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By Abigail McCoy
Staff Writer

amccoy@turley.com

LUDLOW—The Lud-
low Senior Center, located at 
228 State St, held a special 
birthday lunch last Thursday, 
offering a meal that brought 
together the community of 
seniors and volunteers alike. 

The event was marked 
by a festive atmosphere, 
with each table adorned with 
“Happy Birthday” bouquets 
and colorful paper frills. Se-
niors could enjoy coffee, wa-
ter, and tea while conversing 
and playing games with one 
another.

The meal served that day 
included Salisbury steaks, 
cauliflower, broccoli, carrots, 
mashed potatoes, and gra-
vy, topped off with slices of 
birthday cake for dessert. The 
kitchen was a hive of activi-
ty, with volunteers diligently 
preparing and serving plates 
of food. As they were taken 
out on carts in groups of 12, 
one volunteer said, 

“It’s amazing what Lud-
low provides for their se-
niors, it’s $2 for a full meal, 
even for us volunteers.” 

This sentiment echoed 

BirthdayBirthday
LuncheonLuncheon

Senior Center servesSenior Center serves

A wide shot from 
the entrance of 
the cafeteria filled 
with seniors

Turley photos by Abigail McCoy

There was a “Happy Birthday” centerpiece on every table.

By Marcelo Gusmão
Correspondent

mgusmao@turley.com

LUDLOW – Last week, 
the Finance Committee set 
its calendar leading up to 
voting on recommendations 
for the town’s budget, and 
answered some ques-
tions about negative en-
cumbrances.

The March 19 meet-
ing began with the 
committee going over 
the budget calendar for 
fiscal year 2025. The 
committee noted that 
Town Administrator 
Marc Strange will be 
presenting the budget to 
the Board of Selectmen on 
Tuesday, April 1, and that 
the board would vote on the 
budget by April 15.

Committee Chair Tony 
Sanches asked if the board 
could schedule a meeting 
with FinCom for May 7, 
saying that the commit-
tee wanted to “try to avoid 
meeting at Town Meeting 
to discuss articles, because 
we have to make recom-
mendations.”

“There will be a budget 
on April 15, so any time af-
ter that when you want to 
meet to review it,” Strange 
said. “Same thing with the 
warrant, everything will be 
finalized April 15.”

Committee Member 
Mike Kelliher asked if the 
committee would be ex-
pected to vote on a recom-
mendation at its April 16 
meeting.

“We need some time to 
digest what comes to us,” 
Kelliher said. “Are we re-
ally going to be ready to 

meet on the 16th if they’re 
approving the budget on 
the 15th?”

Sanches said that the 
April 16 meeting would 
just be to review the bud-
get, and assured Kelliher 
that the committee does not 
expect to vote that night.

“We could review ev-
erything on the 16th and 
then set another meeting on 
that day,” Sanches said.

Vice Chair Aneta Lom-
bardi pointed out that the 
warrant will be due April 
18, and suggested that the 
committee meet shortly 
after that. Sanches recom-
mended that the committee 
set a meeting on May 7.

“We meet on April 16 
and review the documents 
presented, and then on May 
7 if there’s any warrant or 
other documents, we would 
meet again and then do our 
vote on May 7,” Sanches 
said. “That way we’re not 
rushing an hour before the 
Annual Town Meeting.”

The meeting was set 
to be held in the first floor 
meeting room on May 7, to 
accommodate the Conser-
vation Commission’s use of 
the regular meeting room.

FinCom sets 
calendar for 
budget approval

By Marcelo Gusmão
Correspondent

mgusmao@turley.com

LUDLOW – At last 
week’s Board of Selectmen 
meeting, the town approved a 
pole, a motor vehicle license, 
and a grant application, and 
said farewell to the Select 
Board Chair.

The March 18 meeting in-
cluded public hearings with 
Verizon for a pole on Guertin 
Avenue, and a Class III Mo-
tor Vehicle License for T&J 
Auto Body, both of which 
were approved unanimously 
by the board.

The board also expressed 
its condolences to Sharon 
LaDuke for the passing of 
her husband.

Community Development 
Block Grant

The board was ap-
proached by Erica Johnson 
from the Pioneer Valley Plan-
ning Commission to discuss 
the proposed Community 
Development Block Grant 
for fiscal year 2025. Johnson 
explained that the town has 
been working with PVPC 
for the last two years to put 
in applications for the Block 
Grant.

“Looking at this year’s 

application, the proposal is 
doing the next phase of work 
in the Roberts Street area,” 
Johnson said, adding that 
this would include work on 
Roberts Street and Chmura 
Street.

“Estimate is approximate-
ly $415,000 for 400 linear 
feet of roadway,” Johnson 
said. “Also being proposed in 
the application is additional 
housing rehabilitation work, 
and then the fee for the Plan-
ning Commission to manage 
all of this on behalf of the 
town, which includes full ser-

vice management.”
Select Board Member 

Tony Goncalves read a mo-
tion to authorize PVPC to 
submit the proposed CDBG 
application to the state’s Ex-
ecutive Office of Housing in 
order to begin the next phase 
of the Roberts Street neigh-
borhood infrastructure im-
provement project and the 
housing rehabilitation assis-
tance program. The motion 
passed unanimously.

Planning Board discusses Home 
Occupation bylaw changes

Select Board Chair Derek DeBarge (center) was recognized 
for nine years of service to the town by Select Board Members 
(from left) Tony Goncalves, Manuel Silva, James Gennette, and 
Bill Rosenblum.

By Marcelo Gusmão
Correspondent

mgusmao@turley.com

LUDLOW – The Hub-
bard Memorial Library has 
been offering a book club 
for kids who want to vote in 
the state’s Children’s Book 
Awards, with an ice cream 
party to be held on April 10.

The Massachusetts Chil-
dren’s Book Award is a 
program administered by 
Salem State University to 
recognize one book annu-
ally, based on the votes of 
fourth through sixth graders 
throughout the state. Head 
of Youth Services July Sie-
becker explained that she 
sees the award as “very au-
thentic.”

“There is a list of 25 
books that are nominated 
each year that span a nice, 
equitable range of easier 
reads to hard reads, graph-
ic novels and short books 
to longer books with more 
complex themes, and a vari-
ety of genres,” said Siebeck-
er. “There’s always some 
mystery, some sports, some 
fantasy and sci-fi, and so 
on to make sure that every 
fourth to sixth grader can 
find books that will appeal 
to them to read.”

The rules dictate that 
each participating judge 
read at least five of the nom-
inated books in order to 
qualify to vote. The library 
has been offering a book 
club that runs from October 
through April, right up until 
voting day.

“What compelled me 
to do this book group, af-
ter thinking about it for so 
many years, is seeing how 
important it is to continue 
to support kids to read full 
length, in print books,” Sie-
becker said, adding that it’s 
also fine for kids to listen to 
audiobooks. “As more and 
more distractions have come 
up into the lives of children, 
in terms of phones and in-
ternet as well as all the reg-
ular activities kids do like 

sports, I think it’s my 
duty to find kids who 
could use a little extra 
support to go ahead 
and read a whole 
book for pleasure 
once a month.”

Siebecker started 
this program last year, 
and was excited to re-
port that it has gotten 
more popular.

“We had some 
nice interest in the 
first year, but many 
of the kids who start-

ed last year came back 
this year and brought their 
friends,” Siebecker said. “I 
think an ideal number for 
a book club is six to eight 
kids who are faithful regular 
participants, and we’ve had 
seven all year.”

Siebecker said that she 
used the first year to learn 
what the kids liked to do in 
order to expand the activi-
ties of the club.

“These are mostly el-
ementary school kids, so 
we’re not going to just sit 
there and discuss themes 
from the book; we want it 
to be fun,” Siebecker said. 
“We have games and activ-

Library hosts Book Club to vote 
on Children’s Book Awards

“What compelled me 
to do this book group, 
after thinking about it 
for so many years, is 
seeing how important 
it is to continue to sup-
port kids to read full 
length, in print books.”

Please see BOOK CLUB, 
page 3

Please see FINCOM, 
page 6

Please see BYLAW, page 6

Please see LUNCHEON, 
page 10

“’24 has to be 
closed out before 
we can have proper 
numbers.”

– Committee Member 
Darlene Cincone

– July Siebecker
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DL&G
TREE

Tree  
Removal  

■ 
Structural 
Pruning

■ 
Crane 

Service
■ 

Storm 
Damage

■ 
Stump 

Grinding
■ 

Lot 
Clearing

Give us a call for your free estimate 
and tree evaluation

DL&G
TREE

INSURED AND CERTIFIED

413-478-4212

DL&G TREEDL&G TREE
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631 CENTER ST., Route 21, Mass Tpke Exit 54 
LUDLOW • 589-7071 • www.randallsfarm.net

OPEN EVERY DAY  7AM – 8PM
 Find us on  Facebook  and YouTube

ALWAYS FRESH AT 

THE BEST FRESH 
FOR SPRING!

Spring Specials March 26 - April 1Spring Specials March 26 - April 1
Maine Cluster Tomatoes 
On The Vine ................................ $1.49 lb
Maine Beefsteak 
Slicing Tomatoes ....................... $1.49 lb
Seedless Hot House Cucumbers ..99¢ ea
Red Slicing Onions ........................ 99¢ lb
Romaine Lettuce Hearts 3 Pack ..... $2.99
Red & Green Seedless Grapes  .. $2.99 lb
Red Raspberries 6 oz Pack ............. $2.99
Golden Lemons Extra Large .....5 for $3.00
Boar’s Head  
Honey Maple Ham ...................... $9.99 lb
Boar’s Head  
Vermont Cheddar Cheese .......... $7.99 lb

 Spring Blooming Bulbs
Tulips, Daffodils 

& Hyacinths
           4-inch Pots  $4.99

Time To Start Garden Seeds!
2025 Flower &
Vegetable Seeds
Heirloom And Organic Too!
ONION SETS, BABY GREENS & SPROUT SEEDS

Pretty Smiling    
  PANSIES

   Beautiful Blooms!
  Six Packs, Pots & Bowls

Welcome Spring!Welcome Spring!

FRAGRANT HERBS
Rosemary, Lemon Grass 

and Lavender
4-inch Pots $4.99

Seed Starting Supplies
Cow Pots ~ Pots You Can Plant!

Made From Composted Cow Manure
LOCALLY MADE IN CONNECTICUT

LUDLOW RESTAURANT WEEK
March 24th  – March 30th
$2 OFF 6pk Cider Donuts!
COFFEE CLUB ~ Buy 10 Cups Get 1 FREE!

Fresh Cut  DaffodilsFresh Cut  Daffodils
$4.99 Bunch

$3.99$3.99

at Saints Peter and Paul
Ukrainian Catholic Church

45 Newbury Street, Ludlow

Potato with Cheese or Cabbage filling 
$12/dozen

Please call in your order by
Sunday, April 6 to be picked up 

Saturday, April 12. Call 413-219-2126. 
 Limited availability, first ordered first served. 

All orders will be packaged in disposable containers.  
 (No personal containers.) Like us on Facebook. 

EASTER PYROHY EASTER PYROHY 
(PIEROGI) SALE(PIEROGI) SALE

Madhukar R Medipally, DMD
534 Center Street

Ludlow, MA 01056
(413) 583-2070 T  (413) 583-6027 F

FAMILY DENTAL
PRACTICE
Accepting New Patients

Including Commonwealth Care Alliance
Mass Health (Under 21)

 And Nearly All Dental Insurance Plans.
info@drmedipally.com

413.283.8393 • classifieds@turley.com
24 Water St., Palmer  •  80 Main St., Ware

 Are you having difficulty communicating 
with your partner, struggling with 

boundaries, and healthy relationships? 

We invite you to join us 
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
 to explore these topics and more. 

This group will be held in zoom, is 
educational, confidential, and free. 

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.

Acacio serrazina
Bricklayer/Mason

Masonry by Acacio
Chimneys, Walls and

Other Masonry Specialties

Cell: (413) 433-3238
Home: (413) 543-6773

DR. CHRIS LAVOIE
Lavoie Family Chiropractic

Cell: 413-222-6841
Insurance Not Accepted

Exam & Six Treatments $285

PV Financial was excited 
to support the Ludlow High 
School Portuguese Club’s 
Carnaval celebration. They 
organized a celebration and 
Bifana lunch for the school 
to enjoy.   A big thank you 
to the club for putting it all 

together. We were proud to 
help make the celebration 
even more special by spon-
soring the t-shirts!

We apologize for the er-
ror regarding these photos in 
our publication last week.

Portuguese club 
shows their spirit

Submitted photos

ities that incorporate talking 
about the books, but we keep 
it light and fun.”

Siebecker described one 
activity that the club enjoyed 
was “Pass Around Stories,” 
where each kid wrote an in-
troductory sentence about the 
book they had read, describ-
ing the main character and 
inciting incidents, and then 
folded the paper to hide ev-
erything but the last line and 
passed the paper to another 
member of the club to add a 
line.

“The kids quickly real-
ized that they could set up 
their neighbors with really 
difficult things to follow, and 
there was a lot of laughing 

and groaning,” Siebecker 
said. “They loved it, because 
when we unfolded the sto-
ries, we started with a story 
that they were reading, but 
ended with a really crazy 
concoction of what hap-
pened, and they thought that 
was hysterical.”

The club is now gearing 
up for the ice cream party 
on voting day, which will be 
held on Thursday, April 10 at 
6 p.m. Siebecker will submit 
votes for the club online, and 
the participants will enjoy ice 
cream donated by the Friends 
of the Library.

To learn more about what 
the Hubbard Memorial Li-
brary has to offer, you can 
visit their website at Hub-
bardLibrary.org.

BOOK CLUB from page 1

LUDLOW, MA – The 
Friends of the Ludlow Pub-
lic Library, a dedicated vol-
unteer group that provides 
crucial support to the town’s 
beloved Hubbard Memori-
al Library, is seeking new 
members. With only six ac-
tive members, the organiza-
tion is in desperate need of 
additional support to con-
tinue its fundraising efforts 
and community events that 
in turn support the year-long 
programming of the town’s 
library.

To encourage new in-
volvement, the Friends in-
vite all interested individ-
uals to join them at their 
annual Egg Stuffing Party 
on Thursday, April 3, from 
6 to 8 p.m. at the Hubbard 

Memorial Library. This 
event plays a vital role in 
preparing for the library’s 
popular Eggstravaganza 
Egg Hunt, which will take 
place on April 19. Volun-
teers will help stuff 3,000 
eggs while learning more 
about the Friends’ mission 
and how they can get in-
volved.

“The library fills a crit-
ical role in our communi-
ty by providing access to 
knowledge and informa-
tion,” said Michelle Gon-
calves, secretary of the 
Friends. “The Friends play 
an essential role in support-
ing the library’s programs 
and events. We fund its free 
museum pass program, pur-
chase STEAM equipment 

for the Youth Room, help 
to recognize our library 
volunteers, and more. But 
we need more help to make 
sure these activities can 
continue.” 

The Friends encour-
age all residents who val-
ue the library and want to 
make a difference in town 
to attend the Egg Stuff-
ing Party or reach out for 
more information to lud-
lowlibraryfriends@gmail.
com. Donations to support 
the Eggstravaganza and fu-
ture library programming 
can also be mailed to the 
Friends of the Ludlow Pub-
lic Library c/o Hubbard Me-
morial Library, 24 Center 
St., Ludlow, MA 01056.

Friends of the Ludlow Public 
Library seeking new members

Reminder to 
return your 
2025 Annual 
Town Census 
form

LUDLOW—Census sec-
ond notice forms have been 
sent out by the Town Clerk’s 
office. Please return your 
signed annual town census 
form as soon as possible to 
the Office of the Town Clerk.  
Annual Town Census forms 
can be mailed to the Office of 
the Town Clerk, 488 Chapin 
St, Ludlow, MA  01056 or re-
turned in the Town Clerk drop 
box located behind Town 
Hall.  

Failure to respond to this 
mailing shall result in remov-
al from the active voting list 
and may result in removal 
from the voter registration 
rolls.

WILBRAHAM – The St. 
Cecilia Women’s Club will 
host their next meeting on 
April 8.

It will be an Evening of 
Reflection with Fr. Douglas 
McGonagle.

Liturgy is at 5:30 p.m. 

followed by soup & sand-
wiches at 6 p.m.

Fr. McGonagle will be the 
guest speaker following mass 

and a light supper. 
Please bring children’s 

clothing to this meeting for 
infants and toddlers in need.

St. Cecilia Women’s Club upcoming April meeting
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SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

OPINION

 Dear Rusty: 
I have questions con-

cerning the deduction of 
money from my Social 
Security benefit amount as 
relates to the sale of invest-
ment property. 

I am 66 years old and 
have been drawing Social 
Security since I turned 
62. My wife is 56 and is a 
housewife and has no tax-
able income. Our income 
comes from our rental 
property and my Social Se-
curity benefit. I have decid-
ed to liquidate two of our 
properties, one was sold in 
December 2024, and one is 
in Escrow and is scheduled 
to close in March 2025. 

My normal Adjusted 
Gross Income has been 
running about $30K-$32K. 
However, last year with 
the sale of the proper-
ty I will receive a long-
term capital gain profit of 
about $255,000. I did a 
rough calculation on what 
my AGI will be for 2024 
and it looks to be about 
$318,000. How will this 
affect my Social Security 
benefit and will it have an 
effect on the amount I pay 
for my Part B Medicare 
Plan going forward? I have 
a Medicare Advantage 
plan. 

My next question is 
about 2025, after the next 
property closes and I file 
taxes), my AGI with the 
long-term capital gain 
profit could be between 
$700,000-$800,000. How 
will this affect my benefits 
going forward? 

Signed: 
Prudent Investor 

 
Dear Prudent
Investor: 
Actually, the gross 

amount of your Social Se-
curity benefit will not be 
affected by these transac-
tions, but the net amount 
of your SS benefit payment 
will change due to a provi-
sion known as Income-Re-
lated Monthly Adjustment 
Amount. IRMAA affects 
the Medicare premiums 
you pay from your So-
cial Security benefit and a 
higher Medicare premium 
will result in a lower net 
Social Security payment. 

Here’s how this will 
work for you:Your Medi-
care premiums each year, 
typically for Medicare Part 
B and Part D are deter-
mined by looking at your 
“Modified Adjusted Gross 
Income,” or “MAGI” from 
two years prior. MAGI is 
your normal AGI plus any 
non-taxable interest you 
may have had. Since the 
property you sold in 2024 
will be reflected as part 
of your 2024 income, IR-
MAA will cause your 2026 

Medicare premiums to be 
higher than the standard 
monthly 2026 amount. 
How much higher depends 
on how much you exceed 
the income level for your 
IRS filing status. Using 
2025 rules, if you file as 
married/jointly and your 
taxable income (MAGI) 
is more than $212,000 but 
less than $334,000 then, 
instead of paying the stan-
dard 2026 monthly Part B 
premium, you’ll each pay 
$370 per month for Medi-
care Part B and likely a 
supplemental amount of 
$35.30 if your Advantage 
plan includes prescription 
drug coverage.  

Your Medicare premi-
ums are recalculated every 
year, again based on in-
come from two years pri-
or. Thus, in 2027, IRMAA 
will also affect your Medi-
care premiums and your 
net Social Security pay-
ment because of your 2025 
real estate transaction. If 
your MAGI in 2025 will 
be over $750,000, then IR-
MAA will increase each of 
your 2027 Medicare Part B 
premiums to $638.90 and 
likely also add a supple-
ment of $85.80 per month 
each to your Medicare Ad-
vantage premium for pre-
scription drug coverage.

  The good news is in 
2028 all of this will be be-
hind you and your Medi-
care premiums will revert 
to whatever the standard 
monthly premiums are for 
that year because your in-
come levels thereafter will 
presumably be below the 
then-IRMAA thresholds). 

For reference, here is 
a link to Medicare’s infor-
mation on the Income-Re-
lated Monthly Adjustment 
Amount, or “IRMAA:” 

h t t p s : / / w w w. c m s .
g o v / n e w s r o o m / f a c t -
sheets /2025-medicare-
parts-b-premiums-and-de-
ductibles 

The Association Mature 
Citizens Foundation and its 
staff are not affiliated with 
or endorsed by the Social 
Security Administration 
or any other governmen-
tal entity. This article is 
intended for information 
purposes and does not 
represent legal or finan-
cial guidance. It presents 
the opinions and interpre-
tations of the Association 
Mature Citizens Founda-
tion’s staff, trained and 
accredited by the National 
Social Security Associa-
tion  To submit a question, 
visit amacfoundation.org/
programs/social-securi-
ty-advisory or email us at 
ssadvisor@amacfounda-
tion.org. Russell Gloor is a 
Social Security advisor for 
AMAC. 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Letters to the editor should be 250 words 
or less in length. No unsigned or anonymous 
opinions will be published. We require 
letter writers to include his or her town of 
residence and home telephone number. 
We must authenticate authorship prior to 
publication. 

We reserve the right to edit or withhold 
any submissions deemed to be libelous 
or contain unsubstantiated allegations, 
personal attacks, defamation of  character 
and offensive language. 

All unknown or alleged facts and 
quotations offered by the author need to cite 
credible, unbiased sources. 

Send letters to: The Register, 
24  Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069 or 

email theregister@turley.com.
The deadline for submissions 

is Friday at noon.

SUBMISSIONS POLICY
Readers, local merchants,  institutions, 

municipalities, non-profit groups, and civic 
organizations are strongly encouraged to 
send The Register  your hometown news 
and photos. News items and press releases 
should be sent via email to mharrison@
turley.com as an attachment AND pasted 
directly into the email message screen. 

Please send photo captions identifying all 
subjects in your image(s) from left to right. 

We need first and last name, hometown, 
title if applicable, and a brief description of 
what subjects are doing in the photo. Email 
uncorrected, raw, RGB color digital photos at 
highest resolution directly off your camera to 
mharrison@turley.com.

Publicity chairpersons are encouraged to 
send in news  about upcoming fundraising 
or other calendar events at least three 
weeks before the event.

If you are having difficulty with  a press 
release or need help, please call  (413) 283-
8393.

To send submissions by regular post, 
mail to: The Register, 24  Water Street, 
Palmer, MA 01069.
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The Register welcomes readers 
to participate in this year’s election 
campaigns by writing letters to the editor 
for publication on these pages. Letters 
of up to 250 words from local residents 
endorsing candidates on the ballot or 
discussing campaign issues should be 
sent to The Register, care of Turley Publi-
cations, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069, 
faxed to 413-289-1977 or emailed to 
theregister@turley.com. Please include a 
daytime telephone number for verification 
purposes (it will not be printed). Letters 
must be received by noon Monday to be 
considered for that Thursday’s newspa-
per. No attack letters will be printed. No 
letters written by candidates supporting 
their own candidacy will be printed. If the 
volume of letters received is larger than 
the space available in the newspaper, 
or if the letters become repetitive, the 
newspaper reserves the right to print a 
representative sample. No endorsement 
letters will be printed in the last edition 
before the election. 

For more information, call the editor 
at 413-283-8393.

Campaign news
As part of its election coverage, the 

newspaper plans to print stories about 
contested races for Congress, state 
Senate, state House, district attorney 
and Governor’s Council during the weeks 
leading up to the election, as well as a 
question-and-answer voters guide. In 
order to ensure fairness to all candidates, 
no political press releases will be printed, 
nor will reporters cover political rallies or 
fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to further publi-
cize their candidacy, beliefs and events 
may contact advertising, 413-283-8393 
about paid advertising in The Register.

ELECTION 
LETTERS POLICY

Will my Medicare premium 
change because I sold 
investment property?

Lisa, who gardens in 
Belchertown, had this 
question for the Gar-

den Lady: “I saw 
a video online of 
someone using a 
weed whacker to cut 
down their raspberry 
plants. Why would 
they be doing that 
now? Aren’t they 
cutting off all of the 
fruiting buds? 

It’s sure interest-
ing that you mention 
this particular topic! 
My husband and I stared at 
our raspberry plants and talk-
ed about getting out there to 
prune as well.  

Before you grab the 
weed whacker and head out, 
though, you have to know 
your raspberries. Do you 
have “summer bearing” or 
“ever-bearing?” 

If you have raspberry 
plants that bear one crop 
each summer, you would not 
cut them down to the ground 
now because you would be 
removing all of the fruiting 
buds. The berries grow on 
canes that are a year old.  

All you would do to sum-
mer bearing raspberries now 
is prune out the canes that 
fruited last year if you hav-
en’t already done so. They 
will look old and the bark 
will be shedding a bit. An-
other giveaway is that when 
you cut into them there is no 
green “living” tissue.  

Very thin canes, or canes 
that are growing closer than 
six inches apart can also be 
cut down to the ground.

Pruning is a bit different 
for those of us that have “ev-
er-bearing” raspberries. You 
must decide if you want two 
smaller crops – one in the 
summer and one in the fall or 

one bumper crop in the fall.  
Chances are that the vid-

eo you saw was of someone 

turning their “ever-bearers” 
into “fall bearers” instead, 
by cutting the canes that 
fruited in the fall all the way 
down to the ground. New 
canes will grow and in late 
August-early September 
they will fruit, in abundance, 
hopefully.  

If you like the idea of 
two crops, then do not prune 
away the canes that fruited 
last fall, but do cut off the 
tops of these canes. You’ll 
see evidence of old berry 
clusters. Cut just below that 
point, leaving the rest of the 
cane. 

New buds will form here, 
and these will be your first, 
summer crop. Do also cut 
away any remaining dead 
canes, and thin or too close 
together canes as mentioned 
above.

Christi wrote in with this 
question about her Rhodo-
dendrons, “I noticed that 
parts of my rhododendron (as 
well as others in my neigh-
borhood) are curled and per-
haps dead. They normally 
curl when it gets really cold, 
but unfurl when it gets warm.  
Today is 65 degrees and parts 
have still not unfurled. I was 
wondering why this hap-
pened and what suggestions 

you might have.”
Rhododendrons curl their 

leaves in the cold as a de-
fense mechanism to 
reduce the overall 
surface area of the 
leaf in an effort to 
curb moisture loss. 
Sometimes it works 
and sometimes it 
doesn’t work as well.  

Take, for exam-
ple, if the plant was 
already stressed 
when it entered win-
ter; then this process 

may not have the same effect.  
Perhaps we didn’t have suf-
ficient rain and supplemental 
water wasn’t provided, then 
the plant’s efforts of curling 
their leaves may not get them 
through the winter unscathed, 
especially the incredibly 
windy winter we had.  

Once the ground thaws, 
give the shrubs a drink and if 
indeed these branches don’t 
respond as spring weather 
continues, it may be time 
to do some corrective prun-
ing. Oftentimes, stems that 
are cut back to well within 
the shrub respond with new 
growth that will rejuvenate 
the rest of the plant, mak-
ing it look better and better. 
Good luck!

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. 
For 33 years she has held the 
position of staff horticultur-
ist at Old Sturbridge Village. 
She enjoys growing food 
as well as flowers. Have a 
question for her? Email it to 
pouimette@turley.com with 
“Gardening Question” in the 
subject line.  

Early spring questions for the Garden Lady

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

Sandhill cranes

I received an email from 
a Worthington resident, who 
saw two sandhill cranes on 
Sunday, March 16.

It was most likely was 
just a coincidence. Howev-
er, the next day March 17, 
I spotted a pair of sandhill 
cranes in my hayfield, a first 
ever sighting at that location. 

Several people report-
ed seeing sandhill cranes at 
various locations in town 
last year. There is a breeding 
pair, who successfully raised 
young, in nearby Hardwick.

The sandhill crane is a 

tall, 45,” gray, 
heron like bird. 
It has a dark 
red patch on its 
forehead and 
a black bill. 
Some of the 
feathers on the 
sandhill crane’s 
back are iron 
stained due 

possibly to preening from 
mud rich in that mineral.

Immature cranes are gray-
ish with more rust stained 
feathers. They keep this 
plumage for two years. The 
female sandhill crane lays 
one to three olive eggs with 
dark marks in a mound like 
nest of weeds, grasses and 
marsh like plants placed on 
the ground or in shallow wa-
ter. They migrate in flocks, 
feed on agricultural fields 
and roost in the center of 
shallow lakes or rivers. They 
display courtship behavior 
of jumping off the ground 
during their migration. They 
feed on seeds, agricultural 
grains and small animals.

Common mergansers
I received reports of see-

ing common mergansers. 
My daughter saw common 
mergansers in Hardwick. 
A Hubbardston couple also 

saw common mergansers. 
A Brimfield resident, who 
sends bird reports on a regu-
lar basis, saw common mer-
gansers at a pond in War-
ren last week. There was a 
large section of open water. 
He also saw lots of mallard, 
Canada geese, a few black 
ducks and a hooded mergan-
ser.

Bald eagles
The Brimfield resident in 

an email on March 8 said, 
“Yesterday in Ludlow I vis-
ited an eagle’s nest on the 
bank of the Chicopee River. 
Eagles have nested in this 
area for over ten years with 
four different nest locations. 
I first found a nest across the 
Chicopee River in Spring-
field that was visible from 
Ludlow. Then the nest was 
on the Ludlow side of the riv-
er for one year. I lost track of 
the nest for a few years when 
it was in a tree that subse-
quently fell down. I was told 
about the fourth and current 
nest three years ago. If the 
bird on the nest is the fe-
male that has been nesting in 
this area and had at least one 
young two years ago she is 

in my

By Ellenor Downer

Please see BACKYARD, 
page 8

Tell Us What
You Think

Share your thoughts and suggestions 
with our staff and your fellow readers.

Participate in our opinion pages, 
or contact us anytime with your feedback!
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www.register.turley.com
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New Name,
Same Mission, Same 

Trusted Services

WESTMASS ELDERCARE IS NOW...

Serving older adults, persons with
disabilities and their caregivers.

413.538.9020 | ACCESSCAREPARTNERS.ORG
Reach Out Today

• Overgrown property?
• Excavator Services • Extreme Brush Cutting!

• Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal • Lawn/Arborvitae Installed
• Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand • Storm Clean-up • Small Demo • Insured

JOSH ROZELL 413.636.5957

cameronpainting.com
don@cameronpainting.com

265-0263

CAMERON
PAINTING
Painting, Staining & Restoration
Superior preparationSuperior preparation for a long lasting jobfor a long lasting job

Quality Workmanship~Reliable & Fully Insured
Owner Supervised

CAMERONCAMERON
PAINTINGPAINTING

Santos Barber Shop

Joe Santos
Registered Master
Barber Since 1976

Hours: Tuesday - Friday 9-6
Appointments preferred - Give us a call today!

APPOINTMENTS USUALLY AVAILABLE THE SAME DAY – CALL US!

Corner of East and (244) 
Hubbard St., Ludlow

A Traditional Barber Shop

     413.583.4042Voice 
or text

Our calendar is packed with many fit-
ness programs, entertainment, education 
sessions, and more! Reserve your lunch in 
the Center’s beautiful dining room com-
plete with coffee, tea, and dessert by call-
ing a day in advance at 413-583-3564 
(call Friday for lunch on Monday). 

For full program. and activity descrip-
tions and general information about what 
a senior center is and does go to: Ludlow.
ma.us. Seniors can also “like” the Ludlow 
Senior Center on Facebook. A paper copy 
of the Senior Scene newsletter is available 
at the Center.

Activities Calendar:
Please register in advance for items 

with*

Thursday, March 27
•	 8:45 a.m. Foot Care by Appointment*
•	 9 a.m. Tai Chi
•	 9:30 a.m. Dominos
•	 10 a.m. Sunshine Painting Class*
•	 10:15 a.m. Mindful Meditation* 
•	 1 p.m.  Mahjong
•	 2 p.m. Book Club: Code Name Lise by 

Larry Loftis
•	 2 p.m. Writers’ Block*
•	 2:30 p.m. Active Yoga

Friday, March 28
•	 8:45 a.m. Boomer Bootcamp*
•	 9 a.m. Reiki Appointments*
•	 10 a.m. Boomer Bootcamp*
•	 10 a.m. Blood Pressure Checks 
•	 1 p.m. Ceramics
•	 1 p.m. Healthy Bones & Balance Class*
•	 1:30 p.m. Forget-Me-Not Circle*

Monday, March 31
•	 9 a.m. Knitting
•	 9:30 a.m. Boomer Bootcamp*
•	 10 a.m. Computer Help*
•	 1 p.m. Scrabble 
•	 1:15 pm. Pitch
•	 2:30 p.m. Zumba Gold

Tuesday, April 1
•	 9 a.m. Quilting
•	 9 a.m. Line Dancing
•	 10 a.m. Cribbage
•	 10:30 a.m. Gentle Yoga
•	 12:30 p.m. Blood Pressure Checks
•	 1 p.m. Slime Making*

•	 1 p.m. Western Dance Class
•	 1:30 p.m. Bingo
•	 4:30 p.m. Power Pump Exercise Class
•	 5 p.m.  Movie: Megan Leavy (2017)

Wednesday, April 2
•	 9 a.m. Facials by Appointment*
•	 9 a.m. Ceramics
•	 9 a.m. Zumba Gold
•	 10 a.m. Opera Appreciation
•	 10:30 a.m. Healthy Bones & Balance*
•	 1 p.m. Movie: Megan Leavy (2017)
•	 1 p.m.  Healthy Bones & Balance*
•	 1 p.m. TED Talk Hour

Thursday, April 3
•	 8:45 a.m. Foot Care by Appointment*
•	 9 a.m. Tai Chi
•	 9:30 a.m. Dominos
•	 10 a.m. Sunshine Painting Class*
•	 10:15 a.m. Mindful Meditation* 
•	 1 p.m.  Mahjong
•	 2 p.m. Book Club: Code Name Lise by 

Larry Loftis
•	 2 p.m. Writers’ Block*
•	 2:30 p.m. Active Yoga

*PLEASE register for Boomer Boot 
Camp, Healthy Bones & Balance, Foot 
Care, and other programs as noted by call-
ing 583-3564

Daily Events:
 Café: Monday – Friday 8-11 a.m.
Exercise Room: Monday - Friday 8 

a.m. – 3:30 p.m. Open until 6:30 p.m. on 
Tuesday. 

Menu:
Thursday, March 27: Vegetable Chili/

Small Baked Potato
Friday, March 28: BBQ Salmon/Wild 

Rice/Mixed Veggie
Monday, March 31: Rueban Casserole/

Side Salad
Tuesday, April 1: TBD
Wednesday, April 2: TBD
Thursday, April 3: TBD

Reserve a delicious $2 lunch by call-
ing a day ahead. Call on Friday to reserve 
lunch on Monday. 

For allergy concerns, call the Senior 
Center to ask about ingredients at 413-
583-3564.
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Call for parade 
participants, 
parade sponsors 
needed too

L U D L O W — P a r a d e 
Chairman Bruce Durand 
along with Director of Veter-
an’s Services and the Ludlow 
Memorial Day Parade Com-
mittee are currently working 
very hard to bring a great 
Memorial Day Parade. The 
parade will kick off on Mon-
day, May 26, 2025 at 10 a.m. 
at the Portuguese WWII Vet-
eran’s War Memorial at the 
corner of Winsor & Worces-
ter Streets, please mark your 
calendar for this important 
date.   

The Ludlow Memorial 
Day Parade Committee en-
courages all those who wish 
to march such as; Veteran’s 
groups, active members of 
our military, civic organiza-

tions, church groups, social 
groups, youth organizations, 
athletic organizations and 
businesses to become part 
of our parade. If interested, 
please register by going to 
the Ludlow 250th website at 
ludlowma250.org to partic-
ipate in the parade. To reg-
ister for the Memorial Day 
Parade, please go to the Lud-
low Veterans Services page, 
go to the menu drop down on 
the left side of the page and 
select Memorial Day Parade 
2025 and sign up electron-
ically for the parade. If you 
have any questions about 
participating in the parade, 
please contact Bruce Durand 
at (413) 547-8998 or email 
him at vetsparade01056@
gmail.com. The cut-off date 
for participating in the parade 
is Saturday, April 19, Please 
register now.

The Ludlow Memorial 
Day Parade Committee needs 
support from all local and 

surrounding communities. 
The committee is also look-
ing for sponsors for musical 
units that will be marching in 
the parade. We would love to 
add more entertainment, so 
please support our endeavor.

If interested in sponsoring 
a musical unit, please contact 
Bruce Durand at (413) 547-
8998 or email him at vetspa-
rade01056@gmail.com for 
sponsorship levels. The Lud-
low Memorial Day Parade 
Committee appreciates your 
support in honoring our mil-
itary personnel!  

The Memorial Day Pa-
rade Committee has an-
nounced a Tag Sale Fund-
raiser to be held this spring to 
raise money for the Memori-
al Day Parade. The Tag Sale 
is scheduled for Saturday, 
May 17, from 9 a.m. to 3 
p.m., with a rain date of Sun-
day, May 18. It will be held 
in the parking lot of the High 
School.

Announcement from the Ludlow 
Memorial Day Parade Committee

LUDLOW

LUDLOW – Dog licens-
es will expire on March 31. 
All residents are required to 
license their dogs annually.

Licenses are now avail-
able in the Town Clerk’s of-
fice during normal business 
hours. You must have a valid 
rabies certificate to renew or 
obtain a new license.  

Residents have the op-
tion to obtain a license 
in-person or by mail. A form 
is available on the town’s 
website for your conve-
nience.

Please include a self-ad-
dressed stamped envelope 
and a valid rabies certificate, 
along with a check payable 
to the Town of Ludlow. Mail 
it to Town Clerk, 488 Chap-
in St., Ludlow, MA 01056.

$15 Neutered/spayed 
dogs; $20 for Not Spayed/
Neutered. There will be a 
$10 late fee starting July 1.

If you have any ques-
tions, please contact the 
Town Clerk’s office 413-
583-5600 ext. 1 or email 
clerk@ludlow.ma.us.

Dog Licenses to be renewed 
through Town Clerk’s offic

St. Elizabeth 
Parish ends 
spaghetti 
suppers

LUDLOW—St Eliz-
abeth Parish, Ludlow, 
will no longer have their 
monthly spaghetti suppers 
starting in April.

We thank you for your 
participation with our 
parish family each month 
over many years.

Much appreciated.  

of theof the

We feature your pets here. Is your fur friend a 
dog, cat, chicken, lizard, horse, bird, mouse…you 
get the point. Is there a pet you’re fostering and 
trying to re-home? All pets are welcome! Email a 
high-resolution jpg of your pet with a little informa-
tion to theregister@turley.com. 

BASIL
This is Basil! He is a 5 year old 

shih tzu who is full of sass and loves 
to swim in the pool. His hobbies 
include torturing us with his groaning 
if we’re not doing what he wants, 
screaming at everyone that passes 
by our house and terrorizing our 
neighbor until he throws a cookie over 
the fence. He refuses to learn any 
tricks but has trained himself to come 
running when he hears the sound of a 
whipped cream can dispensing. Also 
gets and A+ in snuggles.

-Chantal and Jimmy Beauchamp

WILBRAHAM - The 
Wilbraham Public Library 
Cookbook Club is meeting 
on Wednesday,  April 2, at 
6:30 p.m.

This month’s selection 
is “The Pepper Thai Cook-
book” by Pepper Teigen.

Please let the library 

know what you’re bringing 
when registering so we do 
not duplicate recipes. Cook-
ing is encouraged but not re-
quired for attendance. Copies 
of the book are available now 
at the Service Desk.

The Cookbook Club 
meets on the first Wednesday 

of every other month at 6:30 
p.m.

This program is free and 
open to the public, and regis-
tration is required. For more 
information or to register, 
please call the library at 413-
596-6141.

Cookbook Club at the Wilbraham Library
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90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

SALE DATES: SALE DATES: 
3/27/25-4/2/253/27/25-4/2/25

USDA INSP. FROZEN PREMIUM

IMITATION CRAB MEAT 2.5 LB BAG

USDA INSP. FROZEN NAKED SEAFOOD

BACON WRAPPED 
SHRIMP 16.5 OZ BOX ....................

$599
lb

ea
$599

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

USDA INSP. FROZEN

WHITTING FILLETS 2 LB BAG ....... $699

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION PRICES IN  RED

ARE AT OR BELOW
 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$799
ea

USDA INSP. FROZEN SKINLESS

SALMON PORTION .......................

$191
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN WINGS 10 LB BAG ..............

5 LB 5 LB 
BAGBAG$499

lb

DIET LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

ea

$699
lb

$599
lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN

RABBITS ..........................

USDA INSP. FROZEN BONE-IN
CENTER CUT
PORK CHOPS .....................

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH
PORK SIRLOIN
CUTLETS ...............................

$249
lb

$199

lb
$399

USDA INSP. SLICED IN OUR DELI
MUENSTER CHEESE ...........

$499
lb

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS
PORK BUTT STRIPS ..............$199

USDA INSP. FROZEN

GOAT MEAT ......................

$466
lb

BEEF
EYE ROUND

SOUP’S ON!

USDA INSP. SLICED IN OUR DELI 
TURKEY BREAST ..................

Lenten Specials

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

RIB EYE STEAKS
$888

lb

www.posnik.com • E-mail: info@posnik.com

West Springfield, MA • Philadelphia, PA
413-733-5238 • 610-853-6655

TOLL FREE 1-877-POSNIK-1 (767-6451)
MA Auc. Lic. #161 • PA Auc. Lic. #AY000241L

Aaron Posnik
AUCTIONEERS - APPRAISERS

Public AuctioN
THURSDAY, APRIL 10TH at 11:00 A.M.

MORTGAGEE’S SALE OF REAL ESTATE 

• LUDLOW •

15 Loopley Street     LUDLOW, MA 
To be sold on the Premises 

5 ROOM / 3 BEDROOM
SINGLE STORY

RANCH STYLE HOME
WITH

ONE CAR ATTACHED GARAGE

Sale Per Order of Mortgagee
Attorney Joseph J. Lange

Of the firm of Lyon & Fitzpatrick, LLP
14 Bobala Road, Holyoke, MA

Attorney for Mortgagee
Terms of Sale: $10,000.00 Deposit Cash, Bank or Certified Funds.

Deposits to be increased to 10% of Purchase Price within 5 Business Days.
5% Buyer’s Premium Applies.

Other Terms to be Announced at Time of Sale.

 Features:
• Single Story Ranch Style Home • ±8,100 S/F of Land •

• Total of (5) Rooms w/ (3) Bedrooms & (1) Bath •
• ±1,045 S/F of Gross Living Area Above Grade • Fireplace •

• Oil Hot Water Baseboard Heat • Full Basement • Brick Exterior •
• Enclosed Breezeway • Public Water & Sewer • 

• Assessor’s ID: 11D-9450-59 •
★ ONE CAR ATTACHED GARAGE ★

We don’t only 

work here, 

we live here 

too!

(413) 610-1122 • Fax: (413) 610-1126
77 Winsor St., Suite 202, Ludlow

pmarta@martalawoffices.com

Establish a 
partnership with 
Baystate Health

LUDLOW—Pioneer Val-
ley Financial Group (PV Fi-
nancial) is proud to announce 
a meaningful partnership 
with Baystate Health in rec-
ognition of the exceptional 
care provided by the Davis 
Neonatal Intensive Care Unit 
staff. PV was inspired to col-
laborate with the Baystate 
Health Foundation after An-
drea Lebeau, a valued mem-
ber of our PV Financial team, 
experienced an emergency 
early delivery of her daugh-
ter, Blake, who required a 
102-day stay in the Baystate 
Health’s NICU.

Since her arrival in late 
November, Blake has re-
ceived round the clock care. 
Andrea and her husband, 
Shawn are deeply grateful 
not only for the support ex-

tended to their family but 
also for the care given to 
countless others relying on 
the Davis NICU. Inspired by 
this experience, PV Financial 
felt compelled to give back 
in a way that would directly 
benefit the Davis NICU and 
its families.

Through ongoing dis-
cussions with the Baystate 
Health Foundation, PV Fi-
nancial has made a generous 
$5,000 donation to support 
the Davis Neonatal Intensive 
Care Unit. In addition to this 
donation, PV Financial staff 
also volunteered at the Bay-
state Health Foundation An-
nual Radiothon, held in part-
nership with WMAS 94.7. 
PV volunteers manned the 
phones during the Radiothon, 
helping to collect donations 
that will directly support the 
vital work being done at Bay-
state Health Children’s Cen-
ter. During the event, Andrea 
shared her personal journey 
in a moving interview with 

the Kellogg Krew, giving 
the community a heartfelt 
glimpse into the life-chang-
ing care families receive dai-
ly in the NICU. 

Looking ahead, PV Fi-
nancial is excited to continue 
its support of Baystate Health 
through participation in the 
Baystate Children’s Hospi-
tal 33rd Annual Golf Tour-
nament this June. As part of 
their contribution, PV Fi-
nancial will donate a pair of 
Red Sox vs. Yankees tickets 
for the Live Auction during 
the event. All funds raised 
from the tournament will go 
toward advancing pediatric 
health research, purchasing 
child-sized equipment, and 
enhancing the experiences 
of children receiving care at 
Baystate Children’s Hospital.

PV Financial is honored 
to have the opportunity to 
give back to the NICU and 
raise awareness and funds 
for a cause that has deeply 
touched their lives.

Submitted photo

Andrea and Shawn with their daughter Blake at the Davis Neonatal Intensive Care Unit.

PV Financial makes donation to Davis Neonatal Intensive Care Unit

The committee then 
moved on to a discussion of 
the town’s negative encum-
brances, having requested 
an explanation about them 
from Town Accountant Cher-
yl Allen. Sanches read Al-
len’s response to the quest, 
explaining that this relates 
to a portion of fund balanc-
es reserved for outstanding 
encumbrances related to pri-
or-year expenditures.

“When the purchase com-
mitments are recognized, for 
example, a department made 
purchases at the end of the 
fiscal year but the service or 

goods will not be made be-
fore June 30, then the depart-
ment will submit a request to 
encumber the funds to next 
year so the invoice could be 
paid in the next fiscal year,” 
Sanches read.

Allen explained that en-
cumbrances were recorded in 
the town’s supply system, but 
had not shown up in fiscal 
year 2025, as the books for 
fiscal year 2024 are still in 
the process of being closed, 
and so the encumbrances 
had not yet carried over into 
FY25.

“We paid invoices with 
the understanding that the 

corresponding funds will be 
encumbered to fiscal ‘25,” 
Sanches read. “Once fiscal 
‘24 is officially closed, the 
negative balance in fiscal ‘25 
will be cleared and the bal-
ance will be zeroed out.”

Committee Member Dar-
lene Cincone emphasized 
that the committee can’t have 
accurate figures while deal-
ing with negative encum-
brances and prior year expen-
ditures.

“‘24 has to be closed out 
before we can have prop-
er numbers,” Cincone said. 
“I know it’s a pain, we had 
no people, but how can we 

depend on these numbers if 
some of them are 2024?”

Strange told the commit-
tee that the budget for FY24 
was expected to close on 
March 21. The committee 
had some discussion over 
whether money was waiting 
to be paid, but determined 
that the work had already 
been paid for and was just 
waiting for the Munis system 
to close out.

The committee will have 
its next regular meeting on 
April 16.

FINCOM from page 1

Select Board Chair
The meeting began 

with commemorating Se-
lect Board Chair Derek De-
Barge’s last meeting on the 
board, as he had chosen not 
to seek re-election after nine 
years of service. His wife 
and sons were invited for a 
surprise visit to Town Hall to 
participate in the ceremony.

“A little bit more than 
three years ago, I was tuning 
into the meetings to do some 
prep work for my interview, 
and I said ‘who the hell is 
this loudmouth with all the 
tattoos and the unapologetic 
opinions?’ and I wondered 
what the heck I was getting 
myself into,” said Town Ad-
ministrator Marc Strange. 
“Much to my pleasant sur-
prise, working with you has 
been such a great pleasure. 
I’m not sure if there’s any-
one in town who cares more 
about Ludlow, and more im-
portantly acts on that love by 
getting involved and making 
a difference with their time.”

Strange thanked DeBarge 
for being a reliable and com-
mitted public servant, adding 
that he couldn’t have imag-
ined that “someone with such 

strong opinions that I don’t 
always agree with would turn 
out to be such a good friend.”

“We’re going to miss 
your leadership, and your 
omnipresence, and your loud 
opinions,” Strange said.

Goncalves presented De-
Barge with an official Certif-
icate of Recognition from the 
board, congratulating him for 
his work on the construction 
of the Harris Brook Middle 
School, the new Senior Cen-
ter, the Veterans’ Center, and 
the Mills Project. DeBarge 
was also presented a plaque 
of the American flag by his 
colleagues.

“The one compliment 
that would most impress me 
if somebody gave it to me is 
that I acted on the behalf of 
my supporters to the best of 
my abilities, and I think that 
you’ve done that through 
and through,” said Board 
Member James Gennette. 
“Ad nauseam, you’ve fought 
for them, and it’s to be com-
mended.”

“What you’ve done is in-
credible,” said Board Mem-
ber Manuel Silva. “Thank 
you so much, you’ve done 
so much for this communi-
ty, you’re going to be sorely 
missed.”

“What’s amazing is, when 

you sit on a board like this 
and you really find out what 
can and can’t be done and re-
alize the guidelines you need 
to follow and that everything 
isn’t what it seems, is that 
then you have the dialogue,” 
said Select Board Member 
Bill Rosenblum. “There have 
been times that we have not 
agreed, and there was one 
time – and I’m not going 
to let you live this down – 
when we sat in the Charter 
Committee, that I actually 
changed your mind once.”

“He mentions it every 

time I see him,” joked De-
Barge.

“There’s a big segment of 
the population that doesn’t 
want to believe that we do 
much more than two or 
three hours twice a month, 
they forget about the 14 
subcommittees everybody 
serves on,” Goncalves said. 
“Mr. DeBarge was here 
during COVID, and if peo-
ple don’t realize it, he was in 
Town Hall every day during 
COVID.”

“When I moved here out 
of the Marines, my inten-

tion was to go to the police 
academy and go to Arizona,” 
DeBarge said. “When I tell 
people why I stayed, I stayed 
because of the community. 
Ludlow has this way of just 
grabbing you – I could go on 
about culture and everything 
else, but it’s the people, it’s 
the relationships that have 
been more important to me 
than everything else.”

After thanking the town’s 
municipal workers for their 
service, and various individu-
als who helped him through-
out this career, DeBarge 
praised the board.

“I’d like to say that we 
have been a very good exam-
ple of a group of five, from 
different dynamics, different 
beliefs, and different likes 
and dislikes, that have argued 
on-camera, that have argued 
harshly off-camera, and yet 
walk out of the building and 
I can, without a doubt call 
each and every one of you 
my friends,” DeBarge said. 
“That’s what brings the town 
closer, is when they see us 
trying to govern over this and 
still be able to get along and 
not have a lot of the drama 
that you see in other places 
muck things up.”

BYLAW from page 1

Derek DeBarge was recognized for his service to the town at 
last week’s meeting, pictured here with his wife Glenda and 
their sons, Justin and Brady.

Lenten 
Penance 
Service

LUDLOW—A Lent-
en Penance service will be 
held at St Elizabeth Parish, 
191 Hubbard St, Ludlow 
at 6:30 p.m. on Thursday, 
April 3.

Please join us as several 
priests will be available to 
celebrate the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation .  Come and 
receive the gift of God’s 
mercy and love. 

Lenten Parish 
Mission

Encountering Hope: 
How the Catholic Church 
provides the anchor we 
need to see God’s Plan for 
our lives.

The Mission will be 
held at St. Elizabeth Parish 
at 6:30 p.m. on March 24, 
25 and 26 in the Church at 
191 Hubbard Street, Lud-
low.

Dr. Daniel Baillargeon, 
national speaker, president 
of Mission Driven Catholic 
and former Superintendent 
of the Catholic Schools of 
the Diocese of Springfield 
will be our speaker for the 
three evenings. “Let us 
take some time to quiet our 
hearts and truly walk with 
our Lord in His Passion 
and Death, so we may be 
filled with great hope in 
His Resurrection. All ages 
are welcome. 

Visit us on
the web

www.turley.com
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One $2,000 scholarship 
will be awarded annually.

TO APPLY
https://hcsheadstart.org/janis-santos-scholarship

QUESTIONS? 
email:  JSScholarship@headstart.org

Created in recognition of Janis Santos and her tenure at HCS Head Start, Inc.

Janis Santos
SCHOLARSHIP

Deadline April 25, 2025

In an effort to provide a pathway to 
the Early Childhood Education profession, the 

Janis Santos Scholarship Fund 
is available for HCS Head Start alumnae, 
past or current HCS Head Start parents, 

or current HCS Head Start staff.  

75 Post Office Park
Wilbraham

413-675-7570
www.mypoportho.com

Available evenings and Saturdays.
Scan today to book a consult!

Dr. Ana Serrenho
100% locally owned and operated

75 Post Office Park
Wilbraham

413-675-7570
www.mypoportho.com

Available evenings and Saturdays.
Scan today to book a consult!

Dr. Ana Serrenho
100% locally owned and operated

HannousHJEWELERS®

CHICOPEE
“A Family Business You Can Trust”

GOLD  Is At An All-Time High!
704 Memorial Dr., Chicopee

10% 
Extra Cash
When Cashing In 

Your GOLD

25% Extra
When You Use Your 

GOLD Towards 
A New Purchase

WE BUY  GOLD!

Offers Valid at Hannoush Jewelers Chicopee ONLY

IN THE CLASSROOM

COLLEGE
NEWS

Ludlow resident 
brings more 
than 20 years of 
experience to her 
new role 

SPRINGFIELD, Mass. - 
Junior Achievement of West-
ern Massachusetts (JAWM) 
recently welcomed Nicole 
Baltazar as its new Educa-
tion Pathways Director. In 
this role, she will be over-
seeing traditional, experi-
ential, and entrepreneurial 
learning experiences, guid-
ing their alignment with 
JAWM’s mission and objec-
tives to meet the needs of 
our community. 

  Nicole’s responsibili-
ties will include a particular 
emphasis on stakeholder en-
gagement, especially coor-

dinating volunteer and edu-
cational partners. This will 
involve recruiting, training, 
supporting, and recognizing 
these valuable contributors. 
Additionally, she will man-
age administrative program-
ming procedures to uphold 
quality standards for the or-
ganization, ensuring adher-
ence to program models and 
evaluating impact to deliver 
high-quality educational ex-
periences.

“I’m thrilled that Ni-
cole has joined our team,” 
said Amie Miarecki, JAWM 
president. “She comes with 
more than 20 years of ex-
perience in the field of ear-
ly education and care, is a 
strong advocate for youth, 
and enjoys mentoring and 
coaching.”

 Baltazar is Director 1 & 
2 Qualified through the Mas-

sachusetts Department of 
Early Education and Care. 
She holds a bachelor’s de-
gree from the University of 
Massachusetts Amherst’s 
University Without Walls 
Program, with a concentra-
tion in early education and 
administration.

In her previous role, 
Baltazar served as the center 
director for the Valley Op-
portunity Council (VOC) in 
partnership with the Holy-
oke Public Schools, Com-
monwealth Preschool Part-
nership Initiative.

About Junior Achievement 
of Western Massachusetts

Junior Achievement 
Worldwide (JA) is the 
world’s largest organization 
dedicated to giving young 
people the knowledge and 
skills they need to own their 

economic success, plan 
for their future, and make 
smart academic and eco-
nomic choices. JA learning 
experiences are delivered by 
educators and community 
volunteers and provide rel-
evant, hands-on experiences 
that give students from ages 
5 through 25 knowledge and 
skills in financial literacy, 
work readiness, and entre-
preneurship. JA was founded 
in Springfield, Massachu-
setts, in 1919, making Junior 
Achievement of Western 
Massachusetts (JAWM) the 
organization’s first chapter. 
Today, it serves thousands 
of young people in West-
ern Massachusetts and parts 
of Worcester County and 
Vermont who participate in 
JAWM learning experiences 
annually. For more informa-
tion, visit jawm.org. 

Junior Achievement welcomes Nicole 
Baltazar as Education Pathways Director

REGION—The Valley 
Press Club, based in Spring-
field, Mass., will award 
$1,000 scholarships to high 
school seniors in Western 
Massachusetts and Northern 
Connecticut who are inter-
ested in pursuing a career in 
journalism.

The Valley Press Club 
Scholarships, funded by 
contributions and dues to 
the Press Club, are for stu-
dents planning careers in 
print, online or broadcast 
journalism.

The Republican Scholar-
ship, funded by The Repub-
lican, is for students living 
within the newspaper’s cir-
culation area who are plan-
ning careers in print journal-
ism.

The 22News Scholar-
ship, funded by WWLP-
22News is for students plan-
ning careers in broadcast 
journalism.

The MassLive Schol-
arship is for a Massa-

chusetts high school 
senior planning to                                                        
pursue a career in print, on-
line or broadcast journalism/
communication. This schol-
arship is available to a stu-
dent who is underrepresent-
ed in the field of journalism 
and is planning to attend an 
institution of higher educa-
tion in the field.

The Edward J. Malley 
Jr. Memorial Scholarship, 
established in memory of a 
chief photographer for the 
Springfield Newspapers, is 
for students planning ca-
reers in photojournalism.

The Rhonda Swan Me-
morial Scholarship, estab-
lished in memory of the 
award-winning journalist, 
editor and author, is for stu-
dents who are underrepre-
sented, in the Springfield, 
Mass. area, planning careers 
in journalism. 

Primary emphasis is 
placed on career goals, writ-
ing ability, scholastic apti-

tude and overall achieve-
ment as measured by an 
applicant’s high school tran-
script, class rank, academic 
awards, SAT scores and ex-
tracurricular activities. The 
deadline for submissions is 
April 4, 2025.

Scholarship applications 
are available at www.Val-
leyPressClub.com or 
high school guidance offic-
es. Applications may be sent 
by mail to Noreen Tassinari, 
Scholarship Chair, Valley 
Press Club, P.O. Box 5475, 
Springfield, Mass. 01102 or 
electronically to NTassi-
nari77@gmail.com

Over the course of six 
decades, The Valley Press 
Club has presented over 
$140,000 in scholarships to 
eligible students. The Valley 
Press Club consists of active 
and retired journalists and 
public relations profession-
als from corporate and non-
profit organizations.  

Valley Press Club Scholarships 
available to journalism students

Polish Junior 
League of 
Massachusetts 
awarding 
scholarships

REGION – The Polish 
Junior League of Massa-
chusetts has announced 
that it will be awarding 
scholarships again this year 
for college students of Pol-
ish Heritage. 

Scholarships will be 
awarded to undergraduate 
students, and one schol-
arship will be granted to 
a graduate or returning 
student. Application infor-
mation and forms may be 
obtained at www.polishju-
niorleaguema.org/applica-
tions.

Deadline for receipt 
of application materials is 
May 1, 2025.

Selection is based upon 
financial need and academ-
ic achievement.

Applications are avail-
able online at www.polish-
juniorleaguema.org/appli-
cations.

LUDLOW— The Lud-
low Lions Club is pleased to 
announce that it is accepting 
applications for the James 
and Mary O’Neil ($40,000 
paid over 4 years), the S. Lou-
is Marceau and the Paul R. 
Baird scholarships ($1.000 
each) Eligible applicants 
must be residents of Ludlow, 
regardless of the high school 
attended, and entering fresh-
man year at an accredited 
college or technical school in 
the fall. The James and Mary 
O’Neil scholarship is avail-
able only to students who will 
be attending the University of 
Massachusetts Amherst cam-
pus.

Applications may be ob-
tained from the Guidance 
Departments of Ludlow High 
School, or Pope Francis Pre-
paratory School, by using 
the “Scholarship” button on 
the Ludlow Lions Club Web 
page, by request at Ludlow-
Lions@yahoo.com or by con-
tacting a Ludlow Lions Club 
member.

The Scholarship appli-
cations must be received by 
April 1. Mail applications to 
the Ludlow Lions Club, Attn: 
Scholarship Committee, P.O. 
Box 72, Ludlow, MA 01056-
0072.

Lions scholarship applications available

Honor society 
of Phi Kappa Phi 
elects new 
members

The following people 
recently were elected to 
membership into The Honor 
Society of Phi Kappa Phi, 
the nation’s oldest and most 
selective collegiate honor 
society for all academic dis-
ciplines.

Alex Lourenco of Lud-
low at University of Massa-
chusetts

Nicole Kelder of Ludlow 
at University of Massachu-
setts

They are among approxi-
mately 20,000 students, fac-
ulty, professional staff and 
alumni to be initiated into 
Phi Kappa Phi each year. 
Membership is by invitation 
only and requires nomina-
tion and approval by a chap-
ter. Only the top 10 percent 
of seniors and 7.5 percent of 
juniors are eligible for mem-
bership. Graduate students 
in the top 10 percent of the 
number of candidates for 
graduate degrees may also 
qualify, as do faculty, profes-
sional staff and alumni who 
have achieved scholarly dis-
tinction.

Germain named 
to the  Dean’s List 
at Emmanuel 
College

BOSTON — Sydnie 
Germain, of Ludlow, has 
been named to Emmanuel 
College’s Fall 2024 Dean’s 
List in recognition of aca-
demic excellence. Germain 
is a Criminology & Criminal 
Justice major.

To earn a spot on the 
Dean’s List, Emmanuel stu-
dents must achieve a grade 
point average of 3.5 or high-
er for a 16-credit semester.

* * *
Emerson College 
Dean’s List Honors 

BOSTON—Elizabeth 
Pereira of Ludlow is major-
ing in Political Communica-
tion and is a member of the 
Emerson College Class of 
2025.

The requirement to make 
the Dean’s List is a grade 
point average of 3.7 or high-
er for that semester.
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spotlight
SMALL BUSINESS 

YOUR AD COULD BE HERE!
Run twice each month
on the Spotlight Page.

Pay $40/week & get the
Quarter Page Ad FREE!  

4 times throughout the year!
Call Jocelyn at 413-575-4197 or 

Email: jwalker@turley.com 
for more information.

Live ♥ Laugh ♥ Love
Dance with us!

www.alegriadance.com
debnunes@alegriadance.com

658 Center Street
Ludlow

413-583-2321

GREAT SELECTION OF USED VINYL & CDS
We Feature Rock, Pop, Indie & Alternative, Jazz, Reggae, 

Metal, R&B/Soul, Dance/Funk, Post Punk and more.
We Sell Vintage Stereo Equipment

NOW IN 2 LOCATIONS!

raspberriesrecords.com

207 Winsor St., Ludlow
413-610-0950

48 Shaker Rd., E. Longmeadow
413-278-1145

Heavenly InspirationsInspirations
Flowers • Gifts 

Collectibles • Gourmet
Ted Metayer, Jr./Ted Metayer III

Owners/Designers

64 East Street, Ludlow, MA 01056
(413) 547-6164 • (888) 248-1901

theodoremetayer@yahoo.com
www.heavenlyinspirationsflowers.com

Heavenly InspirationsInspirations
Many Unique Gifts & Collectables

Custom Floral Arrangements
Keepsake Gifts

Memorial Flowers
Remembrance Lamps

TED METAYER, JR.
TED METAYER III

Owners/Designers
64 East Street

Ludlow, MA 01056
(413) 547-6164 • (888) 248-1901

theodoremetayer@yahoo.com
www.heavenlyinspirationsflowers.com

Don’t 
Forget 
Easter

Sunday, 
April 20th

Do you have a local event 
or activity to publicize? 
Please send the information 
as either a Word doc or plain 
(no bold text or other format-
ting) email text (no PDFs, 
please and do not use all up-
percase (i.e. UPPER CASE) 
by 5 p.m. Friday. At least two 
weeks prior to the event is 
encouraged. Send your com-
munity events to pressreleas-
es@turley.com. 

APRIL 6

PYROHY 
PIEROGI” SALE

Saints Peter and Paul 
Ukrainian Catholic Church 
will host Annual Easter Py-
rohy (Pierogi) Sale. Two 
different varieties will be 
offered, potato with cheese 
or cabbage filling for $12 a 
dozen. Please call in your or-
der to 413-219-2126 by Sun-
day, April 6. To be picked up 
on Saturday, April 12, at 45 
Newbury St., Ludlow. There 
is limited availability, be sure 
to order early. All orders will 
be packaged in disposable 
containers, no personal con-
tainers.

APRIL 8

BEREAVEMENT
SUPPORT GROUP

The next 6 week session 
of St. Elizabeth Parish, Lud-
low, Bereavement support 
group will take place from 
6:30-7:30 p.m. on Tuesday, 
April 8 in the Zechariah 
room of the Pastoral Center.

Our group meets for 6 
consecutive Tuesday eve-
nings. For additional infor-
mation please call Pat at 413-
531-6997.

ONGOING

SAVE THE DATES
Ludlow High School 

“Class of 1975” 50th Class 
Reunion - Sept. 12, 13 and 
14, 2025.   Our committee is 
searching for classmates. If 
you have any info, please call 
Denise at 413-735-3751 or 
Celeste at 413-583-6041. 

KINDERGARTEN 
REGISTRATION

Ludlow Public Schools 
Kindergarten Registration 

2025-2026 is underway. If 
you are a Ludlow resident 
and have a child(ren) who 
will be 5 years old on or be-
fore September 1, 2025, they 
are eligible to enter Kinder-
garten in the fall of 2025. 
Registration is currently on-
line at www.ludlowps.org. 
Questions can be directed to 
Mrs. Foye at registration@
ludlowps.org or call 413-583-
5695 ext. 6.

FOOD DRIVE 
BI-MONTHLY

On the first Saturday of 
each EVEN month (Feb-
ruary, April, June, August, 
October, December) First 
Church in Ludlow, 859 
Center St, collects non-per-
ishable foods. From 
10 a.m. to 1 p.m., drive 
through the back park-
ing lot. We will take 
your donations out of 
your car & bring them to the 
Community Survival Center 
to be distributed to those in 
need. Bring all food items 
to drop off at our next Food 
Drive on April 5, 2025.

Thanks for your generos-
ity.

DATEBOOK
Every Tuesday from 9 to 

11 a.m., in the school build-
ing located behind Crossway 
Christian Church, 2230 Main 
St., Three Rivers. Clothing 
from baby through adult. 
Current, seasonal clothes in 
all sizes. Bags are provided 
for easy shopping. For more 
information call Donna, 
(413)478-0768.

SENIOR BINGO: Host-
ed by the Indian Orchard 
Citizens Council 3:30-5 p.m. 
every Monday. Free to play 
with great prizes. For more 
information, call 413-209-
8240.

THRIFT SHOP: Now 
open at St. Gregory Arme-
nian Church, 135 Goodwin 
Street, Indian Orchard, 9:30 
a.m.-12:30 p.m. every Sat-
urday offering quality items 
at affordable prices. Gently- 
used clothing and accesso-
ries, household items, books, 
children’s items, collectors’ 
items and more are available. 
For more information, call 
the church office at 413-543-
4763.

CHESS CLUB: Open 
to residents of all surround-
ing communities 5:30 p.m. 
every Tuesday at the Indian 
Orchard Citizens Council, 
117 Main St. For more in-
formation, contact the IOCC 
at 413- 209-8240 or indi-
anorchardcitizenscouncil@
gmail.com or stop in during 
operating hours. Follow the 
IOCC on Facebook and Ins-
tagram.

LUDLOW SENIOR 
CENTER 55 AND OVER 
CO-ED VOLLEYBALL 
LEAGUE: At East Street 
School on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays from 5:30-7:30 
p.m. the cost to take part is 
$5 per year. For more infor-
mation contact Maria Ardoli-
no, activities director at ac-
tivity@ludlow.ma.us or call 
413-583-3564.

AQUACISE AT THE 
CLUB: The Ludlow Com-
munity Center/Randall Boys 
& Girls Club, at 91 Claudi-
as Way, continues to offer 
Aquacise throughout the 
week. Aquacise is a low-im-
pact, full-body workout per-
formed in the water to put 
less stress on your joints 
and muscles while building 
strength. Classes are open to 
all members with pool-in-
clusive memberships and do 
not require prior registration. 
Classes are held 8:30-9:15 
a.m., Tuesdays, Wednesdays 
and Thursdays. For ques-
tions, call 413-583-2072, ext. 
124.

SUPPORT FOR FAM-
ILY MEMBERS: The Mi-
chael J. Dias Support Group 
meets 6-7:15 p.m. on the 
second and fourth Tuesday 
of the month at Our Lady of 
Fatima Parish Center. Educa-
tion, resources, peer support, 
and hope for parents and 
family members coping with 
a loved one with a substance 
use disorder. Anyone needing 
help is welcome to attend. 
Masks are required and we 
will be seated six feet apart. 
For more information, call 
Maureen at 413-563-6226.

H.O.P.E. RECOVERY 
GROUP: Having Our Path-
ways Encouraged meetings 
are for those who have expe-
rience with addictions, grief, 
anxiety and depression, (in-
cluding anxiety and depres-
sion due to COVID-19) and 

for loved ones who might 
need help in their recovery. 
This group is also for those 
who can help lead others in 
their recovery by example. 
This meeting in no way re-
places professional thera-
pies. It is a time for sharing 
strength, encouragement and 
hope. No fees. Bring your 
own non-alcoholic bever-
age. Pre-packaged snacks 
are available. Small group 
structure based on basic 
Christian principles, concept, 
purposes and confidentiali-
ty. COVID-19 guidelines are 
observed. Masks required. 
6:30-8 p.m. every Monday 
at Fellowship Hall in Faith 
Community Chapel, 485 East 
Street in Ludlow. Parking 
lot behind Chapel. Fellow-
ship Hall entrance at back of 
Chapel. Seating is limited. To 
reserve yours, call 413- 519-
4591.

QUABBIN VALLEY 
TWIRLERS If you missed 
the first lessons in the fall, 
now is the time to give your-
self a gift of dancing enjoy-
ment for the coming holiday 
time. Do you want some 
exercise, mental acuity, and 
lots of fun with great peo-
ple? Try our national folk 
dance, square dancing with 
the Quabbin Valley Twirlers. 
They dance in Belchertown 
and Ludlow with Sunday and 
Wednesday evenings avail-
able. For more information, 
call Gloria or Fran at 413-
467-3352. 

BIBLE STUDY: A 
weekly Bible study led by 
Ludlow resident Hank Bas-
tos takes place at 7 p.m. on 
Wednesdays at 485 East St., 
Ludlow. Call 413-348-6487 
for more information.

SHARE YOUR SIGHT: 
Volunteer to read, shop or 
walk with a blind or vision 
impaired person in your 
community. Call the Massa-
chusetts Association for the 
Blind and Visually Impaired 
at 1-888-613-2777 for de-
tails.

• DATEBOOK •

banded and is twenty years 
old.”

Two of my grandchil-
dren and I saw a mature 
bald eagle perched in a tree 
at the edge of my hayfield 
on Saturday, March 15. 
I stopped the car and my 
granddaughter, Lizzie, got 
out of the car to take a pho-
to with her cellphone. I said 
the eagle will probably fly 
away. As she approached, 
the eagle turned its head 
to watch her. As she ap-
proached it bent down, 
opened its tail feathers dis-
playing the white feathers 
and then took off. She got a 
photo of its white tail. 

The Brimfield resident 
saw two bald eagles at a 
pond in Warren, an adult 
and an immature. The im-
mature eagle flushed up 
some ducks while flying 
around the pond. On anoth-
er day he saw four eagles, 
two adult and two imma-
ture. An Oakham resident 
also saw a bald eagle re-
cently.

Other birds 
The same person saw a 

great blue heron, hooded 
mergansers, three ringed 
bill gulls and a small flock 

of red-winged blackbirds. 
Earlier this month, he said, 
“Two fox sparrows showed 
in the afternoon, always 
nice to see them. A pair of 
blue birds are irregular vis-
itors as are sharp-shinned 
hawks. Last week an adult 
chased juncos into a quince 
bush without success. And 
this week an immature 
sharpie was in the yard for 
awhile.”

He said he takes in his 
feeders at night as bears 
should be out and about. 
He read an article that 
the skunk cabbage is up 
and is a sign that so are 
the bears. Black bears eat 
skunk cabbage leaves in 
the spring when they first 
emerge from the dens to 
“kick start” their digestive 
system. They also return 
to their favorite feeding 
grounds, often back yard 
bird feeders.

People may report a 
bird sighting or bird relat-
ed experience by calling me 
at 413-967-3505, leaving a 
message at extension 100, 
emailing mybackyard88@
aol.com or edowner@tur-
ley.com or mailing to Barre 
Gazette, P.O. Box 448, 
Barre, MA 01005.

BACKYARD from page 6

SPRINGFIELD— Tick-
ets are now on sale for the 
17th annual Difference 
Makers awards gala, host-
ed by BusinessWest, the 
business journal of Western 
Massachusetts. The event 
will take place on Wednes-
day, April 9 at 5:30 p.m. at 
the Log Cabin in Holyoke.

Tickets cost $95 per 
person, and tables of 10 
are available. They can be 
purchased at businesswest.
com/eventcalendar/differ-
ence-makers-tickets/.

The 17th annual Dif-
ference Makers program 
is sponsored by Burkhart 
Pizzanelli, the Royal Law 
Firm, Trinity Health Of 
New England/Mercy Med-
ical Center, and TommyCar 
Auto Group.

The Difference Mak-
ers program was launched 

in 2009 to recognize and 
celebrate the work of indi-
viduals, groups, business-
es, and institutions that are 
positively impacting the 
Pioneer Valley. As our win-
ners have shown, there are 
many ways to make a dif-
ference within our commu-
nity: through work on ini-
tiatives to improve quality 
of life; through success in 
business, public service, or 
education; through contri-
butions that inspire others to 
get involved; through imag-
inative efforts to help solve 
one or more societal issues; 
or through a combination of 
the above.

For more information, 
call Natasha Mercado-San-
tana, Marketing and Events 
manager, at (413) 781-8600, 
ext. 100, or email merca-
do@businesswest.com.

Tickets now on sale for 2025
Difference Makers awards gala
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Adam Riley sets near the net.

Spring preseason underwaySpring preseason underway

Alek Wojcik gets low for a hit.

Ben Sanches attempts a 
serve.

Cooper Champigny sends a 
bump away.

LUDLOW – 
The spring season 
is underway in 
high school sports 
with many teams 
set to open up the 
season later this 
week. More teams 
will get going 
early next week, 
weather permitting 
as well as if base-
ball and softball 
fields are ready for 
play.

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

CHICOPEE— The Pio-
neer Valley Girls Suburban 
Basketball League was al-
ways very special to Eileen 
Monaghan.  

Growing up in Chicop-
ee, Monaghan played for a 
Suburban League basket-
ball team. She then coached 
her daughter’s Suburban 
League teams. In recent 
years, Monaghan was one 
of the referees in the league.

Monaghan most likely 
would’ve been back on the 
basketball court refereeing 
Suburban League games 
this winter, but she was 
tragically killed last April.       

Suburban League Com-
missioner Joe Ciejka, who’s 
from Ware, couldn’t recall 
another person who played, 
coached and was a refer-
ee in the Suburban League 
during the past 40 years. 

“I believe Eileen is the 
first person to play, coach, 
and has been a referee in 
the Suburban league,” Ciej-
ka said. “Eileen brought an 
incredible spirit to the Sub-
urban League and the kind-
ness of hearts. Even though 
her heart has been silenced, 
we’re not going to let her 
spirit ever die.”        

The inaugural Eileen 
Monaghan Sportsman-
ship Award was given to 
the Gateway 5/6th grade 
basketball team prior to 
the start of the 5/6th grade 
Division 2 championship 
game between Easthampton 
and Hampshire, which took 
place at Chicopee Comp on 
March 9. 

“I think the sportsman-
ship award is very spe-
cial because it shows how 
many lives that my mom 
touched,” said Kathleen 
Brooks, who is Eileen’s 
youngest daughter. “She 
just loved girls sports, espe-
cially basketball. She prob-
ably would’ve been very 
proud of this award.” 

Brooks, who presented 
the sportsmanship award to 
Gateway, graduated from 
Chicopee Comp in 2019 
where she played soccer, 
basketball, and lacrosse.

Her older sister, Ashley 
Rouleau, played two sports 
at Comp. 

The Gateway Suburban 
League basketball team 
didn’t win any games this 
season, but the players cel-
ebrated small victories and 
kept a positive attitude on 

League starts new award 
in honor of late coach

By Gregory A. Scibelli
gscibelli@turley.com

HOLYOKE – For the first 
time in several years, it was 
gorgeous weather for the 
Holyoke St. Patrick’s Road 
Race last Saturday afternoon 
the city streets.

More than 6,000 people 
participated in this year’s 
event, with nearly 5,000 par-
ticipants finishing the 10K, 
or 6.2-mile course.

This year, it was Samuel 

Whittaker of Salem, CT, who 
finished the race in 31:24. 
Alex Corbett, who placed 
second in last year’s race, 
came in 23 seconds later at 
31:47.

The top female finisher 
was Angelia Rafter at 34:13 
and she placed 12th overall. 
Rafter is from Glastonbury, 
CT.

Among local finishers, 
Matt Provost of Monson was 
19th overall at 35:09. Ryan 
Davis of South Hadley was a 

close 20th at 35:10. Lindsay 
Smith of South Hadley fin-
ished 22nd at 35:12.

While the race course, 
commonly known as a 
“hilly” course throughout 
downtown Holyoke end-
ing with a turn off Beech St. 
and up the hill on Hampden 
St. toward the finish line re-
mained largely the same, 
there was one noticeable 
change in this year’s event.

Presidential Timing took 
over the official timing du-
ties after 4RUN3 went out 
of business last year. Those 
looking for more results from 
the events can go to www.
presidentialtiming.com to 
look at more specific results 
from the race. Like previous 
timers, you can look up peo-
ple by name and bib number 
to get more specific results.

The road race once again 
kicked off an excellent week-
end celebrating the St. Pat-
rick’s Day holiday and also 
helped to prepare several par-
ticipants in this year’s event 
for future races in the coming 
months, including the Boston 
Marathon, which will take 
place on Monday, April 21.

With the weather being 

much warmer, there were 
less participants in costumes, 
though plenty of harriers 
were wearing the green tutus 
that are often a part of each 
year’s race.

The city also had excel-
lent cooperation from the 
Holyoke Police Department, 
Holyoke Fire Department, 
the Massachusetts State Po-
lice, and Cataldo Ambulance, 
which provided public safe-
ty services for the event this 
year. 

The race was kicked with 
a beautiful rendition of the 

Sun shines bright on 48th Road RaceRace

Benjamin Farias was one of 
Ludlow’s top finishers at 39:13.

Michael Goodreau comes in 
at 43:28.

Lance Tomlinson crosses the 
finish line at 44:32.

Sarah Kelly came in at 45:03. Torcato Zina finishes the 
course at 44:53.

Female winner Angelia Rafter crosses the finish line at 34:13.

Alex Corbett takes second in 
the race for the second year 
in a row.

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli

The participants are off in the 48th running of the Holyoke St. Patrick’s Road Race.

Samuel Whittaker 
crosses the first 
line first overall.

Please see LEAGUE, 
page 10

Please see RACE, page 10
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SPORTS

BRIDGEPORT, Conn. — 
The Springfield Thunderbirds 
(30-26-2-4) stumbled on the 
road and fell to the Bridge-
port Islanders (14-40-4-3) by 
a final score of 4-1 on Sat-
urday inside Total Mortgage 
Arena.

For a ninth straight game, 
the T-Birds spotted their op-
ponent a 1-0 lead as 35-year-
old Chris Terry cleaned up a 
rebound off the pads of Vad-
im Zherenko at 4:36 of the 
first to give Bridgeport the 
lead. 

The T-Birds answered 

back thanks to their red-hot 
power play at 8:21, as Mat-
thew Peca led a streaking 
Nikita Alexandrov to the blue 
paint for a backhander that 
found its way through Henrik 
Tikkanen to even the game, 
1-1.

Zherenko and Tikkanen 
dealt with some chaos near 
their creases early in the sec-
ond, but the 1-1 tie carried 
into the midpoint of the game 
before a costly too-many-
men penalty hurt Springfield.

With their first power 
play of the night, the Island-

ers struck as Adam Beck-
man fired a wrister to the top 
shelf just moments after he 
clanged one off the post, and 
Bridgeport had the 2-1 lead 
at 11:27 of the second.

Beckman was not finished 
with his exploits either, as 
the newly-acquired Islanders 
cashed in on 2-on-1 setup 
from Brian Pinho at 17:09 to 
give Bridgeport an insurance 
tally heading into the third, 
3-1.

Cam Thiesing added fur-
ther to the lead just 1:37 into 
the third, intercepting a puck 

in the Springfield zone and 
backhanding a chance past 
Zherenko to make it a 4-1 
game. Springfield managed 
only seven shots in the final 
period, and Tikkanen fin-
ished a relatively stress-free 
night with 21 saves in the 
Bridgeport win. 

The T-Birds return home 
on Friday and Saturday for 
the first-ever matchups on 
home ice against the Iowa 
Wild, with 7:05 p.m. puck 
drops slated for both nights 
inside the Thunderdome.

T-Birds suffer loss as they pursue playoff spot

The Quabbin Valley 
Over-28 Baseball League is 
looking to infuse new talent 
into its league for the 2025 
season.

Coming up this Sun-
day, March 30, and Sun-
day, April 6. Both practices 
are scheduled to be held at 
Beachgrounds Park in South 
Hadley and are weather-per-
mitting. Both practices will 
begin at 10 a.m. and fol-
lowing the April 6 practice, 
new players will be drafted 
to teams in the league as the 
league works to fill its open 
roster spots.

Registration for the 2025 
season is now open and any 
interested players can go to 
www.quabbinvalleybase-
ball.org to get registered, or 
to seek more information 
or make inquiries about the 
league. The league website 
will also be updated over 
the next month with infor-

mation about the upcoming 
season.

There are many open 
roster spots available in the 
league for the 2025 sea-
son, which is tentatively 
scheduled to begin on Sun-
day, April 27. The league 
plays most Sunday from 
late April through mid-Au-
gust with playoffs follow-
ing that. The league plays a 
15-game schedule and typ-
ically fields six teams each 
year. Games are usually 
played at 10 a.m. with fields 
in Easthampton and South 
Hadley normally used.

The Quabbin Valley 
league is an all-abilities 
league and all are welcome 
to join. Eligibility is players 
who are age 28 and over. 
You must be 30 to be eligi-
ble to pitch in the league. 
Your age for eligibility is 
whatever age you will turn 
in 2025. 

Quabbin League holding 
open practice for new 
players this weekend

WORCESTER  – 
The  Worcester Railers 
HC  (30-27-2-4 68pts) take 
down the  Trois-Rivières Li-
ons  (41-13-5-2, 89pts), on 
Sunday afternoon by a fi-
nal score of 5-4 in front 
of a crowd of 6,047 at the 
DCU Center. The Railers are 
back on the ice next at the 
Colisée Vidéotron in Que-
bec on Friday March 28th at 
7pm where they take on the 
Trois-Rivières Lions again 
for a three game away series.

The Railers stayed hot 
after last night’s when they 
grabbed a 1-0 lead over the 
Lions off of a tipped goal 
from captain Anthony Re-
paci (1-1-2). Just eleven 
seconds into the second pe-
riod Anthony Callin deked 
his way through the defense 
and finds the back of the net 
for a short handed goal ex-
tending the Railers lead to 
2-0. Lincoln Hatten(1-0-1) 
and Connor Welsh (1-0-
1) picked up goals of their 
own just a minute and one 
second apart from each oth-
er extending the Railers 
lead to 4-0 over the Lions 

early into the second peri-
od. Trois-Rivières got back 
within two with goals from 
Logan Nijhoff (3-1-4) and 
Tyler Hylland(1-1-2). The 
third period was quiet un-
til Cole Donhauser (1-1-2) 
scored an empty net goal in-
creasing the Railers lead to 
5-2. Logan Nijhoff scored 
two more goals to give him 
a hat trick on the night. The 
Railers prevailed and defeat-
ed Trois-Rivières 5-4 in the 
weekend finale.

Anthony Repaci (26th) 
deflected Anthony Callin’s 
shot past Cavallin in net for 
the Lions to give the Railers 
a 1-0 lead 7:52 into the first 
period. The Railers out shot 
Trois-Rivières 9-7, ending 
the period with a one goal 
lead.

The Railers got back to 
work quickly in the second 
period. Just 11 seconds af-
ter the puck dropped, An-
thony Callin (20th) dangled 
through Trois-Rivières de-
fenders and finished it off 
with a goal to give the Rail-
ers a 2-0 lead. 4:12 into the 
second period the Railers 

kept on their scoring fren-
zy with a goal from Lincoln 
Hatten (7th) and just a min-
ute and one second after that 
Connor Welsh (8th) nets 
one for Worcester to set a 
career high for the defend-
er. Trois-Rivières respond-
ed after 8 unanswered goals 
within the last 24 hours from 
Worcester by making it a 4-1 
game off a goal from Logan 
Nijhoff (21st). Trois-Rivières 
took advantage of their pow-
er play with a goal from Ty-
ler Hylland (13th) cutting the 
score down to 4-2 at exactly 
14:00 into the 2nd period to 
wrap up the scoring in the 
second period.

The third period was a 
quiet one compared to the 
second period. But the Rail-
ers were able to extend their 
lead to 5-2 with an open net 
goal from Cole Donhaus-
er (9th). Trois-Rivières kept 
fighting as Logan Nijhoff 
(22nd, 23rd) scored two 
more goals giving him a hat 
trick. The Railers held them 
off and won 5-4 over the Li-
ons to end the weekend se-
ries.

Railers scored big sweep of Lions Valley Wheel 
tryouts set 
for April 6

Players looking to join 
the Valley Wheel Over-28 
Baseball League can at-
tend the tryouts beginning 
Sunday April 6. The time 
and location of the tryout 
is to be determined.

The league, which 
plays its games in Western 
Massachusetts and North-
ern Connecticut, makes 
sure that everyone gets a 
fair share of the action. 
Everyone plays a mini-
mum of 4 innings in the 
field, and everyone bats. 
The league follows MLB 
rules with some modified 
rules adapted with safety 
in mind. 

The Valley Wheel 
stands apart from other 
leagues across the country 
for this reason:

Their league char-
ter and one of their main 
goals, is to work toward 
having a league with teams 
of equal strength. 

The league is now 
seeking new players to 
fill open roster slots.  En-
joy the competition and 
camaraderie with a great 
group of guys who en-
joy the game as much as 
you do.  Stay in shape and 
make new friends.  Be part 
of something that happens 
once a year, and with luck, 
win a championship that 
might be once in a life-
time.  Grab your glove and 
cleats and join a team for 
a great adventure. It’s not 
too late don’t miss out; 
opening day is just around 
the corner. For more infor-
mation, contact Jim Nason 
at 413-433-4308 or visit 
the website www.Valley-
WheelBaseball.org

the court. 
“Being selected as the 

first sportsmanship award 
winner in the Suburban 
League is very special,” said 
Gateway head coach Peter 
Sadler. “We didn’t have a 
lot of experienced players 
this year, but we kept im-
proving throughout the sea-
son. We came close to win-
ning a couple of games. We 
just focused on doing one 
thing to get better in each 
game. The girls never gave 
up and kept a positive atti-
tude.”     

The members of the 
Gateway girls’ basketball 
team are Victoria Barnes, 
Riley Chornyar, Liv Du-
lude, Lila Castro, Senavieve 
Rosseau, Fiona Hallow-
ell, Faith Chretlen, Evey-
ln Sadler, Abigail Sadler, 
Emma Johnson, and Alyvia 
Kaynowski. 

The Suburban League 
referees voted for the 
Sportsmanship Award.

Unlike her daughters, 
Monaghan graduated from 
Chicopee High School. She 
played soccer and basket-
ball for the Lady Pacers. 
She was inducted into the 
Chicopee Athletic Hall of 
Fame in 2013. Monaghan 
also played soccer and bas-
ketball at Western New En-
gland College. She was in-
ducted into the WNEC Hall 
of Fame in 2006.  

“My mom was always 
very humble, but she always 
told us that she loved play-
ing sports,” Brooks said. 
“She didn’t score 1,000 ca-
reer point in high school, 
but she did at WNEC. She 
always worked very hard 
and that’s what she wanted 

everyone else to do.”   
Monaghan graduated 

from college with a bache-
lor’s degree in management. 
She was the Chief-of-Staff 
for Chicopee State Repre-
sentative Joseph Wagner for 
twenty-one years. She was 
also the Executive Assistant 
to Sheriff Nick Cocchi at 
the Hampden County Sher-
iff’s Department. 

Monaghan was also 
a summer league soccer 
coach. Her older brother, 
John, coached the girls’ 
summer league soccer team 
at that same time. The two 
siblings battled against each 
other several times. 

“It was a lot of fun 
coaching against my sis-
ter’s summer league soc-
cer team,” John Monaghan 
said. “Having the Suburban 
League name their sports-
manship award in her hon-
or really means a lot to the 
family. She put a lot of time 
and effort into sports. She 
just wanted to help the kids 
get better.”  

 A high school girls var-
sity basketball team will 
also be receiving the Eileen 
Monaghan Sportsmanship 
Award on March 20. 

“We had high school 
Sportsmanship Award for 
about six or seven years, 
but then it stopped due to 
the COVID-19 Pandemic,” 
Ciejka said. “We’re going to 
be bringing the high school 
sportsmanship award back 
in Eileen’s name at our ref-
eree’s banquet on March 
20.”     

The Gateway players 
didn’t get to play in the 
Suburban League finals this 
year, but it was still a very 
special day for them.

LEAGUE from page 9

Star Spangled Banner sung 
by Kate Caligaris and JFK 
Award winner and celebrity 

Bridget Moynahan shot the 
opening gun.

This year, there were four 
waves of runners followed by 
the fifth wave, which includ-

ed walkers on the course. 
Among the participants, 

there were nearly 400 partic-
ipants in the race who were 
under 18-years-old.

RACE from page 9

the general satisfaction with 
the center’s dedication to of-
fering nutritious meals at an 
affordable cost. The food of-
fered is consistently praised, 
with previous meals this 
week including corned beef 
on Monday for Saint Pat-
rick’s Day, ziti with marinara 
and garlic bread on Tuesday, 
and stuffed sausages with 
tater tots on Wednesday.

About 175 seniors were 
served at this birthday 
lunch, a turnout that was a 
bit smaller than the 240 who 
attended the Saint Patrick’s 
Day event. The center’s ex-
ecutive director, Jodi Zepke, 
was actively involved, help-
ing to coordinate the volun-
teers in the kitchen, making 
plates, and assisting both cit-
izens and volunteers in find-
ing seats. Zepke mentioned 
that the birthday lunch is a 
monthly tradition, though she 
couldn’t say exactly when it 

started, as it predates the se-
nior center’s current location. 
The center, which employs 
a full-time cook and several 
part-time staff members, re-
lies heavily on volunteers for 
events of this scale.

Ludlow Senior Center has 
become a central hub for the 
community, offering more 
than just meals. Its mission 
extends to providing culture, 
art, exercise, education, and 
access to resources for se-
niors in need. The average 
attendance at a meal at the 
center ranges from 120 to 
200 seniors, and the center 
consistently serves a large 
portion of the Ludlow senior 
population. Additionally, the 
center’s event decorations, 
including those for the birth-
day lunches and holidays, are 
created by a dedicated deco-
rating committee.

Looking ahead, the Age 
& Dementia Friendly Lud-
low planning committee en-
courages residents to attend 
listening sessions. These 

sessions, which are part of 
an effort to make Ludlow 
a more age-friendly com-
munity, offer a chance for 
feedback on topics such as 
housing, aging in place, ac-
cessibility, health services, 
transportation, and social 
connections. Free ice cream 
will be provided by Berk-
shire Bank and Peoples Bank 
at the sessions, with the first 
session having taken place 
on March 20, from 1:30 p.m. 
to 3 p.m. The second session 
will be on April 30, from 
1:30 p.m. to 3 p.m. To learn 
more about upcoming events 
and volunteer opportunities, 
residents are encouraged 
to visit friendsofludlowse-
niorcenter.com.

The Ludlow Senior Cen-
ter continues to be a cor-
nerstone of the community, 
providing vital support to se-
niors and fostering a spirit of 
connection among the town’s 
older residents.

LUNCHEON from page 1

Turley photo by Abigail McCoy

Volunteers hard at work in the kitchen making plates for all of the seniors
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Ludlow 
Conservation Commission

LEGAL NOTICE 
The Ludlow Conservation 

Commission will hold a Public 
Hearing under W.P.A. (M.G.L. 
Ch. 131, § 40) and Town of 
Ludlow Bylaws, Chapter XV, 
in Ludlow Town Hall, 3rd floor, 
Selectmen’s Conference Room, 
on Wednesday, April 2, 2025, 
at 6:45 p.m. on the Notice of In-
tent application of Carolyn Har-
ris, for the property located at 67 
Lyon Street (Assessors’ Map 
24, Parcel 18). The subject of 
the hearing is: addition to single 
family home.

If for any reason this hearing is 
cancelled, it will be rescheduled 
to Wednesday, May 7, 2025.

Angela Tierney
Chair

03/26/2025

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 

The Trial Court 
Probate and Family Court 

Hampden Probate and 
Family Court
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758

Docket No. HD25C0077CA 
In the matter of: 

Maria Green
CITATION ON PETITION TO 

CHANGE NAME
A Petition to Change Name 

of Adult has been filed by Maria 
Green of Ludlow, MA request-
ing that the court enter a Decree 
changing their name to: 

Maria Kohulka-Green
 IMPORTANT NOTICE
Any person may appear for 

purposes of objecting to the peti-
tion by filing an appearance at: 
Hampden Probate and Family 
Court before 10:00 a.m. on the 
return day of 04/16/2025.

This is NOT a hearing date, 
but a deadline by which you 
must file a written appearance if 
you object to this proceeding.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M Hyland, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date:  March 19, 2025

Rosemary A Saccomani
Register of Probate

03/26/2025

Ludlow 
Conservation Commission

LEGAL NOTICE
The Ludlow Conservation 

Commission will hold a Public 
Hearing under W.P.A. (M.G.L. 
Ch. 131, § 40) and Town of 
Ludlow Bylaws, Chapter XV, 
in Ludlow Town Hall, 3rd floor, 
Selectmen’s Conference Room, 
on Wednesday, April 2, 2025, at 
6:55 p.m. on the Amendment to 
Notice of Intent/Order of Con-
ditions application of Andrew 
Rourke, for the property located 
at Lot 15 Church Street (As-
sessors’ Map 17, Parcel 103D). 
The subject of the hearing is: re-

moval of Riverfront Area and 
restoration, increase clearing 
in front of proposed home.

Angela Tierney, Chair
03/26/2025

COMMONWEALTH OF
MASSACHUSETTS 

Probate and Family Court 
Department

HAMPDEN, Division
Docket No. HD24P1736PM
To all persons interested in the 

estate of Margaret Mileskie of 
Palmer, in said County, a person 
under Conservatorship, single.

A petition has been presented 
to said Court for license to sell at 
private sale - certain real estate of 
said Margaret Mileskie, for her 
maintenance.

If you desire to object thereto 
you or your attorney should file a 
written appearance in said Court 
at 50 State Street, Springfield, 
MA, before 10:00 a.m. on the 
23rd day of April 2025, the re-
turn day of this petition.

Witness, BARBARA M. 
HYLAND, Esquire, First Justice 
of said Court this thirteenth day 
of March 2025.

Rosemary A. Saccomani,
Register

03/26/2025

Ludlow 
Conservation Commission

LEGAL NOTICE
The Ludlow Conservation 

Commission will hold a Public 
Hearing under W.P.A. (M.G.L. 
Ch. 131, § 40) and Town of 
Ludlow Bylaws, Chapter XV, 
in Ludlow Town Hall, 3rd floor, 
Selectmen’s Conference Room, 
on Wednesday, April 2, 2025, 
at 6:50 p.m. on the Notice of In-
tent application of Town of Lud-
low Pond Management Commit-
tee, for the property located at 
Murphy Pond (Assessors’ Map 
12B, Parcel 136C). The subject 
of the hearing is: ecological res-
toration & treatment of pond.

If for any reason this hearing is 
cancelled, it will be rescheduled 
to Wednesday, May 7, 2025.

Angela Tierney, Chair
03/26/2025

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Probate 
and Family Court

50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 

(413)748-7758
Docket No. HD25P0483EA

Estate of: 
Charles H Loud 

Date of Death: 10/06/2020
CITATION ON PETITION 

FOR FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Late and Lim-

ited Formal Testacy and/or 
Appointment has been filed by 

Bryan Loud of South Hadley, 
MA requesting that the Court 
enter a formal Decree and Order 
and for such other relief as re-
quested in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that: 
Bryan Loud of South Hadley, 
MA be appointed as Personal 
Representative(s) of said estate 
to serve Without Surety on the 
bond in unsupervised adminis-
tration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain 

a copy of the Petition from the 
Petitioner or at the Court. You 
have a right to object to this 
proceeding. To do so, you or 
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m. 
on the return day of 04/04/2025. 
This is NOT a hearing date, but 
a deadline by which you must 
file a written appearance and 
objection if you object to this 
proceeding. If you fail to file a 
timely written appearance and 
objection followed by an affi-
davit of objections within thir-
ty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without 
further notice to you. 

UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE 
MASSACHUSETTS 

UNIFORM PROBATE 
CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Representative 
appointed under the MUPC in 
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an 
inventory or annual accounts 
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled 
to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the 
Personal Representative and 
may petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the estate, 
including the distribution of 
assets and expenses of admin-
istration.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M Hyland, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: March 07, 2025

Rosemary A Saccomani,
 Register of Probate

03/26/2025

Wilbraham Housing Authority
Request for Bids 

The Wilbraham Housing Au-
thority, the Awarding Authority, 
invites sealed bids from Contrac-
tors for the The Pines Elderly 
667-02 Development for the 
Wilbraham Housing Authority 
in Wilbraham Massachusetts, in 
accordance with the documents 
prepared by Hill Engineers, Ar-
chitects, Planners, Inc.

The Project consists of: Re-
configuring and replacing the 
existing asphalt entrance drive 
and parking area.

The work is estimated to cost 
$89,920.00

Bids are subject to M.G.L. 
c.30 §39M & to minimum wage 
rates as required by M.G.L. c.l49 

§§26 to 27H inclusive.
General Bids will be received 

until 2:00 p.m., Friday April 
18, 2025 and publicly opened, 
forthwith.

This project is being Elec-
tronically Bid (E-Bid). All bids 
shall be prepared and submitted 
online at Projectdog.com and 
received no later than the date & 
time specified above. Hard copy 
bids will not be accepted by the 
Awarding Authority. For assis-
tance, contact Projectdog, Inc. at 
978.499.9014.

General bids shall be accom-
panied by a bid deposit that is not 
less than five (5%) of the greatest 
possible bid amount (considering 
all alternates) and made payable 
to the Wilbraham Housing Au-
thority.

Bid Forms and Contract Doc-
uments will be available in elec-
tronic form and without cost 
or charge at Projectdog.com, 
project code 867432, beginning 
March 26, 2025. Persons desir-
ing hard copies of the documents 
shall be solely responsible for all 
printing costs.

The job site and/or existing 
building will be available for in-
spection between 1:00 P.M. and 
2:00 P.M. on April 11, 2025.

For an appointment call 
Jeanne Tyron at 413-543-1700. 
03/26/2025

LEGAL NOTICE
Ludlow Special Town 

Meeting of October 7, 2024
Case #11577

Warrant Articles 9 and 10 
were approved by the Attorney 
General’s office accordingly. 

**see full context of text in 
Town Clerk’s office.

Posted in all 6 polling loca-
tions and at the Ludlow Town 
Hall.

Precinct 1 
Harris Brook Elementary School

Precinct 2 
Paul R. Baird Middle School

Precinct 3 
Ludlow High School

Precinct 4 
East Street School

Precinct 5 
First Church in Ludlow

Precinct 6 
Paul R. Baird Middle School

03/12, 03/19, 03/26/2025

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Probate and 
Family Court
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103  
Docket No. 

HD25P0277GD 
In the interests of 
Jahzora B Wilmot

of Ludlow, MA 
Minor

NOTICE AND ORDER: 
Petition for Appointment
of Guardian of a Minor

NOTICE TO ALL
INTERESTED PARTIES
1. Hearing Date/Time : 

A hearing on a Petition for 
Appointment of Guardian of a 
Minor filed on 02/10/2025 by 
Jessica L Dube of Ludlow, 
MA will be held 04/28/2025 
08:30 AM Guardianship 
of Minor.  Located: Judge 
Army - In Person: 50 State 
St Springfield, MA 01103 
Courtroom 2 - 4th Floor.

2. Response to Petition: You 
may respond by filing a written 

response to the Petition or by 
appearing in person at the hear-
ing. If you choose to file a writ-
ten response, you need to:

File the original with the 
Court; and

Mail a copy to all interested 
parties at least five (5) business 
days before the hearing.

3. Counsel for the Minor: 
The minor (or an adult on behalf 
of the minor) has the right to 
request that counsel be appoint-
ed for the minor.

4. Counsel for Parents: If 
you are a parent of the minor 
child who is the subject of this 
proceeding you have a right to 
be represented by an attorney. If 
you want an attorney and cannot 
afford to pay for one and if you 
give proof that you are indigent, 
an attorney will be assigned to 
you. Your request for an attorney 
should be made immediately 
by filling out the Application of 
Appointment of Counsel form. 
Submit the application form in 
person or by mail at the court 
location where your case is 
going to be heard.

5. Presence of the Minor at 
Hearing: A minor over age 14 
has the right to be present at any 
hearing, unless the Court finds 
that it is not in the minor’s best 
interests.
Date: March 17, 2025

Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate

03/26/2025

 CLUES ACROSS
  1. State in 

southwestern India
  4. Pashto
 10. Corpuscle count 

(abbr.)
 11. Supervised release 

from prison
 12. Greeting
 14. Type of drug
 15. __ Sagan, 

astronomer
 16. Every year
 18. Nasal cavities
 22. Nova __, province
 23. In an inactive way
 24. Cream-colored 

root
 26. Nervous system 

disease
 27. Guitarist Clapton
 28. Three came to see 

Baby Jesus
 30. Lebowski’s 

nickname

 31. Play a role
 34. Not fresh
 36. Where golfers 

begin
 37. Negatives
 39. Wild goat
 40. Releasing 

hormone
 41. Makes up
 42. Fastens
 48. Exists in large 

numbers
 50. A connecting word
 51. A phase of the 

heartbeat
 52. Northern Ireland 

county
 53. An independent 

ruler or chieftain
 54. Pacific sea bream
 55. Commercial
 56. Azure
 58. Doctor of 

Education
 59. Protected oneself 

against loss
 60. Car mechanics 

group

CLUES DOWN
  1. Pastes for filling 

crevices
  2. Acquire
  3. Heralds
  4. News group
  5. Exact copies
  6. Particles
  7. Noted 20th C. 

performer Lena
  8. Tempted
  9. Midway between 

north and east
 12. Slotted, hinged 

metal plate
 13. South American 

hummingbird
 17. Neither
 19. Walk with 

confidence
 20. Omit when 

speaking
 21. Imperial Chinese 

currency
 25. A bakery 

specializing in 
French pastry

 29. Talk incessantly
 31. Ethnic group of 

Nigeria
 32. Longtime NY 

Times film critic
 33. Beginners
 35. Makes a trade
 38. Sleep
 41. Not moving
 43. Popular drink: Pina 

__
 44. Potential benefits
 45. A place you can 

get stuck in
 46. Ancient Greek City
 47. Chalcedony
 49. Rover
 56. Digraph
 57. Investment vehicle

Public Notices
ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3
Public notice deadlines are Friday at 3 p.m.

Please check 
the accuracy of 

your legal notice 
prior to submis-
sion (i.e., date, 
time, spelling).

Also, be sure 
the requested 

publication date 
coincides with 

the purpose of the 
notice, or as the 
law demands.

Thank you.

PUBLIC NOTICES

LUDLOW—Applications 
are now open for the 2025 
Massachusetts Municipal 
Wholesale Electric Company 
(MMWEC) scholarship. 

MMWEC is offering two 
$1,000 scholarships to qual-
ifying seniors from Ludlow 
High School who are plan-
ning to attend either a two- 
or four-year college. Eligible 
students must plan to pur-
sue a degree in engineering, 
environmental sciences, fi-
nance, accounting, or a relat-
ed discipline.

Scholarship recipients 
will be awarded based on 
several factors including ac-
ademic achievement, area of 

study, and need. All seniors 
planning to pursue one of the 
specified academic areas are 
encouraged to apply, regard-
less of their class ranking. 

To be considered, stu-
dents must submit all re-
quired documents including 
a letter of recommendation 
from their school counsel-
or and a letter detailing their 
educational and professional 
goals. Application and sub-
mission details will be shared 
with students via their school 
counselors. The deadline to 
apply is Friday, May 9.

As part of its commitment 
to the community, MMWEC 
has awarded $66,000 in 

scholarships to help local 
students defray the cost of 
higher education since the 
inception of the scholarship 
program in 1998. 

MMWEC is the joint ac-
tion agency for public power 
in Massachusetts, providing 
a variety of power supply, 
financial, risk management 
and other services to the 
state’s consumer-owned, mu-
nicipal utilities. MMWEC 
is the operator and principal 
owner of the Stony Brook 
Energy Center on Moody 
Street and has been a corpo-
rate resident of Ludlow for 
nearly 50 years.

MMWEC Offers Scholarships to LHS Seniors
SPRINGFIELD-  The 

Springfield Garden Club is 
accepting applications for 
their annual $2,000 schol-
arship awarded to a grad-
uating high school senior, 
undergraduate or graduate 
college student majoring in 
a full-time plant science or 
environmental studies pro-
gram, such as horticulture, 
floriculture, landscape de-
sign, conservation, forestry, 
botany, agronomy, plant pa-
thology, environmental con-
trol, land management or 
other allied fields. 

The candidate must 
be a  resident of Hampden 

County, demonstrate finan-
cial need and have adequate 
academic standing.  High 
school seniors, undergradu-
ate and graduate college stu-
dents  are eligible for con-
sideration.

For additional informa-
tion and to request a copy of 
the application contact Dan-
iel Sheehy at  SGCscholar-
ship@gmail.com.

Scholarship applications 
are to be complete and meet 
the  submission  deadline of 
April 1, 2025, to be eligible 
for consideration.

The SGC has awarded 
over $90,000 to more than 

60 students during the past 
30 plus years. Funds for 
the scholarship are raised 
at the annual plant sale held 
each year in the Spring. 
The Annual Plant Sale this 
year will be held at Forest 
Park on Sumner Avenue 
in Springfield on Satur-
day, May 31 from 9 a.m. to 
Noon.

For more information on 
the Springfield Garden Club 
events go to  www.spring-
fieldgardenclubma.org  or 
visit them on Facebook at

https://www.facebook.
com/SpringfieldMAGarden-
Club/ 

Springfield Garden Club offers scholarship
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MAXIMUM EFFICIENCY. EXTRAOR-
DINARY performance. Central Boiler 
certified Classic Edge Titanium HDX OUT-
DOOR WOOD FURNACE. Call today 413-
296-4320.

CANAMS 1973 MX1, 125, complete 
minus frame. Unused factored created 
engine 175cc. 1975 TNT 250 frame/parts, 
$2000. 1947 Crosby Coupe frame off res-
toration, $7500. 1999 Mom’s Buick Presi-
dential Custom Century, 54,000 miles, one 
owner, registered, garaged, all scheduled 
maintenance records, $5500. Late 50’s 
Toro Reel lawnmower, beautifull restored 
$100. Two sheets, 4’x8’ 1/2 inch new 3m 
plexiglas $100. 165 milk crates, colonial 
thru 1920 bottle cache. Historic colonial 
hand-tooled redstones; Benches, Wells, 
Ballards, Yankee Cobbles, Darby Marble, 
Italian Travintine, much more. 413-262-
4775.

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor 
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products 

(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  Call (508)882-
0178

WANTED TO BUY

ANTIQUES AND 
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks, 
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive, 
fire department, masonic, license 
plates, beer cans, barware, books, 
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more Donald Roy 
(860) 874-8396

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plaster 
repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & complete 
finishing. All ceiling textures. Fully insured. 
Jason at Great Walls. (413)563-0487

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming 
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster 
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates. 
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell 
(413)222-8868.

QUALITY FENCE INSTALLATION
20+ years experience. Free estimates.

Brodeur Construction
Call 413-388-6501

WATER IN YOUR BASEMENT?
Sump pump repairs & installations, and 
other draining solutions!

Call Gary Guertin Excavating 
(413)531-3538

ELECTRICIAN

CHAMPAGNE ELECTRICAL 
CONTRACTORS.

Residential electrical service, mini splits, 
EV chargers, smoke detection. Fully in-
sured. Licensed #22882A. Mike 413-210-
9140.

HEATING &        
AIR COND.

KELLUM HEATING & COOLING 
LLC. Licensed, insured HVAC Technician, 
30 years experience, repairs, full and 24 
hour emergency service. 413-275-4408.

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile, 
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding, 
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

WALKER HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

Interior and exterior 
 Finish carpentry, framing,

 window & door replacement,
drywall, painting and decks. 
Competitive pricing. Insured.  

Call Brendan at 413-687-5552.

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

 MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Weekly Mowing

Landscape design and installation
Paver Patios, Walkways
 For more services visit 

mattguertinlandscaping.com
Call or text 413-266-9975

 Insured - Commercial - Residential

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING

Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16 
room. Very neat, references, prompt ser-
vice call (508)867-2550

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING & 
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations, 
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen & 
Bath remodeling.  30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505 

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned, 
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  Family owned/
operated since 1950   (413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212.

TUNE-UPS

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

SAW Stump Grinding
Call for a Free Estimate, 

Veteran Owned, Fully Insured

WWW.SAWSTUMPGRINDING.COM
413-213-5470

ASSOCIATE DENTIST. 
Baystate Dental Practice, LLC. 

Belchertown, MA.
Diagnose, prevent & treat teeth & tissue 
problems. DMD or DDS. 
Apply https://www.dentalcarealli-
ance.net/dental-jobs-search/

Light Equipment Operator /Laborer
The Granby Highway Department has a 
40 hour per week position available for a 
Light Equipment Operator/Laborer. This 
position requires the ability to operate 
various types of machinery, hand tools 
and equipment (examples include lawn-
mowers, plows, sanders, asphalt paving 
equipment). The position is Grade 3 clas-
sification. Steps within this grade range 
from $18.72- $24.42 per hour. A valid 
Massachusetts class A or B CDL driver’s 
license is required. Special consideration 
will be given to candidates who possess 
the higher license class, or additional 
licenses and or relevant construction ex-
perience that would be determined to be 
beneficial to the operations of the Highway 
Department. Please contact the Highway 
Superintendent at 413-467-7575 at the 
Highway Garage (15 Crescent St, 
Granby MA 01033) for further informa-
tion, a copy of the job description and /or 
an application for employment. Applica-
tions will be accepted through May 1, 2025.

The Town of Huntington is seeking a full-
time Highway Truck Driver/Equip-
ment Operator/Laborer. Applicants 
must possess a Massachusetts Class B 
CDL with Air Brake Endorsement and pos-
sess or be able to obtain 2B or higher & 
4G Hoisting Engineer’s licenses within 6 
months of hire.  $27.50 to $28.79 per hour 
based on qualifications.  Application and 
complete job description are available on-
line at www.huntingtonma.us or by 
emailing admin@huntingtonma.us. 
Position is open until filled.  Town of Hun-
tington is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

WANTED SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES SERVICES

AUTO

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

Call Your Local Turley Publications Sales Representative For Information And Rates On Advertising Your Tax Service Here
CALL 413-283-8393 TO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY!

TAX TIMETAX TIME
20252025

CHANTEL BLEAU
ACCOUNTING SERVICES

For Full Accounting & Tax Service
Registered Tax Return Preparer

413-967-8364
228 West St., Ware, MA 01082 Call For An 

Appointment

The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer.
For more information on tax preparers go to irs.gov.

Personal & Small Business Federal & All States

IRS Certified Tax Preparers
Independently owned  and operated. Over 25 years experience.

1622 B North Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069
www.FastTax-MA.com

Free E-File & Direct Deposit

413-348-2279

A&M TUNE-UPS
Push Lawnmowers, 
Riding Mowers and 

Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

STUMP GRINDING
FREE PICKUP OF 

UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT
Call Mike (413) 348-7967

LAWN TRACTOR & MOWER 
TUNE UP & REPAIR

Advertise your 
HOME 

IMPROVEMENT
SERVICES 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS!
Call 413-283-8393

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status (number of 
children and or pregnancy), national 
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

Post your 
job openings 

in our classifieds.

We get results!
Call 413-283-8393

Read your local 
newspaper online at

www.newspapers.turley.com

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
MONDAY AT NOONFRIDAY AT 2 PM

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
MONDAY AT NOONFRIDAY AT 2 PM
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OBITUARY
DEATH 
NOTICE

Orlando Tiago 
Rosa Fatal  

Died March 3, 2025

Turley Publications 
offers two types of 

obituaries.

One is a free, brief 
Death Notice listing 

the name of deceased, 
date of death and 

funeral date and place.

The other is a Paid 
Obituary, costing 
$275, which allows 
families to publish 

extended death notice 
information of their 
own choice and may 
include a photograph. 

Death Notices & 
Paid Obituaries 

should be
submitted through a 

funeral home to:
obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made 
only when the family

provides a death certificate 
and must be pre-paid.

Obituary 
Policy

The Ludlow Register

DIRECTORY
THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST 

OF LATTER DAY SAINTS
584 West St., Ludlow

413-583-8454
S Sunday services 

Sacrament Meeting 10- 11 A.M.
Sunday school for adults, Young single adults( 18-30) 

and teens ( 11-18 )- 1st & 3rd Sunday of
 the month  from 11-12 noon

Adult Religious/Marriage and Parenting  for Women- 
2nd & 4th Sunday of the month from 11-12 noon

Adult Religious/Marriage and Parenting for Men- 2nd 
and 4th Sunday of the month from 11-12 noon

Classes for Single Adults(18-30)- 2nd & 4th Sunday 
of the month -11- 12 noon

Classes for Young Men( 11-18)- 2nd & 4th Sunday
 of the month 11-12 noon   

Classes for Young Women ( 11-18)- 2nd & 4th Sunday 
of the month - 11-12 noon

Children’s classes: Sunday school & singing time 
every Sunday( 3-10 )  11- 12 noon

Nursery providedfor ages 18 month- 3 yr

CHRIST THE KING CHURCH
41 Warsaw Ave., Ludlow

413-583-2630
Pastor Rev. Raymond A. Soltys

Saturday Vigil Masses – 5 p.m. and 6:30 p.m.
Sunday Masses – 7:30 a.m.; 8:45 a.m. (Polish); 

10 a.m. and 11:15 a.m.
Sunday Evening Mass – 5:30 p.m.

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION CHURCH
25 Parker St, Indian Orchard,

413-543-3627 
Very Rev. Piotr Calik

Office Hours: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, 
Thursday, 9 a.m. —1 p.m.

CLOSED FRIDAY
MASS SCHEDULE
Monday 8:00am
Tuesday 8:00am

Wednesday No Mass
Thursday 6:00pm

Friday 6:00pm
Saturday 4:00pm

Sunday 8:30am (English) 10:15am ( Polish)
Confessions: Saturday - 3:15–4 p.m.

ST. ELIZABETH PARISH
191 Hubbard St., Ludlow

413-583-3467
Pastor – Rev. Msgr. Homer P. Gosselin
In Residence – Rev. Norman Bolton

Deacons: Normand Grondin, Thomas Rickson, 
Keith Davies  

Office Hours: Monday - Friday 8 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Visit our website at www.stelizabethludlow.org 
Like us on Facebook  Check out our Parish App

Wed., March 26 – Daily Mass – 7:30 a.m. (C), 
Holy Mother Choir 5:15 p.m. (C), 

Scouts 6:30 p.m. (ER/JR), Scouts 7:00 p.m. (ZR), 
Lenten Parish Mission 6:30 p.m. (C)

Thurs. March 27 - Daily Mass - 7:30 a.m. (C), 
Adoration 6:30 p.m. (C)

Fri., March 28 - Daily Mass - 7:30 a.m.(C), 
Stations of the Cross 12:30 p.m. (C), 
Stations of the Cross 7:00 p.m. (C)

Sat., March 29 - Confessions - 2:30 – 3:30  p.m. (C), 
Saturday Mass - 4 p.m. (C), Celebrate the Sacrament 

of Marriage Dinner/Dance 5:00 p.m. (FLBH)
Sun., March 30 - Sunday Mass - 7:30 a.m. (C), 

Sunday Mass - 9:15 a.m. (C),
Sunday Mass - 11 a.m. (C), Sunday Mass - 5 p.m. (C), 

Confirmation Class 8:00 a.m. (ZR), 
Faith Formation -10:15 a.m.(All Rooms/FLBH),

LifeTeen 6:00 p.m. (JR)
Mon., March 31 - Daily Mass – 7:30 a.m. (C),  

Faith Formation 6:00 p.m. (JR/ZR),
Ladies Bible Study 6:15 p.m. (ER)

Tues., April 1  - Mass - 7:30 a.m. (C), St. Rita’s Choir, 
2:30 p.m. (C), Middle School Youth Ministry 3:00 p.m. 

(ER), Eucharistic Revival 6:30 p.m. (JR)

OUR LADY OF FATIMA PARISH
438 Winsor St., Ludlow

413-583-2312
Father Pedro DeOlivera

Office hours: Monday - Thursday 9:00  a.m.
to 5:00 p..m.,  closed 1:00 p.m.-2:00 p.m.

Sunday Masses – 9 a.m. (Portuguese); 
11 a.m. (English)

Monday and Wednesday Morning 
Masses – 8:30 a.m. (Portuguese) 

Tuesday and Friday Masses – 5:30 p.m. (Portuguese)
Saturday Vigil Mass – 4 p.m. (English)

First Saturday of the Month – 8:30 a.m. 
For more information, visit 
ourladyoffatimaparish.org. 

 FIRST CHURCH IN LUDLOW
   859 Center St. Ludlow

    413-583-3339
Reverend Darcy Borden, Pastor

Office hours Monday & Wednesday 10 am to 2 pm
Available by appointment at other times

Sunday worship at 10 am alternating weekly with 
         Grace Union Church, Wilbraham

Call or check Facebook or the website for the 
schedule of worship and events

Service live-streamed at 10 am on Facebook 
https://www.facebook.com/firstchurchludlow

Website: www.ludlowfirst.com 

ORCHARD COVENANT CHURCH
95 Berkshire Street

Indian Orchard, MA 01151
413-543-4204

Revs. Karen and Nick Munn, pastors
Sunday School for all ages, 9:45 a.m.

Worship in person, 11 a.m.
Or watch our livestream. 

See our website for more information: 
orchardcovenant.org.

FAITH COMMUNITY CHAPEL
A Church of the Nazarene

485 East St., Ludlow, MA 01056 413-583-7875
Email: FCCLudlow@GMail.com

Lead Pastor: Reverend Lisa Morrison
Associate Pastor: Gary Coombs

Discipleship Groups 9:45 a.m. Worship Service 11 a.m.
OTHER PROGRAMS

MONDAYS at 6:30 p.m. H.O.P.E. Meeting Recovery 
Meetings for those with addictions, anxiety, and grief 

SMC. Call 413-519-4591
TUESDAYS at 7 p.m. ZOOM Bible Study

RIDAYS Children’s After School Club (pre K through 
teens) 5-6:30 p.m.

STS. PETER AND PAUL UKRAINIAN 
CATHOLIC CHURCH

45 Newbury St.
Ludlow, MA 01056

Phone: 413-583-2140
Pastor: Father Andriy Krip

Liturgy schedule:
Wednesday 9 a.m., Friday 9 a.m.

Rosary for Peace in Ukraine
  on Wednesday at 6 p.m.

LUDLOW MEMORIAL COMPANY INC.
Celebrating over 60 Years in Business ~ The Trusz Family

❖ Benches ❖ Statues ❖ Monuments ❖ Custom Design Work
❖ Plot Maintenance ❖ Bronze Plaques ❖ Cleaning ❖ Markers ❖ Vases 

❖ On-Site Lettering ❖ Restorations ❖ Cemetery Signage ❖ Granite Signs
201 East St., Ludlow, MA 01056 ❖ www.ludlowmemorialcompany.com

413-589-7564 Office ❖ 413-589-7588 Fax ❖ 413-531-5360

MEMORIALS

haluchsmemorials.com

Cemetery Memorials ✦ Markers
Granite Benches

Religious Statuary ✦ Outdoor Display

RAY HALUCH INC.
1014 Center St  ❙  Ludlow, MA  ❙  583-6508

FIVE ISLANDS
Georgetown, Maine
2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom

Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

• Walk to Five Islands Wharf and 
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
• Close to Reid State Park

$1200/week
207-607-9333

www.turley.com

The Register seeks Experienced Writers/
Journalists to produce news and/or feature
stories of local interest for various towns and cities.

• Must be dependable, professional and able to 
     meet strict deadlines
• Salary based on a flat rate by story and photo

Send writing samples with resume to

Deanna Sloat
24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069

or email directly to
dsloat@turley.com

newspaper
correspondent

OPPORTUNITY

Orlando passed away on 
March 3, 2025 at 89 years 
old. He was the son of Tia-
go Maria Fatal and 
Maria da Concei-
cao Rosa. Born in 
Sobral da Lagoa, 
Portugal; he immi-
grated to Ludlow, 
MA, with his wife 
and son in 1966. 
He worked as a 
general laborer at 
manufacturing facil-
ities, including Moore Drop 
Forge (hand tools), Uniroyal 
(tires), and Carando (meats). 
In addition to his family and 
friends, his passions were 
vegetable gardening, main-
tenance and improvements 
to the home and yard (both 
in USA and Portugal), RTP 
Internacional, dominos, Ou 
Preco Certo (Portuguese ver-
sion of the Price is Right), 
Benfica, traveling, and Old 
Orchard Beach. He was a 
member of Our Lady of 
Fatima and The Gremio Lu-
sitano. He leaves behind his 
wife Ivone Zina Bras, son 
Gilberto Zina Rosa Fatal, 
grandson Nathan Inacio Fa-
tal, granddaughter Janine In-
acio Fatal (Mark Christopher 
Pelton II), and great-grand-
daughters Molly Rosa Pelton 
and Lillian (Lilly) Helene 
Pelton. He was pre-deceased 
by his siblings Angelo Ma-
ria Gomes Fatal, Maria de 
Lurdes Rosa Fatal, and Jose 
Rosa Fatal (Palmira Martins).  

Obituário de Orlando 
Tiago Rosa Fatal 

Orlando faleceu 
no dia 3 de março 
de 2025, aos 89 
anos de idade. Era 
filho de Tiago Ma-
ria Fatal e Maria da 
Conceição Rosa. 
Natural de Sobral 
da Lagoa, Portugal; 
ele imigrou para 
Ludlow, MA, com 

sua esposa e filho em 1966. 
Ele trabalhou como operário 
geral em instalações de fab-
ricação, incluindo Moore 
Drop Forge (ferramentas 
manuais), Uniroyal (pneus) e 
Carando (carnes). Para além 
da família e amigos, as suas 
paixões eram fazer jardím 
de vegetais , a manutenção e 
beneficiação da casa e quin-
tal (tanto nos EUA como em 
Portugal), a RTP Internacio-
nal, o dominó, o Ou Preço 
Certo, o Benfica, as viagens, 
e a Praia de Old Orchard 
Beach. Foi membro de Nossa 
Senhora de Fátima e do Grê-
mio Lusitano. Deixa a esposa 
Ivone Zina Bras, o filho Gil-
berto Zina Rosa Fatal, o neto 
Nathan Inácio Fatal, a neta 
Janine Inácio Fatal (Mark 
Christopher Pelton II) e as 
bisnetas Molly Rosa Pelton e 
Lillian (Lilly) Helene Pelton. 
Ele foi pré-falecido pelos 
irmãos Angelo Maria Gomes 
Fatal, Maria de Lurdes Rosa 
Fatal, e José Rosa Fatal (Pal-
mira Martins).  

Orlando Tiago Rosa Fatal  
January 12, 1936 - March 3, 2025AAA warns drivers 

of heightened risk of 
potholes as winter 
gives way to spring

REGION—It’s the time 
of year known for dramat-
ic temperature swings and 
bouts of heavy rainfall. The 
transition from late winter 
to early spring is also the 
time when drivers face the 
dreaded annual emergence 
of fresh potholes.

AAA is reminding Mas-
sachusetts drivers they 
should expect potholes to 
appear over the coming days 
and weeks as roads crumble 
under changing temperature 
conditions. Driving into a 
pothole is not only jolting, 
but it can also be costly: a 
2023 AAA survey found 
that the number of drivers 
who sustained vehicle dam-
age from a pothole requiring 
a repair soared 57% from 
the previous year. In 2022, 
an estimated 44 million U.S. 
drivers were hit with pothole 
repair bills, up from 28 mil-
lion in 2021. The average 
price tag was $406 per re-
pair.

It’s not just wheels and 
tires that suffer when roads 
are pockmarked by pot-
holes. Driving into a large 
pothole can damage vehi-
cle suspension and steering 
components as well. In a 
worst-case-scenario, hitting 
a pothole - or taking evasive 
action to avoid one - can 
lead to a crash.

“Driving into a pothole 
can be jarring and upsetting, 
especially when it leads to 
a blown tire, bent rim or 
worse,” said Mark Schiel-
drop, senior spokesperson 
for AAA Northeast. “While 
potholes might seem un-
avoidable this time of year, 
you can decrease the odds 
of hitting one by driving and 
reacting appropriately.”

 
Here’s how to avoid pot-

hole damage:
 
Adjust your driving tech-

nique by slowing down and 
increasing the space be-
tween your vehicle and the 
vehicle in front of you. This 
gives you more time to spot 
a pothole and avoid It.

Avoid driving into pud-
dles, which might hide a 
deep pothole underneath the 
surface of the water.

Be extra alert on days 
following heavy rain or 
when temperatures swing 
below and above freezing 
in a short period of time. 
Rainwater can rush into 
cracks and grooves and lift 
away broken segments of 
pavement. Lingering water 
expands when frozen, cre-
ating new cracks and fis-
sures. This vicious cycle can 
rapidly deteriorate a road 
already subjected to the in-
cessant pounding of vehicle 
traffic.

Make sure your tires are 
properly inflated. Follow the 
manufacturer’s recommend-
ed inflation pressure, usu-
ally indicated on a sticker 

inside the driver’s side door 
jamb. Low-profile tires are 
increasingly popular, but 
they’re more vulnerable to 
blowouts and damage.  

If you can’t avoid hitting 
a pothole, try the following:

Lift your foot off the gas 
and try to keep the wheel as 
straight as possible to pre-
vent suspension damage. 
Slow down as much as pos-
sible but avoid braking hard 
as you go over the pothole 
as it will compress your sus-
pension and put extra force 
on the tire.

Pay attention to any new 
or unusual noises or vibra-
tions after driving through 
the pothole. If something 
feels off, it could be a sign 
of damage. Take your ve-
hicle to a trusted repair 
facility  for a thorough in-
spection.

Report the pothole to au-
thorities and file a damage 
claim if applicable. In some 
jurisdictions, drivers may be 
entitled to reimbursement 
for pothole damage repairs, 
but there may be exceptions. 
In Massachusetts, potholes 
can be reported to Mass-
DOT  or city/town Depart-
ments of Public Works.

 
AAA Northeast is a not-

for-profit auto club with of-
fices in Rhode Island, Mas-
sachusetts, Connecticut, 
New Jersey, New Hampshire 
and New York, providing 
more than 6.5 million local 
AAA members with travel, 
insurance, financial and au-
to-related services.

Bumpy Roads Ahead: 
Pothole season enters its peak
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Visit our website to enroll in our 
NEW CUSTOMER LOYALTY REWARDS PROGRAM!

WATCH ALL OF THE 
GAMES IN OUR LOUNGE!

Enjoy appetizers & your favorite drink!

9 Allen St., • Hampden Mini Mall • Hampden, MA (413) 566-8015
                                       | www.giospizzeria.comOpen Wed.-Sun.
Closed Mon. & Tues.

• GOURMET PIZZAS • WINGS
• GIANT CALZONES • DINNERS

• GRINDERS & WRAPS • SALADS

WE ARE MORE 
THAN JUST PIZZA 

– Try Our  –
LENTEN SPECIALS

APPETIZERS & 
DINNERS

Seafood, Calamari, 
Clam Strips 

& More!

MARCH 
MADNESS!
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PIZZERIA & LOUNGE
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EST. 2011

PIZZERIA & LOUNGE

1 Allen Street, Hampden, MA
413-566-8324

di Hampden House

Spring 
is Here!

BOOK YOUR 
NEXT SPECIAL 

FUNCTION WITH US!
Showers, Christenings, 

First Communions, 
Rehearsal Dinners,

Weddings, etc.

lacucinahampden.com
Mon.-Thurs. 3-9pm, Fri. & Sat. 11:30am-10pm & Sun. 11:30am-9pm 

LOUNGE OPEN & PIZZA 7 DAYS • BAR OPEN LATE!

FAMILY STYLE MEALS
Serves up to 6 people  • Visit Our Website For Menus

JOIN US FOR LUNCH!
Friday, Saturday, Sunday

LIVE MUSIC!!! 
Every Friday & Saturday • Visit Facebook For Lineup

See our website for our Banquet & Catering Menu

Now 
Taking 

Reservations
For 

Easter 
Sunday 
Brunch

April 20th

LET’S GO OUT!LET’S GO OUT!
Your Local Favorite Restaurants

WINE DOWN 
WEDNESDAYS $19

2341 Boston Rd., (Rt. 20), Wilbraham, MA

       413.279.2020
        route20barandgrille.com

SERVING: TUES. & WED. 4-9PM
THURS.-SAT. 11:30AM-9:30PM • SUN. 10:30AM-8PM

WITH EXTENDED BAR HOURS EVERY NIGHT
RESERVATIONS ACCEPTED FOR PARTIES OF 6 OR MORE

$18 PRIME RIB 
NIGHT EVERY TUESDAY
Dine In Only • While Supplies Last

Serving: Thurs. - Sat. 11:30
and Sun. 10:30

LUNCH

Bar & Grille
EST. 2016

$20 STEAK N’ BREW
EVERY SUNDAY NIGHT!

LIVE MUSIC!
EVERY THURS., FRI. & SAT.

Thursday 3/27
Dave O’Connell

Friday 3/28
Eagle Eyes

Saturday 3/9  
Deanna Rae

HAPPY HOUR
THURSDAYS 4-7:30PM!

Specially Priced Apps & Live Music

SUNDAY BRUNCH
Sundays 10:30-2:30
(Plus Our Regular Menu Until 8pm)
Featuring Our Build Your Own 
Bloody Mary & Mimosa Bar!

SPRING IS HERE!
Try Our New Spring 
Cocktails & Martinis

Watch 
For Our 

Deck 
Opening 

Soon!

LIVE 
MUSIC 

OUTDOOR PATIO SPACE WITH COVERING.                 PATIO IS DOG FRIENDLY

LIVE 
MUSIC 
LIVE 
MUSIC 

BOOK YOUR NEXT EVENT! INDOOR AND PATIO RENTALS WITH CATERING SERVICES AVAILABLE.

HOME OF THE 
KILLER BEE 

DOUBLE HONEY ALE

JOIN THE 2025 
MUG CLUB

FIRST 100 MEMBERS
*PERKS AND BENEFITS

6 BURT LANE, WILBRAHAM, MA. TAPROOM (413)-279-1317
EMAIL INFO@SCANTICRIVERBREWERY.COM WWW.SCANTICRIVERBREWERY.COM 

OPEN TUES-WED 3-9PM, THURS 3-10PM, FRI 12-10PM, SAT 12-10PM, SUN 12-8PM

new beer
available 

on tapFRIDAY AND SATURDAY 
SEE UPCOMING PERFORMERS 
AND EVENTS ON OUR
NEWSLETTER/INSTAGRAM/FACEBOOK

NEW AND UNIQUE BATCHES 
BEING RUN EVERY MONTH

Support the
Ludlow Memorial 
Day parade

LUDLOW—Are you 
Spring cleaning? Do you 
have hand crafted items to 
sell? Do you want to make 
a few extra dollars?  Please 
bring your items to the Lud-
low Memorial Day Parade 
Committee Tag Sale and 
Craft Fair to help support 
the Memorial Day Parade. 

You can purchase parking 
lot spaces to sell your items. 
A small  9’ x 18’ parking 
space is $20 Have lots of 
items to sell? A double-park-
ing lot space is two (2) 9’ x 
18’ spots for $35. Make your 
check payable to the Ludlow 
Memorial Day Parade Com-
mittee and mail it with your 
registration form to: Mary 
Beth Silva at 455 Winsor 
Street, Ludlow, MA 01056. 
Reserve your spot now! 
Please email the committee 
at vetsparade01056@gmail.

com to obtain the official Tag 
Sale / Craft Fair registration 
form.

Set-up time is 7:30 a.m. 
and clean-up must be done 
by 4 p.m. The Tag Sale and 
Craft Fair will run from 9 
a.m. to 3 p.m. What you do 
not sell, must go back with 
you, the Ludlow Memorial 
Day Parade Committee will 
not be responsible for your 
left-over items.  The space 
must be totally clean when 
the vendor leaves.    

Pop-up tents are allowed 

and can be no larger than 10’ 
x 12’. Tents cannot be staked 
in the parking space; you are 
responsible to bring weights 
to secure your pop-up tent. 
2’ x 6’ foot tables are al-
lowed for your merchandise. 
Electricity is not available. 
No generators and / or plug-
in power sources are not al-
lowed. 

All tag sale and craft ven-
dors must act in a profession-
al manner. At the discretion 
of the Ludlow Memorial Day 
Parade Committee, any tag 

sale and craft vendor who 
does not conduct themselves 
in a professional manner ac-
cording to the said policies 
stated herein, may be re-
moved from the event. The 
Ludlow Memorial Day Pa-
rade Committee and / or their 
coordinators reserve the right 
to remove any objectionable 
merchandise. 

The Ludlow Boys and 
Girls Scout Troop 1774 will 
be there selling hotdogs, 
hamburgers, cheeseburg-
ers and drinks, please come 

hungry and support them.  
We also will have Taylor the 
Baker and Cookies by Ray 
with their delicious baked 
goods.  

The registration dead-
line is Friday, May 9, 2025. 
Therefore, start cleaning 
those closets out and / or 
making your creative crafts 
and join us on Saturday, May 
17, 2025. If you have any 
questions, please call Mary 
Beth at (413) 583-6046 and / 
or Alesia at (413) 478-8611. 

Tag sale and craft fair fundraiser looking for participants


