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By Marcelo Gusmão
Editor

mgusmao@turley.com

LUDLOW – This Satur-
day was the official send-off 
for last year’s 250th Anniver-
sary celebrations, titled Last 
Night.

On Feb. 22, the 251st 
anniversary of the town’s 
incorporation, residents 
gathered at the High School 
to celebrate the end of the 
250th anniversary events. 
The event concluded a year 
of parades, fundraisers, fes-
tivals, decorating contests, 
breakfasts, tournaments, and 
more to celebrate the town’s 
history and ever-growing 
legacy.

The immersive celebra-
tion included food trucks, 
character visits from Anna, 
Elsa, and Spider-Man, free 
crafts for kids, and booths 
and tables for more than 70 
artisans, crafters, and local 
authors. Various town de-
partments, including Police, 
Fire, and Health, and the 
Hubbard Memorial Library, 

Semi-Quincentennial Anniversary 
  concludes with‘Last Night’

To offer business 
advice and support

By Marcelo Gusmão
Editor

mgusmao@turley.com

INDIAN ORCHARD 
– Last week, the Citizens 
Council coordinated a net-
working meeting for local 
worker co-ops with Well-
spring Cooperative.

On Tuesday, Feb. 18, 
the Citizens Council hosted 
a networking meeting with 
Wellspring Cooperatives. 
Fred Rose, the co-director of 
Wellspring Cooperatives, de-
scribed the organization as a 
network of worker coopera-
tive businesses.

“This gathering was a 
meeting of the network of 
co-ops,” Rose said. “It was 
an opportunity for people to 
share experiences, learn from 
each other, and identify areas 
where we can collaborate.”

Wellspring has been 
around for about 12 years, 
founded around a mission to 
create businesses and partner 
with anchor institutions, such 
as colleges and hospitals.

“They buy a lot of goods 
and services that don’t come 
from the local economy,” 
Rose said. “So we’re looking 
to them as a market where 
we could produce things that 
they would buy.”

Wellspring works with 
a number of co-ops in the 
area, including partnering 
with Citizens Council  Jack-
ie Farrow, who runs a recre-
ational organization, Jump-
ing Jack Hoops. One co-op, 
Greenhouse, supplies local-
ly-grown food year-round to 
such institutions as the Bay-
state Medical Center, Mount 
Holyoke College, Randall’s 
Farm, and Big Y.

Rose said that the work-
shop was a learning opportu-
nity for people to discuss the 
common issues around run-
ning a worker co-op. He said 
that Wellspring decided to 
work with the Citizens Coun-
cil both because of its con-
nection with Farrow, and be-
cause of the network’s many 
connections to the neighbor-
hood.

“We have the Go Fresh 
Mobile Market, which deliv-
ers fresh produce to SNAP 
recipients,” Rose said. “The 
state has the Health Incentive 
Program, it’s an added bene-
fit that the state supports for 
SNAP recipients to purchase 
fresh produce. We go to 13 

By Marcelo Gusmão
Editor

mgusmao@turley.com

LUDLOW – The Board 
of Health met recently to 
vote on changes to the to-
bacco regulations and to 
vote on condemning a prop-
erty deemed uninhabitable 
by the Health Inspector.

Tobacco regulations
The board voted to up-

date the tobacco regulations, 
including adding state defi-
nitions, reducing the number 
of tobacco sale permits, and 
discussed the regulation of 
oral nicotine patches.

Following the previ-
ous public hearings, Health 
Director Paulina Matusik 
reached out to the business-
es in town that sell tobacco 
products, and heard back 
from only one establish-
ment, which she met with on 
Jan. 30.

“I went through the reg-
ulations, and then I went 
through if these draft regu-
lations were all to be voted 
in, how it would affect the 
shop,” Matusik said. “The 
only thing that would af-

fect that business would be 
the nine milligram (nicotine 
patches), which he did in-
form me that those aren’t 
sold a lot.”

Board Secretary Adri-
enne DeSantis said that, 
based on the information 
presented to the board, there 
was not significant pushback 
against regulating the sale 
of nine milligram nicotine 
patches.

“I believe if the state 
wanted to do this, they 
should do it across the whole 
state,” Tavares said Board 
Member Antonio Tavares. 
“They can’t buy one in Lud-
low, but if they drive right 
over the bridge, they can 
spend the money in Spring-
field.”

After amending the reg-
ulation to allow the sale of 
nicotine patches up to nine 
milligrams, the board voted 
unanimously to accept the 
tobacco regulations.

Condemnation
The Board of Health held 

a public hearing on Thurs-
day, Feb. 13, to hear evi-
dence for the condemnation 
of a property on West Street. 

Board of Health Chair Kelly 
Lamas opened the meeting 
by outlining the procedure 
for a condemnation hearing.

“We will hear evidence 
from the Health Inspector, 
the alleged violator, and 
members of the audience,” 
Lamas said. “The Board of 
Health members will then 
make the determination to 
deliberate at this meeting, or 
if they would like to deliber-
ate at their next meeting.”

Health Inspector Emily 
Quinn provided photos to 
the board, along with copies 
of reports detailing the con-
ditions of the property.

“Our office received a 
complaint from the occupant 
of 350 West St., #6, with 
concerns of the condition of 
the home, including a leak 
and mold,” Quinn said.

Quinn and Health Direc-
tor Paulina Matusik conduct-
ed an inspection of the prop-
erty in January, and found 
“numerous violations” for 
the “minimum standards of 
fitness for human habitation” 
as established by state’s 
code of regulations.

Wellspring 
Coop holds 
workshop 

BOH votes to maintain 
tobacco regulation updates

By Marcelo Gusmão
Editor

mgusmao@turley.com

LUDLOW – The Boys 
and Girls’ Club is excit-
ed to announce upcoming 
events for its 75th anni-
versary, starting 
with the offi-
cial kick-off 
on Saturday, 
March 1.

The Boys 
and Girls’ Club has 
been operating in town 
since March 1, 1950. Di-
rector of Development 
Cristina Jardine has been 
with the club for eight of 
those years, and said that 
the staff are “really excit-
ed” about the upcoming 
celebration.

“Our plan is for the 
75th anniversary to create 
opportunities for families 
to come to the club and 
gather, and create more 
opportunities to build 
community,” Jardine said. 
“March 1 happens to be 
on a Saturday this year, 

which is perfect.”
The club is holding a 

free event for members of 
the community to be able 
to visit and learn about 
the club. Jardine listed at-
tractions for the event, in-
cluding food trucks, open 

swim, crafts and 
activities, fit-
ness challeng-
es, a, perfor-

mance by after 
school students, 

a presentation of animals 
by Lupa Zoo, storytimes 
with the Hubbard Memo-
rial Library, fitness class 
demonstrations, and many 
other activities as an over-
view of all the different 
things that happen at the 
club on an ongoing basis.

“We want to create a 
fun day for families; for 
youth, but also for adults,” 
Jardine said. “A lot of 
people think of the club 
primarily as an organiza-
tion for kids, but we offer 

Boys & Girls Club 
to celebrate 75th 
anniversary

LEFT: The fire department 
responded to a fire on the 
upper floor of an East Street 
apartment last Saturday.

Photo by Marcelo Gusmão 

RIGHT: A fire broke out on the 
upper floor of an apartment 

building on East Street on 
Saturday, Feb. 22.

East Street 
apartment 

fire

Submitted Photo

Please see BOH, Page 3
Please see 

ANNIVERSARY, Page 10
Please see WORKSHOP, 

Page 2

Please see LAST NIGHT, 
Page 6

Photo by Marcelo Gusmão

The 250th Committee and Board of Selectmen were presented with a commemoratory plaque to mark the end of the 
celebratory year.
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In loving memory of 

ANA MONTEIRO 
03/01/1982 - 07/15/2008

We will love you forever.

Mom, Dad, 
Steven, Ana and Deborah

You are inside 
our hearts forever.

Happy birthday 
to our dear Ana.

Your life was 
a blessing,

Your memory is 
a treasure,

You are loved 
beyond words,

and missed 
beyond measure.

  

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

SALE DATES: SALE DATES: 
2/27/25-3/5/252/27/25-3/5/25

USDA INSP. FROZEN

WHOLE CHICKEN ..........................

USDA INSP. FROZEN AT SEA

MAHI MAHI FILETS ......................

$239
lb

lb88¢

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

USDA INSP. BEST YET

COOKED SHRIMP
31/40 COUNT 1 LB BAG ................... $667

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION PRICES IN  RED

ARE AT OR BELOW
 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$499
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN WINGS 10 LB BAG ...........

$529
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS

BEEF TOP ROUND
ROAST or STEAK ..........................

7 LB 7 LB 
BAGBAG$399

lb

80% LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

ea

$199
lb

$599
lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN

WHOLE RABBITS .............

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN
PORK LOIN RIB END or 
LOIN END ROAST ...............

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH
PORK SIRLOIN
CUTLETS ...............................

$199
lb

$219

lb
$399

USDA INSP. SLICED IN OUR DELI
SWISS CHEESE ....................

$497
lb

lb

USDA INSP. KAYEM SKINLESS
HOT DOGS 2 LB BOX ..................$888

USDA INSP. FROZEN

PIG FEET ..........................

$888
lb

BEEF 
SHORT RIBS

SOUP’S ON!

USDA INSP. SLICED IN OUR DELI 
TURKEY BREAST ..................

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

BEEF RIB EYE STEAKS
$777

lb

Santos Barber Shop

Joe Santos
Registered Master
Barber Since 1976

Hours: Tuesday - Friday 9-6
Appointments preferred - Give us a call today!

APPOINTMENTS USUALLY AVAILABLE THE SAME DAY – CALL US!

Corner of East and (244) 
Hubbard St., Ludlow

A Traditional Barber Shop

     413.583.4042Voice 
or text

Madhukar R Medipally, DMD
534 Center Street

Ludlow, MA 01056
(413) 583-2070 T  (413) 583-6027 F

FAMILY DENTAL
PRACTICE
Accepting New Patients

Including Commonwealth Care Alliance
Mass Health (Under 21)

 And Nearly All Dental Insurance Plans.
info@drmedipally.com

(413) 610-1122 • Fax: (413) 610-1126
77 Winsor St., Suite 202, Ludlow

pmarta@martalawoffices.com

Real Estate Transactions
• Refinances
• Equities
• Purchase
• Sales
• Short Sales

of theof the

Reecey

Reecey is a seven-month-old Toy Poodle from Ludlow 
who loves playing in the snow.

By Emilia Alves
Correspondent

LUDLOW—The Plan-
ning Board met on Feb. 13 
to discuss and decide on 
four public hearings, two 
of which regarded two new 
businesses in town.

The first hearing request-
ed a special permit to oper-
ate a graphic design and arts 
and crafts business from a 
home office. Similarly, the 
second hearing also request-
ed a special permit, this time 
to conduct online doula con-
sultations from a home of-
fice. Both of these permits 
were approved on by the 
board during its meeting.

Marie Tefts, a local 
graphic designer and artist, 
runs a graphic design and art 
business in which she sells 
various crafty trinkets such 

as signs, banners, decora-
tive lanterns, wooden knick 
knacks, and much more, of-
fering custom works as well. 
Additionally, she also offers 
graphic design work to her 
customers.

Tefts applied for a spe-
cial occupation permit for 
her business which will be 
run out of a home office. 
A concern brought up by 
chairperson Raymond Phoe-
nix was how many custom-
ers would be coming and 
going from the house office. 
As a small business, she in-
frequently has customers at 
her house.

“Maybe one or two a 
month, to pick up projects,” 
Tefts said. “Most of the 
projects, I deliver.”

The home office will 
simply operate as a normal 
office would, as to not dis-

turb or change the residen-
tial neighborhood around it. 

After further discussion 
among the board and Tefts 
they came to a unanimous 
decision in favor of Tefts re-
quest, granting her the per-
mit for her arts and crafts 
business, Marie Ann De-
signs, which will be run out 
of her home office. 

Next was a very similar 
hearing, this time for a spe-
cial permit for online Doula 
consultations out of a home 
office. 

Faith Rains, a local birth 
and post-partum doula, is 
looking to run her business 
in her home office where she 
will conduct consultations, 
do paper work, take phone 
calls, take part in trainings, 
store business goods, and 
other at-home business prac-
tices. For those unfamiliar 

with the work of a doula, 
they offer support and guid-
ance to expecting mothers 
during and after labor, Rains 
specializing in pre and post-
partum care. 

Rains will not have any 
customers coming to her 
home officesaying, “I go to 
clients’ houses.”

With this minor concern 
being addressed, the board 
made its decision. Once 
again, in a five-to-zero vote, 
the permit was approved by 
the board, allowing Rains to 
run her doula business at her 
home office. 

These two permits were 
decided on by the Planning 
Board at their last meet-
ing highlight two new local 
businesses, allowing them to 
further thrive with the home 
office space they have per-
mits to operate in. 

Planning Board grants permits to businesses 
LUDLOW—Applications 

are now open for the 2025 
Massachusetts Municipal 
Wholesale Electric Company 
(MMWEC) scholarship. 

MMWEC is offering two 
$1,000 scholarships to qual-
ifying seniors from Ludlow 
High School who are plan-
ning to attend either a two- or 
four-year college. Eligible 
students must plan to pursue 
a degree in engineering, envi-
ronmental sciences, finance, 
accounting, or a related disci-
pline.

Scholarship recipients 
will be awarded based on 
several factors including ac-
ademic achievement, area of 
study, and need. All seniors 
planning to pursue one of the 
specified academic areas are 
encouraged to apply, regard-
less of their class ranking. 

To be considered, students 
must submit all required doc-
uments including a letter of 
recommendation from their 

school counselor and a letter 
detailing their educational 
and professional goals. Appli-
cation and submission details 
will be shared with students 
via their school counselors. 
The deadline to apply is Fri-
day, May 9.

As part of its commitment 
to the community, MMWEC 
has awarded $66,000 in 
scholarships to help local 
students defray the cost of 
higher education since the 
inception of the scholarship 
program in 1998. 

MMWEC is the joint ac-
tion agency for public power 
in Massachusetts, providing 
a variety of power supply, fi-
nancial, risk management and 
other services to the state’s 
consumer-owned, municipal 
utilities. MMWEC is the op-
erator and principal owner of 
the Stony Brook Energy Cen-
ter on Moody Street and has 
been a corporate resident of 
Ludlow for nearly 50 years.

MMWEC offers scholarships 
to Ludlow High School seniors

sites around Springfield, to 
low income housing, some 
health centers, and a couple 
libraries, where people can 
use this benefit to get pro-
duce.”

The workshop consisted 
of a lot of discussion about 
shared ideas, with many of 
the businesses working with 
food, such as growing it and 
distributing it.

“Our mission is to create 
these businesses and other 
kinds of community-serv-
ing things like the Mobile 
Market Organization,” Rose 
said.

Another service offered 
by Wellspring for people in-
terested in starting or work-
ing with co-ops is the annu-
al Co-Op Academy, which 
is a four-week intro to co-
ops and a ten-week business 
planning program. 

“If somebody was in-
terested in forming a co-
op, they could go to that. It 
helps people walk through 
their ideas,” Rose said. 
“We’re doing it online these 
days, local people and some 
non-local people partici-
pate.”

Rose said that co-ops 
tend to work well if they 
start out with a group of 
people interested in working 
together, and that starting a 
co-op from the ground up 

can be very expen-
sive, and putting 
capital together 
can be a challenge.

“We’re in-
volved in a support 
capacity to help 
these new busi-
nesses sort out all 
the things any new 
business needs to 
sort out,” Rose 
said, “and then to 
play a facilitating 
role with issues 
like putting up 
money to build a 
greenhouse, or doing some 
of those bigger things that 
would be hard for people to 
do on their own. It’s a mix 
of business support and de-

velopment support.”
If you’d like to get in 

contact with Wellspring 
about its worker co-op sup-
port programs, you can send 

an email to Wellspring-
CoOps@GMail.com, or call 
Fred Rose directly at 413-
522-2204.

WORKSHOP from Page 1

Submitted photos

The Citizens Council hosted Fred Rose of Wellspring Cooperative to 
help coordinate with worker co-ops in the region.

The networking meeting included representatives from Wellspring Harvest Greenhouse in 
Indian Orchard, Jumping Jack Hoops, Evergia Weatherization, Natural Living Landscapes, 
Gran Cocina Community Kitchen, and Go Fresh Mobile Market.
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631 CENTER ST., Route 21, Mass Tpke Exit 54 
LUDLOW • 589-7071 • www.randallsfarm.net

WINTER HOURS
OPEN MONDAY - FRIDAY 7AM – 8PM

OPEN SATURDAY & SUNDAY 7AM -7PM
 Find us on  Facebook  and YouTube

ALWAYS FRESH AT 

     THE BEST FRESH 
  FOR GOOD HEALTH!

Specials February 26 – March 4Specials February 26 – March 4

The Greenhouse Café 
Seating Area Is Open!

Enjoy Randall’s Gourmet 
Sandwiches & Paninis

“HOMEMADE” 
HOT SOUPS & SALADS

Think Spring!Think Spring!
ColorfulColorful
PrimrosePrimrose
4 inch pots 4 inch pots 
4 for $124 for $12

Sunny Mini Sunny Mini 
DaffodilsDaffodils

4 Inch Pots 4 Inch Pots 
$4.99 ea$4.99 ea

Strawberries One Pound Package  . $2.99!
Green Beans ............................... $1.49 lb
Back Yard Beauty Maine 
Hot House Tomatoes .................. $1.99 lb
Back Yard Beauty Maine 
Cluster Tomatoes ....................... $1.99 lb
Sweet Grape Tomatoes .............. 99¢ pint
Seedless Hot House Cucumbers ..99¢ ea
Romaine Hearts Pack of Three ....... $2.99

2025 Garden Seeds!
 Plan Your Flower & 
 Vegetable Garden

Herbs, Annuals, Perennials & Vegetable Seeds
HEIRLOOM & ORGANIC VARIETIES

Fresh Cut Pussy WillowsFresh Cut Pussy Willows

From Randall’s Kitchen
ENTREES TO GO!

Lenten Specials
Every Wednesday & Friday

Beginning Ash Wednesday March 5th

Fat Tuesday 
March 4th

CHEF MIKE’S 
FAMOUS GUMBO

Mardi Gras Dinner Menu

FIVE ISLANDS
Georgetown, Maine
2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom

Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

• Walk to Five Islands Wharf and 
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
• Close to Reid State Park

$1200/week
207-607-9333

DR. CHRIS LAVOIE
Lavoie Family Chiropractic

Cell: 413-222-6841
Insurance Not Accepted

Exam & Six Treatments $285

Acacio serrazina
Bricklayer/Mason

Masonry by Acacio
Chimneys, Walls and

Other Masonry Specialties

Cell: (413) 433-3238
Home: (413) 543-6773

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each adver-
tiser is requested to 
check their advertise-
ment the first time it 
appears. This paper 
will not be responsi-
ble for more than one 
corrected insertion, nor 
will be liable for any er-
ror in an advertisement 
to a greater extent than 
the cost of the space 
occupied by the item 
in the advertisement.

Quinn said that an or-
der to correct was sent to the 
owner, describing 31 viola-
tions with several conditions 
deemed to endanger or mate-
rially impair health or safety. 
Some violations described 
included a missing portion 
of the roof, an unusable 
bathroom sink that was dis-
connected from the drainage 
system, exposed wiring and 
improperly installed outlets, 
and a lack of smoke and car-
bon monoxide detectors.

A second order to cor-
rect was sent to the occu-
pant, which described four 
violations. These included 
the aforementioned absence 
of smoke and CO detectors, 
and the second exit being ob-
structed and unusable.

“After that, I reached out 
to the Fire Department and 
the Building Department to 
schedule a joint inspection, 

given the conditions we wit-
nessed,” Quinn said.

This inspection was con-
ducted in January, and Quinn 
described both departments 
expressing “serious con-
cerns” over the conditions.

“The Fire Department 
added a battery-operated 
smoke/CO detector onsite, 
and the second egress was 
unblocked by the occupants 
at the time of that inspec-
tion,” Quinn said.

The following day, the 
Building Department an-
nounced it had posted a stop 
work order on the address, 
and issued a notice that the 
structure is unsafe for human 
occupancy or use. Shortly af-
ter, Mill Town Social Worker 
Ashley Jediny contacted the 
occupant to provide resourc-
es for seeking alternative 
housing options.

“I do not believe the prop-
erty can be brought into com-
pliance up to code standards 

while it is occupied,” Quinn 
concluded. “It’s my recom-
mendation that the board de-
clare the property unfit for 
habitation and the property 
be secured and condemned.”

The owner of the property 
said that the occupant was a 
friend with a background in 
construction who had offered 
to fix some of the damage, 
“but nothing got done.” The 
owner said he was informed 
about the water damage, 
leaks, and mold two weeks 
before the Health Inspector 
was informed.

The owner said that he 
hopes to fix the property so 
that he can sell it, but that 
he can’t make the necessary 
repairs while it’s occupied. 
Concluding that the inves-
tigation was detailed and 
thorough, and that the owner 
agreed that the property was 
uninhabitable, the board vot-
ed unanimously to condemn 
the property.

BOH from Page 1

LUDLOW – ASSE Inter-
national Student Exchange 
Programs, a Non-Profit, Pub-
lic Benefit Organization, is 
inviting local families to dis-
cover the many rewards of 
hosting a foreign exchange 
student. ASSE students come 
from more than 50 countries 
worldwide: France, Den-
mark, Spain, Italy, Ukraine, 
Japan, Australia, to name a 
few. They are between the 
ages of 15 and 18 years, and 
they are enthusiastic and ex-
cited to experience American 
culture, family life, school, 
sports. etc. They also love to 
share their own culture and 
language with their host fam-
ilies, who welcome the stu-
dents into their home, not as 
a guest, but as a family mem-
ber, giving everyone involved 
a rich cultural experience. 
Host families may be single 
parents, couples and single 
persons.

The exchange students 
have pocket money for per-
sonal expenses and full 
health, accident and liability 
insurance. ASSE students are 

carefully selected based upon 
academics and personali-
ty, and host families choose 
their student from a wide va-
riety of backgrounds, coun-
tries and personal interests.

ASSE also offers quali-
fied American students the 
opportunity to learn anoth-
er language and culture by 
spending a school year, se-
mester or a summer with a 
host family in another coun-
try.

Those interested in host-
ing an exchange student 
or becoming an exchange 
student abroad, should call 
Lori at 1-800-677-2773, vis-
it www.asse.com or send an 
email to asseusaeast@asse.
com to request more infor-
mation or start the applica-
tion process. Students are 
eager to learn about their 
American host family, so be-
gin the process of welcoming 
your new son or daughter to-
day. The memories and the 
friendship you create with 
your exchange student will 
stay with you forever.

Host families needed

LUDLOW

LUDLOW— Each year 
in March, the global commu-
nity recognizes women for 
their achievements regardless 
of national, ethnic, linguistic, 
economic or political divi-
sions. The Zonta Internation-
al community also celebrates 
Zonta Rose Day, a time to 
reflect and give tribute to the 
women who have empowered 
us.

In this spirit, the Zon-
ta Club of Quaboag Valley 
proudly announces its Women 
Making a Difference Award 
dinner on March 10, at the 
Ludlow Country Club. As the 
theme of this year’s Interna-
tional Women’s celebration is 
accelerate action, the club has 
chosen a keynote speaker who 
heads an organization fueling 
progress toward gender equity 

by funding the most promis-
ing solutions, collaborating 
with results-oriented partners, 
and by elevating the collective 
power of local women to take 
charge, and to lead with pur-
pose; and four women leaders 
in the community deserving 
of recognition for exempli-
fying the ideals of Zonta and 
inspiring inclusion in their 
day-to-day work and volun-
teer efforts.

The public is invit-
ed to join us in celebrat-
ing women on March 10.  
RSVP by March 4, 2025 at 
info@ZontaQV.org. 5:30 
p.m. reception, 6 p.m. din-
ner followed by the program. 
Pay at the door for the buffet 
($30 for table of 8; $35 indi-
vidual) or pay online. Details 
at www.zontaqv.org/women. 

Zonta to celebrate women

LUDLOW – Please re-
turn the annual town 
census form as 
soon as possible 
to the Office of 
the Town Clerk.

A n n u -
al Town Cen-
sus forms can be 
mailed to the Office 
of the Town Clerk, 488 
Chapin St, Ludlow, MA  
01056 or returned in the 
Town Clerk drop box locat-
ed behind Town Hall.  

State law requires that 

you be sent an annual street 
listing/census form. Up-

date the information 
for all individu-
als who reside in 
your household, 
including children, 
and respond within 

ten days, even if no 
changes are necessary. 
Warning: Failure to re-

spond to this mailing shall 
result in removal from the 
active voting list and may 
result in removal from the 
voter registration rolls.

Reminder to return your 
2025 Annual Town Census 

B E L C H E RT OW N —
Quaboag Valley Relay for 
Life is looking for more 
teams to join our Relay on 
May 31 on the Belchertown 
Common from 10 a.m. to 
10 p.m. 

Everyone has been af-
fected by cancer so now 
is the time to form a few 
friends and family so you 
can fundraise and spread 
awareness of this dreaded 
disease. You do not have to 
have a large team or lots of 
money collected. 

A few new teams getting 
in some donations is a big 
help to the American Can-

cer Society. 
After we are done doing 

all our fundraising, the Re-
lay is a way to unwind and 
celebrate our accomplish-
ments. 

The teams can be in 
honor or in memory of a 
loved one or friend. Any 
questions please feel free to 
email ctellie@juno.com 

A Kick-Off event will 
be held on Feb. 23 at Hope 
Church on Main Street in 
Belchertown from 1 to 3 
p.m. This is an informa-
tive and fun event. Come 
and learn what Relay is all.
about.

Relay for Life looking 
for participants

WARE – Now through 
May 31, 2025, veterans of 
the U.S. armed services can 
enjoy a homemade lunch 
for free at the Ware Senior 
Center, 1 Robbins Road.

This meals are provided 
by the generosity of former 
Ware Selectboard mem-
ber John Morrin, the Ware 
Veteran Fund and the Ware 
Veterans Carnival. 

For veterans to take ad-
vantage of this offer they 
must call the Ware Senior 

Center 413-967-9645 by 
noon the business day be-
fore they wish to come for 
lunch and place their name 
on the list. Meals are served 
daily, Monday through Fri-
day from 11:30 a.m.-noon.

Menus and more infor-
mation are available on the 
Council on Aging page of 
townofware.com or by stop-
ping by the Ware Senior 
Center, 1 Robbins Road, 
Monday through Friday 
from 8 a.m.-4 p.m.

Veterans eat lunch free at 
Ware Senior Center
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in my

By Ellenor Downer

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

OPINION

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Letters to the editor should be 250 words 
or less in length. No unsigned or anonymous 
opinions will be published. We require 
letter writers to include his or her town of 
residence and home telephone number. 
We must authenticate authorship prior to 
publication. 

We reserve the right to edit or withhold 
any submissions deemed to be libelous 
or contain unsubstantiated allegations, 
personal attacks, defamation of  character 
and offensive language. 

All unknown or alleged facts and 
quotations offered by the author need to cite 
credible, unbiased sources. 

Send letters to: The Register, 
24  Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069 or 

email theregister@turley.com.
The deadline for submissions 

is Friday at noon.

SUBMISSIONS POLICY
Readers, local merchants,  institutions, 

municipalities, non-profit groups, and civic 
organizations are strongly encouraged to 
send The Register  your hometown news 
and photos. News items and press releases 
should be sent via email to mharrison@
turley.com as an attachment AND pasted 
directly into the email message screen. 

Please send photo captions identifying all 
subjects in your image(s) from left to right. 

We need first and last name, hometown, 
title if applicable, and a brief description of 
what subjects are doing in the photo. Email 
uncorrected, raw, RGB color digital photos at 
highest resolution directly off your camera to 
mharrison@turley.com.

Publicity chairpersons are encouraged to 
send in news  about upcoming fundraising 
or other calendar events at least three 
weeks before the event.

If you are having difficulty with  a press 
release or need help, please call  (413) 283-
8393.

To send submissions by regular post, 
mail to: The Register, 24  Water Street, 
Palmer, MA 01069.

The

REGISTER

 Dear Rusty: 
Please help, I served 

from 1964 to 1966 in the US 
Army. 

I have been try-
ing to contact Social 
Security in order to 
request extra bene-
fits for veterans. The 
telephone is a record-
ing and you never get 
to speak to anyone. 
The web site at www.ssa.
gov is useless to me. I went 
to the SS office and there was 
a huge line outdoors in the 
freezing cold. I am disabled 
and cannot stand on a line in 
this cold. Please advise me 
about my options. Financial-
ly, is it worth the trouble? 

Signed: Disabled Ameri-
can Veteran 

 
Dear Disabled Veteran: 
My profound thanks for 

your service to our country. 
FYI, the “special extra 

credit for military service” 
you refer to does not pro-
vide an incremental Social 
Security benefit amount for 
military veterans. Rather, it 
adds an additional amount to 
your recording earnings for 
the years you served, which 
may or may not affect your 
Social Security benefit. FYI, 
I’ve written numerous ar-
ticles on this topic, one of 
which you can read at this 
link: www.socialsecurityre-
port.org/ask-rusty-older-vet-
eran-asks-about-special-so-
cial-security-credit-for-mili-
tary-service/. 

 In your case, serving be-
tween 1964 and 1966, if you 
told Social Security of your 
military service when you 
applied for benefits or gave 
them a copy of your DD-214, 
they would have added up to 
$1,200 per year to your re-
corded military pay record 
(FYI, those who served after 
1967 were automatically giv-
en earnings credit for their 
military service years). 

However, whether those 
special extra credits would 
affect your SS benefit de-
pends on what your lifetime 
earnings record was when 
you later claimed SS. When 
you applied for benefits, So-

cial Security reviewed your 
lifetime earnings record and 
used the highest earning 35 
years of earnings over your 

lifetime (adjusted for infla-
tion) to calculate your “Pri-
mary Insurance Amount” or 
“PIA,” which is what you get 
if you claim benefits to start 
at your SS full retirement 
age. 

If, after your military 
service, you had 35 or more 
years of earnings which 
were higher than what you 
earned while serving, Social 
Security would have used 
those later higher earnings 
to calculate your benefit, 
and your military earnings 
wouldn’t affect your benefit. 
If, however, any of your mil-
itary earnings including the 
“special extra credits” were 
among the highest over your 
lifetime, then those higher 
military earnings would be 
included when calculating 
your benefit.  

 So, whether you will 
benefit from these “special 
extra credits for military 
service” depends largely on 
your post-service earnings 
history. If your military earn-
ings were among the highest 
earning years over your life-
time, and you provided SSA 
with a copy of your DD-214 
when you applied for Social 
Security, then your current 
SS benefit already includes 
consideration of your mili-
tary service. 

Social Security should 
have asked about your mil-
itary service when you ap-
plied. If you didn’t advise SS 
of your military service when 
you applied for Social Se-
curity, or if you aren’t sure, 
you should contact the SSA 
at 1.800.772.1213 and ask if 
you were given those “spe-
cial extra credits for military 
service” when you applied. 
However, if you had at least 
35 years of higher earnings 

after you left military ser-
vice, your current SS benefit 
is already based on those lat-
er higher earning years, and 

you will not get 
anything additional 
from those “special 
extra credits” for 
your military ser-
vice years. 

FYI, we know 
it is often difficult 

to contact the Social Securi-
ty Administration by phone, 
as well as trying to visit 
SSA offices without an ap-
pointment, which is why our 
AMAC Foundation provides 
this free service). SSA is now 
allowing in-person visits “by 
appointment only” and you 
can call the above number 
to schedule an in-person ap-
pointment at your local SSA 
office. But before you do, 
please consider what I’ve 
said above. And remember 
that your SS benefit is based 
on the highest earning 35 
years over your entire life-
time and each year represents 
only 1/35th of your benefit 
amount. So, is it worth the 
trouble? That depends on 
whether your military earn-
ings, including the “special 
extra credits for military ser-
vice,” are among the highest 
over your entire lifetime. If 
the answer is “yes” then it is 
likely worth it; if ”no” then 
perhaps not. 

The Association Mature 
Citizens Foundation and its 
staff are not affiliated with 
or endorsed by the Social 
Security Administration or 
any other governmental en-
tity. This article is intended 
for information purposes and 
does not represent legal or 
financial guidance. It pres-
ents the opinions and inter-
pretations of the Association 
Mature Citizens Foundation’s 
staff, trained and accredited 
by the National Social Secu-
rity Association  To submit a 
question, visit amacfounda-
tion.org/programs/social-se-
curity-advisory or email us at 
ssadvisor@amacfoundation.
org. Russell Gloor is a Social 
Security advisor for AMAC. 
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The Register welcomes readers 
to participate in this year’s election 
campaigns by writing letters to the editor 
for publication on these pages. Letters 
of up to 250 words from local residents 
endorsing candidates on the ballot or 
discussing campaign issues should be 
sent to The Register, care of Turley Publi-
cations, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069, 
faxed to 413-289-1977 or emailed to 
theregister@turley.com. Please include a 
daytime telephone number for verification 
purposes (it will not be printed). Letters 
must be received by noon Monday to be 
considered for that Thursday’s newspa-
per. No attack letters will be printed. No 
letters written by candidates supporting 
their own candidacy will be printed. If the 
volume of letters received is larger than 
the space available in the newspaper, 
or if the letters become repetitive, the 
newspaper reserves the right to print a 
representative sample. No endorsement 
letters will be printed in the last edition 
before the election. 

For more information, call the editor 
at 413-283-8393.

Campaign news
As part of its election coverage, the 

newspaper plans to print stories about 
contested races for Congress, state 
Senate, state House, district attorney 
and Governor’s Council during the weeks 
leading up to the election, as well as a 
question-and-answer voters guide. In 
order to ensure fairness to all candidates, 
no political press releases will be printed, 
nor will reporters cover political rallies or 
fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to further publi-
cize their candidacy, beliefs and events 
may contact advertising, 413-283-8393 
about paid advertising in The Register.

ELECTION 
LETTERS POLICY

Can I get extra Social Security 
for my military service? 

Snow bunting

I received an email from 
an Oakham resident said 
he and a friend on Feb. 12 
startled a flock of about 
eight snow buntings as they 
drove along Adams Road in 
New Braintree. 

He said, “The buntings 
are seen here every winter.” 
On Feb. 18, I drove over 
Adams Road and saw the 
same flock of snow bun-
tings. Their white bellies 
will visible as they flew up 
from the side of the road.

The snow bunting is 
seven inches long with a 
plumpish body. In winter, 
snow buntings are streaked 
with buff and black. The 
ear patch and the back is 
streaked with buff as well 
as the flanks and breast. 
The belly is white and the 
bill yellow-orange. The 
male’s crown is black and 
the female’s buff.

The male in summer is 
a striking white and black. 
The head and breast are 
white and the back, tail 
and bill are black. The fe-
male in summer plumage 
is a more subdued version 
of the male with her head a 
gray color.

Snow buntings sum-
mer on the tundra and 
rocky shores, their breed-
ing grounds. The female 
lays three to nine creamy 
blue or gray eggs in a nest 
of moss, grasses and earth 
placed on rocky ground. 
Their song is a musical 
warble and calls include 
“tew” and soft, buzzy notes.

In winter, they inhab-
it open fields, roadsides 
and beaches in the south-
ern Canada and the United 
States.

Brown creeper
Last week, I saw a 

brown creeper moving up 
a tree near one of my bird 
feeders and suet cakes. 
When they get near the top 
of the tree, they fly down to 
the base and climb up the 
tree in a different spot on 
the tree. 

Birds and more at my 
feeder

Sunday during the 

storm, I spotted an opos-
sum under my feeder dig-
ging in the snow for seeds. 
At this point, it switched 
to rain and the opossum 
had wet fur. Besides the 
opossum, I had squirrels 
and the usual black-capped 
chickadees, white-breasted 
nuthatches, tufted titmice, 
downy woodpeckers, dark 
eyed juncos, bluejays and 
mourning doves. 

Bald eagle
An Oakham resident 

saw a bald eagle land on 
the ice on Lake Dean. Late 
last month, fishing derby 
participants saw an eagle at 
Lake Dean.

Loon facts
The Loon Preserva-

tion Committee newsletter 
mentioned facts about the 
first migration and acquir-
ing breeding territory. Each 
fall, juvenile loons under-
take their first migration 
to their wintering grounds. 
The article said, “First, they 
have to manage the ener-
getic costs of migration—
sadly, not all survive the 
trip from their lakes to their 
wintering grounds. Those 
that make it to the ocean 
encounter a new and un-
familiar world, filled with 
prey species that they have 
no experience catching and 
predator species like sharks 
and seals that they have no 
experience evading. With-
out their parents to show 
them the ropes, they have 
to quickly learn where to 
forage and how to evade 
these new predators. And 
carry-over effects result-
ing from the environmental 
conditions they experienced 
on their lakes during devel-
opment can also influence 
their survival – those juve-
nile loons that were raised 
on lower quality territo-
ries may start off in worse 
shape than others, which 
can reduce their chance of 
survival. All of these fac-
tors combine to mean that 
there is a 53% chance that 
a loon will survive from 
hatch to adulthood (age 
three).”

People may report a 
bird sighting or bird relat-
ed experience by calling me 
at 413-967-3505, leaving a 
message at extension 100, 
emailing mybackyard88@
aol.com or edowner@tur-
ley.com or mailing to Barre 
Gazette, P.O. Box 448, 
Barre, MA 01005.

THIS WEEK INHistory
This Week in History
March 2

REGION – A look back through his-
tory at the momentous anniversaries this 
week.

On Feb. 26, in 1815, Napoleon Bona-
parte escaped from exile on the island of 
Elba and gathered support to retake power 
on his return to Paris.

On Feb. 27, in 1951, the Twenty-sec-
ond Amendment to the U.S. Constitution, 
which limited U.S. presidents to serving 
two four-year, was ratified.

On Feb. 28, in 1827, the Baltimore and 
Ohio Railroad became the first steam-op-
erated railway in the United States to be 
chartered as a common carrier of freight 

and passengers.
On Feb. 30-31, nothing happened, be-

cause that date doesn’t exist. 
On March 1, in 1919, protesters in 

Seoul launched the March First Move-
ment, a series of demonstrations for Kore-
an national independence from Japan.

On March 2, in 1498, Portuguese navi-
gator Vasco da Gama and his fleet reached 
the Island of Mozambique on their first 
voyage to India.

On March 3, in 2005, American adven-
turer Steve Fossett became the first person 
to complete a solo nonstop circumnaviga-
tion of the globe.

Finally, on March 4, in 1837, Chicago 
was incorporated as a city, with a popula-
tion of about 4,200.

Vasco de 
Gama, as 

depicted in 
approximately 

1516 by an 
anonymous 

artist, 
reached 

Mozambique 
on March 2, 

1498.

www.turley.com

CHECK OUT ALL THE

TurleyPublications
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HannousHJEWELERS®

CHICOPEE
“A Family Business You Can Trust”

GOLD 
Is At An All-Time High!

Come In Now & Get:

HANNOUSH JEWELERS 
704 Memorial Drive , Chicopee

10% 
Extra 
Cash
When 

Cashing In
Your GOLD

25%
Extra

When You Use 
Your GOLD
Towards A 

New Purchase

WE BUY  GOLD!

Offers Valid at Hannoush Jewelers Chicopee ONLY

Ludlow Community Center/ Randall Boys & Girls Club’s

75TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION75TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION
EVENT SCHEDULEEVENT SCHEDULE

MARCH 1, 2025
SCHEDULED

12:00 PM - 4:00 PM
ONGOING

12:00 PM

12:30 PM

1:00 PM

1:00 PM

1:00 PM

1:30 PM

2:00 PM

2:30 PM

2:30 PM

3:00 PM

12:00 PM - 4:00 PM

12:00 PM - 4:00 PM

1:00 PM - 3:30 PM

1:00 PM - 4:00 PM

1:00 PM - 4:00 PM

Doors Open

Opening Ceremony (Gym)

Club Kid Sing Along (Gym)

Escape Room (Club Blue)
Ages 10-15

Story Time with Hubbard
Library (Preschool C)
Lupa Zoo visits the
Club! (Game Room)

Yoga with The Alley
Yoga Studio (Gym) Age 16+

Story Time with Hubbard
Library (Preschool C)

Drop-in STEAM Project
(Makerspace) Age 10+

Senior Bootcamp with
Diane (Gym) Age 50+

Open Gaming
(eSports Lab) Ages 8+

Food Trucks
Dev’s Mac N Eats & Coffee Cabin

( available for purchase)

Explore the Club Challenge

Open Family Swim (Pool)

75th Anniversary Arts & Crafts
(Art Room)

Sponsored by:

 

Welcome to the Ludlow Senior Center
LUDLOW— The calendar is packed 

with many fitness programs, entertain-
ment, education sessions, and more. Re-
serve a lunch in the Center’s beautiful 
dining room complete with coffee, tea, 
and dessert by calling a day in advance 
at 413-583-3564 (call Friday for lunch on 
Monday). 

For full program. and activity descrip-
tions and general information about what 
a senior center is and does go to: Ludlow.
ma.us. Seniors can also “like” the Ludlow 
Senior Center on Facebook. A paper copy 
of the Senior Scene newsletter is available 
at the Center.

ACTIVITIES CALENDAR:
Please register in advance for items 

with*

Wednesday, Feb. 26
•	9 a.m. Ceramics
•	9 a.m. Zumba Gold
•	9 a.m. Facials by Appointment*
•	10 a.m. Opera Appreciation
•	10:30 a.m. Healthy Bones & Balance*
•	1 p.m. Movie: Cabaret (1972)
•	1 p.m.  Healthy Bones & Balance*
•	1 p.m. TED Talk Hour

Thursday, Feb. 27
•	8:45 a.m. Foot Care by Appointment*
•	9 a.m. Tai Chi
•	9:30 a.m. Dominos

•	10 a.m. Sunshine Painting Class*
•	10:15 a.m. Mindful Meditation* 
•	1 p.m.  Mahjong
•	2 p.m. Book Club: Age of Repose by Wal-
lace Stegner

•	2 p.m. Writer’s Block*
•	2:30 p.m. Active Yoga

*PLEASE register for Boomer Boot 
Camp, Healthy Bones & Balance, Foot 
Care, and other programs as noted by 
calling 583-3564

Daily Events:
Café: Monday – Friday 8-11 a.m.
Exercise Room: Monday - Friday 8 

a.m. – 3:30 p.m. Open until 6:30 p.m. on 
Tuesday. 

Walking Club: Monday – Friday 7 
a.m. and 8 a.m., leaving from the parking 
lot.

Menu:
Wednesday, Feb. 26: Spaghetti w/Meat 

Sauce/Garlic Bread
Thursday, Feb. 27: Southwest Chicken 

Salad
 
Reserve a delicious $2 lunch by call-

ing a day ahead. Call on Friday to reserve 
lunch on Monday. 

For allergy concerns, call the Senior 
Center to ask about ingredients at 413-
583-3564.

What’s Happening
at Hubbard Memorial Library

To register for programs or 
find out more information, vis-
it ludlow.cwmars.org, or call 
(413) 583-3408. Weather-re-
lated announcements for out-
door events will be made on 
the library’s Facebook page 
the morning of the program.

To register for programs 
or find out more informa-
tion, visit ludlow.cwmars.
org, or call (413) 583-3408. 
Weather-related announce-
ments for outdoor events 
will be made on the li-
brary’s Facebook page the 
morning of the program.

Library Hours: 
M, W, F 9-5, TU, TH, 9-8, 

S 9-1. Closed Sundays 
and holidays.

FOR ALL AGES

Free Tech Help Call us 
at 413-583-3408x114 to 
book an hour long appoint-
ment.  We can help you 
with your laptop, smart-
phone, or tablet. By ap-
pointment only, please no 
drop-ins.

Friends of the Hubbard 
Memorial Library, third 
Thursday of the month, 
6:00 p.m. Get involved! 
Join the Friends of the 
Library for their month-
ly meeting and learn how 
you can help support the 
library.

FOR ADULTS

Ukulele Night, Thurs-
day, March 6, 6:00 pm.  
Musician Julie is back with 
another in-demand Uku-
lele class!  Have you been 
wanting to try an instru-
ment that’s fun and easy to 
play?  Come catch some is-
land vibes during this frigid 
cold and learn the funda-
mentals of ukulele playing!  
Register.

Mass Center for the 
Book Monthly Reading 
Challenge Each month, 
you’ll be challenged to 
read a book based on a 
chosen theme.  Those who 
participate will be entered 
to win a free book! For 
more information and to 
sign up, please visit mass-
book.org/readingchallenge.

Chair Volleyball for Se-
niors, every Thursday, 1:30 
p.m. Have some fun and 

join us for chair volleyball! 
No running or jumping re-
quired. Please sign up on 
our website or by calling 
the circulation desk at 413-
583-3408. Walk-ins are 
welcome.

Who picked this book? 
Book Club Meeting, first 
Thursday of the month, 
3:30 p.m. Join us for this 
month’s Who picked this 
book? Book Club meeting! 
You can pick up a copy of 
the book at the circulation 
desk. 

Happy Hour Book Club 
Meeting, last Thursday of 
the month, 6:30 p.m. Join 
us for this month’s Happy 
Hour Book Club meeting! 
You can pick up a copy of 
the book at the circulation 
desk.

FOR TEENS

Blind Date with a Book, 
throughout February. For 
upper elementary through 
high school. Choose a 
wrapped book from our 
display in the Youth Room 
based on the little blurb on 
the cover, or select one on-
line from our website.  

Chess Club, every other 
Monday, March 10, March 
24, 3:30 to 4:30 p.m. All 
experience levels are wel-
come for an hour of chess, 
some instruction provided. 
For ages 9-17. Please reg-
ister.

Youth Crochet Club, ev-
ery other Tuesday, March 
11, March 25, 5:30 to 6:30 
p.m. For ages 10-17. For 
beginners up to experi-
enced crocheters, supplies 
provided or bring your 
own. Please register.

Friendship Bracelets for 
Tweens and Teens, Tues-
day, March 4, 6:00 p.m. If 
you’re a beginner it’s easy 
to learn how to make them. 
If you’ve made them before 
then add more to your col-
lection! Please register. 

Nintendo Switch Night 
for YAs, Tuesday, March 
18, 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. For 
middle and high school. 
Play Mario Kart, Smash 
Bros, or some of the li-
brary’s new Switch games. 
Free pizza sponsored by 
the Friends of the Library. 
Limited to 16 people. 
Please register. 

Magic the Gathering 
Club, Monthly, Thursday, 
March 6, April 3, 5:30 to 
7:00 p.m. For middle and 
high school. Bring your 
cards or use our decks. 
Please register. 

 
“Read Between the 

Lines” High School Book 
Group, monthly, Friday, 
February 28, then Friday, 
March 28, 3:00 to 4:00 
p.m. Monthly book chat 
for ages 14-17. For Febru-
ary the group is finishing 
Fourth Wing by Rebecca 
Yarros. In March the group 
is reading Iron Flame by 
Rebecca Yarros. Copies of 
the book are available in 
the Youth Room. Registra-
tion preferred.

 
FOR CHILDREN

 AND TEENS

Leprechaun Scavenger 
Hunt, Monday, March 17, 
all day. All ages. Find the 
symbols of St. Patrick’s 
Day around the Youth 
Room to win a prize. Drop-
in.

Good Vibes Sticker 
Making, Monday, March 
24, all day. All ages. Make 
stickers to boost your spir-
its and remind yourself that 
you’re awesome! Drop-in. 

Pokemon Club, ev-
ery other Wednesday, 
March 5, March 19, April 
2, 3:30 to 4:45 p.m. For 
ages 8-14. Trading, duel-
ing, and gaming on your 
own handhelds, phones, or 
Nintendo Switch. Please 
have your name on ev-
erything you bring to 
the club. Please register. 

LUDLOW – The Lions 
Club will present a Comi-
cal Modern Mystery Dinner 
“Deadly Chateau Shenan-
igans, on Saturday, March 
8. Doors open at 6 p.m. and 
Dinner will be at 6:30 p.m.; 
$45 per person or 2 for $85. 

Participate and interact 
with Cza Cza Grabmore and 
her three famous investiga-

tors. Diners become part of 
the best Murder Mystery Par-
ty ever. But this party just got 
deadly.

Tony & Penny’s Restau-
rant, 18 Canterbury St. Menu 
includes: Chicken Soup, 
Salad, Rolls, Fish Filet w/
Rice, Roast Beef, Seasonal 
Vegetables, Desert & Coffee/
Tea (Pasta Primavera upon 

request).
Tickets may be purchased 

thru the mail by sending a 
check, made payable to the 
Ludlow Lions Club, to PO 
Box 72, Ludlow, MA 01056. 
Or by visiting https://bit.ly/
LudlowLionsClub. ludlow-
lions@yahoo.com.

Ludlow Lions Club will present dinner
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 CLUES ACROSS
  1. Greek mythological 

figure
  5. Small amount
  8. Play a role
 11. River in Georgia and 

Alabama
 13. Water in the solid state
 14. Ancient Greek sophist
 15. Having a strong sharp 

smell or taste
 16. Fleece
 17. Writer/actress Dunham
 18. Behave in a way that 

belittles
 20. Comedienne Gasteyer
 21. Zoroastrian concept of 

holy fire
 22. Conceits
 25. Slowed down
 30. Nourishment
 31. Midway between east 

and southeast
 32. Fights

 33. Comedienne Tyler
 38. Standing operating 

procedure
 41. Locks
 43. Old
 45. Song sung to one’s 

lover
 47. Whale ship captain
 49. Moved quickly on foot
 50. Volcanic craters
 55. Large musical 

instrument
 56. Liquefied natural gas
 57. Ethiopian town
 59. Not closed
 60. A team’s best pitcher
 61. Spiritual leader of a 

Jewish congregation
 62. Disfigure
 63. Prefix denoting “in a”
 64. Sleep

CLUES DOWN
  1. S. American plant

  2. Soul and calypso song
  3. Fruit of the service tree
  4. Continent
  5. Albania’s capital
  6. Poisonous plant
  7. Argues
  8. Assists
  9. Town in Galilee
 10. Russian leader
 12. Promotional materials
 14. Wings
 19. Not odd
 23. Expression of creativity
 24. Conceptualize
 25. A digital tape recording 

of sound
 26. Peyton’s little brother
 27. Cost, insurance and 

freight (abbr.)
 28. Difference in potential
 29. Owner
 34. I (German)
 35. Chinese conception of 

poetry

 36. The world of the dead
 37. Sign language
 39. Coincide
 40. Religious observance
 41. Confined condition 

(abbr.)
 42. Polite interruption 

sound
 44. Texas ballplayer
 45. Type of sword
 46. Abba __, Israeli 

politician
 47. Basic unit of a 

chemical element
 48. Native American 

people in California
 51. Swiss river
 52. Hebrew calendar 

month
 53. Easily swindled 

person
 54. One point south of 

southwest
 58. Small island (British)

and community groups such 
as Scouting America had ta-
bles with activities as well.

Lupa Zoo brought in 
small animals for the guests 
to interact with, and balloon 
artist and magician Ed Pop-
ielarczyk performed magic 
tricks and made balloon an-
imals in the afternoon. Live 
music was performed over 
the course of the day by the 
CCG Band and the King-
dom of Jones Band.

The event also involved a 
bonfire, and attendees were 
able to ride the Roaming 
Railroad. At the end of the 
celebration, a fireworks dis-
play was held at 6 p.m.

250th Celebration Com-
mittee Chair Linda Collette 
was very happy with the 
turn-out, which she said ri-
valled last year’s First Night. 
Collette said she’d already 
been approached about mak-
ing the event a regular cele-
bration.

“It’s an expensive day,” 
Collette said. “You have to 
pay for the music and the 
fireworks. The crafters pay 
us to be here, but you need 
the attractions.”

This event concluded the 
town’s 250th celebrations, 
and marks the end of a year 
full of fun events that were 
made special by the commu-
nity’s enthusiasm and spirit.

‘Last Night’
LAST NIGHT from page 1

HOLYOKE— Every first 
Sunday of the month from 2 
to 4 p.m. Wistariahurst will 
be hosting kid art classe.

This series of art classes 
is geared towards children in 
grades K-12 to spark creativ-
ity and inspire a love for art 
history. Joycelin Raho, the 
talented instructor guiding 
these classes, will help chil-
dren explore different medi-
ums and artistic techniques 
to unlock their imaginations. 
These engaging activities 
will help kids create their 
own masterpieces through a 
hands-on approach to learn-
ing

To make these classes 
accessible and available for 

all kids in the community, 
Wistariahurst offers a sliding 
scale for admission. Parents 
and/or guardians can choose 
admission pricing from $10, 
$15, or $20, which will help 
cover the cost of materials 
and ensure a rewarding expe-
rience for everyone who par-
ticipates. Go to one class or 
go to all to get the most out 
of these sessions:

March 2: Color, Pattern 
and building a mural using 
inspiration by artist Yayoi 
Kusama

April 6: Art with Recy-
cled Materials and found ob-
jects (Earth Day inspired)

May 4: Exploring Still 
Life dawing with pastels in-

spiration by artist Georgia 
O’Keeffe

June 1: Drawing from Na-
ture Outdoors inspiration by 
artist Claude Monet

If a child has an art ap-
preciation, a desire to learn 
a new skill, or wants to try 
something new, Wistaria-
hurst Kid’s Art Classes are 
a fantastic way for them to 
explore, discover, and en-
gage. Don’t hesitate to join 
the fun!.Visit the Eventbrite 
to learn more and sign up for 
these amazing classes.

To learn more, visit: 
EventBrite.com/E/Wistaria-
hurst-Kids-Art-Classes-Tick-
ets-1104573572289?aff=Od-
dTDTCreator.

Wistariahurst offers  kid art classes

Members of the Lions Club, (from left) John 
Martowski, Charlie Gravelin, Phyllis Carneiro, and 
Sue Padgett, served hot coffee and cocoa.

250th Committee Chair Linda Collette (center) received 
the 250th Anniversary plaque alongside Select Board 
Members (from left) Tony Goncalves, Bill Rosenblum, 

Derek DeBarge, and James Gennette.

Mary Beth Silva (standing) helped residents while they made 
paper bag puppets, (from left) Dorothy, age six, Sharlette, age 
five, Yadira Ramos, and Zariah Stack.

Ken and Joyce Douthwright of Belchertown had a table for 
their business, Cold Spring Soapery.

Faith Community Chapel’s chili is always a big attraction, served by (from left) Elaine Weiss, Ed 
Sanderson, and Carmen and Mary Camp.

ABOVE: Olivia 
Eberli from the 
Hubbard Memorial 
Library stood by 
a display of old 
photographs from 
around town.

RIGHT: 
Tom Barbeau 

helped Zadrian, 
age six, and 

Keziah, age five, 
make a craft. 
(Not pictured: 

Vanessa 
Smipson and 

Jesenia Lopez.)
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LIVE 
MUSIC 
FRIDAY AND SATURDAY 
SEE UPCOMING PERFORMERS 
AND EVENTS ON OUR
NEWSLETTER/INSTAGRAM/FACEBOOK

OUTDOOR PATIO SPACE WITH COVERING.                 PATIO IS DOG FRIENDLY

LIVE 
MUSIC 
FRIDAY AND SATURDAY 
SEE UPCOMING PERFORMERS 
AND EVENTS ON OUR
NEWSLETTER/INSTAGRAM/FACEBOOK

LIVE 
MUSIC 
FRIDAY AND SATURDAY 
SEE UPCOMING PERFORMERS 
AND EVENTS ON OUR
NEWSLETTER/INSTAGRAM/FACEBOOK

BOOK YOUR NEXT EVENT! INDOOR AND PATIO RENTALS WITH CATERING SERVICES AVAILABLE.

HOME OF THE 
KILLER BEE 

DOUBLE HONEY ALE

JOIN THE 2025 
MUG CLUB

FIRST 100 MEMBERS
*PERKS AND BENEFITS

6 BURT LANE, WILBRAHAM, MA. TAPROOM (413)-279-1317
EMAIL INFO@SCANTICRIVERBREWERY.COM WWW.SCANTICRIVERBREWERY.COM 

OPEN TUES-WED 4-8PM, THURS 4-9PM, FRI 2-10PM, SAT 12-10PM, SUN 1-8PM

 BEER 
RELEASE EVENT

JOIN US SATURDAY MARCH 8TH  
FEATURING 7 NEW BEERS! 

LIVE MUSIC 
JOIN OUR NEWSLETTER FOR UPCOMING ST. 
PATTY’S DAY AND MARCH MADNESS EVENTS

WINE DOWN 
WEDNESDAYS $19

2341 Boston Rd., (Rt. 20), Wilbraham, MA

413.279.2020
route20barandgrille.com

SERVING: TUES. & WED. 4-9PM
THURS.-SAT. 11:30AM-9:30PM • SUN. 10:30AM-8PM

WITH EXTENDED BAR HOURS EVERY NIGHT
RESERVATIONS ACCEPTED FOR PARTIES OF 6 OR MORE

$18 PRIME RIB 
NIGHT EVERY TUESDAY
Dine In Only • While Supplies Last

PLUS 
OUR 
REGULAR 
MENU 
UNTIL 8PM

Serving: Thurs. - Sat. 11:30
and Sun. 10:30

LUNCH

Bar & Grille
EST. 2016

$17 STEAK N’ BREW
EVERY SUNDAY NIGHT!

x

LIVE
MUSIC!
Thursday 2/27

Dave O’Connell
Friday 2/28
Billy Eagan
Saturday 3/1  
John Manzi

HAPPY HOUR
THURSDAYS 4-7:30PM!

Specially Priced Apps & Live Music

Ask About 
Our Customer 

Loyalty Program!

Serving Our Special 

IRISH MENU 
Plus Our Regular Menu

JOIN US TO CELEBRATE

Friday 3/14
Riverside Station

Saturday 3/15  
Shamrock Street

Sunday 3/16  
Last Nights Fun

LIVE MUSIC!

St. Patrick’sSt. Patrick’s
WeekendWeekend

Sundays 
10:30
-2:30

BRUNCH

We Are Closed Monday, 3/17 -
But Celebrate With Us On Sunday

LIVE MUSIC 1-4PM
CORNED BEEF & CABBAGE

LET’S GO OUT!LET’S GO OUT!
Your Local Favorite Restaurants

1 Allen Street, Hampden, MA
413-566-8324

lacucinahampden.com
Mon.-Thurs. 3-9pm, Fri. & Sat. 11:30am-10pm & Sun. 11:30am-9pm 

LOUNGE OPEN & PIZZA 7 DAYS • BAR OPEN LATE!

FAMILY STYLE MEALS
Serves up to 6 people  • Visit Our Website For Menus

JOIN US FOR LUNCH!
Friday, Saturday, Sunday

LIVE MUSIC!!! 
Every Friday & Saturday • Visit Facebook For Lineup

di Hampden House

Showers, Christenings, First Communions, 
Rehearsal Dinners, Weddings, 

Funeral Luncheons, etc.
See our website for our Banquet & Catering Menu

BOOK 
YOUR NEXT 
FUNCTION 
WITH US!

MARCH MARCH 
MADNESS MADNESS 
SPECIALSSPECIALS

Visit our website to enroll in our 
NEW CUSTOMER LOYALTY REWARDS PROGRAM!

WATCH ALL OF THE GAMES IN OUR LOUNGE!
Enjoy apps & your favorite drink.

9 Allen St., • Hampden Mini Mall • Hampden, MA (413) 566-8015
                                       | www.giospizzeria.comOpen Wed.-Sun.
Closed Mon. & Tues.

P
IZ

Z
A

 ,
 P

A S T A  &   C O

C
K

T
A

IL
S

EST. 2011

PIZZERIA & LOUNGE

• GOURMET PIZZAS • GIANT CALZONES • DINNERS
• GRINDERS & WRAPS • WINGS • SALADS

Dean’s List 
honors announced 
at Tufts University

MEDFORD —Tufts University 
recently announced the dean’s list 
for the fall 2024 semester. Dean’s 
list honors at Tufts University re-
quire a semester grade point aver-
age of 3.4 or greater.

Tommy Caproni, Class of 
2027, of Ludlow

Ebru Karaarslan, Class of 
2027, of Ludlow

Torcato Zina, Class of 2027, of 
Ludlow

Sydnie Germain 
named to the Fall 
2024 Dean’s List at 
Emmanuel College

BOSTON—Sydnie Germain, of 
Ludlow (01056), has been named 
to Emmanuel College’s Fall 2024 
Dean’s List in recognition of ac-
ademic excellence. Germain is a 
Criminology & Criminal Justice 
major.

To earn a spot on the Dean’s 
List, Emmanuel students must 
achieve a grade point average of 3.5 
or higher for a 16-credit semester.

COLLEGE NEWS
BELCHERTOWN – The Les 

and Terry Campbell Quabbin 
Visitor Center, 100 Winsor Dam 
Road, announces the schedule for 
winter hybrid presentations.

All programs are scheduled 
for 2 p.m. In person seating is 
limited to 45 people.   

In case of bad weather, the 
programs will only be held vir-
tually.  Please register for any of 
these events by visiting https://
www.mass.gov/locations/quab-
bin-reservoir/events.

Quabbin Reservoir and 
Watershed Protection

Sunday, March 2 from 2-3 p.m.
Engineering, forestry, wildlife 

and aquatic biology, carpentry, 
mowing and snowplowing…how 
do all of these things combine to 
protect the water supply of over 
three million people in Massachu-
setts?  How does they benefit the 
region around the reservoir?  

This presentation from the 
Visitor Center staff explores how 
the many different goals of DCR 
staff all support one goal, Quab-
bin watershed protection. 

DCR lists upcoming winter 
hybrid presentations

Stay off the ice 
this winter 

WILBRAHAM/HAMPDEN 
- How thick is safe ice? Ice on 
moving waters in rivers, streams 
and brooks is generally not safe. 

The thickness of ice on 
ponds depends on factors such 
as water currents, depth and 
natural objects like stumps or 
rocks. Daily changes in tem-
perature can cause ice to expand 
and contract, which affects its 
stability. 

Because of these factors, no 
one can declare the ice to be 
safe. The only safe ice is at a 
skating rink.  

A message from fire and life 
safety educators of Wilbraham 
and Hampden.
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We have summer enrollment options 
for school age children.

Hours 8 a.m. - 4 p.m., $350/wk. Accepting vouchers. 

Structured daily schedule to include 
curricular content, free play, and arts and crafts. 

Lots of outdoor and weather permitting water play. 

www.packardmountain.com

Co-ed • Grades 1-8
June 30 - August 15

The MacDuffie School • 66 School Street • Granby, MA 01033 • 413.255.0000 Ext.103

Monday-Friday 9am-3pm • Area fields trips and lunch included
Extended care available if needed 7:30am-5pm

Register now for summertime fun at  MacDuffie.org/summer-camp

      Race Into Summer at

Camp MacDuffie offers seven weeks of exciting camp experiences:Camp MacDuffie offers seven weeks of exciting camp experiences:

Be part of this year’s camps and discover the true
meaning of summer...having fun and making friends!

Space is
limited

so don’t
wait!

   Camp MacDuffi e!

Week 1: June 30 - July 3 
Week 2: July 7 - 11
Week 3: July 14 - 18 

Week 4: July 21 - 25
Week 5: July 28 - August 1

Week 6: August 4-8
Week 7: August11-15

• Arts • Athletics • Coding • Science • Dance • Lego’s
 • Creative Writing • Theater • Science • And More!

66 School Street 
Granby, Massachusetts

For Boys & Girls 
in Grades 6 through 12

Come Be A Part Of Our Family!

Belchertown Kidz Club
TODDLER • PRESCHOOL • SCHOOL AGE

Offering Flexible Care Programs For Kids Ages 15 mo. - 12 yrs.
Open 7:00 a.m.-5:30* p.m. / MONDAY - FRIDAY

Both Full Time & Sibling Discounts

Providing
Childcare for

30 years!

4 Stadler Street • (413) 323-54394 Stadler Street • (413) 323-5439
belchertownbelchertownkidzclubkidzclub@gmail.com@gmail.com

Follow Us
EEC LICENSED PROGRAM #177446

KIDZ SUMMER PROGRAM
Ages 5 - 12 yrs. • JUNE 23RD-AUGUST 22ND

9 Weeks • Full & Part Time Options/Single Weeks or All Summer! 
Swimming • Field Trips • Close walk to Playgrounds & CHCS Pool 

Daily Creative & Educational Indoor/Outdoor Activities!
*Start of camp based on Belchertown School Schedule

BEFORE & AFTER SCHOOL CARE
K-6th Grade • Full & Part-Time • Homework Support 

School Bus Pick Up & Drop Off • Indoor & Outdoor Activities

PRESCHOOL Year round program for Ages 3-5 yrs.
Full & Part Time • Choose from Full Day or 3/4 Day Options

Creative Educational Kindergarten Readiness Curriculum

TODDLER/YOUNG PRE-K Year round program for Ages 15 mos.-3 yrs. 
Choice of Full Day 7:00-5:00 or 3/4 day option 8:30-2:30

Come Grow, Learn, and Play!Join Our
Toddler Room 
Waitlist

NOW ENROLLING FOR SPRING/SUMMER/FALL PROGRAMS

Girl Scout Camp 
For All Girls!
DAY & 
OVERNIGHT
www.gscwm.org

Basic Horse Care, Daily Riding, 
English & Western, Ages 5 & up

Call to Register (413) 813-9291
53 Ware Road, Belchertown

Email: Amanda.greeneacres@gmail.com

Greene Acres Equestrian Center L.L.C.

April Vacation Riding Camp - April 22-24
2025 Summer Riding Sessions
June 23-27 • July 14-18
July 28 - August 1 • August 18-22

 9AM - 3PM LUNCH NOT PROVIDED

Camp MacDuffie is an 
exciting summer day camp 
for rising 1st to 8th graders. 

Participants spend the 
morning engaged in a pro-
gram area of their choosing, 
enjoy lunch by Sage Dining 
Services (included), and 
then stay active with various 
outdoor/indoor activities 
and field trips throughout 
the week. 

Their program leaders 
are passionate and experi-
enced, and they all look for-
ward to creating a fun and 
supportive environment for 
your child to thrive in this 
summer. 

Come along and join 
Camp MacDuffie this sum-
mer.

MacDuffie 
Hoops Basketball Camp

MacDuffie Hoops 
Summer Camp available 
with Coach Steiner.

Are you ready to take 
your game to the next level? 
This summer, join Coach 
Steiner and the MacDuffie 
coaching staff for an elite 
basketball experience at 
MacDuffie Hoops Summer 
Camp!

What to Expect:
• Skill development & 

fundamentals
• Game strategy & IQ 

training
• Conditioning & foot-

work drills
• Competitive games & 

scrimmages

• Hands-on coaching 
from Coach Steiner & Mac-
Duffie’s top coaches

This camp is for play-
ers who are serious about 
improving and want to 
sharpen their skills, build 
confidence, and grow their 
game.

The MacDuffie School 
is located in Granby, MA. 
Limited spots are available – 
Register today!

Don’t miss your chance 
to train with Coach Steiner! 
Sign up now and get ready 
to work hard, compete, and 
have fun!

#MacDuffieHoops 
#TrainWithCoachSteiner 

#SummerBasketball
#GetBetter

It’s in our DNA. Our 
founder, Juliette Gordon 
Low, was a famous lover of 
nature. Today, Girl Scouts 
honors her legacy by pro-
moting respect and love of 
the great outdoors far and 
wide.

Girl Scouts of Central 
and Western Massachusetts 
(GSCWM) summer camps 
offer a wide variety of pro-
grams for all different inter-
ests. 

Summer camp is a 
great way for girls to explore 
leadership, build skills, and 
develop a deep appreciation 
for nature. In a girl-led en-
vironment, all campers are 
able to challenge themselves 
and take healthy risks while 

surrounded by supportive 
friends and camp staff. No 
prior Girl Scout experience 
needed to attend Girl Scout 
camp! 

Camping has been 
a cornerstone of the Girl 
Scout experience for more 
than a century. While girls 
are swimming, hiking, and 
honing their skills on the 
archery range, they’re also 
achieving valuable life 
skills whether at Day Camp 
at Lewis Perkins in South 
Hadley or Overnight Camp 
at Bonnie Brae in Otis. 
Girl Scouts’ dedication to 
progression in outdoor pro-
gramming means campers 
practice age-appropriate 
skills and gain experience 

they need to feel confident 
taking the next step in their 
outdoor journey.

No matter which camp 
you choose or whether the 
stay is a few days, a week, 
or longer, your camper will 
have a ton of fun making new 
friends, trying new things, 
practicing new-found skills, 
and creating memories that 
will last a lifetime.   Finan-
cial assistance is available. 

Camp Lewis Perkins 
and Camp Bonnie Brae are 
American Camp Associa-
tion Accredited. More in-
formation and sign up here: 
https://www.gscwm.org/en/
members/for-girl-scouts/
camp-and-outdoors/sum-
mer-camp.html. 

MacDuffie offers fun summer camp Day and overnight camp for girls

SUMMER CAMP GUIDESUMMER CAMP GUIDESUMMER CAMP GUIDE

WMAS Radiothon 
for Baystate 
Children’s Hospital

SPRINGFIELD—The 
public is invited to join in 
the fun at the 24th annual 
94.7 WMAS Radiothon for 
Baystate Children’s Hospi-
tal at the Naismith Memorial 
Basketball Hall of Fame on 
March 4 and 5 from 6 a.m. to 
6 p.m.

Broadcasting live from 
the 94.7 WMAS studios, the 
Kellogg Krew will connect 
listeners with stories from 
patients, team members, and 
community members that are 
filled with hope, miracles, 
and the impact of Baystate 
Children’s Hospital. Among 
the many stories shared will 
be Emilia Cecchetelli’s, the 
2025 Children’s Miracle 
Network Ambassador for 
Baystate Children’s Hos-
pital. Four-year-old Emilia 
was born at 26 weeks and 
spent 143 days in the Davis 
Neonatal Intensive Care Unit 
fighting chronic lung disease 
and Craniosynostis, a con-
dition which causes prob-
lems with normal brain and 

skull growth. Listeners will 
hear how she’s doing today 
and how the care at Baystate 
Children’s Hospital played a 
critical role in her life.

Attendees of the Radio-
thon will be able to have 
their photo taken on the red 
carpet, make a donation, and 
get a sneak peek of the Kel-
logg Krew broadcasting live.

“Each year, I feel so in-
spired by the stories we are 
able to share and the families 
we are able to meet,” said 
94.7 WMAS’ Chris Kellogg. 
“Baystate Children’s Hospi-

tal plays such a critical role 
in our community, and we 
are happy to support it in any 
way we can.”

There are many ways to 
donate. Listeners can vis-
it WMASKids.com, text 
WMASKIDS to 51555, or 
call the Lia Auto Group 
Phone Bank at 413-794-1111 
from 6 a.m. to 6 p.m. on 
March 4 and 5.

“It really is incredible 
what our community can 
accomplish when we come 
together for an important 
cause,” said Interim Vice 

President of Philanthropy, 
Baystate Health, and Execu-
tive Director, Baystate Health 
Foundation, Kathy Tobin. 
“As the only accredited, 
full-service children’s hospi-
tal in western Massachusetts, 
the Radiothon helps provide 
vital funding for care that 
spans our region.”

Baystate Children’s Hos-
pital is one of 170 fund-
raising Children’s Miracle 
Network Hospitals across 
the country. Children’s Mir-
acle Network Hospitals are 
unique in that 100% of all 
money raised locally goes di-
rectly to Baystate Children’s 
Hospital in Springfield in 
support of children’s health 
programs and services.

Major sponsors for the 
Radiothon include Hyundai 
Hope on Wheels, Lia Auto 
Group, Pioneer Valley Cred-
it Union, Eversource, M&T 
Bank, City Tire, and Peoples-
Bank.

To make a dona-
tion online today, visit 
WMASKIDS.com, or for 
more information, email 
Event Manager Heather 
Clark at Heather.Clark2@
BaystateHealth.org.

Inspiring stories share impact of care
BOSTON – In response 

to unprecedented spikes in 
energy bills across Massa-
chusetts, State Senator Jake 
Oliveira (Hampden, Hamp-
shire & Worcester District) 
is leading a coalition of 
state legislators to jointly 
call on the Department of 
Public Utilities (DPU) to 
immediately reassess re-
cent rate hikes approved 
for investor-owned utility 
companies, including Ever-
source and National Grid.

In a letter addressed to 
DPU Chair James Van Nos-
trand, Oliveira was joined 
by more than eighty legis-
lators who expressed grave 
concern over the financial 
strain these increases place 
on households and small 
businesses.

“Residents across our 
districts have reported 
alarming increases in their 
utility bills, with some see-
ing their costs double,” 
said Oliveira in the joint 
letter. “A senior constituent 
of mine’s Eversource bill 
jumped to $449.91 in Jan-
uary, nearly $300 of which 
was due to supply costs 
alone. These excessive rate 

hikes are unsustainable for 
working families, seniors, 
and small business owners 
who are already struggling 
to keep up with the rising 
cost of living. 

The letter highlighted 
the burden on vulnerable 
residents, including seniors 
on fixed incomes who are 
experiencing an astonishing 
27% increase in their heat-
ing costs. Despite claims 
from Eversource that the 
spikes are due to colder 
temperatures and increased 
usage, many ratepayers 
who have maintained con-
sistent energy consump-
tion are still seeing drastic 
hikes. 

“Families are having to 
make the impossible deci-
sion between putting food 
on the table and heating 
their homes. This is unac-
ceptable.” 

Oliveira and the legis-
lators are demanding that 
the DPU conduct a compre-
hensive and transparent re-
view of Eversource’s pric-
ing structure to determine 

Oliveira leads over 80 legislators 
in call for urgent review of 
Energy Rate Increases

Please see ENERGY, 
page 11
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Lions head for state tourneyLions head for state tourney
LUDLOW – Last 

Tuesday night, Lud-
low High School 
faced Easthampton 
in nonplayoff action 
and scored 67-46 
win at home. In the 
victory, Cameron 
Lyman had one of 
his best efforts of 
the season with 24 
points. Jackson Ma-
teus had 17 points 
and Mason Morace 
had 15 points. The 
Lions finished the 
regular season with 
an even 10-10 record 
to make the state 
tournament. The Li-
ons were scheduled 
to go on the road to 
Apponequet Region-
al on Monday in the 
first round of the Di-
vision 3 State Tour-
nament.

Filipe Fernandes 
takes the free 

throw. Cameron Lyman looks for a lane to the layup.

Mason 
Morace 
extends for 
a shot.

Jackson Mateus fights through a pair of guards for a shot on 
the hoop.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

Kobe McKay gets the open shot.

LUDLOW – On Tues-
day, Feb. 10, Ludlow High 
School girls basketball suf-
fered a 52-37 setback at 
Granby High School. In one 
of its final games of the sea-
son, the Lions were in the 
game early, but the offense 
could not keep up in the sec-
ond half. Madelyn Riley and 
Aneysha Donais had seven 
points each to lead the team.

Ludlow girls basketball loses to Granby

Nora Adams heads for the 
hoop.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

Aneysha Donais drives around a guard to the hoop.

Karley Roman goes 
for a free throw.Ryleigh Remillard goes for 

an open shot.

Kayliana Moret fights to 
make a layup attempt.

LUDLOW – Last week-
end, the seeds for the Di-
vision 3 State Tournament 
were released. Ludlow re-
ceived the No. 32 seed, the 
bottom seed in the tourna-
ment. The Lions, which co-
op this year with Belcher-
town, drew a home game 
as Middleborough made it 
into the tournament as the 
No. 33 seed with a .500 or 
better record.

The two teams were set 

to face off early this week 
at Olympia Ice Center. If 
the Lions are successful 
in the preliminary round 
game against Middlebor-
ough, the Lions would 
head to the far other end 
of the state to face Nauset 
Regional on Thursday, 
Feb. 26 at 7:30 p.m. The 
game would be held at the 
Charles Moore Arena in 
Orleans, a town near the 
end of Cape Cod.

Lions hockey 
draws home game

BRIDGEPORT  — 
The Springfield Thunder-
birds (26-19-2-3) walked 
a tightrope and escaped 
with a 3-2 shootout 
win over the 
B r i d g e -
port Is-
l a n d e r s 
(12-33-3-3) 
on Sunday 
afternoon at 
Total Mortgage 
Arena.

From the game’s onset, 
T-Birds starting netminder 
Vadim Zherenko was dialed 
in, as he fended off a fero-
cious first-period barrage as 
the Isles launched 15 shots 
at the Springfield net. De-
spite managing only five at-
tempts at the opposite end, 
the T-Birds kept the game 
even heading into the sec-
ond.

For a second straight 
day, the T-Birds offense 
came to life in the back end 
of the middle frame, begin-
ning with Otto Stenberg 
cashing in for the game’s 
opening marker at 11:05. 
Hugh McGing gathered 
the puck behind the goal 
line and slipped it into the 
left circle for a pinching 
Anton Malmstrom. The 
Springfield defenseman’s 
shot glanced off Henrik 
Tikkanen before coming to 
rest in the crease for Sten-
berg, who tapped it into the 
yawning net to give Spring-

field the 1-0 lead. 
Both teams exchanged 

unsuccessful power plays 
during second-period 

action, but a strange 
sequence of 

events at 
5-on-5 re-

sulted in 
the next key 

moment in the 
game. It began 

at the 17:27 mark 
when Matthew Peca one-
timed a pass from MacK-
enzie MacEachern from the 
right-wing circle. The cap-
tain immediately celebrat-
ed what he believed to be 
a goal, but referees deemed 
it hit the crossbar, and play 
continued. Just seconds lat-
er, Brian Pinho beat Zhe-
renko on a breakaway at 
the opposite end of the rink, 
and the Isles believed they 
had tied the game, 1-1.

After a replay review, 
the officials determined that 
Peca’s shot did, indeed, find 
the back of the net, and as 
a result, the Pinho goal was 
wiped away, and Spring-
field had the 2-0 lead head-
ing into the third.

Despite what has been 
a difficult season, the last-
place Islanders refused to 
waver in the third. Eetu Li-
ukas finally solved Zheren-
ko with a perfectly placed 
wrist shot from the left side 

Thunderbirds get 
big win in shootout

Please see T-BIRDS, Page 10
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spotlight
SMALL BUSINESS 

GREAT SELECTION OF USED VINYL & CDS
We Feature Rock, Pop, Indie & Alternative, Jazz, Reggae, 

Metal, R&B/Soul, Dance/Funk, Post Punk and more.
We Sell Vintage Stereo Equipment

NOW IN 2 LOCATIONS!

raspberriesrecords.com

207 Winsor St., Ludlow
413-610-0950

48 Shaker Rd., E. Longmeadow
413-278-1145

Heavenly InspirationsInspirations
Flowers • Gifts 

Collectibles • Gourmet
Ted Metayer, Jr./Ted Metayer III

Owners/Designers

64 East Street, Ludlow, MA 01056
(413) 547-6164 • (888) 248-1901

theodoremetayer@yahoo.com
www.heavenlyinspirationsflowers.com

YOUR AD COULD BE HERE!
Run twice each month
on the Spotlight Page.

Pay $40/week & get the
Quarter Page Ad FREE!  

5 times throughout the year!
Call Jocelyn at 413-575-4197 or 

Email: jwalker@turley.com 
for more information.

Live ♥ Laugh ♥ Love
Dance with us!

www.alegriadance.com
debnunes@alegriadance.com

658 Center Street
Ludlow

413-583-2321

SPORTS

STAFFORD SPRINGS, 
CT – Since beginning his 
racing career at Stafford 
Speedway in the Leg-
end Cars division in 2014, 
Danbury, CT native Teddy 
Hodgdon has enjoyed more 
than just a small amount 
of success.   Hodgdon won 
5 races in the Legend Cars 
division before moving 
into the SK Light division, 
where he won 6 races in 2 
seasons along with the 2019 
track championship.   Hodg-
don began racing his family 
owned #55 Montanari Fuel 
open modified car in 2022 
and in 17 starts at Stafford, 
Hodgdon has 8 top-5 and 10 
top-10 finishes.   But with 
finishes of 16th, 16th, and 
24th  in his 3 career NAPA 
Spring Sizzler® starts, he 
has yet to taste success in 
“The Greatest Race in the 
History of Spring.”

“It’s really just how 
things have played out for 
us,” said Hodgdon.   “The 
first year we raced the Siz-
zler® it was one of our first 
races with the open style car 
so you can chalk that up to 
beginner’s luck and then the 
last couple races have just 
been wrong place, wrong 
time for us with incidents or 
we had a bad pit stop.   The 
cards have definitely not 
fallen our way the last cou-
ple years so hopefully we 
can get that turned around 
this season.”

Hodgdon appeared to 
have his Sizzler® luck turn 
for the better in the 2024 
edition of the race by win-
ning his 40-lap NAPA Duel 
qualifying race that put him 
on pole position for the 
100-lap main event.  A mid-
race incident that collected 
Hodgdon relegated him to a 
24th  place effort after run-
ning in the top-10 for the 
first half of the race.

“It definitely stinks not 

having a good showing at 
the Sizzler®, especially last 
season when we won the 
Duel race,” said Hodgdon.    
“We thought we were going 
to have a good shot at win-
ning the race last season, 
but for whatever reason we 
can’t seem to capitalize on 
the big races at Stafford like 
we can with the races in the 
summer months.  We have a 
little different game plan on 
what we’re going to do this 
year and with the Sizzler® 
format changed from the 
last couple years, the race 
will be more like a standard 
show and we’re better at 
those.”

The 2025 edition of the 
NAPA Spring Sizzler® will 
see the race format go back 
to being a one-day event 
with qualifying heat rac-
es setting the starting grid.   
Hodgdon thinks going back 
to the one-day format will 
be a benefit for him and his 
team as well as other drivers 
who will make up the start-
ing field as well as the fact 
that he and his team skipped 
out on traveling to New 
Smyrna in Florida to con-
centrate on their northern 
racing efforts.

“With the old race for-
mat, you had to focus on the 
Duel race one day and then 
the Sizzler® on the second 
day where this new format 
is just one day with standard 
heat races and then go fea-
ture racing,” said Hodgdon.   
“I think the newer format 
works a lot better for a lot 
of the drivers, myself in-
cluded.   I think this year by 
not going to Speedweeks 
and focusing on the north-
ern part of our schedule, we 
won’t be rushing anything 
and we’ll be able to pinpoint 
some details in order for us 
to have success at the start 
of the season.”

Like much of the field, 

Hodgdon has an extensive 
background at Stafford that 
he can lean on in terms of 
putting the correct setup in 
his #55 car.   While Hodg-
don and the #55 team have 
showed that their car is 
quick at Stafford, they’re 
still searching for ways to 
make their car even faster 
while trying to eliminate an 
issue they had with long run 
speed.

“Everyone is striving 
to be better and we cer-
tainly are hoping we can 
make the car better,” said 
Hodgdon.   “It seems like 
our long run speed last 
year didn’t seem quite as 
right as it had the last cou-
ple seasons at Stafford, so 
that’s what we’re working 
on.   If we can have a good 
long run car, then we should 
be right there at the end of 
the race.   We were great in 
time trials and in heat rac-
es, but it would seem like 
always right around lap-40 
the car would start to fall on 
its face.   Stafford has been 
my home track forever and 
I have a million laps there 
and I love the place, it’s just 
getting there and executing 
on all fronts.   We need to 
make sure the setup and the 
tires on the car are good and 
our pit stops are where they 
need to be.   Hopefully ev-
erything can come together 
for us and we can knock one 
out this year.”

The 53rd Annual NAPA 
Spring Sizzler® is set for 
April 26-27. The NAPA 
Spring Sizzler® kicks off 
on Saturday, April 26, with 
feature events for the Late 
Model, Limited Late Model, 
and Street Stock divisions, 
along with SK Light qual-
ifying duel races that will 
set the field for an extra-dis-
tance 30-lap feature event 
on Sunday, April 27.

CHARLESTON, SC  – 
The  Worcester Railers 
HC  (24-23-2-4 54pts) lost 
to the  South Carolina Sting-
rays  (33-13-3-2, 71pts) on 
Sunday afternoon by a fi-
nal score of 3-0 in front of a 
crowd of 4,503 at the North 
Charleston Coliseum.

The Railers are back 
on the ice next at the DCU 
Center taking on the Bloom-
ington Bison on Friday, Feb-
ruary 28th, at 7:05 p.m. for 
Monkey Wrenches weekend.

Jamie Engelbert (1-0-1) 
opened up the scoring with 
a goal for the Stingrays ear-
ly in the second period. 8:35 
into the third period Alexan-
der Suzdalev(1-0-1) netted 
another goal for the Sting-

rays increasing their lead to 
2-0. The Stingrays kept their 
momentum going with a goal 
late in the third period by 
Tyler Weiss (1-0-1) which 
would be the final goal of the 
game to give the Stingrays a 
3-0 win over Worcester.

Neither team was able to 
get the puck in the net in the 
first period. Hugo Ollas had 
11 saves on 11 shots while 
Garin Bjorklund had 7 saves 
on 7 shots. The score was 0-0 
going into the second period.

The Stingrays struck 
first with a goal from Jamie 
Engelbert (14th) just 2:18 
into the second period, plac-
ing a shot perfectly over the 
glove hand of Ollas to score 
what would eventually be 

the game-winner. This was 
the only action in the second 
period, while South Carolina 
out shot the Railers 15-4 in 
the second.

Alexander Suzdalev 
(10th) gave the Stingrays a 
2-0 lead over the Railers in 
the third period. The Sting-
rays continued their scoring 
with a goal by Tyler Weiss 
(14th) who finished off a 
rebound along the far side 
on a wide open net. Weiss’ 
goal was the final goal of the 
game giving the Stingrays 
a 3-0 victory over the Rail-
ers. The Railers outshot the 
Stingrays 12-11 in the third 
period.

Hodgdon looks for big impact 
in NAPA Duel qualifying race

Railers get shutout win in road finale

at 10:13 of the final period, 
setting the stage for a chaot-
ic finish to regulation in a 2-1 
game.

After Springfield killed 
off one Islander power play, 
Tikkanen raced to the bench 
in the final minute, and with 
a cavalcade of bodies around 
the slot, Sam Bolduc found a 
home for a point wrist shot at 
19:07, and the game was tied 
heading into overtime, 2-2.

The Islanders had most 
of the high-danger chanc-
es in the 3-on-3 period, but 
Zherenko locked back in and 
answered the bell on three 
Bridgeport attempts while 
getting a break as Bolduc 
rang a shot off the post. 

Peca got the T-Birds 
off on the right foot in the 
shootout, beating Tikkanen 
through the right armpit to 
give Springfield the edge. 
Zherenko took care of mat-
ters from there, stopping 

Matt Maggio and William 
Dufour before getting an as-
sist from the post on Chris 
Terry’s attempt to push the 
shootout into a fourth round. 
The shootout triumph was 
Springfield’s first away from 
home since Dec. 31, 2022. 

Winners of three straight, 
the T-Birds continue their 
five-game road swing on 
Friday night when they visit 
the Hartford Wolf Pack for 
a 7:00 p.m. puck drop at the 
XL Center.

T-BIRDS from Page 9

so much for adults and se-
niors, we want to make sure 
people come to get a fuller 
understanding of the things 
we offer. We want to make 
sure people know how the 
club benefits the whole com-
munity.”

Senator Jake Oliveira and 
State Representative Aaron 
Saunders will be at the club 
at 12:30 for opening remarks, 
and Jardine invited residents 
to spend the rest of the time 
exploring the club and the 
different games and activities 
that will be going on.

“In every room, there will 
be something happening,” 
Jardine said.

Besides the presentations 
by the Hubbard Memorial 

Library and Lupa Zoo, there 
will also be a photobooth 
from After Hours Events, and 
yoga with Allegra Yoga Stu-
dio.

Over 75 years, the Boys 
and Girls Club has made im-
provements to keep up with 
the needs of the modern fam-
ily. Jardine had a lot of praise 
for the club’s ability to adapt 
to better offer its services to 
the community.

“One of the things that 
the club is so great at is 
continuing to evolve to 
support families’ needs as 
they change,” Jardine said. 
“Whether it’s changing our 
hours for the summer camp 
program because parents 
go to work earlier, or offer-
ing different programs like 
STEAM, we keep the pro-
grams fresh.”

Jardine said that the club 
partners with community re-
sources that adults benefit 
from to offer things like fit-
ness classes, personal train-
ing, and pickleball, which 
she said has been a huge 
draw for the community. 

There is no RSVP re-
quired for the kick-off event, 
so anyone interested in see-
ing what the Boys and Girls 
Club has to offer can come 
to the Randall’s Community 
Center on Saturday, March 1, 
from 12 to 4 p.m.

In addition, the club will 
be holding multiple events 
throughout the year in the 
hopes of raising $75,000 to 
support projects the club will 
be undertaking, including 
tournaments of basketball 
and pickleball.

ANNIVERSARY from Page 1

support community journalism
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THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST 
OF LATTER DAY SAINTS

584 West St., Ludlow
413-583-8454

S Sunday services 
Sacrament Meeting 10- 11 A.M.

Sunday school for adults, Young single adults( 18-30) 
and teens ( 11-18 )- 1st & 3rd Sunday of

 the month  from 11-12 noon
Adult Religious/Marriage and Parenting  for Women- 

2nd & 4th Sunday of the month from 11-12 noon
Adult Religious/Marriage and Parenting for Men- 2nd 

and 4th Sunday of the month from 11-12 noon
Classes for Single Adults(18-30)- 2nd & 4th Sunday 

of the month -11- 12 noon
Classes for Young Men( 11-18)- 2nd & 4th Sunday

 of the month 11-12 noon   
Classes for Young Women ( 11-18)- 2nd & 4th Sunday 

of the month - 11-12 noon
Children’s classes: Sunday school & singing time 

every Sunday( 3-10 )  11- 12 noon
Nursery providedfor ages 18 month- 3 yr

CHRIST THE KING CHURCH
41 Warsaw Ave., Ludlow

413-583-2630
Pastor Rev. Raymond A. Soltys

Saturday Vigil Masses – 5 p.m. and 6:30 p.m.
Sunday Masses – 7:30 a.m.; 8:45 a.m. (Polish); 

10 a.m. and 11:15 a.m.
Sunday Evening Mass – 5:30 p.m.

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION CHURCH
25 Parker St, Indian Orchard,

413-543-3627 
Very Rev. Piotr Calik

Office Hours: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, 
Thursday, 9 a.m. —1 p.m.

CLOSED FRIDAY
MASS SCHEDULE

Saturday Vigil Mass: 4:15 p.m.
Sunday Mass; 8:45 a.m. (English), 10 a.m. (Polish)

Weekday Mass: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thurs-
day – 7:45 a.m. (English)

First Friday Mass: 5:30 p.m. (Polish/English)
First Saturday Mass: 9 a.m. (Polish/English)

Confessions: Saturday - 3:15–4 p.m.

ST. ELIZABETH PARISH
191 Hubbard St., Ludlow

413-583-3467
Pastor – Rev. Msgr. Homer P. Gosselin
In Residence – Rev. Norman Bolton

Deacons: Normand Grondin, Thomas Rickson, 
Keith Davies  

Office Hours: Monday – Friday 8 a.m.-4 p.m.
stelizabethludlow.org

Like us on Facebook   Follow us on Instagram   
Check out our Parish App

OUR LADY OF FATIMA PARISH
438 Winsor St., Ludlow

413-583-2312
Father Pedro DeOlivera

Office hours: Monday - Thursday 9:00  a.m.
to 5:00 p..m.,  closed 1:00 p.m.-2:00 p.m.

Sunday Masses – 9 a.m. (Portuguese); 
11 a.m. (English)

Monday and Wednesday Morning 
Masses – 8:30 a.m. (Portuguese) 

Tuesday and Friday Masses – 5:30 p.m. (Portuguese)
Saturday Vigil Mass – 4 p.m. (English)

First Saturday of the Month – 8:30 a.m. 
For more information, visit 
ourladyoffatimaparish.org. 

 FIRST CHURCH IN LUDLOW
   859 Center St. Ludlow

    413-583-3339
Reverend Darcy Borden, Pastor

Office hours Monday & Wednesday 10 am to 2 pm
Available by appointment at other times

Sunday worship at 10 am alternating weekly with 
         Grace Union Church, Wilbraham

Call or check Facebook or the website for the 
schedule of worship and events

Service live-streamed at 10 am on Facebook 
https://www.facebook.com/firstchurchludlow

Website: www.ludlowfirst.com 

ORCHARD COVENANT CHURCH
95 Berkshire Street

Indian Orchard, MA 01151
413-543-4204

Revs. Karen and Nick Munn, pastors
Sunday School for all ages, 9:45 a.m.

Worship in person, 11 a.m.
Or watch our livestream. 

See our website for more information: 
orchardcovenant.org.

FAITH COMMUNITY CHAPEL
A Church of the Nazarene

485 East St., Ludlow, MA 01056 413-583-7875
Email: FCCLudlow@GMail.com

Lead Pastor: Reverend Lisa Morrison
Associate Pastor: Gary Coombs

Discipleship Groups 9:45 a.m. Worship Service 11 a.m.
OTHER PROGRAMS

MONDAYS at 6:30 p.m. H.O.P.E. Meeting Recovery 
Meetings for those with addictions, anxiety, and grief 

SMC. Call 413-519-4591
TUESDAYS at 7 p.m. ZOOM Bible Study

RIDAYS Children’s After School Club (pre K through 
teens) 5-6:30 p.m.

STS. PETER AND PAUL UKRAINIAN 
CATHOLIC CHURCH

45 Newbury St.
Ludlow, MA 01056

Phone: 413-583-2140
Pastor: Father Andriy Krip

Liturgy schedule:
Wednesday 9 a.m., Friday 9 a.m.

Rosary for Peace in Ukraine
  on Wednesday at 6 p.m.

John C. Bal, 67, passed away unexpectedly at home on 
February 21, 2025. Born in Ludlow on April 26, 1957 to the 

late Walter and Sophie (Gumula) Bal, 
he was a lifelong Ludlow resident. 
John’s career as a clinical engineer at 
Baystate Medical Center spanned 45 
years. His work was a source of great 
pride, and he took immense satisfac-
tion in knowing that his efforts con-
tributed to the well-being of countless 
patients. Beyond his professional life, 
John enjoyed being outdoors garden-
ing or fishing.

He leaves to cherish his memory, 
his wife of 42 years, Jeanne (Avery) 

Bal; his son, Drake Bal of Ludlow; his brother, Alexander 
“Skip” Bal and his wife Lynn of Ludlow; his nieces and neph-
ews, Rebecca Mathison, Kimberly Bal, Ashley Chawdury, 
Hayley Sherrill, Dylan Sherrill, and Kyle Gauthier; his God-
son, Kenneth Gauthier III; a sister-in-law, Cheryl Sherrill and 
her husband Jc; a life-long friend, Cheryl Snyder, along with 
other extended family members and many friends and col-
leagues.

All services for John are private. In lieu of flowers, dona-
tions in recognition of his proud, longtime service to Baystate 
may be made to Baystate Health Foundation, 280 Chestnut 
St., Springfield, MA 01199 or online at baystatehealth.org/
foundation. To offer condolences online to the family, please 
visit www.nowakfuneral.com.

John C. Bal, 67

OBITUARY

Turley Publications 
offers two types of 

obituaries.

One is a free, brief 
Death Notice listing 

the name of deceased, 
date of death and 

funeral date and place.

The other is a Paid 
Obituary, costing 
$275, which allows 
families to publish 

extended death notice 
information of their 
own choice and may 
include a photograph. 

Death Notices & 
Paid Obituaries 

should be
submitted through a 

funeral home to:
obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made 
only when the family

provides a death certificate 
and must be pre-paid.

Obituary 
Policy

The Ludlow Register

DEATH 
NOTICE
Bal, John C.

Died Feb. 21, 2025
Services are private.

Nowak Funeral 
Home

DIRECTORY

LUDLOW MEMORIAL COMPANY INC.
Celebrating over 60 Years in Business ~ The Trusz Family

❖ Benches ❖ Statues ❖ Monuments ❖ Custom Design Work
❖ Plot Maintenance ❖ Bronze Plaques ❖ Cleaning ❖ Markers ❖ Vases 

❖ On-Site Lettering ❖ Restorations ❖ Cemetery Signage ❖ Granite Signs
201 East St., Ludlow, MA 01056 ❖ www.ludlowmemorialcompany.com

413-589-7564 Office ❖ 413-589-7588 Fax ❖ 413-531-5360

MEMORIALS

haluchsmemorials.com

Cemetery Memorials ✦ Markers
Granite Benches

Religious Statuary ✦ Outdoor Display

RAY HALUCH INC.
1014 Center St  ❙  Ludlow, MA  ❙  583-6508

Do you have a local 
event or activity to publi-
cize? Please send the infor-
mation as either a Word doc 
or plain (no bold text or oth-
er formatting) email text (no 
PDFs, please and do not use 
all uppercase (i.e. UPPER 
CASE) by 5 p.m. Friday. At 
least two weeks prior to the 
event is encouraged. Send 
your community events to 
pressreleases@turley.com. 

ONGOING
FOOD DRIVE 
BI-MONTHLY

On the first Saturday of 
each EVEN month (Feb-
ruary, April, June, August, 
October, December) First 
Church in Ludlow, 859 
Center St, collects non-per-
ishable foods. From 
10 a.m. to 1 p.m., drive 
through the back park-
ing lot. We will take 
your donations out of 
your car & bring them to the 
Community Survival Center 
to be distributed to those in 
need. Bring all food items 
to drop off at our next 
Food Drive on Feb.  1. 
Thanks for your generosity.

FREE CLOTHING. 
Every Tuesday from 9 to 11 
a.m., in the school building 
located behind Crossway 
Christian Church, 2230 
Main St., Three Rivers. 
Clothing from baby through 
adult. Current, seasonal 
clothes in all sizes. Bags are 
provided for easy shopping. 
For more information call 
Donna, (413)478-0768.

SENIOR BINGO: 
Hosted by the Indian Or-
chard Citizens Council 
3:30-5 p.m. every Monday. 
Free to play with great priz-
es. For more information, 
call 413-209-8240.

THRIFT SHOP: Now 
open at St. Gregory Arme-
nian Church, 135 Goodwin 
Street, Indian Orchard, 9:30 
a.m.-12:30 p.m. every Sat-
urday offering quality items 
at affordable prices. Gen-
tly- used clothing and ac-
cessories, household items, 
books, children’s items, col-
lectors’ items and more are 
available. For more informa-
tion, call the church office at 

413-543-4763.

CHESS CLUB: Open 
to residents of all surround-
ing communities 5:30 p.m. 
every Tuesday at the Indian 
Orchard Citizens Council, 
117 Main St. For more in-
formation, contact the IOCC 
at 413- 209-8240 or indi-
anorchardcitizenscouncil@
gmail.com or stop in during 
operating hours. Follow the 
IOCC on Facebook and In-
stagram.

LUDLOW SENIOR 
CENTER 55 AND OVER 
CO-ED VOLLEYBALL 
LEAGUE: At East Street 
School on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays from 5:30-7:30 
p.m. the cost to take part is 
$5 per year. For more infor-
mation contact Maria Ar-
dolino, activities director at 
activity@ludlow.ma.us or 
call 413-583-3564.

AQUACISE AT THE 
CLUB: The Ludlow Com-
munity Center/Randall Boys 
& Girls Club, at 91 Claudi-
as Way, continues to offer 
Aquacise throughout the 
week. Aquacise is a low-im-
pact, full-body workout per-
formed in the water to put 
less stress on your joints 
and muscles while build-
ing strength. Classes are 
open to all members with 
pool-inclusive memberships 
and do not require prior reg-
istration. Classes are held 
8:30-9:15 a.m., Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays and Thursdays. 
For questions, call 413-583-
2072, ext. 124.

SUPPORT FOR FAM-
ILY MEMBERS: The Mi-
chael J. Dias Support Group 
meets 6-7:15 p.m. on the 
second and fourth Tuesday 
of the month at Our Lady of 
Fatima Parish Center. Edu-
cation, resources, peer sup-
port, and hope for parents 
and family members coping 
with a loved one with a sub-
stance use disorder. Anyone 
needing help is welcome to 
attend. Masks are required 
and we will be seated six 
feet apart. For more infor-
mation, call Maureen at 
413-563-6226.

H.O.P.E. RECOV-
ERY GROUP: Having 
Our Pathways Encouraged 

meetings are for those who 
have experience with ad-
dictions, grief, anxiety and 
depression, (including anx-
iety and depression due to 
COVID-19) and for loved 
ones who might need help 
in their recovery. This group 
is also for those who can 
help lead others in their re-
covery by example. This 
meeting in no way replaces 
professional therapies. It is 
a time for sharing strength, 
encouragement and hope. 
No fees. Bring your own 
non-alcoholic beverage. 
Pre-packaged snacks are 
available. Small group struc-
ture based on basic Chris-
tian principles, concept, 
purposes and confidentiality. 
COVID-19 guidelines are 
observed. Masks required. 
6:30-8 p.m. every Mon-
day at Fellowship Hall in 
Faith Community Chapel, 
485 East Street in Ludlow. 
Parking lot behind Chapel. 
Fellowship Hall entrance at 
back of Chapel. Seating is 
limited. To reserve yours, 
call 413- 519-4591.

QUABBIN VALLEY 
TWIRLERS If you missed 
the first lessons in the fall, 
now is the time to give your-
self a gift of dancing enjoy-
ment for the coming holiday 
time. Do you want some 
exercise, mental acuity, and 
lots of fun with great peo-
ple? Try our national folk 
dance, square dancing with 
the Quabbin Valley Twirlers. 
They dance in Belchertown 
and Ludlow with Sunday 
and Wednesday evenings 
available. For more informa-
tion, call Gloria or Fran at 
413-467-3352. 

BIBLE STUDY: A 
weekly Bible study led by 
Ludlow resident Hank Bas-
tos takes place at 7 p.m. on 
Wednesdays at 485 East St., 
Ludlow. Call 413-348-6487 
for more information.

SHARE YOUR 
SIGHT: Volunteer to read, 
shop or walk with a blind 
or vision impaired person 
in your community. Call the 
Massachusetts Association 
for the Blind and Visually 
Impaired at 1-888-613-2777 
for details.

DATEBOOK

STURBRIDGE — Old 
Sturbridge Village welcomes 
February with new events, a 
new exhibit, and many favor-
ite programs returning this 
month.

February’s Homeschool 
Day will be on Feb. 28. Ho-
meschool Day is an educa-
tional opportunity for stu-
dents to explore the Village 
and participate in hands-on 

workshops, scavenger hunts, 
and self-guided exploration. 
February’s Homeschool Day 
celebrates Black History 
Month. Students will learn 
about the valuable contribu-
tions that people of color had 
in the 19th century on art, 
cooking, and written word.

For event details and tick-
ets, and additional informa-
tion, visit OSV.org.

OSV announces February 
Events and Programs

whether these rate increases 
are justified. 

“Time and again, we see 
profits prioritized over the 
well-being of Massachusetts 
families,” said Oliveira. “We 
cannot allow utility compa-
nies to impose unpredictable 
and excessive financial bur-
dens on ratepayers without 

proper oversight. The DPU 
must act now to protect con-
sumers and ensure fairness in 
energy pricing.” 

As winter continues, Ol-
iveira and the legislators are 
calling on the DPU to take 
immediate action to hold 
Eversource accountable and 
implement measures that 
prioritize affordability for all 
Massachusetts residents.

ENERGY from Page 8

REGION – The Polish 
Junior League of Massachu-
setts has announced that it 
will be awarding scholar-
ships again this year for col-
lege students of Polish Heri-
tage. 

Scholarships will be 
awarded to undergraduate 
students, and one scholarship 
will be granted to a graduate 
or returning student. Appli-
cation information and forms 

may be obtained at www.pol-
ishjuniorleaguema.org/appli-
cations.

Deadline for receipt of 
application materials is May 
1, 2025.

Selection is based upon 
financial need and academic 
achievement.

Applications are available 
online at www.polishjunior-
leaguema.org/applications.

Polish Junior League of Mass. 
awarding scholarships
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MAXIMUM EFFICIENCY. EXTRAOR-
DINARY performance. Central Boiler 
certified Classic Edge Titanium HDX OUT-
DOOR WOOD FURNACE. Call today 413-
296-4320.

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor 
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products 

(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  Call (508) 882-
0178.

WANTED TO BUY

ANTIQUES AND 
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks, 
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive, 
fire department, masonic, license 
plates, beer cans, barware, books, 
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more Donald 
Roy (860) 874-8396

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming 
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster 
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates. 
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell 
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plaster 
repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & complete 
finishing. All ceiling textures. Fully insured. 
Jason at Great Walls. (413)563-0487

STORAGE: FREE MONTH! Secure 
gate access, well lit. Great prices. Call Se-
cure Storage at 413-800-6278 for your 
free month.

ELECTRICIAN

NEED AN 
ELECTRICIAN?

Look no further! 
PJ’s Electrical offers fast 
and reliable electrical services 
for your home or business. 
Call now for a FREE estimate!

(413) 366-1703
LICENSED & INSURED

HEATING &        
AIR COND.

KELLUM HEATING & COOLING 
LLC. Licensed, insured HVAC Technician, 
30 years experience, repairs, full and 24 
hour emergency service. 413-275-4408.

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENT 
SPECIALIST

Decks, porches, repair service, roofing and 
siding contractor. Tim 413-563-2229. 
Licensed/insured. 35 year construction 
supervisor.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile, 
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding, 
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

RLH ENTERPRISES

Home improvements, restorations, reno-
vations. Fully insuredd. HIC license. (413) 
668-6685.

WALKER HOME IMPROVEMENT
Interior and exterior: Carpentry, wood-
working, porches, stairs, patios, win-
dows, doors, painting, drywall, clean 
outs. Competitive pricing. References. 
Please call Brendan at 413-687-5552.

INSTRUCTION
FADER’S FITNESS 

“We can always work something out.” 
Offering tailored exercise and nutrition ser-
vices for adults, specializing in active and 
static exercise. Fully certified in personal 
training and nutrition and insured in the 
state of MA. Call 914-708-7849 or send 
inquiries to faderci@gmail.com

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING

Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16 
room. Very neat, references, prompt ser-
vice call (508)867-2550

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING & 
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations, 
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen & 
Bath remodeling.  30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505 

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned, 
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  Family owned/
operated since 1950   (413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

LOCAL TREE SERVICE
looking for climber and ground person. 

Must have driver’s license in 
good standing. 

Call 413-507-1949.

SCHOCHET IS
CURRENTLY HIRING!

We are currently accepting resumes for an 
Experienced Property Manager or 
Asst Property Manager  at  Weldon 
House in Greenfield, MA. Weldon House 
is a 105-unit elderly/disabled apartment 
community with a Section 8 project based 
subsidy program.  
3+ years of prior multifamily property man-
agement experience, strong knowledge 
of Section 8 program. COS designation 
required and ARM designation preferred. 
Able to motivate and manage property 
management staff and have excellent orga-
nizational, interpersonal and communica-
tion skills. Excellent benefits package and 
competitive salary.
Interested and qualified candidates, please 

submit resume to: 
careers@schochet.com.

Pre-employment background check & drug 
test required. EOE

For more information on this
position please contact 

Robin @ 617-398-5144
schochet.com

The Town of Russell Sewer/Water 
Department is accepting résumés for 
the full time position of SEWER/ WA-
TER OPERATOR  at Town of Russell 
WWTP, 200 Main Street, Russell, 
MA   01071-0131 or email russellw-
wandw@townofrussell.us.   
Applicants will need a Grade 4 Wastewater, 
1T Water, and a 1D Water licenses or the 
ability to acquire them.

Inquire at office or thru email.

Worthington Police 
Department

Full-time Police Officer

The Worthington Police Department is 
seeking qualified candidates for Full-time 
Police Officer. 
Applicants must be a minimum of 21 years 
of age or older, a U.S. Citizen and possess 
a valid driver’s license. They should also 
have a high school diploma/GED, license 
to carry and be certified by Massachusetts 
Municipal Police Training Committee and 
be POST certified.  

This is a benefited position with a salary 
range of: $52,000.00 - $75,733.00.
The successful candidate shall be highly 
motivated, self-disciplined, possess a com-
munity policing philosophy and live in or 
near Worthington.  
This position has the potential to be elevat-
ed to Police Chief. 

Send letter of interest, resume and 
three references with relevant

 contact information to:
Worthington Police Department

 P.O. Box 247
 Worthington, MA  01098

Or via email to:
sboard@worthington-ma.us

Subject line: Employment

Responses will be accepted and reviewed 
until the position is filled.

The Town of Worthington is an 
Equal Opportunity Employer

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES AUTO

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

Call Your Local Turley Publications Sales Representative For Information And Rates On Advertising Your Tax Service Here
CALL 413-283-8393 TO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY!

TAX TIMETAX TIME
20252025

CHANTEL BLEAU
ACCOUNTING SERVICES

For Full Accounting & Tax Service
Registered Tax Return Preparer

413-967-8364
228 West St., Ware, MA 01082 Call For An 

Appointment

The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer.
For more information on tax preparers go to irs.gov.

Call your local Turley Publications
sales representative for information and

rates on advertising your tax service here!

413-283-8393

Personal & Small Business Federal & All States

IRS Certified Tax Preparers
Independently owned  and operated. Over 25 years experience.

1622 B North Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069
www.FastTax-MA.com

Free E-File & Direct Deposit

413-348-2279

Personal, Business, Corporate and Partnership Tax Filing

Bookkeeping and Accounting Services
Trusted Experts Since 1995

Specializing in Tax Preparation & Representation
Business & Personal

Visit our Website; www.ajefinancial.com
364 East Street, Ludlow, MA

413-589-1671

588 Center Street
Ludlow, MA 01056

www.ajefinancial.com
(413)589-1671

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status (number of 
children and or pregnancy), national 
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

WE GET RESULTS!

Post your 
job openings 

in our 
classifieds. 

Classified 
Advertising
DEADLINE
MONDAY AT NOONFRIDAY AT 2PM
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NOTICES
LUDLOW 

PLANNING BOARD
LEGAL NOTICE

SPECIAL PERMIT
ESTATE LOT 

The Ludlow Planning Board 
will hold a public hearing in 
Ludlow Town Hall, Selectmen’s 
Conference Room on Thursday, 
March 13, 2025, at 7:35 p.m. 
on the application of James A. 
Nawrocki for the property locat-
ed at 0 Lyon Street Ludlow, MA 
(Assessors’ Map 20, Parcel 4C) 
for: estate lot. 

If for any reason this hearing is 
cancelled, it will be rescheduled 
to Thursday, March 27, 2025.	
	

Raymond Phoenix
Chairman

02/26, 03/05/2025

NOTICE OF 
PLANNING BOARD 

HEARING
Relative to

PROPOSED ZONING 
BYLAW AMENDMENTS

Pursuant to G.L. c. 40A, § 5
LEGAL NOTICE
ZONE CHANGE

The Planning Board of the 
Town of Ludlow will hold a pub-
lic hearing to discuss proposed 
amendments to the town’s zon-
ing bylaws. The public hearing 
will be held as follows:
Place: Ludlow Town Hall, Se-

lectmen’s Conference Room, 3rd 
floor
Date: Thursday, March 13, 2025
Time: 7:20 p.m.
Applicant: S & C Investors, 

LLC
Location: 0 West Street (Asses-

sors’ Map 9, Parcel 5)   
The subject matter of the pro-

posed amendment is as indicated 
below. The complete text relative 
to the proposed amendments is 
available for inspection on the 
Planning Board web site: www.
ludlow.ma.us/html/planning. 
Zone Change Requested from: 

Agricultural to Industrial C
Reason for Requested Change: 

Parcel abuts properties zoned In-
dustrial C.

Raymond Phoenix, Chairman
If for any reason this hearing is 

cancelled, it will be rescheduled 
to Thursday, March 27, 2025.
02/26, 03/05/2025

Ludlow 
Conservation Commission

LEGAL NOTICE
The Ludlow Conservation 

Commission will hold a Public 
Hearing under W.P.A. (M.G.L. 
Ch. 131, § 40) and Town of 
Ludlow Bylaws, Chapter XV, in 
Ludlow Town Hall, 3rd floor, Se-
lectmen’s Conference Room, on 
Wednesday, March 5, 2025, at 
6:40 p.m. on the Notice of In-
tent application of Danill Gera-
simchuk, for the property located 
at 715 West Street (Assessors’ 
Map 8, Parcel 1L). The subject 
of the hearing is: construction 

of garage, driveway, swimming 
pool & retaining wall.

If for any reason this hearing is 
cancelled, it will be rescheduled 
to Wednesday, April 2, 2025.

Angela Tierney
Chair

02/26/2025

TOWN OF LUDLOW
 Public Hearing

Tuesday, March 18, 2025
5:55 PM Town Hall
488 Chapin Street, 

Ludlow, MA
Proposed FY25 CDBG 

Application
 The Ludlow Board of Select-

men will conduct a public hear-
ing on March 18, 2025 at 5:55 
PM at the Town Hall, 488 Chap-
in Street, Ludlow, MA and via 
cable television or live stream. 
Instructions are available on the 
town’s website. You may also 
access the meeting by audio by 
calling 1-617-758-8793, attend-
ing via Uber conference.

The public is encouraged to 
attend this hearing to discuss the 
Town’s FY25 application to the 
Massachusetts Executive Office 
of Housing and Livable Commu-
nities for up to $850,000 in avail-
able Community Development 
Block Grant Funds. All persons 
with questions or comments re-
garding the grant application will 
have an opportunity to be heard. 
Those unable to attend can send 
written comments to the Ludlow 
Town Administrator, 488 Chapin 
Street, Ludlow, MA 01056, Attn: 
Marc Strange

The Town is encouraging in-
put on community needs and 
projects which would benefit 
from grant funding. The projects 
currently being considered are 
the Robert Street Neighborhood 
Infrastructure Improvement 
Project Phase II, and Housing 
Rehabilitation Assistance Pro-
gram. Additional projects may be 
discussed and may be included in 
the grant application.

The Town Hall is handicapped 
accessible. Persons who require 
special accommodations for the 
hearing should contact the town 
at least one week prior to the 
hearing date at (413)-583-5600 
ext. 1200. For further informa-
tion contact Sarah Maroney at 
PVPC at (413) 781-6045 or sma-
roney@pvpc.org.
02/26, 03/05/2025

NOTICE OF 
MORTGAGEE’S 

SALE OF REAL ESTATE 
By virtue and in execution of 

the Power of Sale contained in a 
certain mortgage given by The-
resa Rodrigues to Wells Fargo 
Bank, N.A., said mortgage being 
dated July 6, 2007, and recorded 
in the Hampden County Registry 
of Deeds in Book 16802, Page 94, 
assigned to Nationstar Mortgage, 
LLC dba Champion Mortgage 
Company by Assignment dated 

October 18, 2017 and recorded 
in the Hampden County Reg-
istry of Deeds in Book 21906, 
Page 35, assigned to Secretary 
of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment by Assignment dated Sep-
tember 28, 2018 and recorded in 
the Hampden County Registry of 
Deeds in Book 22382, Page 73, 
assigned to GITSIT Solutions, 
LLC by Assignment dated Jan-
uary 26, 2024 and recorded in 
the Hampden County Registry 
of Deeds in Book 25335, Page 
64, assigned to Queen Equi-
ties, LLC by Assignment dated 
July 2, 2024 and recorded in the 
Hampden County Registry of 
Deeds in Book 25480, Page 178 
of which mortgage the under-
signed is the present holder, for 
breach of the conditions of said 
mortgage and for the purpose of 
foreclosing, the same will be sold 
at Public Auction at 11:00 A.M. 
on Thursday, March 14, 2025, 
upon the premises described in 
said mortgage, namely 22 Essex 
Street, Ludlow, Hampden Coun-
ty, Massachusetts, all and singu-
lar the premises described in said 
mortgage, to wit:

The land in Ludlow in the 
County of Hampden, bounded 
and described as follows: 

Beginning at an iron bar in 
the Easterly side line of Essex 
Street, said iron bar being dis-
tant Northerly One Hundred 
Ninety-two (192.0) feet from a 
stone bound at the intersection 
of the Northerly side line of State 
Street and the Easterly side line 
of Essex Steet; thence running 
Easterly Ninety (90.0) feet to an 
iron bar at land now or formerly 
of one Mezeas; thence turning 
an angle of 90 degrees and run-
ning Northerly along land of the 
aforesaid Mezeas Fifty (50.0) 
feet to an iron bar; thence turn-
ing an angle of 90 degrees and 
running Westerly Ninety (90.0) 
feet to an iron bar in the Easterly 
side line of Essex Street; thence 
turning an angle of 90 degrees 
and running Southerly along the 
aforesaid street line Fifty (50.0) 
feet to the point of beginning, the 
last described line forming an 
angle to 90 degrees with the line 
first described.   Containing Four 
Thousand Five Hundred (4,500) 
square feet, be any or all of said 
measurements more or less, or 
however otherwise said premises 
may be measured, bounded and 
described. 

Being the same premises 
conveyed to the Mortgagor and 
Antonio Rodrigues by deed of 
Fernao Rodrigues and Anto-
nio Rodrigues dated August 28, 
1972 and recorded at the Hamp-
den County Registry of Deeds in 
Book 3731, Page 362.  Antonio 
Rodrigues died on December 6, 
2006.

Property Address:  
22 Essex Street
Ludlow, MA 01056

Said premises will be sold sub-
ject to and/or with the benefit of 
any and all rights, rights of way, 
restrictions, easements, improve-
ments, covenants, outstanding 

tax title, municipal or other 
public taxes, assessments, liens 
or claims in the nature of liens, 
rights of parties in possession, 
and existing encumbrances of 
record created prior to the mort-
gage, if any there be, whether or 
not reference to such restrictions, 
easements, improvements, liens 
or encumbrances is made in the 
Deed. 

No representations, express or 
implied, are made with respect to 
any matter concerning the prem-
ises which will be sold “as is”.

The successful high bidder 
will be responsible for paying the 
Massachusetts State Documenta-
ry Tax Stamps, all closing costs 
and all recording fees.

TERMS OF SALE:  The high-
est bidder in the sale shall be re-
quired to deposit cash, bank trea-
surer’s check or certified check 
in the amount of TEN THOU-
SAND DOLLARS ($10,000.00) 
at the time and the place of the 
sale of the premises to qualify as 
a bidder (the present holder of 
the mortgage is exempt from this 
requirement) to be held by the 
Mortgagee.  The successful bid-
der will also be required to de-
posit an additional sum equal to 
ten percent (10%) of the amount 
bid less the $10,000.00 deposit 
(but no less than $10,000) with 
the Mortgagee’s auctioneer, Aar-
on Posnik & Co., Inc., 31 Capital 
Drive, West Springfield, Massa-
chusetts 01089 or the Mortgag-
ees attorney as may be directed 
within five (5) days of the date of 
the sale to be held by the Mort-
gagee, and the balance of the 
purchase price shall be paid in 
cash, certified or bank treasur-
er’s check at the closing which 
shall occur within thirty (30) 
days after the date of foreclosure 
sale, time being of the essence, 
unless the Mortgagee agrees oth-
erwise.  The successful bidder at 
the sale shall be required to sign 
a Memorandum of Terms of Sale 
containing the above terms at the 
auction sale.

In the event that the successful 
bidder at the public auction shall 
default in purchasing the within 
described property according to 
the terms of this Notice of Mort-
gagee’s Sale and/or the terms of 
the Memorandum of Sale exe-
cuted at the public auction, the 
Mortgagee reserves the right, at 
its election, to sell the property 
to the second highest bidder at 
the public auction provided that 
Mortgagee, in its discretion, may 
require (1) said second highest 
bidder to deposit the amount of 
the required deposit as set forth 
herein within three (3) business 
days after written notice to the 
second highest  bidder of the de-
fault of the previous highest bid-
der, (2) the second highest bidder 
to execute a Memorandum of 
Sale, and (3) the closing to occur 
within twenty (20) days of said 
written notice, time being of the 
essence unless the Mortgagee 
agrees otherwise.  The Mortgag-
ee reserves the right to sell any 
parcel or any portion thereof 

separately, or in any order that 
Mortgagee may choose and/or to 
postpone this sale to a later time 
or date by public proclamation at 
the time and date appointed for 
the sale and to further postpone 
any adjourned sale date by pub-
lic proclamation at the time and 
date appointed for the adjourned 
sale date.

Other terms, if any, to be an-
nounced at the time and place of 
the sale.

The description for the prem-
ises contained in said mortgage 
shall control in the event of a 
typographical error in this pub-
lication.

Queen Equities, L.L.C.,
Present Holder of said  

Mortgage
By

David A. Lavenburg, 
Its Attorney

BACON WILSON, P.C.
33 State Street

Springfield, MA  01103
413-781-0560

02/12, 02/19, 02/26/2025

TOWN OF LUDLOW
LEGAL NOTICE

The Ludlow Board of Se-
lectmen has scheduled a Public 
Hearing on Tuesday, March 
18, 2025, at 5:45 p.m. in the 
Selectmen’s Conference Room, 
Town Hall, 488 Chapin Street 
Ludlow, MA on the application 
of Matthew Oquendo for a new 
Class III Motor Vehicle License 
for T&J Auto Body to be located 
at 239 Hubbard Street, Ludlow, 
MA 01056.  

Derek DeBarge, Chairman
Ludlow Board of Selectmen

02/26, 03/05/2025

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Division
Docket No. 

HD25P0240EA
Estate of: 

Joseph V. Gotta
Also Known As: 

Joseph Gotta
Date of Death: 6/24/2023 
INFORMAL PROBATE 

PUBLICATION NOTICE
To all persons interested in the 

above captioned estate, by Peti-
tion of Petitioner Kevin N. Got-
ta of East Longmeadow, MA

a Will has been admitted to in-
formal probate.

Kevin N. Gotta of East Long-
meadow, MA

has been informally appointed 
as the Personal Representative of 
the estate to serve without surety 
on the bond.

The estate is being adminis-
tered under informal procedure 
by the Personal Representative 
under the Massachusetts Uni-
form Probate Code without su-
pervision by the Court. Inventory 
and accounts are not required to 
be filed with the Court, but inter-
ested parties are entitled to no-

tice regarding the administration 
from the Personal Representative 
and can petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the estate, in-
cluding distribution of assets 
and expenses of administration. 
Interested parties are entitled 
to petition the Court to institute 
formal proceedings and to obtain 
orders terminating or restricting 
the powers of Personal Repre-
sentatives appointed under in-
formal procedure. A copy of the 
Petition and Will, if any, can be 
obtained from the Petitioner. 
02/20/2025

TOWN OF LUDLOW
LEGAL NOTICE

You are hereby notified that 
a PUBLIC HEARING will be 
held at the Town Hall, Select-
men’s Conference Room, 488 
Chapin Street, Ludlow, MA 
01056 on Tuesday, March 18, 
2025, at 5:35 p.m.

Upon petition of VERIZON 
to locate poles, wires, cables and 
fixtures including necessary an-
chors, guys and other such sus-
taining and protecting fixtures to 
be owned and used in common 
by your petitioners, along and 
across the following public way 
or ways.

Guertin Avenue: to place (1) 
jointly owned mid-span pole 
numbered Pole T.9 ½ /E.1M on 
the south side of Guertin Av-
enue at a point approximately 
one hundred seventeen (117) 
feet easterly from the centerline 
of Arthur Street. The new pole 
will also be located ninety-six 
(96) feet easterly from existing 
Pole T.10/E.1 and ninety (90) 
feet westerly from existing Pole 
T.9/E.2. The request was initi-
ated by Eversource to upgrade 
services, strengthen the existing 
pole line and to provide for the 
distribution of intelligence and 
telecommunications and the 
transmission of high and low 
voltage current.   

Derek DeBarge, Chairperson
Manuel Silva

James Gennette
Antonio Goncalves

William Rosenblum
Ludlow Board of Selectmen

02/26, 03/05/2025

Public Notice 
CHANGES
Deadline has 
changed to 
FRIDAY 
at 3 p.m.

www.turley.com

The Register seeks Experienced Writers/
Journalists to produce news and/or feature
stories of local interest for various towns and cities.

• Must be dependable, professional and able to 
     meet strict deadlines
• Salary based on a flat rate by story and photo

Send writing samples with resume to

Deanna Sloat
24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069

or email directly to
dsloat@turley.com

newspaper
correspondent

OPPORTUNITY

Public Notices
ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3
Public notice deadlines are Friday at 3 p.m.

Please check 
the accuracy of 

your legal notice 
prior to submis-
sion (i.e., date, 
time, spelling).

Also, be sure 
the requested 

publication date 
coincides with 

the purpose of the 
notice, or as the 
law demands.

Thank you.

HOLYOKE —The Holy-
oke Community College 
Foundation has begun accept-
ing scholarship applications 
for the 2025-2026 academic 
year on Tuesday, Jan. 21. The 
application deadline is Fri-
day, March 14.

Last year, the HCC Foun-
dation awarded 388 scholar-
ships worth about $350,000 
to 323 incoming, current, and 
transferring HCC students. 
Some students received mul-
tiple scholarship awards. The 

average scholarship award is 
typically around $900.

Students must be current-
ly enrolled at HCC or have 
been accepted for the upcom-
ing academic year to be eligi-
ble for scholarships.

“While the recent 
launch of MassEducate, the 
state’s free-community-col-
lege-for-all program, has 
made HCC accessible to 
more individuals, that only 
means we have a greater re-
sponsibility to ensure stu-

dents make it to the finish 
line,” Sbriscia said. “Tuition 
and fees represent only a 
portion of the cost of being 
a college student today, and, 
oftentimes, a donor scholar-
ship can truly change a stu-
dent’s life.”

Applicants need only to 
fill out a single online form 
to be automatically matched 
with the scholarships they 
are most qualified to receive. 
There are scholarships for 
new students, current stu-

dents and students transfer-
ring to other institutions, 
scholarships based on finan-
cial need, scholarships for 
students in specific majors, 
scholarships for residents 
of certain communities, and 
scholarships that recognize 
academic achievement.

To view scholarship op-
portunities and begin the ap-
plication process, please go 
to www.hcc.edu/scholarships.

Last January, HCC 
opened a dedicated Scholar-

ship Resource Center to help 
current and incoming stu-
dents navigate the process of 
applying for scholarships and 
filling out the FAFSA (Free 
Application for Federal Stu-
dent Aid). The office, located 
on the first floor of the Dona-
hue Building (Room 158) is 
open Monday through Friday, 
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

The HCC Foundation is 
a 501(c)(3) that works to ad-
vance the college’s mission, 
vision, and values. Found-

ed in 1968 as the Friends of 
Holyoke Community Col-
lege, in response to a dev-
astating fire that forced the 
college to rebuild on a new 
campus, the Foundation now 
manages assets of more than 
$20 million, the largest com-
munity college foundation 
endowment in Massachusetts.

Questions should be di-
rected to the HCC Founda-
tion office at 413-552-2182, 
or by email to scholarships@
hcc.edu.

Holyoke Community College scholarship season now open
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DL&G
TREE

Tree  
Removal  

■ 
Structural 
Pruning

■ 
Crane 

Service
■ 

Storm 
Damage

■ 
Stump 

Grinding
■ 

Lot 
Clearing

Give us a call for your free estimate 
and tree evaluation

DL&G
TREE

INSURED AND CERTIFIED

413-478-4212

DL&G TREEDL&G TREE


