text: 413-800-6022 • ludlowselfstorage.com

Brand New Building!
Safe & Secure with 24/7 Access, 
Security Cameras & Coded Entry

Largest Selection of Sizes Available

• Overgrown property?
• Excavator Services • Extreme Brush Cutting!

• Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal • Lawn/Arborvitae Installed
• Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand • Storm Clean-up • Small Demo • Insured

JOSH ROZELL 413.636.5957

LUDLOW—The town’s First 
Church, located at 859 Center St., 
will be opening its Christmas shop 
on Friday, Dec. 6, Saturday, Dec. 7, 
Friday, Dec. 13, and Saturday, Dec. 
14 from 9 a.m. until 12 p.m.

There will be assorted Christmas 
items along with knitted, crochet, 
quilted items, and several home- 

made crafts.
The Hummingbird shop will be 

open with an assorted fabrics and 
yarns for at reduced prices and the 
book store will also be open that is 
filled with some of your favorite au-
thors along with a selection of chil-
dren books at fabulous prices.Stop 
by and see what we have to offer.

LUDLOW – The High School 
Band and Chorus will present 
their annual holiday concert on 
Wednesday, Dec. 18 at 7 p.m. in 
the high school auditorium.

Come and enjoy some of your 
favorite holiday melodies while 
supporting the high school’s mu-
sic program. The concert is free 
and open to the public.

For more information, you 
can visit the school’s Facebook 
page or contact Kevin McAvoy by 
sending an email to K_McAvoy@
LudlowPS.org

Annual Holiday 
Concert in the 
High School 
Auditorium

First Church opens Christmas 
Shop for two weeks

LUDLOW – Celebrate the 
Christmas Season with The Big 
Band Sounds of the 19-piece Heri-
tage “Pops” Orchestra, with vocals 
by Ann Maggs.

The event will include hors 
d’oeuves, dinner, and dessert. Ad-
vance tickets are $25 per person, 

and there will be a giant Wood 
Dance Floor, a 50/50 Raffle and 
Cash Bar.

The party will be held on Fri-
day, Dec. 13 at the Polish American 
Citizens Club at 355 East St. Hors 
d’oeuvres will be served from 5:30 
to 6:30 p.m., and the Grand Buffet 

Dinner by John Diotalevi will begin 
at 6:30 p.m. Music and dancing will 
run from 7-10 p.m. 

Tickets are available for pur-
chase at the PACC bar. For more 
information, call 413-636-7588 and 
ask for Bob, or call 413-800-4164 
and ask for Paul.

Heritage “Pops” Orchestra holds Christmas 
Party, Dinner, and Dance Dec. 13

Public Hearing with the Board of 
Health to be held Dec. 17

LUDLOW – The Board of 
Health will be having a public 
hearing on Tuesday, Dec. 17 at 
5:30 p.m. at Town Hall in hearing 
room #1.

This public hearing will be in 
regards to updating the Board of 
Health tobacco regulations. These 
draft regulations have been posted 
to our website, and sent to all to-

bacco retail establishments.
There will be a public comment 

session open during the public 
hearing. This is an opportunity for 
anyone interested in speaking to 
be heard by the Board.

For more information, call 
Town Hall at 413-583-5600, and 
ask for the Board of Health’s ex-
tention, 1271.
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2039 Boston Road, Wilbraham
Open: Sun.-Wed. 11:30am-9pm

Thurs.-Sat. 11:30am-10pm
~ BAR OPEN LATE ~

413-279-1198 • thelocaltablentap.com

We Are Hiring! Apply online at thelocaltablentap.com/jobs

WEDNESDAY 
SPECIAL

$20 Pasta Night
Choice of Six Pasta Dishes!

Choice of Linguini, Rigatoni, Spaghetti, 
Cavatappi or Gluten Free Penne

EVENT SPACE
Semi-private room 

for 25-90 guests. 
BOOKING COMPANY 

HOLIDAY PARTIES NOW!

SUNDAY BRUNCH 
Favorites and Specials

PLUS:
             Bloody Marys • Mimosas

                  Peach Bellinis

MONDAY SPECIAL
$15 Burger & Beer

Smash Burger, 
Fries, and 
Choice of 

16 oz. Stella or 
Bud Light

TUESDAY SPECIAL 
$20 Steak Dinner

10 oz. Sirloin 
with Mashed 

Potatoes 
and Grilled 
Vegetables

9am-
12pm

Give LOCAL 
Book your Fundraiser at the LOCAL! 

We’ll donate 20% of the food sales from your 
organization’s guests during the event. Sign up today!

THURSDAY 
SPECIAL

$29 Steak & Shrimp
10 oz. Sirloin Steak and
3 Baked Stuffed Shrimp

SPRINGFIELD — In a letter sent 
to Baystate Health and WellPoint, Inc., 
members of the Western Mass Delega-
tion of the Massachusetts Legislature 
have called for swift action for both 
sides to resolve their ongoing contract 
negotiations, emphasizing the potential 
harm to Western Mass residents who rely 
on uninterrupted access to healthcare 
services. 

Wellpoint Insurance said it has been 
unable to renegotiate a contract with the 

region’s largest healthcare provider. Its 
current contract outlining reimbursement 
rates with Baystate expires at the end of 
the year. Baystate Health is poised to stop 
accepting its members as patients after 
December 31st.

In the letter, the delegation under-
scored the importance of protecting pa-
tients and families from disruptions in 
coverage that could arise if an agreement 
is not reached promptly. The legislators 
expressed concern that unresolved nego-

tiations would force many residents to 
navigate the healthcare system without 
access to in-network services. This bur-
den could be particularly devastating for 
those managing chronic illnesses or com-
plex medical conditions. 

One of the Legislators urging Baystate 
and Wellpoint to come to an agreement is 
Senator Jake Oliveira (D-Ludlow), who 
says constituents have been reaching out 
with concerns over the uncertainty sur-
rounding their healthcare coverage. 

“This is more than a contractual dis-
agreement—it’s a public health crisis 
in the making,” said Senator Oliveira. 
“Western Massachusetts residents should 
never have to choose between financial 
stability and accessing the care they need. 
We strongly urge both parties to work 
collaboratively and resolve this issue with 
the urgency it demands.”

Massachusetts is a national leader in 
healthcare access and quality, and we 
must do everything in our power to up-
hold this standard,” the letter stated. “The 
potential for thousands of families to lose 
in-network access to essential services is 
simply unacceptable. Our priority must 
be to protect the well-being of patients 
and families who depend on these critical 
services. 

The legislators acknowledged the 

complexity of contract negotiations, 
which often involve significant financial 
and operational considerations. Howev-
er, they emphasized that these challenges 
cannot overshadow the immediate and 
long-term consequences for patients if 
a resolution is delayed. The letter urged 
both Baystate Health and WellPoint to act 
with urgency and empathy to find com-
mon ground that prioritizes the needs of 
the community. 

The legislators offered their assistance 
in facilitating discussions or providing 
additional support to expedite a resolu-
tion. They warned of the ripple effects 
that prolonged disruptions could have, 
not only on individual patients but also 
on the broader healthcare system, local 
economies, and public trust in healthcare 
institutions. 

Senator Oliveira emphasized that the 
stakes are particularly high for families 
in Western Massachusetts, who often face 
unique challenges such as limited health-
care options in rural areas.

“Massachusetts has built its reputation 
as a leader in healthcare through innova-
tion and collaboration,” Oliveira added. 
“I am confident that Baystate Health and 
WellPoint can find a resolution that en-
sures the continued well-being of the peo-
ple who trust them with their care.”

Legislators push for swift resolution in Baystate Health
and WellPoint, Inc. contract negotiations

LUDLOW — Chief Ryan Pease and 
the Ludlow Fire Department would like 
to remind residents of the ambulance sub-
scription program for 2025.

Ludlow Fire will be mailing the 2025 
Ambulance Subscription form to all 
households in Ludlow by early Novem-
ber. The annual  ambulance subscription 
fee is $50 per household and all residents 
living in the same household will be cov-
ered under one subscription payment.

The subscription fees will cover any 
remaining balances for emergency ambu-
lance services provided by Ludlow Fire 
that insurance does not cover.

Residents should be aware that 2024 
subscriptions expire on Dec. 31. To en-
sure continued coverage for 2025, current 
subscribers should pay online or in person 
before Dec. 31.

The fee may be used as a tax deduc-

tion to the extent of the law. Donations 
from this program are used to help pur-
chase the necessary supplies and equip-
ment for the Ludlow Ambulance Service.

The department also offers online 
sign-up. Residents who do not receive a 
form by mail can print one online or call 
Ludlow Fire to request one. New mem-
bers are welcome to participate. 

Those who wish to drop off payment 
at the station should leave it in one of 
the secure drop boxes located outside the 
Fire Dispatch Area on the Center Street 
side or inside the main vestibule of the 
Public Safety Complex on the Chapin 
Street side. Cash and checks are accept-
ed. 

For questions or assistance, please call 
the Ludlow Fire Department at 413-583-
8332, ext. 2309, Monday to Friday from 8 
a.m. to 4 p.m. 

LFD reminds residents to sign up 
for ambulance program

By Marcelo Gusmão
Staff Writer

mgusmao@turley.com

LUDLOW – A new shop has popped up on 
East Street to specialize in holistic practices such 
as reiki, yoga, and various workshops and classes 
for self-care.

Mystic Willow is a metaphysical shop 
and wellness center in town. According 
to the business owner, Jonencia Wood, 
the store specializes in reiki and yoga, 
and sells new age products such as can-
dles, healing crystals, and other items to 
focus on self-care and well-being.

“The yoga services we provide are so-
matic and restorative,” Wood said. “We 
don’t do fast-paced yoga. It’s really about 
creating a community of spiritual, men-
tal, and physical wellness, and then we 
provide resources and tools to facilitate 
that lifestyle for folks.”

Wood said that she was inspired to 
open the store after losing her sister-in-
law to cancer.

“It made us reevaluate how we were 

living our own lives, from a spirit per-
spective but also holistic, really thinking 
about how we’re treating our bodies,” 
Wood said. “What we decided on was 
that we needed a space that allowed us 
to really expand and explore and address 
some of the needs that we couldn’t find a 
resource for.”

Wood said that she didn’t realize she 
would be specializing in reiki and holis-
tic healing; though she had been a prac-
titioner of yoga for over 20 years, she 
had kept it to herself and focused on the 
physical aspects.

“Now we have a spiritual practice 
into shamanism and occult-style meta-
physical practice,” Wood said. “That 
basically means that we consider the el-
ements, consider how astrology impacts 
us, our emotional and spiritual wellbeing, 
how we shift with moon phases, and dif-
ferent energy forces.”

Wood talked about exploring reiki 
energy to learn about how people can 
heal in unconventional or non-tradition-
al ways, and to support traditional path-

ways.
“Thinking about reconnecting with 

yourself and feeling from the inside out, 
addressing past hurt and past traumas,” 
Wood said. “Those meta practices may 
extend to sacred healing circles that al-
low you to really connect with a commu-
nity of like-minded folks, and connect 
with yourself more than anything else.”

While exploring non-traditional forms 
of healing, Wood said that it is no re-
placement for medicine, and works with 
the customers to complement their medi-
cal and healing needs.

“One of the things we do is we ask if 
they are on a more western medicine ap-
proach to cancer and care and if they’re 
working with mental health therapists,” 
Wood said. “We would compliment 
whatever those services are. If a person 
says their therapist says they should en-
gage with somatic practices, we would 
perform things only their bodies can re-
spond to, if that’s part of their approved 
treatment plan from their physician.”

“A lot of folks come to us because 

counselors have referred them,” Wood 
said. “All of that is done through the cli-
ent themselves, not with a partnership 
with a particular institute or a referral.”

Wood said the reception for her store 
has been tremendously warm, and that 
people continue to find the store.

“People often say ‘I don’t know why 
I’m here or how I found you,’ but ulti-
mately engage in some kind of healing 
modality or take advantage of one of our 
workshops,” Wood said.

The store currently offers a free Div-
ination Club. Wood encouraged people 
to bring divining tools to practice with 
like-minded people.

“By the time they leave, they have a 
little bit of a resource for learning about 
this other way of approaching wellness 
and healing,” Wood said.

To learn more about this new store in 
town, you can visit their website at Mys-
ticWillow.co. Be sure to check out their 
Workshops, Classes, and Services page.

Mystic Willow offers new approach to healing and self-care

HAVE SOMETHING TO SHARE?
Send your stories and photos to  mgusmao@turley.com



The Register   ❙   December 11, 2024   ❙   Page 5 ◗

Welcome to the Ludlow Senior Center 

 

LUDLOW— The calendar is 
packed with many fitness programs, 
entertainment, education sessions, and 
more. Reserve a lunch in the Center’s 
beautiful dining room complete with 
coffee, tea, and dessert by calling a 
day in advance at 413-583-3564 (call 
Friday for lunch on Monday). 

For full program. and activity de-
scriptions and general information 
about what a senior center is and does 
go to: Ludlow.ma.us. Seniors can also 
“like” the Ludlow Senior Center on 
Facebook. A paper copy of the Senior 
Scene newsletter is available at the 
Center.

Activities Calendar:
Please register in advance for items 

with*
Thursday, Dec.12
8:45 a.m. Foot Care Appoint-

ments*
9 a.m. Tai Chi
9:30 a.m. Dominos
9:30 a.m. Email Scam Talk
10:30 a.m. Sen. Oliveira Office 

Hour
10 a.m. SHINE Benefits Counsel-

ing*
10:15 a.m. Mindful Meditation*
10:30 Friends of the Senior Center 

Meeting
1 p.m. Mahjong 
2:30 p.m. Active Yoga
Friday, Dec. 13
Center Closed
Monday, Dec. 16
8:45 a.m. Foot Care Appoint-

ments*
9:00 a.m. Knitting
9:30 a.m. Boomer Bootcamp*
10:30 a.m. Rep. Saunders Office 

Hour
1 p.m. Scrabble 
1 p.m. Better Together*
1:15 p.m.  Pitch 
10 p.m. Watercolor Pencil Class*
2:30 p.m.  Zumba Gold 
Tuesday, Dec. 17
9 a.m. Quilting
9 a.m. Line Dancing
10 a.m. Cribbage
10:30 a.m. Gentle Yoga
1 p.m. Brown Bag Pick Up*
1 p.m. Western Dance Class
1:30 p.m. Cooking with Jodi*
1:30 p.m. Bingo
4:30 p.m. Power Pump Exercise 

Class
5 p.m. Movie: A Christmas Story 

(1983)
Wednesday, Dec.18
9 a.m. Ceramics
9 a.m. Zumba Gold
10:30 a.m. Healthy Bones & Bal-

ance Class*
12 p.m. Lunch & Learn*
1 p.m. Movie: A Christmas Story 

(1983)
1 p.m. Healthy Bones & Balance 

Class*
1:30 p.m. TED Talk
4:30 p.m. COA Board Meeting
Thursday, Dec. 19
8:45 a.m. Foot Care Appoint-

ments*
9 a.m. Tai Chi
9:30 a.m. Dominos
10 a.m. SHINE Benefits Counsel-

ing*
10 a.m. Sunshine Painting Class*
10:15 a.m. Mindful Meditation*
10:30 a.m. Potato Pancakes
1 p.m. Mahjong 
2 p.m. Book Club: The Sun Sets 

on Singapore
2 p.m. Writers Block*
2:30 p.m. Active Yoga
*PLEASE register for Boomer 

Boot Camp, Healthy Bones & Bal-
ance, Foot Care, and other programs 
as noted by calling 583-3564

Daily Events:
Café: Monday – Friday 8-11 a.m.
Exercise Room: Monday - Friday 

8 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. Open until 6:30 
p.m. on Tuesday. 

Walking Club: Monday – Friday 
7 a.m. and 8 a.m., leaving from the 
parking lot.

Menu:
Thursday, Dec. 12: Birthday 

Lunch, Chicken Marsala/Scalloped 
Pot/Vegetable  

Friday, Dec. 13: CENTER 
CLOSED

Monday, Dec. 16: Sweet & Sour 
Chicken/Rice/Asian Veggies

Tuesday, Dec. 17: Sausage Grind-
er/Onions & Peppers/French Fries 

Wednesday, Dec. 18: Lunch & 
Learn! Beef Stew/Biscuit

Thursday, Dec. 19: Shrimp Scam-
pi/Linguini/Peas

 Reserve a delicious $2 lunch by 
calling a day ahead. Call on Friday to 
reserve lunch on Monday. 

For allergy concerns, call the Se-
nior Center to ask about ingredients at 
413-583-3564.

358 Sewall Street, Ludlow, MA  |  413-527-0517

Providing real estate transactions and services, including:
Leasing and landlord-

tenant matters

Short sales

Title research
and correction

www.legacycounsellors.com

Purchases, refinances,
sales, home equity loans

Real estate nominee trusts

Purchase and leasing
of commercial property

DR. CHRIS LAVOIE
Lavoie Family Chiropractic

Cell: 413-222-6841
Insurance Not Accepted

Exam & Six Treatments $285

Acacio serrazina
Bricklayer/Mason

Masonry by Acacio
Chimneys, Walls and

Other Masonry Specialties

Cell: (413) 433-3238
Home: (413) 543-6773

Available evenings and Saturdays.
Scan today to book a consult!

75 Post Office Park
#7507, Wilbraham

413-675-7570
www.mypoportho.com

100% locally owned and operated

Available evenings and Saturdays.
Scan today to book a consult!

75 Post Office Park
#7507, Wilbraham

413-675-7570
www.mypoportho.com

100% locally owned and operated

Available evenings and Saturdays.
Scan today to book a consult!

75 Post Office Park
#7507, Wilbraham

413-675-7570
www.mypoportho.com

100% locally owned and operated

First Responders Dinner to be held
LUDLOW—Pioneer Valley Finan-

cial Group & Ludlow Veterans of For-
eign Affairs’ hosts its 7th Annual First 
Responders Appreciation Dinner. The 
event will be held on Thursday, Jan. 
9 from 5 to 7  p.m. at the Gremio Lu-
sitano Club in Ludlow.

The event is held as a way of rec-
ognizing the dedication of our local 
first responders. It’s a night of food, 
fun, games and prizes. Annual chief 
games will be hosted; a friendly com-
petition between departments, toys for 
all the children attending and raffle 

prizes!
This event is for local first respond-

ers and their families who live or work 
in Ludlow, Wilbraham & Hampden, 
including Police, Fire, EMTs, Hamp-
den Country Sheriff’s Dept, State Po-
lice, Emergency Dispatchers and all 
departments’ retirees. 

There is no registration or charge 
to attend this event. 

If you have any questions, feel free 
to connect with our Community Out-
reach Manager, Katherine Ferri, at 
413-589-1500.

Support the local 
businesses that support
your local newspaper.

Let them know you 
saw their ad in the

The Register

SMOOCH, OLIVER AND 
JUDGEMENT

These are Patricia’s grand-
bunnies, (from left) Smooch, 
Oliver and Judgement.

We feature your pets here. 
Is your fur friend a dog, cat, 
chicken, lizard, horse, bird, 
mouse…you get the point. Is 
there a pet you’re fostering 
and trying to re-home? All pets 
are welcome! Email a high-
resolution jpg of your pet with a 
little information to mgusmao@
turley.com.

Frozen Polish food sale Dec. 14

WILBRAHAM - The nearly seven-
ty-voice Wilbraham Community Chorus, 
accompanied by Marcia Jackson and 
conducted by Ray Drury, will present 
two concerts in early December. The first 
concert will take place on Sunday, Dec. 
8 at 3 p.m. at Saint Cecilia’s Church, 
Wilbraham, and the second on Satur-
day, Dec. 14 at 2 p.m. at First Church of 
Christ, Longmeadow. 

Drury has chosen a varied and com-
pelling program including music of 

Haydn, Mozart, Vaughan Williams, For-
rest and Whitacre as well as varied ar-
rangements of folk tunes, pop songs and 
seasonal music. Of particular interest 
will be performances by both Jackson 
and well-known local pianist Todd Rov-
elli offering selections of four-hand pi-
ano music, and additionally a chamber 
choir comprised of members of the larger 
group will also perform.

While admission to each concert is 
free, a free-will offering will be taken.

INDIAN ORCHARD—There will 
be a frozen Polish food sale of piero-
gi (cabbage, potato & cheese,  sweet 
cheese, blueberry) golumbki and ka-
pusta on Saturday, Dec. 14, 2024 from 
8 a.m. to 12 noon at Immaculate Con-
ception Church Hall on 25 Parker St., 
Indian Orchard. All are welcome.

There will also be a silent auction 

and Christmas basket raffle by youth 
of the parish.The Rosary Sodality is 
selling lottery calendars after Mass 
for month of December  at $20 which 
make good Christmas gifts and stocking 
stuffers 

You can also purchase them by call-
ing Jean Duperre  at 413-592-1965 or 
Julie Chmura at 413-543-4750.

Wilbraham Community Chorus Concerts
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OPINION

Live tabletop Christmas 
trees become year-round 
houseplants

Norfolk Island pines are nearly as popu-
lar as poinsettias this time of year, gracing 
chain store and supermarket shelves just 
after the Thanksgiving holiday, or perhaps 
soon after Halloween, these days!  

Not sure exactly what they look like? 
Think mini Christmas tree.  

These cute conifers come table top ready, 
predecorated with tiny little ornaments and 
a festive foil sleeve. Most stand less than a 
foot tall, yet the amount of holiday cheer the 
bring to someone who otherwise wouldn’t 
have a Christmas tree is immeasurable.

Unlike cut Christmas trees, potted Nor-
folk Island Pines need not be discarded once 
the holidays have passed. Simply take their 
decorations off and they become an easy to 
maintain houseplant.  

Although they look as if they would be 
hardy to our area, they are not, so don’t plan 
on giving them a spot outdoors come spring-
time, or you’ll lose them with the first hard 
frost of fall. Norfolk Island, from which the 
plant hails, is situated in the southern Pacif-
ic Ocean, northeast of Sydney, Australia – a 
much warmer climate indeed!  

The only locations within the United 
States that the Norfolk Island pine is hardy 
are Hawaii, and parts of Florida and Califor-
nia. Southern Florida is home to many com-
mercial growers of the plant.

It is interesting to note that the Norfolk 
Island pine isn’t a true pine at all. Rather it 
is an evergreen plant with needle-like leaves.  

Side branches rise from the main stem at 
wide angles, giving it a symmetrical, trian-
gular outline, especially when young. In the 
wild, heights can top off around 200 feet, 
with diameters between 9 and 10 feet. As a 
houseplant, it is very slow growing.  

To keep your Norfolk Island pine look-
ing its best for seasons to come, provide it 
with good quality light- a few feet from a 
south or west facing window is ideal. Give it 
a quarter turn at each watering and you will 
be rewarded with a nice straight stem.  

If window space is out of the question, it 
will do okay in a well-lit room as well, pro-
viding the lights are on for most of the day. 
Temperatures should range between 60-70 
degrees during the day; slightly cooler at 
night.  

It is important that the Norfolk Island 
pine be kept from temps below 50 degrees 
for any length of time or injury may occur. 
Therefore, be sure it is in a bag or protec-
tive sleeve when you bring it home from the 
store in chilly winter weather.  

Keep its soil moist but not soaking wet. 
Sometimes lower limbs may brown and 

then drop. Age, as well as erratic watering 
can cause this problem. Repot and check 
watering practices.  

Fertilize in the spring, once active 
growth resumes.

Perhaps the most cherished of all ten-
der herbs is Rosemary (Rosemarinus offici-
nalis), the herb of remembrance. Its needle 
like leaves and fragrant foliage make it a 
wonderful candidate for use as a table top 
Christmas tree!

One of the more common questions 
when people toured Old Sturbridge Village’s 
greenhouse in the off-season, was “How do 
you manage to overwinter your rosemar-
ies?  They are some of the biggest I’ve ever 
seen!”  

In a controlled setting such as a green-

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Letters to the editor should be 250 
words or less in length. No unsigned 
or anonymous opinions will be 
published. We require letter writers to 
include his or her town of residence 
and home telephone number. We 
must authenticate authorship prior to 
publication. 

We reserve the right to edit or 
withhold any submissions deemed to 
be libelous or contain unsubstantiated 
allegations, personal attacks, 
defamation of  character and offensive 
language. 

All unknown or alleged facts and 
quotations offered by the author need 
to cite credible, unbiased sources. 

Send letters to: The Register, 
24  Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069 or 

email theregister@turley.com.
The deadline for submissions 

is Friday at noon.

SUBMISSIONS POLICY
Readers, local merchants,  

institutions, municipalities, non-profit 
groups, and civic organizations are 
strongly encouraged to send The 
Register  your hometown news and 
photos. News items and press releases 
should be sent via email to mharrison@
turley.com as an attachment AND 
pasted directly into the email message 
screen. 

Please send photo captions 
identifying all subjects in your image(s) 
from left to right. 

We need first and last name, 
hometown, title if applicable, and a 
brief description of what subjects are 
doing in the photo. Email uncorrected, 
raw, RGB color digital photos at highest 
resolution directly off your camera to 
mharrison@turley.com.

Publicity chairpersons are 
encouraged to send in news  about 
upcoming fundraising or other calendar 
events at least three weeks before the 
event.

If you are having difficulty with  a 
press release or need help, please call  
(413) 283-8393.

To send submissions by regular 
post, mail to: The Register, 24  Water 
Street, Palmer, MA 01069.

GUEST COLUMN The

REGISTER

GUEST COLUMN

Pied-bill grebe

A Brimfield resident, who frequently 
emails about bird sighting saw a pied bill 
grebe in Warren on Nov. 6.

The pied-bill grebe is about 12 inches 
long. It is stocky and brown with a short 
stout bill. During the summer months, the 
grebe has a black ring around a white bill 
with a black chin. In winter the bill either 
shows a faint ring or no ring at all and the 
chin is light.

This grebe feeds by diving underwater 
and catching fish, aquatic insects, frogs and 
crayfish. The pied-bill grebe is one of the 
earliest migrant grebes to return and often 
arrives on ponds before the ice is all melt-
ed. They summer on lakes and ponds and 
winter in sheltered saltwater bays. 

The female lays six to seven bluish 
green eggs in a platform nest of decaying 
vegetation, attached to growing vegetation 
in shallow water. In territorial skirmishes, 
males come together and tilt their heads up 
while calling. Parents may do a distraction 
display of flapping their wings between 
dives when their young are in danger. Their 
white rear feathers may be flashed when 

alarmed. 
During breeding, calls are a “cow cow 

cow cow cow,” a loud “keck keck” in alarm 
and a softer “cuk cuk cuk.” The grebe gen-
erally remains quiet in winter. 

Wild turkeys
I continue to see either one to three 

Tom turkeys or larger flocks of hens in 
my travels around Central Massachusetts. 
Although wild turkeys are now a common 
site, I never tire of spotting them. 

Low flying geese
A few days a low flying flock of geese 

flew over my yard just above tree top level. 
They honked as they went. I assume they 
landed in one of the beaver ponds near my 
home.

Birds at feeders
I put out shelled peanuts and sunflower 

mix seeds in the morning in my tray feed-
ers. I have black-capped chickadees, tufted 
titmice, white breasted nuthatches, an occa-
sional downy woodpecker, mourning doves 
and squawking blue jays.

I have not put out suet cakes yet as I 
want to be sure the black bears are hiber-
nating. Last year, I bought a new suet hold-
er for this winter. I don’t want to put it out 
to early in case a bear shows up and walks 
off with it. Somewhere in the woods around 
my home, there must be a large pile of 
suet feeders taken by bears. If I was lucky 
enough to find them, I think most would be 
smashed and unusable.

Common raven
I continue to hear the common raven 

and sometimes see them flying overhead. 
They are much larger than the crow and 
make a low gronking sound. 

Mass Audubon bird sightings
Cape Cod weekly wildlife sightings are 

sponsored by the Bird Watchers General 
Store in Orleans and Mass Audubon’s Well-
fleet Bay Wildlife Sanctuary. The follow-
ing sightings were reported between Nov. 
13 and Nov. 19. Cape Cod’s second-ever 
record of a spotted towhee was found at 
the Provincetown Airport on Nov. 16. A 
very rare pine grosbeak, two white-winged 
crossbills and a late prairie warbler were 
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The Register welcomes readers 
to participate in this year’s election cam-
paigns by writing letters to the editor for 
publication on these pages. Letters of up 
to 250 words from local residents endors-
ing candidates on the ballot or discussing 
campaign issues should be sent to The 
Register, care of Turley Publications, 24 
Water St., Palmer, MA 01069, faxed to 
413-289-1977 or emailed to theregister@
turley.com. Please include a daytime tele-
phone number for verification purposes 
(it will not be printed). Letters must be re-
ceived by noon Monday to be considered 

for that Thursday’s newspaper. No attack 
letters will be printed. No letters written by 
candidates supporting their own candida-
cy will be printed. If the volume of letters 
received is larger than the space available 
in the newspaper, or if the letters become 
repetitive, the newspaper reserves the 
right to print a representative sample. No 
endorsement letters will be printed in the 
last edition before the election. 

For more information, call the editor 
at 413-283-8393.

Campaign news
As part of its election coverage, the 

newspaper plans to print stories about 
contested races for Congress, state Sen-
ate, state House, district attorney and 
Governor’s Council during the weeks 
leading up to the election, as well as a 
question-and-answer voters guide. In or-
der to ensure fairness to all candidates, 
no political press releases will be printed, 
nor will reporters cover political rallies or 
fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to further pub-
licize their candidacy, beliefs and events 
may contact advertising, 413-283-8393 
about paid advertising in The Register.

Election letters policy

www.turley.com

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

in my

By Ellenor Downer

Please see GARDEN, Page 12

Please see BACKYARD, Page 12
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 Are you having difficulty communicating 
with your partner, struggling with 

boundaries, and healthy relationships? 

We invite you to join us 
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
 to explore these topics and more. 

This group will be held in zoom, is 
educational, confidential, and free. 

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.

We don’t only 

work here, 

we live here 

too!

(413) 610-1122 • Fax: (413) 610-1126
77 Winsor St., Suite 202, Ludlow

pmarta@martalawoffices.com

HOLIDAY APPETIZERS

$289

$366

USDA INSP. KAYEM BUDDABALL

SMOKED PIT HAM
BONELESS WHOLE...........

USDA INSP. FRESH
PORK “CROWN” ROAST...
USDA INSP. FRESH
HOLIDAY ROAST 
BONELESS PORK LOIN
WITH HAM, CHEESE, 
PEPPERS, OLIVES, SPICES ........

$399
lb

$449

USDA INSP. FROZEN
PORK SHOULDER PICNIC . $139

USDA INSP. STORE MADE
ITALIAN SAUSAGE
ALL VARIETIES ...................... $279

lb

USDA INSP. HATFIELD OLD TIME
SKINLESS SHANKLESS

HARDWOOD SMOKED
WHOLE HAM ....................

lb

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

RIB EYE for 
STANDING ROAST

$988
lb

WHOLE or 
HALF

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

SALE 
DATES:  

12/12/24-
12/18/24

OPEN 
12/22 

SUNDAY 
8AM-1PM

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

$1089
lb

BEEF TENDERLOIN

lb

lb

lb

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

$599
lb

BEEF SIRLOIN
SPOON ROAST

USDA INSP. 
FRESH AMERICAN

$599
lb

LEG 
LAMB

STUFFED TURKEY - SIDES - DESSERT

ALSO A COMPLETE LINE OF 
GOURMET CAKES & DESSERTS

$999

$899

USDA INSP. FROZEN

BACON WRAPPED
SHRIMP 15 COUNT ..........

USDA INSP. FROZEN

TURKEY BREAST .............
CAPONS ...........................
CORNISH GAME HEN .......

USDA INSP. FRESH
CHICOPEE PROVISIONS

BLUE SEAL KIELBASA .....

$169
lb

$499

USDA INSP. FROZEN CODINO’S
MANICOTI w/ RICOTTA 40 OZ

$499

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN BOS’N

CALAMARI 2 1/2 LB BAG .....

lb

ea

ea

ea

WE CARRY A WIDE VARIETY OF FROZEN TURKEYS, 
TURKEY BREAST, DUCKS, GEESE, CORNISH HENS AS WELL AS 
FRESH HAMS & RED MEAT ROAST FOR YOUR HOLIDAY NEEDS!

$1999

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN

COOKED SHRIMP
16/20 COUNT 2 LB BAG ...... ea

$149USDA INSP. FROZEN COOK’S

HAM PORTIONS BUTT & SHANK lb

$199USDA INSP. FROZEN BONELESS

HAM DINNER AVERAGE 5 LB lb

CUT 
FREE

CUT 
FREE

$1499
lb

FROZEN IMPORTED

90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

 LEG 
RACKS

$599
lb

$279
lb

handled by West Mass, who made 
posters and provided them to the 
church to put up wherever they 
could. Robison reported that over 
100 people attended Saturday’s 
concert.

“That’s a great turnout for this 
type of event,” Robison said. “It 
was really nice, it has been a great 
boost in the community.”

Robison said that the tree-light-
ing that same evening went very 
well, though only a fraction of the 
people who attended the concert 
stayed for the caroling and refresh-
ments.

“Maybe 25 people stayed for the 
tree-lighting,” Robison said. “We 
weren’t sure how that would go, if 
people would stay, because so many 
people don’t like to drive after dark, 
though it wasn’t quite dark.”

Robison said that some people 
who didn’t attend the concert still 
came out for the tree-lighting, de-
scribing a family that lives “not too 
far away” from the church.

“We had some great refresh-
ments, then went outside at about 
4:15 p.m. when it was just starting 
to get dark,” Robison said. “We 
sang a few Christmas carols, then lit 
the tree and ended it with ‘We Wish 
You A Merry Christmas.’ Every-
body sang and enjoyed it.”

Residents who attended the 
event said they were thrilled, and 
were quoted as liking the music and 
enjoying how it got them into the 
Christmas spirit.

“The church likes to do it, be-
cause it’s an outreach to the com-
munity,” Robison said. “It’s because 
of the great work of the Cultural 

Council, and we’re able to provide 
the venue for it. It’s a win-win for 
everybody.”

The First Church is located at 
859 Center St. If you’d like to see a 
recording of the performance from 
this Saturday, you can find it at 
West Mass Brass Band’s Facebook 
page.

CONCERT from Page 1

Ken McCance (center) conducted the West Mass Brass 
Band and addressed the crowd between songs..

Photos by Marcelo Gusmão

Church members Karen and Dave Robison praised the 
performers of the Saturday show.

Submitted photo

Karen Robison leads carolers in singing Christmas songs before the tree-lighting.

The tree in front of the First Church of Ludlow was lit up this weekend.

www.turley.com

CHECK OUT ALL THE

TurleyPublications
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and identified the neighbor-
hood’s resources and attributes, 
and also things that residents 
want to see the city invest in to 
develop further,” Dewberry said.

Dewberry said she heard as 
many as 40 distinct recommen-
dations from the mapping activ-
ity, with residents focusing on 
economic development, trans-
portation, housing, climate and 
energy, parks and open space, 
and arts and culture.

“Residents brought up things 
like more business and eco-
nomic development along Main 
Street,” Dewberry said. “Indian 
Orchard has some beautiful and 
amazing water areas, so people 
talked about building out access 
to those waterways in the neigh-
borhood.”

Another consideration that 
Dewberry said residents were 
concerned about was speed 
control, and said that there was 
a discussion about having the 
city invest in ways to manage 
this, such as more crosswalks or 
flashing beacon lights and other 
forms of infrastructure.

“There were some bigger 
ticket items, like a Senior Cen-
ter or Youth Center being de-
veloped in the neighborhood,” 
Dewberry said.

Way Finders was hired by 
PVPC to lead engagement. As 
Director of Community Build-
ing and Engagement, Dewberry 
said that she specializes in en-
gaging residents, building coa-
litions, and working around the 
areas that the residents advocate 
for, which she said often center 
around housing and transporta-
tion.

“The goal of a mapping 
activity is allowing residents 
to think big,” Dewberry said. 
“Over the next 10 years, how do 
you want to see the city invest in 
your neighborhood? Rather than 
have the city decide, this gives 
that power directly to residents. 
That’s why it’s so important 
to get people to come to these 
meetings and take part in these 
surveys.”

For residents who did not at-
tend the meeting, there is a sur-
vey that coincides with the pro-
cess that’s being finalized based 
on the input from the mapping 
activity. Dewberry said that 
these surveys will be distribut-

ed at the Senior Luncheon being 
held at the Citizens Council on 
Dec. 16.

“We’re going to be there 
with a big map for more people 
to write directly on,” Dewber-
ry said. “We’re also doing toy 
giveaway on Dec. 18.”

There will also be addition-
al workshop opportunities for 
residents starting in March. 
Dewberry said the program is 
working with the University of 
Massachusetts Landscaping and 
Architecture Department to cre-
ate renderings and models based 
on the feedback received from 
residents.

“We’ve done this in oth-

er neighborhoods,” Dewberry 
said. “It feels more tangible for 
people to look at a drawing or 
scaled model.”

Dewberry said that working 
with the IOCC has been phe-
nomenal, describing it as “a 
very active and vibrant neigh-
borhood council that’s very sup-
portive of the residents.”

“We did some micro-surveys 
preliminarily at the Food Truck 
Festival to gauge the communi-
ty,” Dewberry said. “The feed-
back, even then, was widespread 
love of Indian Orchard. I think 

in every survey, someone wrote 
in ‘I love my community, the 
neighbors are great, I feel safe.’”

“They also commented on 
the neighborhood’s council,” 
Dewberry said. “Working with 
them has been great, Jackie Far-
row is super helpful, and they’ve 
helped us to engage residents to 
be part of the planning team and 
helped with outreach.”

Way Finders also offers 
training programs to residents 
across Springfield and Holyoke, 
such as leadership training and 
digital equity.

a nine-member committee, seven mem-
bers of which are all town employees,” 
Strange said. “Two of the (positions) are 
specifically for residents.”

Strange said that one resident seat is 
filled by a town employee from the Po-
lice Department, and though he had 
“nothing but good things to say about” 
Martins, he wanted the board to be aware 
that she would be taking the final open-
ing for a town resident.

“If the board fills this final opening 
with Martins, the entire committee is go-
ing to be made up of town employees,” 
Strange said, “whereas the purpose was 
to have two residents on the committee.”

Gennette asked if the bylaw had any 
guidelines against this, and Strange said 
that town employees still qualify for the 
committee if they’re residents.

“It’s an issue to have every member 
of the Safety Committee a town employ-
ee and not have representation by a cit-

izen not affected by the employ of the 
town,” DeBarge said.

DeBarge said that he was aware of 
another resident who was interested in 
the position, but had not received any pa-
perwork. After confirming with Strange 
that the position was posted, Gennette 
suggested delaying the appointment a 
month before making an approval.

Select Board Member Bill Rosen-
blum compared the appointment to Town 
Meeting, where town employees can be 
elected as residents to vote on matters 
that can involve their own budget.

“I like the idea that anybody volun-
teers to do anything in town,” said Gon-
calves. “We have such a hard time get-
ting people, in general, that want to step 
up to the plate in non-compensated posi-
tions, especially.

Goncalves said that, since the position 
was advertised and no one else applied, 
he saw no problem with making the ap-
pointment. The board voted unanimously 
to appoint Martins to the position.

SELECTMEN from Page 1

MAPPING from Page 1

Residents gathered around a table and poured over maps of the 
neighborhood.

Families and residents of all ages worked at the mapping event, 
beneath the mural of the neighborhood that hangs in the Citizens 
Council building.

The mapping event was held at the Citizens Council, and brought in residents to make suggestions on 
improvements they would like to see.

24 Water Street
Palmer, MA 01069

413-283-8393
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All Papers 
Will Deadline 
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Thursday, Dec. 19
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www.turley.com

Jackie Farrow helps to unfurl a map for the residents to see.
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Newest co-op prepares 
for 2024-2025 season

WEST SPRINGFIELD – After a tough year with 
numbers, Belchertown and Ludlow hockey made the 
decision to co-op for the sport in order to sustain par-
ticipation. Ludlow will be the host school for the co-op 
program between the two programs, which were also 
once rivals. Belchertown, once a strong program and 
Western Mass. contender in recent memory, saw its 
numbers plummet during the past two years. The new 
co-op starts the regular season on Thursday, Dec. 12 at 
Olympia Ice Center at Agawam at 6:30 p.m. They face 
Minnechaug on Saturday, Dec. 14 at 12:30 p.m. The 
co-ops home games will be played on Ludlow’s home 
ice of Olympia Ice Center in West Springfield.

Abigail Tommey makes a pass during 
practice last week.Ellie Garcia swings the ball around.Kayliana Moret drives toward the hoop.

Ludlow girls look for improved season
LUDLOW – It has 

been a challenging few 
years for Ludlow girls 
basketball, which has 
made some strides on 
defense, but has often 
not been able to provide 
enough offense to win 
many games. This year, 
the Lions hope a year 
more experienced will 
help its cause as they 
get their season under-
way next week. The Li-
ons open the year with 
Franklin Tech on Tues-
day, Dec. 17 at 7 p.m.

Turley photos by David Henry 
www.sweetdogphotos.com

Tournament opens Lions 
wrestling season

TThe Ludlow High School wrestling team works out last Wednesday afternoon.

LUDLOW – This Sat-
urday, Ludlow High School 
wrestling gets its season 
off to a big start with the 
Knight-Hawk Tournament 
in Holyoke. Wrestlers will 
enter brackets featuring 
more than a dozen other 
schools both in and out of 
the Western Mass. region. 
Ludlow’s first dual meet of 
the season is Wednesday, 
Dec. 18 at SICS at 6 p.m.

Turley photos by David Henry
 www.sweetdogphotos.com

Ella Libiszewski grapples with a 
teammate.Lucas Alvan, a captain, goes for a 

takedown.

Noah Simard starts to 
grapple during practice.

Charlie Fijal makes a stop with the 
puck.

Rolon Anderson makes his way toward the 
goal.Kellen Steigmeyer lines up a shot on goal.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

Joe Toomey makes an off-balance shot.
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Ludlow 2024-2025 winter varsity schedule

 CLUES ACROSS
  1. Thou __ do it
  6. Sino-Soviet block 

(abbr.)
  9. Brainstem part
 13. Town in New York 

state
 14. Little (Spanish)
 15. Continent
 16. Retch
 17. Short-billed rails
 18. Small period of time 

(abbr.)
 19. Confused
 21. A team needs one
 22. Woman in ancient 

times
 23. Republican Party
 24. Spanish be
 25. “The Godfather” 

character Johnny
 28. Not around
 29. City in Zambia
 31. A type of beginning
 33. Numb
 36. Gurus
 38. Small, gray-headed 

crow
 39. Vehicle type
 41. Disorders
 44. One point east of 

southeast
 45. Indian soldier
 46. Tree type
 48. Midway between 

south and southeast
 49. It cools your home
 51. Corn comes on it
 52. Ship’s deck
 54. A way to bake
 56. Improvised
 60. Butterfly genus
 61. Baseball fields have 

them
 62. Designated space
 63. Discharge
 64. Two of something
 65. Once more
 66. Part of your face
 67. Tax collector
 68. Cassia tree

CLUES DOWN
  1. One-time Aaron 

Rodgers target
  2. Wings
  3. Overly studious person
  4. They protect your 

valuables
  5. The Volunteer State
  6. Non-hydraulic cement
  7. Horse mackerel
  8. Jackson and Diddley 

are two
  9. Splendid displays
 10. Mountain in NE Greece
 11. A daughter or your 

brother or sister
 12. German surname
 14. Having more than one 

husband at a time
 17. Romanian city
 20. Energy
 21. Makes less hot
 23. Gas diffusion electrode
 25. Former CIA
 26. Set an example for 

others
 27. Support of a particular 

person
 29. One from the Big 

Apple
 30. Mountain range
 32. Violate the sanctity of 

something
 34. Supervises flying
 35. Talks
 37. Persian male given 

name
 40. Born  of
 42. Forcibly take one’s 

possessions
 43. Discounts
 47. Knockouts
 49. Posh Colorado 

destination
 50. Form of therapy
 52. British rock band
 53. Type of virus (abbr.)
 55. The U. of Miami 

mascot is one
 56. Volcanic crater
 57. Middle Eastern nation
 58. Sinn __, Irish 

organization
 59. Ethiopian lake
 61. Bits per inch (abbr.)
 65. Equally

BOYS BASKETBALL			 
Monday, Dec. 16	 Home	 Hampden Charter	 7 p.m.
Thursday, Dec. 19	 Away	 Westfield Tech	 7 p.m.
Monday, Dec. 23	 Home	 Mt. Everett	 7 p.m.
Friday, Dec. 27	 Away	 St. Mary’s	 6:30 p.m.
Monday, Dec. 30	 Home	 East Longmeadow	 7 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 3	 Away	 Smith Academy	 7 p.m.
Monday, Jan. 6	 Away	 McCann Tech	 7 p.m.
Thursday, Jan. 9	 Home	 Duggan	 7 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 14	 Away	 Smith Voke	 6:30 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 17	 Home	 Pathfinder	 7 p.m.
Monday, Jan. 20	 Away	 Frontier	 7:30 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 24	 Away	 Hampden Charter	 7 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 28	 Home	 Westfield Tech	 7 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 31	 Away	 Mt. Everett	 6:30 p.m.
Tuesday, Feb. 4	 Home	 McCann Tech	 7 p.m.
Friday, Feb. 7	 Away	 Duggan	 7 p.m.
Monday, Feb. 10	 Away	 Westfield	 7 p.m.
Tuesday, Feb. 11	 Home	 Monson	 7 p.m.

GIRLS BASKETBALL			 
Tuesday, Dec. 17	 Home	 Franklin Tech	 7 p.m.
Friday, Dec. 20	 Away	 Frontier	 7:30 p.m.
Monday, Dec. 23	 Away	 Hopkins	 7:30 p.m.
Friday, Dec. 27	 Home	 McCann Tech	 6:30 p.m.
Monday, Jan. 6	 Away	 Smith Voke	 6:30 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 7	 Away	 Renaissance	 7 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 10	 Home	 Pioneer	 7 p.m.
Monday, Jan. 13	 Home	 Granby	 7 p.m.
Thursday, Jan. 16	 Away	 Lee	 7 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 17	 Away	 Hampden Charter	 6 p.m.
Monday, Jan. 20	 Home	 Southwick	 7 p.m.
Thursday, Jan. 23	 Away	 McCann Tech	 7 p.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 29	 Away	 Ware	 7 p.m.
Thursday, Jan. 30	 Home	 Renaissance	 7 p.m.
Wednesday, Feb. 5	 Home	 East Longmeadow	 7 p.m.
Thursday, Feb. 6	 Away	 Granby	 7 p.m.
Monday, Feb. 10	 Home	 Lee	 7 p.m.
Wednesday, Feb. 12	 Away	 Southwick	 7 p.m.

ICE HOCKEY (co-op with Belchertown)	
Thursday, Dec. 12	 Away	 Agawam	 6:30 p.m.
Saturday, Dec. 14	 Away	 Minnechaug	 12:30 p.m.

Thursday, Dec. 19	 Away	 East Longmeadow	 6:30 p.m.
Saturday, Dec. 21	 Home	 Minnechaug	 2:30 p.m.
Monday, Dec. 23	 Home	 Westfield	 12 p.m.
Saturday, Jan. 4	 Away	 Greenfield	 6:30 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 7	 Away	 Amherst	 5:15 p.m.
Thursday, Jan. 9	 Away	 Longmeadow	 6:30 p.m.
Saturday, Jan. 11	 Away	 Northbridge	 8 p.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 15	 Away	 Westfield	 7 p.m.
Saturday, Jan. 18	 Away	 Hopedale	 5 p.m.
Monday, Jan. 20	 Home	 Blackstone Valley Tech	 10 a.m.
Thursday, Jan. 23	 Away	 West Springfield	 6:30 p.m.
Saturday, Jan. 25	 Home	 Lunenburg	 4:30 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 28	 Home	 East Longmeadow	 8:40 p.m.
Thursday, Jan. 30	 Home	 West Springfield	 8:30 p.m.
Saturday, Feb. 1	 Home	 Greenfield	 4:30 p.m.
Saturday, Feb. 8	 Home	 Longmeadow	 4:30 p.m.
Saturday, Feb. 15	 Away	 Saint Paul	 5:15 p.m.

SWIMMING			 
Friday, Dec. 13	 Away	 Chicopee Comprehensive	 3:30 p.m.
Monday, Dec. 16	 Away	 Agawam	 5:15 p.m.
Thursday, Dec. 19	 Home	 East Longmeadow	 5:15 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 3	 Home	 Westfield	 5:15 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 7	 Home	 Chicopee	 4 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 10	 Away	 Amherst	 5:15 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 14	 Home	 West Springfield	 4 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 17	 Away	 Northampton	 5:30 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 24	 Home	 Easthampton	 4 p.m.
Monday, Jan. 27	 Away	 Palmer	 5:15 p.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 29	 Home	 Central	 4 p.m.

WRESTLING			 
Saturday, Dec. 14	 Away	 Knight-Hawk Tournament	 10 a.m.
Wednesday, Dec. 18	 Away	 SICS	 6 p.m.
Saturday, Dec. 21	 Away	 Wayland Tournament	 9 a.m.
Friday, Dec. 27	 Away	 Monument Mountain	 9 a.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 7	 Away	 Westfield	 6 p.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 15	 Home	 Longmeadow	 6:30 p.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 22	 Home	 Holyoke	 6:30 p.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 29	 Away	 East Longmeadow	 7 p.m.
Saturday, Feb. 1	 Away	 Suffield Tournament	 6 p.m.
Wednesday, Feb. 5	 Away	 West Springfield	 6 p.m.

T-Birds stay on track
with big OT win

SPRINGFIELD  — The Springfield 
Thunderbirds (12-9-1-0) clawed back 
from 1-0 down after 40 minutes and 
emerged with a 2-1 overtime victory 
over  the Rockford IceHogs (8-10-3-0) 
before a sold-out crowd of 6,793 on Sat-
urday night at the MassMutual Center. 

After the two clubs exchanged 
chances in the opening five minutes, 
the opening period brought very little in 
the way of offense against Springfield 
netminder Vadim Zherenko or 
Rockford goalie Mitchell 
Weeks. 

The T-Birds 
were un-
characteris-
tically sloppy 
in the defensive 
zone, and a pivotal 
turnover at 2:59 of 
the second period 
resulted in Rock-
ford’s opening goal 
as Cole Guttman picked off 
a loose puck in the middle of the zone 
and slipped a five-hole shot through 
Zherenko to make it 1-0 IceHogs. It 
marked the first time in eight games 
that the T-Birds allowed the first goal of 
a game.

Offense did not come easily for 
Springfield, as the home team was out-
shot 16-6 in the middle period. Zheren-
ko was at his best, making a pair of oth-
er breakaway saves on Guttman among 
his 24 denials through 40 minutes of 
play. 

Zherenko rose up to make a 
game-changing stop in the opening sec-
onds of the third, as he stretched out 
with the left leg to stonewall Samuel 
Savoie on a breakaway bid to keep the 
score at 1-0.

Less than three minutes later, Tyler 
Tucker continued his torrid goal-scor-

ing weekend, flipping a point shot over 
Weeks on the glove side, bringing about 
a Teddy Bear storm and equalizing the 
game, 1-1.

It appeared as if the Thunderbirds 
had taken the lead just a few moments 
later when a Michael Buchinger shot 
bounded high in the air and into the 
blue paint. Matthew Peca jabbed the 
loose puck across the goal line, seem-

ingly making it a 2-1 Springfield 
lead. Despite being called a goal 
on the ice, the officials gathered 
and ultimately waved off the 

tally, and the 1-1 tie car-
ried to the end of 
regulation.

The T-Birds 
rewarded their net-

minder in the extra ses-
sion at 3:42 with their 
19-year-old phenom 
stepping into the spot-
light. After Aleksanteri 

Kaskima- ki fed the puck through 
neutral ice to Dalibor Dvorsky, a 2-on-1 
developed with Tucker joining the rush. 
Dvorsky patiently curled the puck to the 
middle of the ice around a sprawled de-
fender before launching a perfect shot 
glove-side on Weeks to give Spring-
field its second overtime win in as many 
nights.

The rookie’s team-leading 10th goal 
of the season also went down as his 
first overtime game-winner as a pro. 
Springfield has now won four straight 
games and is 8-1-1 in its last ten games, 
springboarding the team into third place 
in the Atlantic Division standings.

The T-Birds next embark on one of 
their longest road trips of the season, 
beginning with a Saturday contest in 
Wilkes-Barre against the Penguins on 
Dec. 14 at 6:05 p.m. at Mohegan Sun 
Arena at Casey Plaza.ANSWERS ON PAGE 15
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OBITUARIES

DEATH 
NOTICES
Danielle Irene 

(Danie) Chenaille
Died Sept. 23, 2024

Services 
Dec. 14, 2024

Ludlow Funeral 
Home

Theresa (Durand) 
Menard

Died Dec. 4, 2024
Services are private

Ludlow Funeral 
Home

Michael S. 
Obrzut Jr.

Died Dec. 5, 2024
Services 

Dec. 14, 2024
Kapinos-Mazur 
Funeral Home

Jack Joseph 
Ziemba

Died Nov. 28, 2024
Services 

Dec. 4, 2024
Nowak Funeral & 

Cremation Services

Danielle Irene (Danie) Che-
naille of Newport TN, formally 
of Ludlow MA, died on Mon-
day, Sept. 23, 2024 at her home 
with her mother by her 
side, after a brave bat-
tle with cancer. 

She was born on 
Dec. 30, 1963 at Lud-
low Hospital to the 
(late) Robert and Ju-
dith (Dumas) Che-
naille. 

Danie graduated 
from Ludlow High 
School in 1981 and went on to 
work at Mass Mutual and Em-
power for over 40 years. Af-
ter spending most of her life in 
Massachusetts, she fulfilled her 
dream and moved to the Smoky 
Mountains of Tennessee where 
she lived for the last 8 years of 
her life. 

She was a lifelong fan of the 
Boston Bruins. Among her favor-

ite memories through her life was 
when she met Phil Esposito and 
Bobby Orr when she was 11 and 
when the team won the Stanley 

Cup in 2011. She was 
also a fan of Elvis 
Presley, Willie Nelson 
and Travis Tritt. 

She is survived by 
her mother, Judith of 
Lake Wales, FL. Her 
sister, Kelli and her 
husband Tony, also 
of Lake Wales, FL. 
And her two neph-

ews, Nicholas Jacuby of Wil-
liamsville, NY and Ryan Jacuby 
of Broad Brook, CT. She also left 
behind her fur-children Kismit 
and Kosmo. 

Visiting hours for Danie will 
be held on Saturday, Dec. 14 
from 10 a.m.-11:30 a.m. at Lud-
low Funeral Home followed by 
procession to St. Aloysius Ceme-
tery for burial.  

LUDLOW - Michael S. 
Obrzut Jr., 90, of Ludlow, passed 
away on Thursday, Dec. 5, 2024, 
surrounded by his loving family.  
Son of the late Michael 
S, Obrzut Sr. and Ruth 
(McIntire) Obrzut he 
was born in Plymouth, 
NH on June 6, 1934.  
A longtime Ludlow 
resident, Mike was a 
graduate of Springfield 
Trade High School.  
He worked as a tool-
maker for 30 years 
at Tippet Tool and 
another 25 years for 
DFF.  Mike loved the 
outdoors and was an 
avid hiker and climb-
er.  One of his favorite 
spots to hike was Can-
non Mountain, home 
of the ”Old Man of the 
Mountain” in Fran-
conia, NH. He loved bowling, 
participating in many leagues 
throughout his life.  Mike was a 
communicant of St. Elizabeth’s 
Parish in Ludlow and a mem-
ber of the League of the Sacred 
Heart.

Mike is survived by his chil-
dren Michael A. Obrzut (Alice); 
Sharon Sepanek (Ron); Sandra 
Jenkins (Todd) and Laurie Cioch 
(David) along with his 7 grand-
children Jason, Nichol, Joey, 
Anna, Matthew, Zach and Jor-
dan and 3 great-grandchildren 
Isabella, Tyler and Addison.  
Mike also leaves his step-chil-
dren Chuck, Danny, Cindy and 

Mark Saloio and their families; 
his lifelong friends Ernie Dem-
by, Don Sowa, Don Mayou, 
Wilfred (Willie) Minne, Roger 

Patenaude, Eugene 
Robataille, Charlie 
Gravelin and Mon-
signor Homer Gos-
selin. In addition to 
his parents, he was 
predeceased by his 
wife Mary “Molly” 
Obrzut in 2022 and 
his step-daughter 
Vivian Colter.

Special thanks to 
the team from Com-
passus Hospice and 
his neighbor Joey 
Robak for their care 
and kindness for 
Mike.

Funeral services 
for Mike will be Sat-
urday, Dec. 14, 2024 

at 9 a.m. at the Kapinos-Ma-
zur Funeral Home, 54 Sewall 
St., Ludlow. MA followed by 
a Liturgy of Christian Buri-
al at 10 a.m. in St. Elizabeth’s 
Parish, Hubbard St., Ludlow, 
MA.  Burial will be in St. Aloy-
sius Cemetery, Berkshire Ave, 
Springfield, MA. Visiting hours 
at the funeral home will be Fri-
day, December 13, 2024 from 4 
to 7 p.m. To honor Mike’s love 
of the outdoors Mikes family 
asks that donations in his mem-
ory be made to www.outdoors.
org.donate/tribute-gifts.  For 
more information, please go to 
www.kapinosmazurfh.com.

Danielle Irene (Danie) Chenaille

Michael S. Obrzut Jr.

Turley Publications 
offers two types of 

obituaries.

One is a free, brief 
Death Notice listing 

the name of deceased, 
date of death and 

funeral date and place.

The other is a Paid 
Obituary, costing 
$225, which allows 
families to publish 

extended death notice 
information of their 
own choice and may 
include a photograph. 

Death Notices & 
Paid Obituaries 

should be
submitted through a 

funeral home to:
obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made 
only when the family

provides a death certificate 
and must be pre-paid.

Obituary 
Policy

The Ludlow Register

MEMORIALS

haluchsmemorials.com

Cemetery Memorials ✦ Markers
Granite Benches

Religious Statuary ✦ Outdoor Display

RAY HALUCH INC.
1014 Center St  ❙  Ludlow, MA  ❙  583-6508

Happy New Year!All Papers 
Will Deadline 

Thursday, Dec. 19
at Noon for 
Publication 
Dec. 23-27

for all LEGAL NOTICES...
Early Deadlines

All Papers 
Will Deadline 

Friday, Dec. 27
at Noon for 
Publication 

Dec. 30-Jan. 3Happy Holidays!

LUDLOW - Theresa (Du-
rand) Menard, of Ludlow, 
passed away peacefully on Dec. 
4, 2024 at the age of 95.  She 
was born in Chicopee 
to Ovila and Edna Du-
rand where she lived 
most of her life before 
moving to Ludlow. 
Terry enjoyed her ca-
reer as an RN dedicat-
ing many years to the 
field of OBGYN be-
fore retiring. She also 
loved to travel, but her 
greatest joy in life was spend-
ing time with her large family. 
Terry was the beloved wife of 
73 years to Norman J. Menard; 
a loving mother to Paulette 
Drobot and husband Joseph, of 

Ludlow, Jacquelyn Kowal and 
husband Thomas, of Belcher-
town, Susan Szukala and hus-
band John, of North Carolina, 

and Russell Menard 
and wife Cather-
ine, of Belcher-
town; a dear sister 
to Lorraine Taylor 
and the late Jeanne 
Dvorchak; and also 
leaves 9 cherished 
grandchildren and 
9 great-grandchil-
dren; many loving 

extended family members and 
friends.  

At Terry’s request, funeral 
services will be held privately 
by her family in Massachusetts 
Veterans Memorial Cemetery.

Theresa (Durand) Menard

LUDLOW - Jack Joseph 
Ziemba, 67, passed away on 
Nov. 28, 2024 at Baystate Med-
ical Center. Born in Springfield 
on Nov. 26, 1957 
to Patricia (Brice) 
Ziemba and the late 
Joseph Ziemba, he 
was a lifelong Lud-
low resident. He 
was a faithful pa-
rishioner at Christ 
the King Church 
in Ludlow and a 
graduate of Ludlow 
High School.  For 42 years, Jack 
served as a custodian for the Lud-
low Public Schools, primarily 
at Chapin Street School. He was 
also an enthusiastic volunteer for 
the Special Olympics, where he 
supported and mentored athletes 
on the volleyball and bowling 
teams. A passionate New England 
sports fan, Jack loved traveling 
with family and friends to various 
sporting events. A highlight of 
his travels was a memorable trip 
to Denver in 2007 to watch the 
Red Sox in the World Series. He 
also enjoyed attending many Pa-
triots games at Gillette Stadium. 
Jack’s love for travel took him far 
and wide, from exploring Ireland 
to visiting Florida to see his aunt 
and uncle, and many places in be-
tween.

Despite facing numerous 
health challenges, particularly in 
the past five years, Jack remained 
resilient and was deeply grateful 
for the care and support of his 
dedicated caregivers. Above all, 
he was a kind, loving soul who 
brought joy and a smile to every-
one who knew him. Jack’s great-
est treasure was his family, and 
he cherished every moment spent 
with them, especially his beloved 
nieces and nephews. Jack shared 
a deep and loving bond with his 

mother. They were true compan-
ions, always there for one anoth-
er. Together, they could often be 
found on their front patio, greet-

ing neighbors and pass-
ersby with warm smiles 
and friendly words.

He leaves his moth-
er, Patricia Ziemba of 
Ludlow; his siblings 
and their spouses: 
James and Angie Ziem-
ba of Richland, WA, 
Joanne Hanks of Hamp-
den, Jean and Jim Joyce 

of Monson, and John and Sarah 
Ziemba of Westborough. “Uncle 
Jack” will be dearly missed by 
his nieces and nephews: Elisa-
beth, Nick, Sarah, Ben, Matthew, 
Brian, Jimmy, Derek, Abby, and 
Kaitlin and his great-nephew 
Trenton and great-nieces Amie 
and Ellie. He also leaves other 
extended family members and 
many special friends.

Calling hours were held on 
Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024 at 
Nowak Funeral & Cremation Ser-
vices, 15 Ludlow Ave., Spring-
field. Funeral services were held 
on Thursday, Dec. 5, 2024 as-
sembling at the funeral home and 
proceeding to Christ the King 
Church for a Mass of Christian 
Burial. Burial followed at Island 
Pond Cemetery, Ludlow.

Memorial contributions in 
Jack’s memory may be made 
to Toy for Joy, c/o The Repub-
lican, 1860 Main St., Spring-
field MA 01103 (online at give.
salvationarmy.org/toyforjoy) or 
to the Special Olympics, Attn: 
Web Gifts, 2600 Virginia Ave 
NW, 11th Floor, Washington, 
DC 20037 (online at support.
specialolympics.org). To express 
online condolences to the family, 
please visit www.nowakfuneral.
com.

Jack Joseph Ziemba

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertis-
er is requested to check 
their advertisement the 
first time it appears. 
This paper will not be 
responsible for more 
than one corrected in-
sertion, nor will be li-
able for any error in 
an advertisement to a 
greater extent than the 
cost of the space occu-
pied by the item in the 
advertisement.

BUSINESS
Turley Publications is liberal with regard to its business coverage polices, but we do have some standards 

folks need to understand. First, local businesses and merchants are just as much institutions in our towns as 
the library and schools. Without them, there are no towns.

We will feature coverage of local businesses that are new, have a major expansion, moving, closing, 
under new management or ownership, celebrating a milestone anniversary, or have been thrust into the news 
realm. Merchants can request that coverage through the editor, or for our existing advertising clients, through 
their ad representatives.

For more information on business coverage for The Register, please email theregister@turley.com.



◗ Page 12   ❙   The Register   ❙   December 11, 2024

Do you have a local event or activity to pub-
licize? Please send the information as either a 
Word doc or plain (no bold text or other format-
ting) email text (no PDFs, please and do not use 
all uppercase (i.e. UPPER CASE) by 5 p.m. Friday. 
At least two weeks prior to the event is encour-
aged. Send your community events to pressre-
leases@turley.com. 

MOVIE MATINEE: The Ludlow Knights of Co-
lumbus Council 3535 will resume its Saturday 
matinees on Dec. 14 at 1 p.m. at St. Elizabeth’s 
Parish Hall on Hubbard Street. Bring the family 
and see why George Bailey makes “It’s A Won-
derful Life” the #1 Christmas movie of all time. 
Free admission, popcorn and beverages.

FROZEN POLISH FOOD Sales:   Pierogi (Cab-
bage, Potato & Cheese, Sweet Cheese. Blue-
berry), Golabki and Kapusta will be on sale on 
Saturday, Dec. 7,  from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. and 
The Rosary Sodality is selling Lottery Calendars 
for the month of December for $20 each which 
make good Christmas gifts and stocking stuffers 
after Mass or contact Jean Duperre at 413-592-
1965 or Julie Chmura at 413-543-4750. On Sat-
urday, Dec. 14, the sale will be from 8 a.m. to 
noon and The Youth of the Parish are sponsoring 
a Basket/Silent Auction.

BIBLE STUDY – THE CHRISTMAS STORY. A 
four-week Bible Study begins Monday, Dec. 2 
from 11 a.m. to noon, at First Church in Ludlow, 
859 Center St. All are welcome to join us as we 
examine this wonderful story. Led by Reverend 
Darcy Borden. Attend all the sessions or any you 
can. December 2, 9, 16 and 23. Call or text 413-
285-3069 for more information.

ONGOING
FOOD DRIVE BI-MONTHLY On the first Sat-

urday of each even month (December, Febru-
ary, April, June, August, October} First Church in 
Ludlow, 859 Center St, collects non-perishable 
foods. From 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., drive through the 
back parking lot. Donations will be taken out of 
the car and brought to the Community Survival 
Center to be distributed to those in need. Save 
your extra food items to drop off at our next Food 
Drive on Dec. 7. 

FREE CLOTHING. Every Tuesday from 9 to 
11 a.m., in the school building located behind 
Crossway Christian Church, 2230 Main St., 
Three Rivers. Clothing from baby through adult. 
Current, seasonal clothes in all sizes. Bags are 
provided for easy shopping. For more informa-
tion call Donna, (413)478-0768.

SENIOR BINGO: Hosted by the Indian Or-
chard Citizens Council 3:30-5 p.m. every Mon-
day. Free to play with great prizes. For more in-
formation, call 413-209-8240.

THRIFT SHOP: Now open at St. Gregory Ar-
menian Church, 135 Goodwin Street, Indian 
Orchard, 9:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. every Saturday 
offering quality items at affordable prices. Gen-
tly- used clothing and accessories, household 
items, books, children’s items, collectors’ items 
and more are available. For more information, 
call the church office at 413-543-4763.

CHESS CLUB: Open to residents of all sur-
rounding communities 5:30 p.m. every Tuesday 
at the Indian Orchard Citizens Council, 117 Main 
St. For more information, contact the IOCC at 
413- 209-8240 or indianorchardcitizenscoun-
cil@gmail.com or stop in during operating hours. 
Follow the IOCC on Facebook and Instagram.

LUDLOW SENIOR CENTER 55 AND OVER CO-
ED VOLLEYBALL LEAGUE: At East Street School 
on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 5:30-7:30 p.m. 
the cost to take part is $5 per year. For more 
information contact Maria Ardolino, activities di-
rector at activity@ludlow.ma.us or call 413-583-
3564.

AQUACISE AT THE CLUB: The Ludlow Com-
munity Center/Randall Boys & Girls Club, at 
91 Claudias Way, continues to offer Aquacise 
throughout the week. Aquacise is a low-impact, 
full-body workout performed in the water to put 
less stress on your joints and muscles while 
building strength. Classes are open to all mem-
bers with pool-inclusive memberships and do 
not require prior registration. Classes are held 
8:30-9:15 a.m., Tuesdays, Wednesdays and 
Thursdays. For questions, call 413-583-2072, 
ext. 124.

\SUPPORT FOR FAMILY MEMBERS: The Mi-
chael J. Dias Support Group meets 6-7:15 p.m. 

on the second and fourth Tuesday of the month 
at Our Lady of Fatima Parish Center. Education, 
resources, peer support, and hope for parents 
and family members coping with a loved one 
with a substance use disorder. Anyone needing 
help is welcome to attend. Masks are required 
and we will be seated six feet apart. For more 
information, call Maureen at 413-563-6226.

H.O.P.E. RECOVERY GROUP: Having Our 
Pathways Encouraged meetings are for those 
who have experience with addictions, grief, 
anxiety and depression, (including anxiety and 
depression due to COVID-19) and for loved ones 
who might need help in their recovery. This 
group is also for those who can help lead others 
in their recovery by example. This meeting in no 
way replaces professional therapies. It is a time 
for sharing strength, encouragement and hope. 
No fees. Bring your own non-alcoholic beverage. 
Pre-packaged snacks are available. Small group 
structure based on basic Christian principles, 
concept, purposes and confidentiality. COVID-19 
guidelines are observed. Masks required. 6:30-
8 p.m. every Monday at Fellowship Hall in Faith 
Community Chapel, 485 East Street in Ludlow. 
Parking lot behind Chapel. Fellowship Hall en-
trance at back of Chapel. Seating is limited. To 
reserve yours, call 413- 519-4591.

QUABBIN VALLEY TWIRLERS If you missed 
the first lessons in the fall, now is the time to 
give yourself a gift of dancing enjoyment for 
the coming holiday time. Do you want some ex-
ercise, mental acuity, and lots of fun with great 
people? Try our national folk dance, square 
dancing with the Quabbin Valley Twirlers. They 
dance in Belchertown and Ludlow with Sunday 
and Wednesday evenings available. For more in-
formation, call Gloria or Fran at 413-467-3352. 

BIBLE STUDY: A weekly Bible study led by 
Ludlow resident Hank Bastos takes place at 7 
p.m. on Wednesdays at 485 East St., Ludlow. 
Call 413-348-6487 for more information.

SHARE YOUR SIGHT: Volunteer to read, shop 
or walk with a blind or vision impaired person 
in your community. Call the Massachusetts As-
sociation for the Blind and Visually Impaired at 
1-888-613-2777 for details.

DIRECTORY
THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST 

OF LATTER DAY SAINTS
584 West St., Ludlow

413-583-8454
S Sunday services 

Sacrament Meeting 10- 11 A.M.
Sunday school for adults, Young single adults( 18-30) 

and teens ( 11-18 )- 1st & 3rd Sunday of
 the month  from 11-12 noon

Adult Religious/Marriage and Parenting  for Women- 
2nd & 4th Sunday of the month from 11-12 noon

Adult Religious/Marriage and Parenting for Men- 2nd 
and 4th Sunday of the month from 11-12 noon

Classes for Single Adults(18-30)- 2nd & 4th Sunday 
of the month -11- 12 noon

Classes for Young Men( 11-18)- 2nd & 4th Sunday
 of the month 11-12 noon   

Classes for Young Women ( 11-18)- 2nd & 4th Sunday 
of the month - 11-12 noon

Children’s classes: Sunday school & singing time 
every Sunday( 3-10 )  11- 12 noon

Nursery providedfor ages 18 month- 3 yr

CHRIST THE KING CHURCH
41 Warsaw Ave., Ludlow

413-583-2630
Pastor Rev. Raymond A. Soltys

Saturday Vigil Masses – 5 p.m. and 6:30 p.m.
Sunday Masses – 7:30 a.m.; 8:45 a.m. (Polish); 

10 a.m. and 11:15 a.m.
Sunday Evening Mass – 5:30 p.m.

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION CHURCH
25 Parker St, Indian Orchard,

413-543-3627 
Very Rev. Piotr Calik

Office Hours: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, 
Thursday, 9 a.m. —1 p.m.

CLOSED FRIDAY
MASS SCHEDULE

Saturday Vigil Mass: 4:15 p.m.
Sunday Mass; 8:45 a.m. (English), 10 a.m. (Polish)

Weekday Mass: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thurs-
day – 7:45 a.m. (English)

First Friday Mass: 5:30 p.m. (Polish/English)
First Saturday Mass: 9 a.m. (Polish/English)

Confessions: Saturday - 3:15–4 p.m.

ST. ELIZABETH PARISH
191 Hubbard St., Ludlow

413-583-3467
Pastor – Rev. Msgr. Homer P. Gosselin
In Residence – Rev. Norman Bolton

Deacons: Normand Grondin, Thomas Rickson, 
Keith Davies  

Office Hours: Monday – Friday 8 a.m.-4 p.m.
stelizabethludlow.org

Like us on Facebook   Follow us on Instagram   
Check out our Parish App

Wednesday, Dec. 11, - Daily Mass - 7:30 a.m. (C), 
Prayer Group- 9:30 a.m. (JR), Holy Mother Choir – 

5:15 p.m. (C), Scouts – 6:30 p.m. (FLBH/JR) 
Thursday, Dec. 12, - Daily Mass - 7:30 a.m. (C) 

Friday, Dec. 13, - Daily Mass - 7:30 a.m.(C) 
Saturday, Dec. 14, - K of C Movie - 1 p.m. (FLBH), 
Confessions - 2:30 – 3:30  p.m. (C), Faith Forma-
tion - 3:45 p.m. (JR), Saturday Mass - 4 p.m. (C),
Sunday Dec. 15,- Sunday Mass - 7:30 a.m. (C), 
Sunday Mass - 9:15 a.m. (C), Sunday Mass - 11 
a.m. (C), Sunday Mass - 5 p.m. (C), Take & Eat 

Program - 8 a.m. (FLBH/K), Confirmation Class - 8 
a.m. (ZR), Faith Formation – 10:15 a.m.(FLBH/All 
Rooms), - Sisters of  Strength - 3:30 p.m. (ZR), 

Youth Ministry/Lifeteen - 6 p.m. (ZR)
Monday Dec. 16, - Daily Mass - 7:30 
a.m. (C), Faith Formation - 6 p.m.(JR/

ZR), Ladies Bible Study – 6:15 p.m. (ER)                                                                                                                                             
     Tuesday, Dec. 17, - Daily Mass - 7:30 a.m. 
(C), Friends of St Elizabeth – 10 a.m. (ER) St. 

Rita Choir - 2:30 p.m. (C), , Middle School Youth 
Ministry - 3:30 p.m.(JR), - Bereavement Support 
Group - 6:30 p.m.(ZR), - Pastoral Council – 6:30 

p.m. (JR)

OUR LADY OF FATIMA PARISH
438 Winsor St., Ludlow

413-583-2312
Father Pedro DeOlivera

Office hours: Monday - Thursday 9:00  a.m.
to 5:00 p..m.,  closed 1:00 p.m.-2:00 p.m.

Sunday Masses – 9 a.m. (Portuguese); 
11 a.m. (English)

Monday and Wednesday Morning 
Masses – 8:30 a.m. (Portuguese) 

Tuesday and Friday Masses – 5:30 p.m. (Portuguese)
Saturday Vigil Mass – 4 p.m. (English)

First Saturday of the Month – 8:30 a.m. 
For more information, visit  ourladyoffatimaparish.org. 

 FIRST CHURCH IN LUDLOW
   859 Center St. Ludlow

    413-583-3339
Reverend Darcy Borden, Pastor

Office hours Monday & Wednesday 10 am to 2 pm
Available by appointment at other times

Sunday worship at 10 am alternating weekly with 
         Grace Union Church, Wilbraham

Call or check Facebook or the website for the 
schedule of worship and events

Service live-streamed at 10 am on Facebook 
https://www.facebook.com/firstchurchludlow

Website: www.ludlowfirst.com 

ORCHARD COVENANT CHURCH
95 Berkshire Street

Indian Orchard, MA 01151
413-543-4204

Revs. Karen and Nick Munn, pastors
Sunday School for all ages, 9:45 a.m.

Worship in person, 11 a.m.
Or watch our livestream. 

See our website for more information: 
orchardcovenant.org.

FAITH COMMUNITY CHAPEL
A Church of the Nazarene

485 East St., Ludlow, MA 01056 413-583-7875
Email: FCCLudlow@GMail.com

Lead Pastor: Reverend Lisa Morrison
Associate Pastor: Gary Coombs

Discipleship Groups 9:45 a.m. Worship Service 11 a.m.
OTHER PROGRAMS

MONDAYS at 6:30 p.m. H.O.P.E. Meeting Recovery 
Meetings for those with addictions, anxiety, and grief 

SMC. Call 413-519-4591
TUESDAYS at 7 p.m. ZOOM Bible Study

RIDAYS Children’s After School Club (pre K through 
teens) 5-6:30 p.m.

STS. PETER AND PAUL UKRAINIAN 
CATHOLIC CHURCH

45 Newbury St.
Ludlow, MA 01056

Phone: 413-583-2140
Pastor: Father Andriy Krip

Liturgy schedule:
Wednesday 9 a.m., Friday 9 a.m.

Rosary for Peace in Ukraine
  on Wednesday at 6 p.m.

DATEBOOK

house, it’s really not that difficult. Tender 
plants can be given as much sun as Mother 
Nature provides, but with the use of ther-
mostats and vents, temperatures can be 
kept to a minimum.  

We set the thermostat at 55 degree 
night temperatures, and vents opened 
when daytime heat reaches seventy. Low 
temperatures like these won’t push the 
plants into growth when winter day length 
and daylight can’t support it. Because of 
this the plants are stocky, not lanky.  

We watered when the soil is dry to the 
touch – sometimes this might be as infre-
quently as twice a week during an overcast 
stretch, or as often as every day if the sun 
is out. For home culture, a sunny but cool 
locale is best.   

For me, it’s my “mudroom!” 
One treat that many gardeners don’t 

get to appreciate is the beautiful blue flow-
ers that are borne on the plant in the short 
days of winter. Legend ties the plant to the 
Virgin Mary, saying that flowers that were 
originally white were turned to blue when 
she spread her cloak on its branches.  

Yet another reason that makes it a great 
choice for a mini Christmas tree!

With any luck, a Norfolk Island pine 
and Rosemary can go from being great 
Christmas decorations to wonderful year 
round houseplants.  

Roberta McQuaid graduated from the 
Stockbridge School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. For 33 years 
she has held the position of staff horticul-
turist at Old Sturbridge Village. She enjoys 
growing food as well as flowers. Have a 
question for her? Email it to pouimette@
turley.com with “Gardening Question” in 
the subject line.  

GARDENfrom Page 6

BACKYARD from Page 6
also seen there. A snowy owl was seen 
in Provincetown. Along Race Point Road 
a western tanager and two evening gros-
beaks were seen.

Birds from Race Point in Province-
town this week included a pacific loon, 
400 long-tailed ducks, 1,300 white-
winged scoters, 1,500 red-breasted mer-
gansers, 500 sanderlings, 400 dunlin, 
five Pomarine jaegers, 1,080 razorbills, a 
common murre, two dovekies, 85 black-
legged kittiwakes, 70 Cory’s shearwater, 
215 great shearwaters, four sooty shear-
waters, two Manx shearwaters, 3,200 
northern gannets, two Lapland longspurs 
and 24 snow buntings.

People may report a bird sighting or 
bird related experience by calling me at 
413-967-3505, leaving a message at exten-
sion 100, emailing mybackyard88@aol.com 
or edowner@turley.com or mailing to Barre 
Gazette, P.O. Box 448, Barre, MA 01005.

BusinessWest Accepting 
Nominations for the 2025 
Difference Makers Awards

SPRINGFIELD – BusinessWest, the 
business journal of Western Massachusetts, 
is now accepting nominations for its 17th 
annual Difference Makers awards.

In 2009, BusinessWest initiated the Dif-
ference Makers program as a celebration of 
of individuals, groups, organizations, and 
families that are positively impacting the 
Pioneer Valley and are, as the name sug-
gests, making a difference in this region. 
As previous nominees have shown, there 
are many ways to do this: through working 
within the community on one or many ini-
tiatives aimed at improving quality of life; 
through succeeding in business, public ser-
vice, or education; through inspiring others 
to get involved; through making an imagi-
native effort to help solve societal issues; or 
a combination of the above.

Nominations for the Difference Mak-
ers class of 2025 are due by Monday, Dec. 
16, 2024. They can be submitted at Busi-
nessWest.com/difference-makers-nomina-
tion-form/

For more information, call Natasha 
Mercado-Santana, Marketing and Events 
manager, at 413-781-8600, ext. 100, or 
email Mercado@BusinessWest.com.
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spotlight
SMALL BUSINESS 

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

Steven A. Crespo
Financial Advisor

Financial strategies. One-on-one advice.

Market swings making 
you uneasy? Let’s talk. 
Knowing our clients 
personally is what we do. 
Schedule a complimentary 
portfolio review.

658 Center Street, Ludlow, MA 01056

413-547-6048 Member SIPC

Heavenly InspirationsInspirations
Flowers • Gifts 

Collectibles • Gourmet
Ted Metayer, Jr./Ted Metayer III

Owners/Designers

64 East Street, Ludlow, MA 01056
(413) 547-6164 • (888) 248-1901

theodoremetayer@yahoo.com
www.heavenlyinspirationsflowers.com

GREAT SELECTION OF USED VINYL & CDS
We Feature Rock, Pop, Indie & Alternative, Jazz, Reggae, 

Metal, R&B/Soul, Dance/Funk, Post Punk and more.
We Sell Vintage Stereo Equipment

NOW IN 2 LOCATIONS!

raspberriesrecords.com

207 Winsor St., Ludlow
413-610-0950

48 Shaker Rd., E. Longmeadow
413-278-1145

Live ♥ Laugh ♥ Love
Dance with us!

www.alegriadance.com
debnunes@alegriadance.com

658 Center Street
Ludlow

413-583-2321

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Division
Docket No. HD24P2370EA

Estate of: 
Donald Kenneth Fierlit

Also Known As: 
Donald K. Fierlit, 

Donald Fierlit
Date of Death: 

August 18, 2024
INFORMAL PROBATE 

PUBLICATION NOTICE
To all persons interested 

in the above captioned estate, 
by Petition of Petitioner 
Eleanor M. Maziarz of 
Ludlow, MA

a Will has been admitted 
to informal probate.

Eleanor M. Maziarz 
of Ludlow, MA has been 
informally appointed as the 
Personal Representative of 
the estate to serve without 
surety on the bond.

The estate is being admin-
istered under informal pro-
cedure by the Personal 
Representative under the 

Massachuset ts  Uniform 
P roba t e  Code  w i thou t 
supervision by the Court. 
Inventory and accounts 
are not required to be filed 
with the Court, but inter-
ested parties are entitled to 
notice regarding the admin-
istration from the Personal 
Representative and can peti-
tion the Court in any matter 
relating to the estate, includ-
ing distribution of assets and 
expenses of administration. 
Interested parties are entitled 
to petition the Court to insti-
tute formal proceedings and 
to obtain orders terminating 
or restricting the powers of 
Personal Representatives 
appointed under informal 
procedure. A copy of the 
Petition and Will, if any, 
can be obtained from the 
Petitioner. 
12/11/2024

Town of Ludlow 
LEGAL NOTICE

The Board of Selectmen 
of the Town of Ludlow will 
conduct a public hearing 

on Tuesday, December 17, 
2024, at 7:00 p.m. in the 
Selectmen’s Conference 
Room, Town Hall ,  488 
Chapin Street, Ludlow, MA. 
The hearing has been sched-
uled for the proposed adop-
tion of percentages of the 
local tax levy to be borne by 
each class of real and per-
sonal property for the taxable 
year ending June 30, 2025. 

The Board of Assessors 
will be available at this hear-
ing to provide information 
and data relevant to the fis-
cal effect of “Classification 
and Taxation of the Property 
According to Use”. 

Derek DeBarge, Chairman 
Ludlow Board of Selectmen

12/04, 12/11/2024

PUBLIC
NOTICES

THIS WEEK IN HISTORY
REGION – A look back through 

history at the momentous anniversaries 
this week.

On Dec. 11, in 1998, the Judiciary 
Committee of the U.S. House of Repre-
sentatives recommended three articles 
of impeachment against President Bill 

Clinton.
On Dec. 12, in 1936, ​​Chinese Na-

tionalist leader Chiang Kai-shek was 
seized by one of his own generals, 
Chang Hsüeh-liang, beginning the 
Xi’an Incident.

On Dec. 13, in 1642, Dutch naviga-
tor Abel Tasman sighted South Island, 
New Zealand, and mistook it for the 
west coast of a hypothetical southern 
continent.

On Dec. 14, in 1568, ​​the Casket 
Letters, found to be damaging to the 
career of Mary, Queen of Scots, were 
produced at Westminster before a body 
of English commissioners appointed by 
Queen Elizabeth I.

On Dec. 15, in 1997, Janet Rosen-
berg Jagan was elected president of 
Guyana, becoming the first elected fe-
male president in South America and 
the first white president of Guyana.

On Dec. 16, in 1773, in what is 
known as the Boston Tea Party, Amer-
ican colonists disguised as Mohawk In-
dians threw 342 chests of tea belonging 
to the British East India Company into 
Boston Harbor to protest a tax on tea.

Finally, on Dec. 17, in 1903, near 
Kitty Hawk, North Carolina, brothers 
Orville and Wilbur Wright made the 
first successful sustained flights in an 
airplane.

The Casket Letters were brought 
against Mary, Queen of Scots by a body 
of English commissioners on Dec. 14, 
1642.

Public Notices
WE’VE EXPANDED OUR WEB SITE 

ARE NOW ONLINE

visit
www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all 
notices to
notices@turley.com1
Access archives and
digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.2
Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.3 Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, Fridays noon for Monday holidays.
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BALED HAY FOR SALE. First cut 
and second cut. Call 413-323-7120.

TIRES: BRIDGESTONE BLIZ-
ZARD 225 65R17, 102H four tires, 
used only two winters. No defects. 
$300/cash. Chris 413-539-4866.

MAXIMUM EFFICIENCY. EX-
TRAORDINARY performance. 
Central Boiler certified Classic Edge 
Titanium HDX OUTDOOR WOOD 
FURNACE. Call today 413-296-
4320.

ESTATE SALE
ESTATE SALE hosted by Yel-
low Bear Market. December 
13, 9am-4pm; December 14 
9am-5pm. Records, DVDs, CDs, 
kitchen tables and chairs, bureaus, 
collectibles, Hot Wheels, Star Wars, 
tools, electronics, household items, 
mountain bike, smoker, snowblowers 
and much more. Like us on Facebook 
for videos, sales and more @Yellow-
BearMarket. 184 Main Street, 
Russell.

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor 
Wood Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titani-
um Stainless Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  
Call (508)882-0178

ATTENTION 
UNPUBLISHED AUTHORS.

I am starting a free library for un-
published authors. Please send your 
rejected manuscript with a one page 
summary. Any genre including histo-
ry, fantasy, mystery, young adult, and 
poetry. Please mail to James Zlody, 
25 Tinkham Glen, Wilbraham, 
MA 01095.

WANTED TO BUY

ANTIQUES AND OLD 
STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glass-
ware, Silver-plated items, watch-
es, Musical instruments, type-
writers, sewing machines, tools, 
radios, clocks, lanterns, lamps, 
kitchenware, cookware, knives, 
military, automotive, fire depart-
ment, masonic, license plates, 
beer cans, barware, books, oil 
cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more Donald 
Roy (860) 874-8396

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns & sheds demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap-
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222-
8868.

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas-
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

JACKIE’S BOOKKEEPING 
SERVICES

Call (413) 455-4020
Email: jmbookkeeping24@

gmail.com

ELECTRICIAN

NEED AN 
ELECTRICIAN?

Look no further! 
PJ’s Electrical offers fast 
and reliable electrical services 
for your home or business. 
Call now for a FREE estimate!

(413) 366-1703
LICENSED & INSURED

HEATING &     
AIR COND.

KELLUM HEATING & COOLING 
LLC. Licensed and insured HVAC 
Technician, 30 years experience, re-
pairs, full and 24 hour emergency ser-
vice. 413-275-4408.

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HANDYMAN RESIDENTIAL RE-
PAIRS. Powerwashing, home repairs, 
interior/exterior painting, ceiling/wall 
repairs and chimney repairs. Fully li-
censed/insured. Lic. #105950CSL. Call 
413-566-5596/413-433-5073.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

MASONRY

REPUBLIC MASONRY 
SERVICES! 

Expert chimney, basement, interior/
exterior, repointing. Call Henry at 413-
276-8322. Book today! Preserve your 
timeless estate. Insured.

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys-
tems, sump pumps.  BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569-
1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING

Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16 
room. Very neat, references, prompt 
service call (508)867-2550

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace-
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling.  30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 

ROOFING
JENKINS ROOFING  specializing 
in residential roofs & repairs, chim-
ney repairs. Hampden, MA - 413-
566-5596/413-433-5073. Lic. 
#105950CSL. Fully insured.

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages 
cleaned, Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  
Family owned/operated since 1950   
(413)537-5090 

SNOWPLOWING
SNOW PLOWING

Residential, commercial and business. 
413-388-5854

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE 
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE. Res-
idential removal of trees, Free 
estimates, Fully insured W/Workman’s 
Comp. Remove them before the wind 
takes them down. Cordwood, stump 
grinding. Call 413-283-6374.

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478-
4212

TUTORING
TUTORING: Literacy, all ages. Math 
K-8, online, your home or library. Call  
978-799-9096. petedon151@
live.com

STUMP 
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-
478-4212.

AUTO FOR SALE
2010 HYUNDAI SONATA, well 
cared for and in good condtion. 
138,000 miles. Reference Blue Book 
for fair price. Please call (541) 654-
6007.

TOWN OF BLANDFORD 
HIGHWAY SUPERINTENDENT

The Town of Blandford is seeking 
a qualified individual for the posi-
tion of Highway Superintendent. 
Salary range starting at $75,000-
$80,000+ negotiable based on expe-
rience/skills. Please visit our website 
TownOfBlandford.com or email 
Administrator@TownofBland-
ford.com for more information.

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis-
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per-
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis.

PROFESSIONAL OFFICE 
SPACE, shared with consultant. Ar-
tistically designed and decorated. In-
cludes utilities, conference room, and 
kitchen. 3333 Boston Road, Wilbra-
ham. 617-209-4882.

WANTED SERVICESJUNK REMOVAL SERVICES SERVICES

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  MONDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

Retro World
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Classified 
Advertising
DEADLINE
MONDAY AT NOON

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

Post your 
job openings 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS! 
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The Local Table-n-Tap Restaurant
2039 Boston Road, Wilbraham
(In front of Big Y)
Collecting Food & Personal Care Items
To Benefit the Community Survival Center
donations can be dropped off at The Local
throughout the holiday season.
Food Items:  Personal Care Items:
• Peanut Butter • Toothpaste
• Corned Beef Hash • Soap
• Breakfast Cereal • Shampoo
• Chunky Soups • Feminine Hygiene Products
• Canned Stews • Toilet Tissue
• Canned Ham • Deodorant
• Canned Tuna • Dish detergent
• Spam • Laundry detergent
• Shelf Stable Milk
• Pasta Sauce

Route 20 Bar & Grille
2341 Boston Rd, Wilbraham 
(The Wilbraham Shops)
Annual Stuff the Truck Event!
Saturday, Dec 14th 11:30am - 5:00 pm 
Collecting NEW warm winter coats, hats, gloves, etc 
And NEW unwrapped toys for kids ages 5-15.
Donate and receive a FREE pasta dinner!
(Donations can be dropped off anytime up until Dec. 14)

Hampden Police Association and 
Hampden Fire Department 
3 locations:
Hampden Fire Dept- 19 North Rd., Hampden
Hampden Police Dept- 100 Allen St., Hampden
Monson Savings Bank- 15 Somers Rd., Hampden
Toy Drive to support local families and Brightside for Families and 
Children
Taking donations of new unwrapped toys 
now through December 14, 2024.
Stuff the Cruiser / Fill the Firetruck Toy Drive Event 
December 14th from 1pm – 4 pm 
Parking lot of Bethlehem Church 123 Allen Street, Hampden. 
Santa will be there from 2-3pm!

Spartan Auto Care Center
2714 Boston Road, Wilbraham
12th Annual Toys for Tots Campaign 
New, unwrapped toys can be dropped off in their waiting room
now through mid- December. 
Toys will be distributed to local charities and local families.

Luso Federal Credit Union
Two Locations:
599 East Street, Ludlow
1 Crane Park Drive, Wilbraham
Annual Holiday Coloring Contest
For students in grades Pre-K through 8.  If you would like a chance 
for your child to win one of our prize-filled holiday gift bags, please 
have them complete the coloring sheet for their grade level (Pre-K 
to 8th Grade). Then return the coloring sheet entry to the credit 
union by Saturday, December 14, 2024. One winner from each of the 
different grade levels will be selected on Wednesday, December 18, 
2024. Coloring sheets may be picked up at our branch locations or 
downloaded from our website. Students may drop off their coloring 
entry to a LUSO staff member on your school banking day or bring the 
entry to either branch location. 
Holiday Toy Drive
Collecting new, unwrapped toy donations for children in need within 
our community. Drop off your toys at either of our branch locations by 
Saturday, December 14th.  In the spirit of the season, for each toy 
donated, you will receive an entry to win a gift card wreath valued at 
$150.

Pioneer Valley Financial Group
535 East Street, Ludlow
Ludlow Teachers Supply Drive 
We have partnered with the Ludlow VFW to collect classroom supplies 
to help teachers in the second half of the school year. 
Drop off supplies now through January 3rd. 
PV Financial Group
535 East St, Ludlow
Ludlow Veterans Center
487 Holyoke St, Ludlow
Classroom supplies:  Cleaning supplies:
• Colored copy paper • Cleaning/disinfectant wipes
• Colored & white card stock  • Alcohol wipes
• Sharpies • Baby wipes
• Expo Markers • Paper towels
• Index cards • Hand sanitizer                           
• Pre-sharpened • Liquid soap
• Ticonderoga pencils • Microfiber cloths
• 2 pocket folders
• Gift cards to
• Amazon or Staples
PV Financial Annual First Responders Appreciation Dinner 
Inviting all law enforcement officers and first responders, 
current and retired veterans to attend a fun night of dinner, games, 
and prizes. 
 January 9, 2025 at the Gremio Lusitano Club, 385 Winsor St, Ludlow.

Richard R. Green Insurance Agency, Inc.
2 locations:
32 Somers Road, Hampden
128 Main Street, Monson
20th Annual Collection for Children and Veterans. 
Collecting new, unwrapped toys to benefit the “I Found Light 
Foundation”. Also collecting gifts for veterans, a project we are working 
on with the Hampden Senior Center. For our veterans project we need 
individually wrapped snacks, cookies, crackers, granola bars, hard 
candy & chocolates, mini hand sanitizers, hot chocolate packets, and 
word search /puzzle type books. 
Cash Donations for the Monson Senior Center
We are collecting cash donations to benefit the Monson Senior Center. 
We will match up to the first $1,000 in donations!
Collecting gifts for all three through December 15th. 
Please call 566-0028 or 267-3495 for more information.

‘Tis the Season for Giving Back!
A Local Charitable Giving Guide

413.283.8393 • classifieds@turley.com
24 Water St., Palmer  •  80 Main St., Ware

NEWS & FEATURES

As a paper of record, we attempt to cover all general 
news, personality profi les, and community features that 
we know about. This includes all selectmen and school 
committee meetings as well as spot planning board, board 
of health, fi nance, and other town meetings determined by 
the issue’s relevance to our readers. There are the annual 
major community event features that we should always 
cover, but we are more than open to suggestions of other 
features to celebrate the fabric of our communities and 
their many interesting occupants. Our loyal advertisers 
provide funding for this paid staff coverage.
For more information on news or community features for 
The Register, please email theregister@turley.com.
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DL&G
TREE

Tree  Removal  
■ 

Structural Pruning
■ 

Crane 
Service

■ 
Storm 

Damage
■ 

Stump 
Grinding

■ 
Lot Clearing

Give us a call for your free estimate 
and tree evaluation

DL&G
TREE

INSURED AND CERTIFIED

413-478-4212

Happy Holidays from all of us at 
DL&G TREEDL&G TREE


