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Town Administrator gives
overview of FY27 budget

By Amanda Munson
Staff Writer
amunson@turley.com

LUDLOW - On Feb. 11,
Town Administrator Marc
Strange presented an over-
view regarding the process of
municipal budgeting, an up-
date on the Town’s Fiscal Year
2027 budget, and remaining
decisions on budget options.
Please note, there will be no
proposition two and a half
override request, no trash fee
increase, no free cash to bal-
ance the budget, and a seven
and a half percent health in-
surance increase.

Overview of Municipal

Revenue Sources

The property tax levy,
which is the primary reve-
nue source and most signif-
icant for the Town, provides
reliable funding for essential
services and municipal oper-
ations. This includes residen-
tial, commercial, industrial,
and personal property; limited
by Proposition two and a half
due to the constraints on the
amount of levy raised by the
Town and on how much the
levy can be increased from
year to year.

Sourced by Mass.gov, a
levy limit is a restriction on

the amount of property taxes a
community can levy and there
are two restrictions: a com-
munity cannot levy more than
two and a half percent of the
total full and fair cash value
of all taxable real and person-
al property in the community,
also called the levy ceiling.
Second, a community’s levy
is also constrained by a cer-
tain amount from year to year.
The levy limit will always be
below, or at most, equal to the
levy ceiling.

Essential funding comes
from state aid and consists of
both unrestricted and restrict-
ed program aid. This helps
fund various municipal ser-
vices like education, public
safety, and infrastructure im-
provements.

Diverse revenue streams
like local receipts, which in-
clude revenue generated local-
ly from excise taxes, licenses,
fees, and permits allow the
Town to enhance public ser-
vices and invest in communi-
ty initiatives. Local receipts
include motor vehicle excise
taxes, permitting fees, depart-
mental revenue, investment
income, PILOT, payments

Please see FY27 BUDGET,
Page 8
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President/GEQ Josue Irizarry was proud to help LCC in assembling the gift bags for homebound seniors.

Ludlow Cares assemble bags to deliver to
homebound senior residents for Valentine's Day

By Amanda Munson
Staff Writer
amunson @turley.com

LUDLOW - Spreading
joy beginning at the Boys &
Girls Club, all the way to the

doorsteps of homebound se-

niors, the Ludlow Cares Co-
alition came together to as-
semble homemade gift bags
to be delivered right before
Valentine’s Day. Inside the
bags was a letter from the
LCC volunteers, students,
and board members stating

the following, ‘On this day
of friendship and love, the
volunteers and student-led
groups of the Ludlow Cares
Coalition want to send you
our warmest wishes. You are
a vital part of the fabric of
our Town, and it is our ab-

solute honor to bring a little
extra joy to your doorstep
today. We hope this small
token brings a smile to your

Please see LUDLOW
GAHES, Page 6

Strange talks budget process, municipal revenue at public forum

By Amanda Munson
Staff Writer
amunson@turley.com

LUDLOW - During the
evening of Feb. 11, Town
Administrator Marc Strange
shared the overview of the
budget forum with residents
and afterwards, was ques-
tioned by them on various

Town issues. Looking around,
many residents had notebooks
and their phones out trying to
write down and understand
how this Fiscal Year 2027
budget would impact them in
the future.

During the presenta-
tion, Strange was questioned
heavily on topics that he
couldn’t answer at that time,

so The Register reached out
to Strange in hopes to clar-
ify and mitigate any confu-
sion on what was brought up
during the question portion
of the night. Questions and
comments revolved around
the conditions of the roads,
recreation department, health
insurance splits, an ambu-
lance fund, and lack of rep-

resentation from Eversource
at meetings to help residents
read their electricity bills.

On the Town website, the
budget forum was described
as a high-level overview of
the budgeting process, sourc-
es of municipal revenue,
recent funding trends, and
exploration of several out-
standing decisions to be made

before we present the FY27
budget proposal to the Select
Board in Mar. The meeting
can be found on LudlowTV
and an overview article in this
edition of The Register.
Strange began, “I would
like to thank all the residents
who attended the public bud-
get forum as well as those
who watched online. Public

participation is so important
to the Town’s processes and
allows decision makers to
make better informed deci-
sions. Some of the topics that
were more deeply discussed
were the following:
Recreation Director: The

Please see FUHUM,
Page 10

Robbin Lamorder and Fatima were happy to be together celebrating Valentine’s Day.
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Day lunch, music by Atoa Ripley

By Amanda Munson
Staff Writer
amunson@turley.com

LUDLOW - A day before
Valentine’s Day, the Ludlow Se-
nior Center held a lunch that had
everyone dancing! The annual
Valentine’s Day lunch is to cele-
brate the love day together and to
remind everyone that they’re never

too old for love.

With music by Atoa Ripley,
who entertained the crowd with
romantic favorites and classic love
songs everyone in the room re-
membered and sang along to; the
room was full of smiles, reds, and
pinks. For lunch, members were
served ranch chicken, au gratin

potatoes, and peas.

The ice sculpture outside of the
Senior Center was made by Billy

Poe from Modern Ice.
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Blind date with a book was a hit
at Hubbard Memorial Library

By Amanda Munson
Staff Writer
amunson@turley.com

LUDLOW - Wrapped in
paper, concealing what book
was inside, the Hubbard Li-
brary on Feb. 13 had a variety
of books to choose from for
tweens and teens to create a
unique reading experience.
From marvelous to myste-
rious books, each book was
wrapped by the youth room
staff and given a brief de-
scription, so young patrons
had a small idea of what book
they were bringing home.

Speaking with Youth Ser-
vices Assistant Kristin San-
tos, who was showing off the
upcoming events the depart-
ment has been planning and
coordinating for the warmer
weather, she shared that the
blind date with a book event
has been very popular. For
example, the book descrip-
tions had offbeat characters,
suspenseful quests, madcap
mystery, and imaginative fun.

Another book had a de-
scription of moving, realistic
fiction, and dealing with bul-
lies. This trend is popular in
bookstores, but unique to li-
braries in the sense that if the
patron doesn’t like the book,
they’re able to return it.

The concept came from
blind dates being unaware of
what the person looked like,
and with books, it’s a great
way to introduce new authors,
genres, and titles that patrons

Turley photo by Amanda Munson

Patrons were able to read the brief description and take home
the library book, not knowing the book’s title before checking out.

may have overlooked in the
past based off simply the ti-
tles or book covers. Surprised
by the popularity, Santos
mentioned she’s had to wrap
more books since they keep
flying off the shelves.
Upcoming activities for
the youth room are in Mar.,
where families can start dec-
orating the eggs for the an-
nual ‘Eggstravaganza’ and

creating their own pie plates
for Pie Day. Weekly activi-
ties and events can be found
in Hubbard Happenings. For
adult programs, a unique
program is the sound heal-
ing with Mystic Willow on
Feb. 28 and a history of Lud-
low cemeteries at the end of
March.

For more, visit the library
website.
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Get to know new Police Chief Mike Brennan

By Amanda Munson
Staff Writer
amunson@turley.com

LUDLOW - Following
his official appointment as
police chief, The Register
met up with Mike Brennan
to learn more about his jour-
ney to the Town of Ludlow,
what his goals and aspira-
tions are as chief, and the
legacy he hopes to leave
behind. Beginning at his
appointment at the Select
Board meeting a few weeks
ago, Brennan began an in-
terim position working as a
provisional police chief for a
few months starting in Aug.
while also still operating as a
lieutenant.

After completing the as-
sessment for the chief posi-
tion in Nov. 2025, Brennan
shared that he performed
well and was able to appear
on the civil service active
list, where the Select Board
reviewed Brennan’s work as
provisional police chief and
determined to make Brennan
a permanent appointment.

When  asked  about
how he felt about the re-
cent assessment, Brennan
commented that he felt he
performed well and was re-
lieved to get through it.

“At the Select Board
meeting, the questions they
were asking were topics re-
volving around issues in
criminal justice, especial-
ly as a chief you need to be
familiar with. Even with
the assessment, they would
throw you in an incident and
see how you would manage
it. There are things you need
to be familiar with and be
able to perform, understand
those topics that can impact

the department, and
questions  revolving
around the Town of
Ludlow,” said Bren-
nan.

Brennan explained
that the time since
his appointment, ev-
erybody in  Town
and beyond has been

has
trust. I would
like to maintain
it and increase
it as much as
possible. I want
people to real-
ize that if they
come to us
with problems,

supportive, and the
transition into the role
was a natural progres-
sion. “It was nice to see ev-
erybody’s support; people
want to see me do well and
see the department do well;
that level of support is just
fantastic.

At the LPD, the officers,
supervisors, right down to
every dispatcher, records,
they make my life easy.
They want to do well, they
take pride in their work, and
it takes the stress right out of
my job because I have such
trust in their abilities and
they impress me every day.
Now it’s become permanent
and official!” said Brennan.

When asked about his
support at home, Brennan
smiled and shared that his
family has been great. “We
are now able to celebrate
it and it’s an achievement,
I think they’re very proud
of me. I know my parents
and my wife of course, my
children and my extended
family are happy for me.
It’s all really humbling, it’s
very appreciative and I am
very thankful,” said Bren-
nan.

Moving onto Brennan’s
goals as chief, overall, he
stated that he wants the
product that they put out to
be good. “We’re in such a
good place and I think that
our community knows and

Police Chief
Mike Brennan

we’re going to
take it serious-
y.

I think people want is
that their problem would be
taken seriously, that the right
amount of effort and intel-
ligence will be done, try to
see those things through, and
that if people are coming to
us with emergencies and
they’re looking for help...
having somebody take that
problem seriously or provide
whatever support they can
goes a long way,” said Bren-
nan.

Learning what origi-
nally got Brennan into po-
lice work, he stated that it
looked like such a challenge
and would learn more about
the society he lived in and
himself, saying that it was
a front row seat to the prob-
lems in the world. Studying
criminal justice as a student,
Brennan had an interest in
serving in the military, and
the rank and structure within
policing was interesting to
him.

“The mission essentially
drove me to what it is that
police officers do. I got to
the point where I didn’t see
myself doing anything else,
and I knew I could go in and
not look at it as a job; it’s
just something that I do.

I learn something new
every day, that’s the most
humbling part of law en-

a lot of

forcement. One of the other
aspects that drove me into
it was there wasn’t any rou-
tine; you’re doing something
new every day, maybe the
same types of things, but it’s
never the same.

At the same time, I was
going to school initially to
get my criminal justice de-
gree, | had been interested in
the army and was involved
within the ROTC program.
When I graduated, I received
my commission as a second
lieutenant in the army and
took a reserve commission,
because I knew I wanted to
go into law enforcement full
time.

I was in the army for nine
years and wanted to serve
my country, and then even-
tually focused on my law
enforcement career,” said
Brennan. Looking now at
the field of law enforcement,
Brennan shared that it’s a
field that you’re constantly
trying to earn people’s trust.
“People want to know that
the person that’s coming to
address the issue is going
to do it in the best way and
most professional way pos-
sible. That requires us to be
on the top of our games all
the time, and that requires
us to be mentally and physi-
cally fit, educated and highly
trained, to have pride in what
you do.”

Brennan ended by say-
ing, “Helping people is the
most rewarding part of the
job, knowing that I'm able to
come through and help at least
try to help solve somebody’s
problem. And when you're
able to achieve success, it’s so
rewarding and that’s why I be-
came a police officer.”

Parish Mission at St. Elizabeth Parish March 16-18

LUDLOW—Set sail with
us for a special Parish Mis-
sion as we dive deep into the
timeless story of Jonah. Jonah
is a story packed with drama,
suspense, divine plot twists,
and yes... one very famous

THE BEST GIFT?
EXCLUSIVE MEMBERSHIP AT
COUNTRY CLUB OF WILBRAH

fish. From stormy seas to sur-
prising second chances, Jo-
nah’s adventure will keep you
hooked from start to finish.
The mission will be held
from March 16 till March 18,
at 6:30 p.m. at St. Elizabeth

COMPETITIVE MEMBERSHIP RATES
FOR MUTLIPLE CATEGORIES RANGING
FROM CHILD (8-11), YOUNG ADULT,
INDIVIDUAL, FAMILY, COUPLE, SENIOR
AND MORE!

CHECK OUT OUR RATES AT:
WWW.CCOFWILBRAHAM.COM

WHY CHOOSE CCW?

Championship Golf Course that
has hosted MassGolf and USGA

Events!

Leagues for Women, Men,
Seniors and Couples

One of the areas best practice facilities
included in all membership categories -

Outside
available

Range

Memberships also

Parish in Ludlow.

Keith Messier (MAAT)
will Captain us through our
journey uncovering how Jo-
nah’s epic voyage mitrors our
own-complete with detours,
wake-up calls,

and God’s

JOIN TODAY AND

$100

relentless love chasing us
down. Come and be renewed
in faith as we discover that no
matter how far we run, God’s
mercy runs farther. All are
welcome-bring a friend!

RECEIVE A

Gift Card to

The Grille!
[ ]

A Watershed Moment

C4R promotes
conservation,
stewaraship and
enjoyment of rivers

By Keith Davies
Coordinator,
Chicopee 4 Rivers Water-
shed Council
Guest Contributor

wa-ter-shed ‘woder
SHed, ‘wider Shed noun

noun: watershed; plural
noun: watersheds

1. an area or ridge of
land that separates waters
flowing to different rivers,
basins, or seas.

e an area or region
drained by a river, river sys-
tem, or other body of water.

2. 2. an event or period
marking a turning point in
a course of action or state
of affairs.

“these works mark a
watershed in the history of
music”

Editor’s Note: This is
the first part in a multi-part
series about the Chicopee
4Rivers Watershed Council.

Just over a decade ago,
a small group of people
began to renew an idea: the
Chicopee Watershed and its
tributaries should be bet-
ter known and appreciated
by local residents and even
people beyond.

It was a watershed mo-
ment, meaning what hap-
pened could tip in one of
two directions: either peo-
ple engaged or did not.
Fortunately enough people
became involved.

The name of the idea
was the Chicopee 4Rivers
Watershed Council because
four rivers made up the wa-
tershed.

It was a slow but posi-
tive start, initial goals and

actions were modest. C4R
sponsored river area clean
ups, fun paddles, and a
modest six site sampling
program on two rivers.

By 2017 C4R had ex-
panded to 10 sites on all
four rivers and began to
lay out two paddling trails.
Things were progressing.

C4R has sampled up to
25 sites and has developed
two more Blue Trails. Yet to
continue to serve, it needs
help.

Then we hit some
bumps: COVID stemmed
momentum, how people
volunteer and commit to
things have changed and we
have found it more difficult
to continue progress. The
hope of maintaining C4R
as a voice for the watershed
and rivers has dimmed.

So, 2026 is a new water-
shed moment! Which way
things tip will depend on
if new and younger people
step forward.

Over the next two issues,
we will share C4R stories
and hopes to help people
see what has been done
and what the opportunities
are for a vibrant watershed
family.

For more information
about C4R and to get in-
volved, people may visit
www.cdrivers.org,  email
chicopeewatershed@gmail.
com, or mail C4ARWC, P.O.
Box 126, Three Rivers, MA
01080.

Murder mystery dinner March 7

LUDLOW—Ludlow  Li-
ons Club will once again host
a Comical Murder Mystery
Dinner, “One Slew Over the
Cuckoo’s Nest”. As you dine,
participate and interact with
Dr. Frigmand Zoid, whose pa-
tients think they are superhe-
roes and one is not too happy.

YOU become part of the
best Murder Mystery Party
ever. But this party just got
deadly! Join us for The Party
on Saturday, March 7 at Tony
and Penny’s Restaurant, 18

Canterbury St, Ludlow.

Doors open at 6 p.m. Din-
ner will be served at 6:30 p.m.
Cost is $49 per person or 2 for
$90. Cash Bar and Raffle.

Tickets can be purchased
through mail by sending a
check, made out to Ludlow
Lions Club, to 74 Ray St, Lud-
low or by visiting https://bit.ly/
LudlowLionsClub, or through
any Ludlow Lion.

Thank you for your
continued support. WE
SERVE.

Estate Planning

MARTA

» Wills

« Power of Attorney

+ Health Care Proxy

« Life Estates

« Declaration of Homestead

(413) 610-1122 » Fax: (413) 610-1126

77 Winsor St., Suite 202, Ludlow

LAW OFFICES

pmarta@martalawoffices.com

TOP DOLLAR PAID
CARS, TRUCKS & SUVs

GOOD OR JUNK
“WE COME WITH THE CASH”

Nate (413) 636-2929

D AND M AUTO
1422 Park St.
Palmer, MA 01069

Golf Shop - friendly staff
with the industries finest
equipment and apparel

Are you having difficulty communicating
with your partner, struggling with
boundaries, and healthy relationships?
We invite you to join us
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
to explore these topics and more.

Beautifully maintained course and

Easily accessible tee times exceptional dining experience!

throughout the season! . .
g Close knit community of members and

staff!

This group will be held in zoom, is
educational, confidential, and free.

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.

For more information please contact
our PGA pro:
Bobby Downes (413) 596-8887

896 Stony Hill Rd
Wilbraham, MA 01095
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Harris Brook students celebrated

Harris Brook tudents donned heart-shaped glasses in honor of

Valentine’s Day.

Valentine’s Day

Submitted photog

More students from Harris Brook Elementary holding
carnations and smiling with Principal Nikki Reed.

Random Acts oJf

y

By Barb Turcotte

Ray & Barbara Hand

This month the Random
Acts of Kindness is about the
Hands. Not literally hands,
but Ray and Barbara Hand
whose hands were very busy
as the parents of five children!
All their children are adults
with their youngest now el-
igible for Medicare! If you
haven’t guessed, the Hands
are in their mid-90’s and still
very active members of the
Keystone Commons commu-
nity where they’ve lived for
approximately two years.

Ray and Barbara met
while both serving in the Air
Force, he obtained the rank of
Staff Sargeant and she, Air-
man 2nd Class. While in the
service and after retirement,
they traveled to many places
including France, Germany,
England, Scotland, Wales,
Ireland and Holland where
they honeymooned. They’ve
also enjoyed traveling exten-
sively throughout our states.

Ray worked for various
companies in sales so was on
the road a lot, plus would take
on part-time jobs for extra
income. When the kids were
young, Barbara was a ‘stay at
home’ mom, then when they
were older, she went back to
work, eventually retiring from
Hasbro as a Product Manager.
She also started her own copy

writing service. She said, “I
have held numerous positions
in my life but being a home-
maker was one of the tough-
est. Bringing up five kids
born within seven years is
hard to describe.”

When the children were
younger, because Ray was
gone so often, they set up a
once-a-month family Sun-
day. They’d go hiking, check
out the parks or go watch the
planes come in at the airport.
Barbara said, “Those family
Sundays were wonderful.”

When I asked what their
secret was to their 73-year
marriage, they chuckled,
looked at each other in won-
derment and agreed there
were times when they weren’t
so sure they’d make it. They
also agreed, they always
wanted the complete family
dynamics for their kids, so
they just made it work. Barba-
ra also explained, “That was
back when only men were
considered heads of house-
hold, women homemakers,
and divorce or separation was
considered shameful, scan-
dalous and in many cases, a
mortal sin, no matter what the
cause.” But they also clarified
it was their humors and re-
spect for one another that kept
them together.

Barbara, who is mostly a
wheelchair user, is aided by
Ray to get to various plac-
es. They are very involved
with many of the activities
offered such as Jeopardy,
coffee chats, as well as Bar-
bara writing articles for the
monthly Newsletter.  She’s
also a published writer so a
great addition to the team.
They also enjoy the entertain-
ers who perform, and you can
see them singing along while
holding hands as they remi-
nisce about so many memo-
ries those tunes bring them.

Ray volunteered by coach-
ing various little league teams
over the years. He was a
crossing guard for many years
and also delivered ‘Meals
on Wheels’ for twenty of the
thirty years they lived in East
Longmeadow. Barbara was
very active in the community
as the children were growing
up, however, there wasn’t a
lot of spare time or energy af-
ter parenting all the kids.

Together, Barbara and
Ray also enjoyed playing ten-
nis and relished a good game
of golf. Barbara bragged at
what a good golfer Ray was
as he humbly admitted his
games were generally in the
80’s with a 14 or 15 handicap.
He worked as a Golf Rang-
er on a nine-hole golf course
that allowed him liberal ac-
cess to golfing. That might
explain why he was such a
good golfer, of course besides
his natural ability.

We talked about how
things today were so dif-
ferent than when they were
young parents, explaining
how money was always at a
premium. They shared how
Christmas meant one special
gift for each child and now

they see their grandchildren
with hundreds of dollars’
worth of gifts and their rooms
filled with all the latest gad-
gets. They also revealed that
they were both very strict par-
ents, justifying with so many
kids they had to be. They
said their children were and
are much more lenient, but
bragged what good children
their kids raised. They also
said their children have since
thanked them for their guid-
ance, always knowing they
were loved.

Their first son is also
named Raymond so if you
call Ray, you might get both
answering and if you call to
Barbara, you might also get
a response from their daugh-
ter-in-law, as Ray Jr’s wife
is also named Barbara. And
that’s just one of the funny
things about this very humor-
ous family. They all make
you want to be part of their
fun-loving crazy crew.

It’s pretty hard summariz-
ing over ninety years of living
and seventy-three years of
marriage to incorporate all the
wonderful gestures they’ve
extended, but hopefully I've
captured the essence of this
incredible couple.

If you'd like to share a
Random Act of Kindness sto-
ry or if this one has touched
you, please contact me at
bdt514@aol.com or 413-575-
9385. Who knows, you might
see your story, ‘Just ‘Cause’
you witnessed, you did or
maybe received something
nice being done for you.

See you soon with another
Random Act of Kindness! ~
Barb

DR. CHRIS LAVOIE
Lavoie Family Chiropractic
Exam & Six Treatments $285

Cell: 413-222-6841
Insurance Not Accepted

ACACIO SERRAZINA
Bricklayer/Mason

Masonry by Acacio

Chimneys, Walls and
Other Masonry Specialties
Cell: (413) 433-3238
Home: (413) 543-6773
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THE BEST FRESH

FOR FEBRUARY!

February Is National
Wild Bird Feeding Month

Buy Any Birdhouse Or Feeder

SAVE 20%

New To Birding ~
We Have Starter Kits!
Complete With Seed,
Birdhouses, Feeders

Beat The Winter Blues!
Colorful

Primrose
4 inch pots 4 Inch Pots

4 for $12 $4.99 ea

Presidents Week Special

Fresh Baked Apple
& Cherry Pies

10 INCH SIZE
$2 OFF Reg. Price

February 18th — 24th

Coffee Club Is Back!

BUY 10 CUPS OF COFFEE
GET ONE FREE
Enjoy Coffee, Fresh Cider Donuts & Lunch
In The Greenhouse Cafe
Randall’s Gourmet
Sandwiches & Paninis
“HOMEMADE” SOUPS & SALADS

Lenten Menus Every
Wednesday & Friday
Meatless Meals From Randall’s Kitchen
EVERY FRIDAY READY TO HEAT AND EAT

New England Baked Haddock
& Fresh Salmon

Clam Chowder &
Cheese Tortellini Soup

Boar's Head

Specials From The Deli

Pitcraft TUrkey ....ouursessrnesenns $13.99/1b
American Cheese......cuuessereen: $5.99/1b
TR 1] FO— A L]
Horseradish Cheddar Cheese..$8.99/1b

ALWAYS FRESH AT

631 CENTER ST., Route 21, Mass Tpke Exit 54
LUDLOW e 589-7071 e www.randallsfarm.net

WINTER HOURS: OPEN MON - FRI. 7AM - 8PM
OPEN SAT. & SUN. 7AM - 7PM

Find us on and

Units & Sizes Available:
Climate Controlled 5x10/10x10
Regular Units 5x10/10x10/10x15/10x20/10x30

COMPLETE
STORAGE

413-308-6904

148 Carmelinas Circle Ludlow, MA

Climate Controlled Units Available

Outside Parking Spaces Also
Available for Boats, RVs, Trailers, Etc.
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What are shallots, anyway?

Shortly after the two
part column on growing
onions, I received a ques-
tion about shallots.

My friend was looking
through a seed catalog and
wanted to know the ins and
outs of growing them. This
topic was a fun one for me
because it required some
research.

Can you believe that
the Garden Lady has nev-
er grown shallots before?
There is an explanation
why, with part of the rea-
son being that I am not
what you’d consider a fan-
cy cook, and shallots have
their place in fine dining.

The other reason is that
admittedly I never under-
stood the point of shallots
— aren’t they just small
onions? Why would you
buy something special for
a recipe if you had a good
old fashioned onion in the
pantry?

As all the cooks in the
audience gasp, let me qual-
ify that statement with the
fact that now I know better.

Shallots are slightly dif-
ferent plants from onions
scientifically. Whereas the
onion goes by the name Al-
lium cepa, shallots are what
you would call a cousin,
with the Latin name Allium
cepa gr. Aggregatum.

Although the flavor
hints of garlic (who is an-
other more distant cousin),
shallots are sweeter and
more mild than onions, and
are a staple in French and
Asian cuisine where they
can be used raw or cooked.
Think delicate sauces or
vinaigrettes.

I laugh when I picture
all of the onion family
members sitting around
at a party. You’d have the
gregarious onion, the bois-
terous garlic and then the
cultured shallot, wearing a
beret and speaking with a
French accent.

I’'m not sure why my
mind went there, but it was
a fun digression.

In terms of culture,
shallots are similar to on-
ions in that they can be
grown from both sets or
seeds. Seeds would be
started indoors anytime
now through March. Trans-
plants or sets are best plant-
ed in the garden as soon as
the ground can be worked,
usually early April.

Although shallots ma-
ture smaller than onions,
spacing should still be four-
six inches apart so that they
can size up to their full po-
tential. They are shallow
rooted, so supplemental
watering is a must.

When foliage reaches
12 inches, apply a mulch
around the base of each
plant to help conserve
moisture and cut down on
weed competition. Until

that point, cultivate careful-
ly by hand or pull individu-
al weeds as they pop up.

Like onions, scallions
begin to “bulb up” around
the time of the summer
equinox. Top dressing with
fertilizer at that time is a
smart idea.

As summer draws to a
close, shallots will exhibit
similar die back as onions,
whereby the tops begin to
fall over, indicating they
are ready for harvest. If the
weather cooperates, sun
cure on the ground or gar-
den path for a few days,
then move indoors to a spot
with good air movement to
finish the curing process.

Once necks have
shrunken and dried, cut the
tops off to about one inch
above the bulb and store in
mesh bags as close as you
can to the freezing mark
with ample humidity. One
interesting fact I learned
from Fedco Seeds (www.
fedcoseeds.com) is that if
you don’t have a room that
cold, humidity can be ad-
justed to make up the dif-
ference for proper storage.

For example, best case
scenario dictates that shal-
lots need 34 degrees at 66
percent humidity. Say the
coldest you can get your
storage spot is 55 degrees,
well then they would like
45 percent humidity. The
closest you can get it to add
up to 100 the better.

I wonder if this theory
holds true for other crops
in storage. My squash and
pumpkin aren’t the happi-
est this year, so maybe I
will look into how to ma-
nipulate the environment to
avoid some of the shrivel-
ing I am seeing.

Anyhow, I hope you
had a few chuckles reading
this column and that you
might feel inclined to give
shallots, that cultured onion
cousin, a try this gardening
season.

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge
School of Agriculture at the
University of Massachu-
setts. For 34 years she has
held the position of staff
horticulturist at Old Stur-
bridge Village. She enjoys
growing food as well as
flowers. Have a question
for her? Email it to poui-
mette @turley.com with
“Gardening Question” in
the subject line.

GUEST COLUMN

Care at home after the hospital

It’s usually good
news when the doctor
says you or a loved one
can come home from
the hospital. Some-
times, though, it’s a
mixed blessing.

Hospital discharge
sometimes means that
further hospital care
won’t improve some-
one’s health condition,
and the hospital is ea-
ger to get someone else
in that bed. People are dis-
charged faster these days, of-
ten with significant lingering
health issues that have to be
seen to.

In the hospital, there’s a
staff of nurses, nurse aides,
therapists and others to care
for you or a loved one. When
you get home, though, it’s just
you and maybe a spouse or
other family member. That’s
why the home health industry
is booming.

In 2020 (the most recent
data available), approximate-
ly 3 million patients received
home health care services in
the U.S., often following a
hospitalization or skilled nurs-
ing facility stay. They are be-
ing cared for by some 12,000
home health agencies, more
than 80 percent of which are
for-profit companies.

Home health is something
patient advocates know a lot
about — and there’s a lot to
know. Here are some of the
things I've learned over my
years as an RN and nurse ad-
vocate.

Prepare in advance
if you can

A best-case scenario is
that you know you’ll need
some help when you get
home. For every day you
spend in a hospital, you lose a
month of muscle tone and mo-
bility, so depending on how
long you’ve been hospitalized,
you may need considerable
help.

Will you need a walker or
wheelchair? Shower chair? A
first-floor sleeping arrange-
ment? A bedside commode?
These are all things that can
be planned for if you know
they’re coming. Very often,
hospitals have social workers
who help patients navigate
after-hospital care. Medi-
care has a thorough discharge
planning guide on its website;
search Medicare Publication
No. 11376 in your browser.

Other things to think about

your

Nnealth

By Teri (Dreher) Frykenberg, RN

Guest Column

are trip hazards like small pets
and throw rugs and having
some ready-made or frozen
meals on hand.
Arrange for help in advance,
too

A spouse may be standing
by, but they may need help
themselves. Adult children,
friends or neighbors may be
able to pitch in. If there’s no
one you can call on for help
— and more than 50 million
Americans over 50 are aging
on their own — it’s time to
contact a home health agen-
cy. A patient advocate, who is
likely familiar with the home
health landscape in your area,
is a good resource and go-be-
tween.

The cardinal rule is: Ask
for assistance when you need
it to avoid further complica-
tions from falls, lack of nour-
ishment or lapses in personal
care.

Understand what Medicare
covers

Home health care spend-
ing grew at an annual rate of
more than 10% in 2024 and
shows no signs of slowing
down. A significant chunk of
the spending in 2023 — $148
billion — was by Medicare.
But Medicare doesn’t cover
everything, so you may have
out-of-pocket expenses.

Medicare-covered  home
health services include skilled
nursing care, physical thera-
py, occupational therapy and
speech-language  pathology
services when ordered by a
doctor. Part-time or intermit-
tent home health aide care is
covered only if you're also
getting those services at home.

Skilled nursing care can
include wound care, injec-
tions, nutrition services and
monitoring unstable health
conditions. Medicare also
covers durable medical equip-
ment when prescribed by a
doctor, such as beds, walkers,
wheelchairs, pumps and oxy-
gen.

Medicare doesn’t pay for

24-hour a day care,

meal delivery, home-

maker services or per-
sonal care services
that help with bathing,
dressing,  grooming,
etc.
Questions to ask a

home health agency

There are a zillion
questions you could
ask, but I think these
are among the most
important:

How long has this agen-
cy been in business and is
it licensed to perform home
health care?

Can you provide referenc-
es, or can I speak with previ-
ous clients?

Do you accept long-term
care insurance, Medicare or
Medicaid? If so, do you bill
insurance, or do clients pay
you and then file for reim-
bursement?

How do you recruit and
select caregivers, and do you
perform background checks?

Are your caregivers em-
ployees or contractors? Are
they bonded?

Can I meet caregiver can-
didates and select the ones I
want?

What should I do if my
caregiver doesn’t show up as
scheduled?

How often is the care plan
reviewed?

How do I communicate
concerns and questions to
you?

Research has found that
patients who recover at home
have better outcomes, which
is why the hospital-at-home
movement is growing. So if
you’re going to be recuperat-
ing at your place, don’t go it
alone.

Teri (Dreher) Fryken-
berg, R.N., a registered nurse
and board-certified patient
advocate, is the founder of
www.NurseAdvocateEntre-
preneur.com, Which trains
medical professionals to be-
come successful private pa-
tient advocates. A Monson,
MA resident, she is the au-
thor of “How to Be a Health-
care Advocate for Yourself
& Your Loved Ones” and
her new book, “Advocating
Well: Strategies for Finding
Strength and Understanding
in Health Care,” available at
Amazon.com. Contact her at
Teri@NurseAdvocateEntre-
preneur.com to set up a free
phone consultation

I'm still working; Why didn’t my benefit amount increase
SOCIAL SECURITY

Dear Rusty:

I have been working
somewhat consistently since
commencing my Social Se-
curity benefit income. I've
been collecting since my full
benefit age of 66, approxi-
mately. I'm now 81 and cus-
tomarily, in about October
of each calendar year, Social
Security notifies me of addi-
tional benefits from my addi-
tional work. Not this year.

I earned some $18,000-
$19,000 in 2025. SS advised
I did not meet some 35-year

formula. I thought
that formula just
applied to the orig-
inal benefit calcula-
tion. Otherwise, one
seems cheated given
the SS taxes paid on

income received after ap-
plying for benefits without
any consideration for that in-

come. Please advise me.
Signed: Feeling Cheated

Dear Feeling Cheated:
For Your

By Russell Gloor

earnings are among
your highest. If so,
they will automat-

ically recalculate
[ ‘ ‘ your benefit to
& give you a higher

Information,
your Social Security benefit

is always based on the high-
est 35 years of your lifetime
earnings with your early
years’ earnings automati-
cally adjusted for inflation.
And that formula continues
even after you start receiving
benefits. Social Security will
look at your earnings each
year to see if your recent

amount and pay
you retroactively to the first
of that year.

Apparently, in past years,
your more recent earnings
were among the highest
over your lifetime, which is
why you received those no-
tifications in the fall of each
previous year saying your

benefit was adjusted based
upon recent earnings. That
you didn’t get a similar noti-
fication this year, means that
your earnings in 2024 were
not among the highest over
your lifetime, so no adjust-
ment to your monthly benefit
was appropriate.

Now, to clarify, those an-
nual notices you received in
the past always referred to

Please see SOGIAL
SECURITY, Page 10

REGISTER

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Letters to the editor should be 250 words
or less in length. No unsigned or anonymous
opinions will be published. We require
letter writers to include his or her town of
residence and home telephone number.
We must authenticate authorship prior to
publication.

We reserve the right to edit or withhold
any submissions deemed to be libelous
or contain unsubstantiated allegations,
personal attacks, defamation of character
and offensive language.

Al unknown or alleged facts and
quotations offered by the author need to cite
credible, unbiased sources.

Send letters to: The Register,
24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069 or
email theregister@turley.com.
The deadline for submissions
is Friday at noon.

SUBMISSIONS POLICY

Readers, local merchants, institutions,
municipalities, non-profit groups, and civic
organizations are strongly encouraged to
send The Register your hometown news
and photos. News items and press releases
should be sent via email to mharrison@
turley.com as an attachment AND pasted
directly into the email message screen.

Please send photo captions identifying all
subjects in your image(s) from left to right.

We need first and last name, hometown,
title if applicable, and a brief description of
what subjects are doing in the photo. Email
uncorrected, raw, RGB color digital photos at
highest resolution directly off your camera to
mharrison@turley.com.

Publicity chairpersons are encouraged to
send in news about upcoming fundraising
or other calendar events at least three
weeks before the event.

If you are having difficulty with a press
release or need help, please call (413) 283-
8393.

To send submissions by regular post,
mail to: The Register, 24 Water Street,
Palmer, MA 01069.
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ELECTION
LETTERS POLICY

The Register welcomes readers
to participate in this year’s election
campaigns by writing letters to the editor
for publication on these pages. Letters
of up to 250 words from local residents
endorsing candidates on the ballot or
discussing campaign issues should be
sent to The Register, care of Turley Publi-
cations, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069,
faxed to 413-289-1977 or emailed to
theregister@turley.com. Please include a
daytime telephone number for verification
purposes (it will not be printed). Letters
must be received by noon Monday to be
considered for that Thursday’s newspa-
per. No attack letters will be printed. No
letters written by candidates supporting
their own candidacy will be printed. If the
volume of letters received is larger than
the space available in the newspaper,
or if the letters become repetitive, the
newspaper reserves the right to print a
representative sample. No endorsement
letters will be printed in the last edition
before the election.
For more information, call the editor
at 413-283-8393.
Campaign news

As part of its election coverage, the
newspaper plans to print stories about
contested races for Congress, state
Senate, state House, district attorney
and Governor’s Council during the weeks
leading up to the election, as well as a
question-and-answer voters guide. In
order to ensure fairness to all candidates,
no political press releases will be printed,
nor will reporters cover political rallies or
fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to further publi-
cize their candidacy, beliefs and events
may contact advertising, 413-283-8393

about paid advertising in The Register.
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)W HWMW/Qat Hubbard Memorial Library
- v (04

To register for programs or find out
more information, visit ludlow.cwmars.
org, or call (413) 583-3408. Weather-re-
lated announcements for outdoor events
will be made on the library’s Facebook
page the morning of the program.

Library Hours: Mon 9-5, Tue 9-8,
Wed 9-5, Thu 9-8, Fri 9-5, Sat 10-2.
Closed Saturdays during the summer,
Sundays and holidays.

Friends of the Hubbard Memorial
Library, third Thursday of the month,
6:00 p.m. Get involved! Join the Friends
of the Library for their monthly meeting
and learn how you can help support the
library.

FOR ADULTS

Sound Energy Healing Series One
Saturday per month 10:30 AM. Sound
healing brings individuals into a state
of relaxation and rest. Enjoy an hour of
peace and calm while sitting or laying
on a yoga mat, absorbing the healing
vibrations from instruments such as the
quartz crystal bowls led by Mystic Wil-
low. Bring a yoga mat, towel, or some-
thing to lay on during the program and a
blanket to cover yourself up in. Dates:
2/28, 3/28, 4/25, 5/23, 6/13. Please reg-
ister on our website or by calling the cir-
culation desk. Sign-ups are for the indi-
vidual session, not the entire series.

Mass Center for the Book Monthly
Reading Challenge Each month, you’ll
be challenged to read a book based on
a chosen theme. Those who participate
will be entered to win a free tote bag full
of books! For more information and to
sign up, please visit https://www.mass-
book.org/readingchallenge-2

Chair Volleyball for Seniors, every
Thursday, 1:30 p.m. Have some fun

and join us for chair volleyball! No run-
ning or jumping required. Please sign up
on our website or by calling the circula-
tion desk at 413-583-3408. Walk-ins are
welcome.

Who picked this book? Book Club
Meeting, first Thursday of the month,
3:30 p.m. Join us for this month’s Who
picked this book? Book Club meeting!
You can pick up a copy of the book at
the circulation desk.

Happy Hour Book Club Meeting,
last Thursday of the month, 6:30 p.m.
Join us for this month’s Happy Hour
Book Club meeting! You can pick up a
copy of the book at the circulation desk.

FOR YOUTH

Bingo, Thursday, February 19,
3:00 pm. Youth ages 5 and up. Please
register.

Make a Glittery Star Bookmark,
Friday, February 20, 1:30 - 2:30 pm.
For youth of all ages. Drop-in.

Minecraft Club, Saturdays, Feb-
ruary 21, 28, noon to 1:50 pm. For
ages 7-11. We have Minecraft accounts.
Please register.

Frozen Movie Dress Up and Kara-
oke Sing Along, Saturday, February
21, 11:00 - 12:45 pm. For youth of all
ages and families. Drop-in.

Youth Chess Club, Mondays, (bi-
weekly) February 23, 3:30-4:30 pm.
Ages 9-17. Please register.

Storytime Series for ages 3-5;
There’s Magic in the Library, Mon-
days, February 23 & March 2, 10:00
am. Space is limited, please register.

Anime Club, (biweekly) Tuesday,
February 24, 3:30-5:00 pm. For middle
and high schoolers. Registration recom-
mended.

Sing With Me, Tuesdays, February
24,10:30 to 11:00 am. For 0-5s. Drop-
in.

Youth Crochet Club, Tuesdays, (bi-
weekly) February 24, 5:30-6:30 pm.
For ages 10-17. Please register.

Lego Build Challenge, every
Wednesday, February 25, 12:00 to
5:00 pm. All creations will be put on
display in the Youth Room for the week.
Drop-in.

Tween Graphic Novel Book Club,
Thursday, February 26, 5:00 - 5:45
pm. For ages 9-13. Please register.

Grow, Play & Learn Playgroup
for 0-2 year olds, Thursdays, Febru-
ary 26 (not February 19) 9:45 - 10:30
am. Sponsored by Pathways for Parents
CFCE. Please register.

Grow, Play & Learn Playgroup for
2-5 year olds, Thursdays, February
26, (not February 19) 10:45 - 11:30
am. Sponsored by Pathways for Parents
CFCE. Please register.

Online Gaming Club for YAs,
Thursdays, February 26, 3:30 - 5:00
pm. For ages 10-15. We have Minecraft!
Please register.

Tween Chaos Boardgame Club,
(biweekly) Fridays, February 27, 3:15
- 4:45 pm. For ages 10-14. Please reg-
ister.

“Read Between the Lines” High
School Book Group, Friday, February
27, 3:00 - 4:00 pm. Please register.

Watercolor Day, Saturday, Febru-
ary 28, 10:30 - 1:30 pm. For youth of
all ages. Drop-in.

Dr. Seuss Birthday Celebration
Scavenger Hunt, Monday, March 2,
all day. For youth of all ages. Drop-in.

Folded Magazine Butterflies, Tues-
day, March 3, 6:00 - 7:00 pm. For ages
5 and up. Drop in.

Pokemon Club, Wednesday, (bi-
weekly) March 4,18, 3:30 - 4:45 pm.
For grades 3-8. Please register.

Lunch Bunch, Wednesday, March
5, 11:00 - noon. For ages 15-36 mos.
Sponsored by Pathways for Parents
CFCE. Please register.

Shamrock Slime, Saturday, March
7, 11:30 am. For ages 6-12. Please reg-
ister.

Massachusetts Children’s Book
Award Book Group (MCBA), month-
ly, Thursday, March 12, 6:00 - 6:45
pm. Read 5 nominated books and vote!
Celebration with ice cream and photos
in the Register in April! Please register.

Nintendo Switch Night, (monthly)
March 17, 6:00 - 8:00 pm. For mid-
dle and high schoolers. There’s pizza!
Please register.

Daily Drop-In Crafts, all ages. DIY
crafts available in the Youth Room daily.
New craft each week.

Young Adult Volunteer Program,
ongoing. For 6th grade through high
school. Volunteer one hour a week in the
youth room. Please see our website cal-
endar for more information and to sub-
mit an application.

ALZHEIMER'S DISEASE:

The Latest Advances in Treatment, Care and Research

CHOOSE FROM ONE OF TWO SESSIONS!

Topics to be covered:

SN

How to tell the difference between normal memory loss with
aging vs onset of Alzheimer's

Signs to look for in a loved one

What to do when you suspect a memory problem
Treatments currently available to slow Alzheimer's
Resources available for dementia caregivers

THURSDAY, MARCH 5™

12:00 NOON | [ unch will be served

SATURDAY, MARCH 7™

FEATURED SPEAKER:

Dr. Joan Roche, PhD, RN, BSN, GCNS

Gerontological Clinical Nurse Specialist

12:00 NOON | [ unch will be served

LOCATION

Keystone Commons

460 West Street - Ludlow, MA 01056

Keystone Commons’ state-of-the-art memory preservation program

Holistic HarborsM™ is a deeply inclusive and holistic approach to Memory Care.

We provide all our Memory Care residents with physical exercise, stress
management and reduction, cognitive exercises, sensory activities, and meaningful
social and individual engagement. Our programming has been shown to not only
maintain but improve brain fitness, as well as general wellbeing as we age.

Keystone Commons has one of the only transitional Memory Care
Neighborhoods in the region.

Join Us For a Complimentary Lunch & Discover Keystone Commons!

IT'S OUR |
TREAT!

Sponsored by

Keystone
Commons

A Life Fulfilling Retirement Community

RSVP for yourself and a guest TODAY!

Reservations Required Space Is Limited

@ Info.KeystoneSenior.com/KC-March26 or (L) (413) 569-8010
460 West Street - Ludlow, MA 01056
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Welcome to the Ludlow Senior Center

Don’t let winter keep you away from
the Ludlow Senior Center! Gather with
friends in the Center’s beautiful dining
room and enjoy a delicious lunch com-
plete with coffee, tea, and dessert. To
join us, just call 413-583-3564 a day in
advance to reserve your $2 lunch (Call
Friday for Monday lunch).

February is Heart Health month so
there are several programs and events to
help you improve your heart health. Pick
up our monthly Newsletter at the Center
or share your email with us to have it de-
livered straight to your inbox. You can
also explore programs, find important
forms, and learn more about what a Se-
nior Center has to offer at ludlow.ma.us/
coa/. For the latest news and photos, be
sure to “like” the Ludlow Senior Center
on Facebook!

As the days grow colder, we look
forward to sharing warm meals, great
programs, and good company with you.
Please note that if the Ludlow schools
are closed or have a delay due to inclem-
ent weather, the Center will be closed
or have a delayed opening. Be sure to
check News 22 or 40 for delays or clos-
ings.

Activities Calendar:
Please register in advance for items
with*

Thursday, February 19

9 a.m. Tai Chi

9:30 a.m. Dominos

10:15 a.m. Mindful Meditation.
12:45 pm. Mahjong

2 p.m. Writers Block

2:30 p.m. Active Yoga

Friday, February 20

8:45 a.m. Boomer Bootcamp*

9 a.m. Reiki by Appointment*

10 a.m. Boomer Bootcamp*

10 a.m. Blook Pressure Checks

10 a.m. Ted Talk

1 p.m. Ceramics

1 p.m. Guidance by Li Grief Sup-
port*

1 p.m. Health Bones & Balance*

Monday, February 23

9 a.m. Knitting

9:30 a.m. Boomer Bootcamp*

10 a.m. Computer Help

10 a.m. Women of Togo*

1 p.m. Scrabble

1 p.m. Limitless Legends*

1:15 p.m. Pitch

1:30 p.m. Watercolor Pencil Class*
2:30 p.m. Zumba Gold

Tuesday, February 24
9 a.m. Quilting

9 a.m. Line Dancing
10 a.m. Cribbage

10:30 a.m. Gentle Yoga

1 p.m. Western Dance Class

1 p.m. Paraffin Wax Hand Treat-
ment*

1:30 p.m. Bingo

4:30 p.m. Power Pump

4-6 p.m. Tech Help by Appointment*

5 p.m. Movie: Sentimental Value
(2025)

Wednesday, February 25

8:30-9:30 a.m. Poached Eggs on
Ham/Toast Bkfst.

9:00 Zumba Gold

9 a.m. Facials by Appointment*

9 a.m. Ceramics

10:30 a.m. Healthy Bones & Bal-
ance™

12 p.m. Lunch & Learn*

1 p.m. Dominos

1 p.m. Movie: Sentimental Value
(2025)

1 p.m. Healthy Bones & Balance*

Thursday, February 26

9 a.m. Tai Chi

9:30 a.m. Dominos

10 a.m. Sunshine Painting Class*

10 a.m. MMWEC Talk*

10:15 a.m. Mindful Meditation.

12:45 p.m. Mahjong

2 p.m. Book Club: The Berry Pick-
ers/A. Peters

2:30 p.m. Active Yoga

*PLEASE register for Boomer Boot
Camp, Healthy Bones & Balance, Foot
Care, and other programs as noted by
calling 583-3564

Daily Events:

Café: Monday — Friday 8-11 a.m.

Exercise Room: Monday - Friday 8
a.m. — 3:30 p.m. Open until 6:30 p.m. on
Tuesday.

Open Billiards: Monday —Thursday 8
am. — 11 a.m. Fridays 8 am. — 4 p.m.
Tuesdays 4 p.m. — 7 p.m.

Menu:
Thursday, February 19: Birthday
Lunch! Salisbury Steak/Mashed Pot/

Veggies

Friday, February 20: Tuna Finger
Sand/Chips/Corn Chowder

Monday, February 23: Ziti w/Meat
Sauce/Garlic Knot

Tuesday, February 24: Mushroom
Swiss Burger/Onion Rings

Wednesday, February 25: Lunch &
Learn! Taco Salad

Thursday, February 26: Chicken
Gyro on a Pita/Steak Fries

Reserve a delicious $2 lunch by call-
ing a day ahead. all on Friday to reserve
lunch on Monday.

For allergy concerns, call the Senior
Center to inquire about ingredients at
413-583-3564.

NOTICE

Visit us at

ERRORS: Each advertiser is requested to check their advertisement
the first time it appears. This paper will not be responsible for
more than one corrected insertion, nor will be liable for any error
in an advertisement to a greater extent than the cost of the space
occupied by the item in the advertisement.

2022 Boston Rd.
Wilbraham, MA

WWW.

tiirley

Investment & Retirement
Planning

- More than just returns
- Today's thinking. Yesterday's values.
- Friendly, local and professional

Trombleywealth.com
413-596-6992

Securities offered through LPL Financial. Member FINRA/SIPC. Advisory services offered through
Trombley Wealth Management, a registered investment advisor and separate entity from LPL Financial.

LUDLOW CARES

from Page 1

face and reminds you that
you are a cherished member
of the Ludlow family.’

Learning last week what
was in the bags and the va-
riety of Town organizations
that came together to help
with this heartwarming ini-
tiative, The Register inter-
viewed two individuals who,
in the mix of assembling
the gift bags, were proud to
share why they love to volun-
teer within their community.
Speaking first with LCC So-
cial Media Coordinator Joel
Freitas, who also has ties
within the LBGC working
at the front desk, Freitas has
been involved with the LCC
since 2018.

“(Ludlow) Cares have
done a lot in the seven
years I’ve been part of it.
The first year of delivering
the bags to homebound se-
niors was around 2021 and
originally, I was the only
one delivering bags. I had
60 to 80 bags just to bring
myself, and the seniors are
always very appreciative;
during the pandemic, it was
even more so because they
haven’t seen people for
long stretches of time. Now
it’s become more of a tradi-
tion, and they get excited to
see us,” said Freitas.

Freitas continued stating
that it’s important to support
the older generations, espe-
cially homebound seniors,
“They are often forgotten.
When people think about the
Town, they think about the
kids and they’ll often think
about the adults caring for
those kids, and don’t think
about the seniors. We try to
include them in every way
we can, and the primary way
that we’ve done this so far

Turley photos by Amanda Munson

LCC Social Media Goordinator Joel Freitas helped fill the bags
with tumbler cups, The Register newspaper, and homemade

cookies.

are these bags. Homebound
seniors are often a difficult
audience to reach so if we
can bring something to them
to make their day, it’s worth
it,” said Freitas.

Speaking with LCC Vice
President Ben Bovee, who
was accompanied by his
daughter and son, shared
that the delivery part of the
gift bags has been fantastic
over the years. “Seeing how
much the people enjoy them
and as an example, last year,
a woman went to her closet
and showed that she saved
previous year’s Valentine’s
Day gift bags from the LCC
because it meant so much

The Valentine’s Day cards were handmade by the schools in

Town and the LBGC youth.

From
children
to adults,
everyone
was
helping
spread
the joy of
LCC.

to her. She said it was the
highlight of her month, and
it was really special to get
to see how much it meant to
somebody like that.”

Bovee’s daughter stated
that her favorite part about
the gift bags was going in-
side the houses and having
a chat with them and in the
past, participated within
the schools on creating the
handmade Valentine’s Day
cards.

To encourage others to
take part in their communi-
ties, Bovee shared a unique
viewpoint that he continues
to live by. “If you see some-
thing that you’re not happy
with, you can do something
about it. And the best place
to start is really in your own
home and your own commu-
nity. For LCC and volunteer-
ing, there’s more that we can
do and the more volunteers
we have, the more outreach
we’ll be able to get going
and the even better things
that will be able to do in the
future.”

To learn more, visit the
LCC website.

dventure fours of Warren

Sharc the Adventurc with

Two Great Cruises aboard

Norwegian

Breakaway!
June 9-12 4-Day Boothbay Harbor Vacation................ $899
June 27....Lake George Cruise & Lunch .........cccevesennes $185
July 11.....Provincetown by Fast Ferry..........coeerrerrenee $220
July 19.....8-Day Bermuda & Halifax Cruise......from $1699
Aug 30.....8-Day Nova Scotia Cruise .........cuerrnus from $1699

Share the Adventure with us soon!
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357
or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com
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Mateus hits layup in OT

for 1,000" point

LUDLOW - Last Thurs-
day night at Ludlow High
School, as the game went
late, it was not a secret to
anyone in the Ludlow High
gymnasium that Jackson
Mateus was getting the ball
as much as possible.

Mateus would hit a pair
of free throws with about
two minutes remaining and
was just two points away
from 1,000.

Attempts to get Mateus
another shot at the basket
were made in the next cou-
ple of minutes, but he was
not able to hit the hoop.

When the game went to
overtime, Mateus got an-
other shot at achieving the
milestone at home. It took a
few minutes, but a little bit
of a trick play allowed Ma-
teus to approach the hoop
from the right side and nail
a layup to hit the milestone.

An exhausted, but elated
Mateus celebrated with his
teammate and families as
he became the latest Lion
in to achieve 1,000 points.
He finished with 28 points
in the game against Hamp-
shire. He will have an op-
portunity to add more points
with the Lions headed for
the state tournament next
week.

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli
Jackson Mateus goes for the
side approach to the hoop
and notches the layup for the
1,000" point of his career.

The newest member of the 1,000-point club is surrounded by
his teammates in celebration.

Jackson Mateus celebrates his 1,000™ career points with his
family last Thursday night.

T-Birds
outslug Wild
on road

DES MOINES, IA - The
Springfield Thunderbirds
(18-24-4-2) once again post-
ed a prolific offensive show-
ing, outpacing the Iowa
Wild (13-28-4-1) for a roll-
er-coaster 8-6 victory on Sat-
urday night inside Casey’s
Center in Des Moines.

The opening 20 min-
utes were a roller coaster of
emotions for both teams and
their fans. Operating a man
down in the opening minutes,
the T-Birds still managed to
break the ice, as Otto Sten-
berg beat Cal Petersen with a
wrister from the left circle at
1:20 of the period, making it
1-0.

Normally a very disci-
plined team, Springfield
succumbed to another pen-
alty two minutes later, and
Iowa made them pay as Tyler
Pitlick jabbed a backhand re-
bound over Georgi Romanov
to tie the game, 1-1, at 3:53.

Springfield quickly coun-
tered at 6:36, as Quinton
Burns flipped a wrister that
glanced off Zach Dean’s
blade, skipping through Pe-
tersen to make it a 2-1 game
in the T-Birds’ favor. Jakub
Stancl followed up 3:10 lat-
er with his second goal in as
many days, finishing off a
2-on-1 pass from Hugh Mc-
Ging to extend Springfield’s
lead to 3-1.

Like an evening ago,
though, the Wild refused to
go away, and Pitlick cashed
in on his second of the period
off a 2-on-1 setup by Hunter
Haight to make it a 3-2 game
at 15:14.

The one-goal deficit was
short-lived for the Wild, as
Thomas Bordeleau stripped
the puck from an Iowa de-
fender and rifled home a
perfect shot past Petersen’s
blocker at 15:43 to make it

Please see T-BIHDS, Page 8

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli

Aneysha Donais runs into an opponent.

Eliana Garcia keeps the ball
moving around the perimeter.

Lions offense dominates in finale

LUDLOW - Last
Thursday evening, Ludlow
High School girls basket-
ball started off with a 15-0
after the first quarter and
used that momentum to
41-18 win. The Lions got
21 points from Aneysha
Donais, including three
treys. Nora Adams added
eight points for the Lions.

Madelyn Riley heads
down the court.

Ava Friese starts up the court after a defensive rebound.

The Ludlow defense sets up.

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli
Jackson Mateus sends a pass away.

Ludlow boys fall in OT

LUDLOW - Last
Thursday night, the Lud-
low High School boys
basketball team was de-
feated by Hampshire Re-
gional High School 60-56
in overtime. Hampshire
Regional was able to grab
six points in the final two
minutes to tie the score
against the Lions 48-48.
Hampshire would out-
score the Lions 12-6 in
the five-minute overtime
period. Jackson Mate-
us led the Lions with 28
points while Cameron Ly-
man contributed 15 points.
Ludlow is 12-8 and head-
ed for the state tourna-
ment.

Filipe Fernandes finds
himself in traffic.

Gameron Lyman tries to find his way out of pressure.

Mason Morace tries to bring in a rebound.

The Ludlow defense tries to stop a shot.
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Railers fall at home against Lions

WORCESTER -
Worcester suffered a 4-1
loss to the defending Kelly
Cup champions Sunday af-
ternoon. The Railers earned
just one point of a possible
six for the series. They went
into the weekend with 12 of
a possible 14 points in their
seven previous games.

They netted only three
goals for the weekend and
have 12 in their last seven
games. Their power play
betrayed them Sunday as
they were just one for sev-
en. That included a wasted
four-minute man advantage
on a high sticking double
minor to Mathias Laferriere
at 7:02 of the second period.

Worcester put only three
shots in the direction of the
net in those four minutes.

It was 1-1 going into the
third period but the Rail-
ers could not beat Hunter
Jones, who stopped 29 shots

for the game. With the vic-
tory, Jones became the first
opposing goaltender to beat
Worcester in every game of
a 3 in 3 series.

The Railers had five
power plays in the first pe-
riod and scored on one of
them.

Lincoln Hatten got his
12th goal of the season at
17:03. It was his fifth on
the power play and first of
any kind since Jan. 24. Jes-
se Pulkkinen set up Antho-
ny Repaci at the right point
and the captain put a shot
on net.

There was traffic, a
good thing for Hatten, and
he popped a rebound home
from in close.

After the Railers failed
to take advantage of their
power play time early in the
second period, Trois-Riv-
ieres began to dominate the
action. The Lions finally

tied it at 12:15 on Joe Dun-
lap’s goal. He scored on a
rebound from the bottom of
the left circle.

In the third period,
Trois-Rivieres took a 2-1
lead at 2:17, then made
it 3-1 at 8:44. Both were
doorstep goals. Isaac Du-
fort had the first one, Cedric
Desruisseaux the next one.

Morgan Moisan-Adams,
who had a killer series, got
the fourth visitors goal at
10:54 on a penalty shot af-
ter being hauled down on a
breakaway.

While the Lions arrived
in town as a sixth place
team, not resembling the
ECHL defending champion,
they are an entirely differ-
ent team with Jones in goal.
Trois-Rivieres improved to
13-5-0 with him as the goal-
tender of record. The Lions
are 21-20-4 overall.

Registration now underway for QVBL

SOUTH HADLEY -
Registration has opened for
the Quabbin Valley Baseball
League, an over-28 recre-
ational league, held its first
meeting of 2026 to prepare
for the upcoming season.

For the 2026 season, the
cost will be $215 and will
include a 16th game added
to the regular season sched-
ule.

During the 2025 season,
the league experimented
with playing on Mother’s
Day Saturday as well as a
weeknight game to allow
players an opportunity to
play under the lights. While
the night games were very
successful, the Mother’s
Day Saturday games were
rained out.

Those elements will
return along with a 16th

game with an opponent to
be determine as the league’s
board explores possibilities
for interleague matchups
with another league in the
region.

For returning players
to the league, the deadline
is Mar. 22 at 12 noon to
be registered for the 2026
season in order to be guar-
anteed a roster spot. There
will be open practices for all
players but specifically tar-
geted at new players sched-
uled for March 29 and April
4 at times and locations to
be announced. The draft is
currently scheduled to take
place on April 4 following
that practice.

The season is currently
slated to start on Sunday,
April 19 and following the
success of the six-team fall

league last year, the league
will also have a fall league
in September and October
this season.

The registration is live
at www.quabbinvalleybase-
ball.org. Players must regis-
ter and then pay the league
dues via Venmo or contact
the league leadership if an
alternate form of payment is
needed.

Aside from the week-
night and Mother’s Day
games, other games take
place Sundays at 10 a.m.
outside of Mother’s Day,
Memorial Day and July 4
weekends. Playoffs will be
in August.

This is the 30th season
for the league and league
officials are looking to cele-
brate the anniversary with a
couple of events.

Start your smile journey today!
Scan to book a complimentary consult.

75 Post Office Park

Wilbraham

413-675-7570

Dr. Ana Serrenho

100% locally owned and operated

www.mypoportho.com

Available evenings

and Saturdays

PARADISE CREEK

308 Miller St., Unit 79
Ludlow, MA

$539,900.00

LAST Unit Being Built, 55+ Community

Pat Wheway—Assoc. Broker
413-478-1166—patwheway@gmail.com

www.whewaygroup.com

MLS #73420935

2 Bedroom, 2 Bath, 2 Car Garage
RANCH STYLE HOME, ONE FLOOR LIVING

DATEBOOK

Do you have a local event
or activity to publicize?
Please send the information
as either a Word doc or plain
(no bold text or other format-
ting) email text (no PDFs,
please and do not use all up-
percase (i.e. UPPER CASE)
by 5 p.m. Friday. At least two
weeks prior to the event is
encouraged. Send your com-
munity events to theregis-
ter @turley.com

March 7

POLISH FOOD SALE
at Immaculate Conception
Church, 25 Parker Street - In-
dian Orchard, Mass. on Sat-
urday, March 7, 2026 from 9
a.m. to 1 p.m. Golumbki (3)
$12; Kapusta (Large) $10;
Pierogi (1 dozen) Pierogi
Available: Cabbage, Potato &
Cheese $14, Sweet Cheese,
Blueberries $15

CORNED BEEF DIN-
NER at St. Elizabeth’s Par-
ish Center from 5:30 to 6:30
p-m. - Take-out available 4
to 4:45 p.m. corned beef &
cabbage, potatoes & carrots,
bread & butter, coffee and
chunky apple cake with va-
nilla sauce (by Pat W.)

Tickets are $30. (Dine-
In), $25. (Take-Out) if pur-
chased by March 1 ($5. more
after), Tickets are Limited,
live entertainment - Sarah
The Fiddler from 6 to 8 p.m.

For more informa-
tion contact: Jim Meehan
547-8822, Dave Bergeron
427-6584, Mike  Trexler
219-0758, or Tony Silva 364-
6518

ONGOING

PLAY CRIBBAGE IN
INDIAN ORCHARD - Crib-
bage players of all ages and
ability are welcome to enjoy
a fun time with other local
cribbage players. Join us at
Club #72, “Pegging Fools”,
Tuesdays at 6:30 p.m. at St.
Gregory Armenian Church,
135 Goodwin St., Indian Or-
chard. For more information,
contact Peter Setian, 413-
552-6336.

VOLLEYBALL at E
Street School began Sept.
16th at 5:30 p.m. They play

Tuesday and Thursdays.

Call the Ludlow Senior
Center for more information
413-583-3564.

FOOD DRIVE
BI-MONTHLY On the first
Saturday of each EVEN
month (February, April, June,
August, October, December)
First Church in Ludlow, 859
Center St, collects non-per-
ishable foods. From 10 a.m.
to 1 p.m., drive through the
back parking lot. We will
take your donations out
of your car & bring them
to the Community Survival
Center to be distributed to
those in need.

FREE CLOTHING. Ev-
ery Tuesday from 9 to 11
a.m., in the school building
located behind Crossway
Christian Church, 2230 Main
St., Three Rivers. Clothing
from baby through adult.
Current, seasonal clothes in
all sizes. Bags are provided
for easy shopping. For more
information call Donna,
(413)478-0768.

SENIOR BINGO: Hosted
by the Indian Orchard Cit-
izens Council 3:30-5 p.m.
every Monday. Free to play
with great prizes. For more
information, call 413-209-
8240.

CHESS CLUB: Open to
residents of all surrounding
communities 5:30 p.m. ev-
ery Tuesday at the Indian
Orchard Citizens Council,
117 Main St. For more in-
formation, contact the IOCC
at 413- 209-8240 or indi-
anorchardcitizenscouncil @
gmail.com or stop in during
operating hours. Follow the
IOCC on Facebook and Ins-
tagram.

AQUACISE AT THE
CLUB: The Ludlow Com-
munity Center/Randall Boys
& Girls Club, at 91 Claudi-
as Way, continues to offer
Aquacise  throughout the
week. Aquacise is a low-im-
pact, full-body workout per-
formed in the water to put
less stress on your joints
and muscles while building

strength. Classes are open to
all members with pool-in-
clusive memberships and do
not require prior registration.
Classes are held 8:30-9:15
a.m., Tuesdays, Wednesdays
and Thursdays. For ques-
tions, call 413-583-2072, ext.
124.

SUPPORT FOR FAMILY
MEMBERS: The Michael J.
Dias Support Group meets
6-7:15 p.m. on the second
and fourth Tuesday of the
month at Our Lady of Fati-
ma Parish Center. Education,
resources, peer support, and
hope for parents and family
members coping with a loved
one with a substance use dis-
order. Anyone needing help
is welcome to attend. Masks
are required and we will be
seated six feet apart. For
more information, call Mau-
reen at 413-563-6226.

QUABBIN VALLEY
TWIRLERS If you missed
the first lessons in the fall,
now is the time to give your-
self a gift of dancing enjoy-
ment for the coming holiday
time. Do you want some
exercise, mental acuity, and
lots of fun with great peo-
ple? Try our national folk
dance, square dancing with
the Quabbin Valley Twirlers.
They dance in Belchertown
and Ludlow with Sunday and
Wednesday evenings avail-
able. For more information,
call Gloria or Fran at 413-
467-3352.

BIBLE STUDY: A week-
ly Bible study led by Ludlow
resident Hank Bastos takes
place at 7 p.m. on Wednes-
days at 485 East St., Ludlow.
Call 413-348-6487 for more
information.

SHARE YOUR SIGHT:
Volunteer to read, shop or
walk with a blind or vision
impaired person in your
community. Call the Massa-
chusetts Association for the
Blind and Visually Impaired
at 1-888-613-2777 for de-
tails.

FY27 BUDGET from Page 1

in lieu of taxes payments,
charges for services, trash
and recycling fees, ambu-
lance revenue, and more.
Other sources of munici-
pal revenue include free cash,
stabilization funds, and these
sources provide additional fi-
nancial flexibility and securi-
ty for the Town’s budget.
Revenue Trends for Ludlow
Taxes are rising because
assessed values are going up,
which are a product of the
market and not Town policy.
State aid has been on the de-
cline while inflation has risen.
In the trend of local re-
ceipts, the Town has con-
servatively estimated annu-
al local receipts of revenue
and resulted in a healthy
Free Cash reserve. Revenue
sources like enterprise funds
generated by municipal ser-
vices, free cash accumulated
by previous fiscal years, and
stabilization funds set aside
for future financial needs all

provide essential support for
maintaining and enhancing
the Town’s financial stability
and operational capacity.
FY27 Revenue by Source
Please note that the sourc-
es for FY27 revenue are all
estimated numbers. For lo-
cal receipts, $11,200,000,
which is 13%. For state
aid, $18,586,840, which is
21%. For property tax levy,
$58,131,757, which is 66%.
FY27 Expenditures by
Functional Areas
Please note that the ex-
penditures are all estimat-
ed. The FY27 expenditures
by functional area are listed
lowest to highest, beginning
with: human services at 2%,
debt service at 3%, enterprise
funds at 4%, general govern-
ment at 5%, public works at
6%, public safety at 13%,
employee benefits at 23%,
and finally the school depart-
ment at 43%.
FY27 Budget Updates and
Key Takeaways

As stated above, there

will be no proposition two
and half override request, no
trash fee increase, no free
cash to balance the budget,
and a seven and half percent
health insurance increase.
The items still at play are the
following; school department
increasing two and a half to
three percent, new positions
and reclassifications like rec-
reation director, firefighters/
EMT(s), dispatch supervisor,
and special police, full time
equivalent employee reduc-
tions with one to three to be
determined. Employee eligi-
bility health insurance may
have an increased deductible,
summer camp has pending
resolution of issues, and
CBA, collective bargaining
agreements negotiations for
police and LATOSS, Ludlow
Association of Town Office
Support Staff.

Any questions or com-
ments can be directed
to  selectboard @ludlow.
ma.us.

T-BIRDS from Page 7

4-2. The goal was Borde-
leau’s first in a T-Birds uni-
form.

With just precious sec-
onds remaining in the period,
the Wild again responded in
kind, as Nic Aube-Kubel set
up Jack Peart in the left cir-
cle for a buzzer-beating tal-
ly in the midst of a delayed
Springfield penalty, sending
Iowa into the break trailing
by just a goal at 4-3.

Yet, despite the potential
momentum changer from
Peart, Springfield quickly re-
sponded to begin the middle
frame, as Chris Wagner went
to a knee to guide a power
play feed from Matt Luff in
behind Petersen at 1:32 of
the second, making it 5-3.

The T-Birds’ defense sta-
bilized after the chaos of the
first, and the offense contin-

ued its confident weekend,
as Theo Lindstein cashed
in for the second time in
two games, punching a shot
through Petersen’s glove side
at 9:15 off another Luff assist
to push the lead to 6-3.

Springfield’s power play
added to their tally when
Michael Buchinger whis-
tled a shot through the legs
of William Rousseau, who
entered the net in place of
Petersen to begin the third.
Buchinger’s fifth of the sea-
son gave the T-Birds a 7-3
advantage.

Even facing a huge defi-
cit, the Wild continued to
scratch and claw. A pair of
Springfield penalties opened
the door for Iowa, and the
home side took full advan-
tage as Dylan Gambrell
cashed in on a rebound to the
right of Romanov at 8:04 to
make it 7-4.

David Jiricek followed
with a slap shot from the blue
line that caromed in behind
Romanov at 12:47, and the
Springfield lead shrank to
7-5.

Things got even hairier
for the T-Birds when Caedan
Bankier got to his own re-
bound at 16:32 to beat Ro-
manov along the near side,
and Iowa incredibly got the
lead shaved down to a single
goal, 7-6.

In the end, though, Io-
wa’s miraculous comeback
attempt came up one tally
short, as Luff delivered a
much-needed empty net goal
with 26 seconds remaining to
seal the win. Luff and Stancl
each finished their evenings
with a goal and two assists,
and Springfield’s eight goals
from eight different players
set a club record for most
goals in a game on the road.
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IN THE CLASSROOM

Ludlow High School announces Term 2 Honor Roll

CLASS OF 2026 High
Honors

Nora R. Adams, Sophia
M. Alvaro, Emilia M. Alves,
Madeline R. Andrews, Kath-
erine M. Anselmo, Noah
A. Bahgat, Juliana M. Bar-
tolucci, Olivia A. Beaure-
gard, Reese M. Brennan,
Megan N. Burek, Angely
N. Burgos, Aiden J. Costa,
Cameron E. Dakers, Victo-
ria A. Davidson, Hayden A.
Delrosario Rodrigues, Jack
W. Demperio, Edward N.
Deragon, Gabriel Di Rosa,
Joe Dong, Ethan G. Espino,
Filipe R. Fernandes, Gabri-
ella A. Fernandes, Brady E.
Fisher, Carina B. Fonseca,
Ava C. Friese, Savannah
R. Fuller, Eliana A. Garcia,
Benjamin B. Goodreau, Al-
yssa K. Guerin, Alexandria
J. Holmes-Before, Natalia E.
Houlihan, Spencer D. Hunt-
ley, Kyle J. Kalita, Aysunaz
Karaarslan, Sean H. Kefalas,
Drayden T. Keirsey, Faith E.
Keroack, Connor M. Koko-
sa, Liliana A. Kolasienski,
Talyn A. Lagace, Michael J.
Lecca, Ethan M. Love, Cam-
eron C. Lyman, Nadia M.
Machado, Ayden W. Man-
uel, Madalyn E. Marques,
Damien X. Martinez, Ruby
R. Martinez, Dominic J.
Martins, Kayla I. Massa-
no-Borges, Ryan A. Mateus,
Madison D. Mathias, Diana
A. Mauricio, Catarina R.
Mazza, Niki A. Mentekidis,
Amanda R. Miller, Mason
M. Morace, Ashlyn R. Mor-
timer, Mason R. O’Con-
nell, Abigail L. Odiorne,
Simon A. Oski, Maddelena
E. Pereira, Logan Q. Picard,
Daniel J. Pires, Samuel S.
Pontes, Cayden J. Robar,

Alexis L. Rodriguez, Cy-
lie J. Rozkuszka, Isabella
M. San Jurjo, Benjamin L.
Sanches, Tannar J. Severyn,
Cullen J. Smyth, Alex D.
Spurlock, Wiktor B. Tylec,
Zoe E. Velevitch, Rita J. Vi-
cente, Victoria M. White,
Larissa L. Wright

CLASS OF 2027
High Honors

Manahil Atif, Mehmet
D. Bayoglu, Reese F. Car-
roll, Natalina A. Castro, Be-
atrice F. Chelo, Mehiayla R.
Chesnis, LuciAnna M. Cos-
ta, Payton A. Dersarkisian,
Cameron L. Dill, Brenna L.
Foote, Eliana G. Franco, Ar-
iana A. Goncalves, Robert F.
Gregory, Lucas W. Hartzell,
Maddox S. Hawkins, Lay-
la P. Henriques, Marissa C.
Holland, Avani T. Hurtado,
Celine J. Johnson, Christian
L. Kochanek, Evita M. Ko-
pec, Logan A. Koziol, Ga-
briella R. Lage, Olivia K.
Laing, Krysta M. Lamas,
Lucas C. Leandro, Isabel-
la M. Leutsch, Sienna R.
Leveille, Chloe G. Liszka,
Vivian C. Lonczak, Cristia-
na I. Marques, Colin P. Mc-
Clintock, Rhyan A. Milfort,
Valentina N. Molinari, Riley
N. Morais, Keon A. Moran,
Hayden L. Morin, Tatian-
na G. Nogueira, Arianna A.
Podmore, Adam R. Riley,
Madelyn R. Riley, Ariana
Rivera, Giana L. Rivera,
Natalya M. Rosado-Dixon,
Alannah G. Saloio, Avalee
M. Santana, Gabriel C. San-
tucci, Avelin M. Sargent, Is-
abella A. Seara, Damian A.
Stark, Leslie A. Stromberg,
Savannah Y. Vazquez, Ava S.
Whitney, Selena H. Yusuf

Colleges Dean’s and President’s Lists

Elms College
announces
December 2025
graduates

CHICOPEE—EIms Col-
lege congratulates 60 students
who graduated in December
2025.

Triska-Tushanna  Bature
of Ludlow received a Bache-
lor of Science in Nursing.

Caitlyn Emirzian of Lud-
low received a Master of Sci-
ence.

Hannah Haley of Ludlow
received a Bachelor of Arts.

Alyssa Moore of Ludlow
received a Master of Science
in Nursing.

Brian Vo of Springfield re-
ceived a Bachelor of Science.

Elms College is a co-ed-
ucational Catholic college
offering a liberal arts curric-
ulum that prepares students

holistically for a purposeful
life in a diverse and inter-
connected world. Founded in
1928 by the Sisters of St. Jo-
seph, Elms College has a tra-
dition of educating reflective,
principled and creative learn-
ers, who are rooted in faith,
educated in mind, compas-
sionate in heart, responsive to
civic and social obligations,
and capable of adjusting to
change without compromis-
ing principle.

Brennan makes
President’s List
at Merrimack

College

Peyton R. Brennan was
named to the President’s list at
Merrimack College for the fall
2025 semester. Peyton is from
Ludlow, Mass. and is a fresh-
man Biochemistry major.

MMWEC offers scholarships to
Ludlow High School Seniors

LUDLOW—Applications
are now open for the 2026
Massachusetts Municipal
Wholesale Electric Company
(MMWEC) scholarship.

MMWEC is offering two
$1,000 scholarships to qual-
ifying seniors from Ludlow
High School who are plan-
ning to attend either a two- or
four-year college. Eligible
students must plan to pursue
a degree in engineering, envi-
ronmental sciences, finance,
accounting, or a related disci-
pline.

Scholarship recipients will
be awarded based on several
factors including academic
achievement, area of study,
and need. All seniors planning
to pursue one of the specified
academic areas are encour-
aged to apply, regardless of
their class ranking.

This year, applications
will be solely online at https://
www.mmwec.org/scholar-
ship. To be considered, stu-
dents must submit all required
documents including a letter
of recommendation from their

school counselor and a letter
detailing their educational and
professional goals. Applica-
tion and submission details
will be shared with students
via their school counselors.
The deadline to apply is Fri-
day, April 3. Students can
contact mmwec @mmwec.org
with questions.

As part of its commitment
to the community, MMWEC
has awarded $70,000 in
scholarships to help local stu-
dents defray the cost of higher
education since the inception
of the scholarship program in
1998.

MMWEC is the joint ac-
tion agency for public power
in Massachusetts, providing
a variety of power supply,
financial, risk management
and other services to the
state’s consumer-owned, mu-
nicipal utilities. MMWEC
is the operator and principal
owner of the Stony Brook
Energy Center on Moody
Street and has been a corpo-
rate resident of Ludlow for
nearly 50 years.

CLASS OF 2028
High Honors

Joana C. Afonso, Isla M.
Alvaro, Yaa T. Amoako-
hene, Aroush Atif, Eli M.
Batista, Ella S. Belleville,
David J. Bish, Brayden M.
Bishop, Gabriel A. Bleau,
Ella S. Botta, Jake B. Ca-
noa, Juliana J. Claudio,
Sofia Marie F. Comi, Car-
olina M. Conceicao, Karina
G. Costa, Olivia R. Costa,
Khloe B. Davis, Daniella 1.
Diaz, Madelynne A. Dodd,
Marco S. Dos Santos, Nich-
olas R. Falcetti, LeeAnna J.
Ferrero, Abrianna R. Fuller,
Kutay Gokcek, Madelyn
R. Goncalves-Korny, Milo
T. Hnatow, Liam T. Hua,
Kara J. Kunz, Grayson M.
Kus, Ava K. Laing, Mi-
chael Z. Lasky, Nicholas
J. Lavertue, Kaylee M.
Learned, Sadie A. Leather-
man, Ella G. Libiszewski,
Bryce, A. Lipson, Kami-
la N. Lombardi, Derek
A. Lopez, Patricia A. Lu-
kaszewicz, Elsa M. Meri-
no, Ella M. Murphy, Kam-
ryn M. Murphy, Shaun
A. Musambai, Kylani A.
Orbe, Brady J. Ouellette,
Jasper R. Pacheco, Ange-
lina C. Quiterio, Alexie
R. Reyes, Myleigh J. Ru-
bin, Sergio M. Sa Lean-
dro, Marianna R. Sanches,
Olivia R. Santos, Ryan
M. Sargent, Anthony J.
Schuko, Samuel L. Silva,
Kimora R. Smith, Dylan
R. Southall, Montana J.
Stepanian, Edmund W.
Stratton, Miles A. Stratton,
Connor M. Sylvestre, Jake
E. Tatlock, Kerena J. Tou-
kam Kalamo, Morgan R.
Vala, Elina J. Wright

Support the local
businesses that support
your local newspaper.

Let them know you
saw their ad in the

The Register

LOWER PBIGES
T0 BOOS

YOUR BUDGE T!

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN

INFLATION

ASSORTED
PORK LOIN CHOPS........couss

CLASS OF 2029
High Honors

Haley M. Adams, Ma-
keen H. Al Sammaraee, Lea
B. Avezzie, Lily R. Ayers,
Siena F. Bahgat, Dominic
Bardakov, Quentin A. Blake,
Emirhan Bolat, Jakub Bu-
latewicz, Berra N. Capkin,
Ava N. Carattini, Blake P.
Carroll, Annabelle C. Davis,
Francesca N. Elie, Aidan M.
Figueroa, Matthew J. Fla-
herty, Cameron R. Friese,
Samantha E. Gianni, Adri-
enne N. Glanville, Chandler
A. Gregory, Kylie A. Greg-
ory, Samantha M. Gregory,
Maya G. Guberow, Cora
B. Hall, Ayah A. Hamdan,
Theodore J. Iwasinski, Mu-
hammed E. Karaarslan, Vi-
olet R. Kingsley, Damian
B. Kopka, Bohdan Kirip,
Lily A. Kudla, Samson A.
Laguerre, Zoe E. McCarthy,
Audrina M. Palatino, Bent-
ley L. Patrone, Nora A. Pe-
dro, Camille R. Pszeniczny,
Rhett M. Ribeiro, Cayden
J. Rubasha, Madelyn N.
Schoolcraft, Romaan N.
Shahid, Tristan X. St. Onge,
Ethan O. Stephens, Ella J.
Taudal, Joseph T. Toomey,
McKenzie M. Tripp, Gamze
S. Turan, Jonathan K. Ver-
mette, Kaylie J. Voyik, Sa-
vannah M. Williams, ShiYu
N. Wu

CLASS OF 2026
Honors

Alexis A. Aniolowski,
Andrew J. Beany, Samantha
B. Bertini, Grace P. Budzy-
na, Yade A. Capkin, Abigail
H. Coelho, Isabella G. Coel-
ho, Laylla Q. Dias, Liam R.
DiVenuto, Kymani M. Don-
aldson, Keyana L. Fuller,

Angelina L. Gagnon, Gabri-
elle M. Gauvin, Stephen M.
Godek, Owen J. Goncalves,
Andrew S. Hamilton, Bran-
don E. Hanifin, Dylan J.
Huard, Taylor M. Kouflie,
Jillian A. Lapointe, Ean J.
Makkiya, Michael A. Mar-
iani, Elizabeth G. Martel,
Jackson L. Mateus, Devlin P.
Murphy, Lucas A. Quiterio,
Sophia C. Quiterio, Loliana
B. Rafael, Liam M. Richter,
Noah R. Simard, Luke J.
Slatton, Ethan B. Steigmey-
er, Sophia L. Sternowski,
Alexander J. Stupak, Adri-
an M. Tobiasz, Joshua M.
Valliere, Jacob A. Vermette,
Connor M. Walsh, Sierra A.
Williams

CLASS OF 2027
Honors

Arianna M. Andrade,
Janelle R. Carey, Liberty J.
Carlson, Maeve E. Carter,
Logan E. Cave, Andre R.
Costa, Evan R. Dias, Ja-
son J. Docherty, Christian
J. Gomes, Tanya E. Hatch,
Luis Antonio Hernandez
Lopez, Ezgi Ibas, Kyleigh
N. Johnson, Ecem I
Karaarslan, Firat C. Kara-
ca, Gianna M. King, Peter
R. LeBorgne, Timothy O.
Maggard, Lilia G. Martins,
Kobe C. McKay, Lexi M.
Monserrate, Lily G. Moore,
Michaela R. Murphy, Ja-
zlean O. Nevarez, Caitlyn
R. Peczka, Giovanni A.
Perez, Jayden D. Premo,
Omar A. Rojas, Karley 1.
Roman, Nylie M. Rosado,
Ahliyas S. Sanchez, Lili-
ana M. Saraiva, Jonathan
O. Sequen, Tyler M. Tatro,
Cayden A. Teixeira, Brady
M. Walsh

CLASS OF 2028
Honors

Ashten A. Bavieri, Karii-
na C. Begin, Jack A. Benda,
Roaah S. Brak, Makenzie M.
Caron, Aubrielle G. Chap-
pel, Leila K. Cruz, John J.
Davidson, Holly M. Den-
nis, Collin A. Desmarteau,
Riham EIl Hannach, Lillian
E. Elwell, Shelby E. Girard,
Leigh Anne M. Gregorio,
Zeus A. Hernandez, Rachell
Hilario Paniagua, Belinay
Ibas, Emirhan Isik, Gabri-
ela Kukwa, Melinda M.
Lapointe, Ella N. Lariviere,
Shea A. Murphy, Sydney R
Pereira, Christian R. Ruest,
Isaac A. Santana, Charles J
Soffen, Kellan P. Steigmey-
er, Daniel J. Surprenant

CLASS OF 2029
Honors

\Tyler J. Allen, Emmet
J. Berte, Lilliana E. Binette,
Ava K. Buccacio, Jose Cos-
ta, Mario V. Ferrero, Dan-
ika P. Gagnon, Lincoln O.
Gauthier, Chase C. Germain,
Mason B. Hartzell, Connor
D. Henriques, David S. Hill-
man, Alanna K. Jedrzejczyk,
Callie M. Kokosa, Nathan J.
Koziol, Darien J. Lambert,
James J. Leblanc, Nathan S.
Line, Ava R. MacDonald,
Charlotte M. Maciolek, Bra-
den D. Martins, Annabelle
J. Mercure Flores, Thomas
J. Oakley, Sophia A. Quite-
rio, Nathan J. Ribeiro, Fa-
bian A. Rodrigues, Joshua
J. Schaefer-Cunha, Sadie R.
Small, Aubriana M. Stupak,
Jake M. Tatro, Brooklyn E.
Wilczynski, Ellianna C. Wil-
liams, Emmanuel M. Wil-
son, Alexander G. Winslow

haluchsmemorials.com

Cemetery Memorials + Markers
Granite Benches
Religious Statuary + Outdoor Display

RAY HALUCH INC.

1014 Center St

Ludlow, MA

583-6508

USDA

$496

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS

PORK LOIN CHOPS ROAST ...

5217

USDA INSP.

USDA INSP. STORE MADE BONELESS

PORK LOIN STUFFED CHOPS 5335
or ROAST W/ BREAD STUFFING..%*'°

SLICED (N OUR DELL

VAR I3 5 —

$G9

USDA INSP.

USDA INSP. FROZEN

SWISS CHEESE...........c..

L = ] P —

USDA INSP. FROZEN

CHICKEN FEET .......conserusenns

SALE DATES:
2/19/26-225/26

349

FRESH BONELESS
BEEF
TENDERLON

$1 288 FREE

USDA INSP.
GROUND FRESH DAILY

DIET LEAN
GROUND BEEF 3.8

PRICES IN RED
ARE AT OR BELOE@I
LAST YEAR’S PRICE

USDA INSP. FRESH BONESSLESS

FRESH EGGS 1 7 DOZ......o0 22 42

USDA INSP. FRESH

GHIGKEN DRUMSTICKS 105 81

L1V L6 ——

75.b
69

FRECT BONS e USDA INSP. FROZEN
BEEF TOP SIRLOIN
SPOON ROAST or STEAK

USDA INSP. FROZEN FULLY COOKED

FULLY COOKED BREADED
FISH WEDGES OR STICKS........

29

Thurs, 815~ Pl 6.6 » St 523

USDA INSP. FROZEN COOKED

SNOW CRAB CLUSTERS ......... 692

90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR === SAVINGS * SELECTION * SERVICE

90 Avocado St.
Springfield
413-737-1288

www.90meat.com
We reserve the right
to limit quantities.

HOUSING REHABILITATION ASSISTANCE
THE TOWN OF LUDLOW

The town of Ludlow with the assistance of the Pioneer Valley Planning Commission (PVPC) is applying for funding
to assist qualified homeowners in making necessary repairs to their homes. have received funding to assist qualified
homeowners in making necessary repairs to their homes. In order to be eligible for assistance, total household income shall
not exceed current federal income guidelines based on the number of people residing in a household. (See table below).
If you need to make improvements to your roof, windows, siding, plumbing, electrical, lead paint/ asbestos removal,
heating system, septic system repair/ replacement and/or other program eligible improvements, please fill out the following
form and return to Joe Hagopian at the PVPC (address appears below). ALL information received is strictly confidential
and will be maintained in the Springfield office of the PVPC. If you have questions, please contact PVPC Senior Planner
Joe Hagopian, at (413) 781-6045 or jhagopian@pvpc.org

Name:
Property Address: P l
Mailing Address/Zip: or EV.E.C. use only
. Date Received:
Telephone: C
. Staff Initials:
Email:

Single/Multi Family (Please Circle One)
Type of Improvements Needed:

My household income is not greater than (circle one according to your household size):

8 Person
$126,300

7 Person
$118,650

6 Person
$111,000

5 Person
$103,350

4 Person
$95,650

3 Person
$66,100

2 Person
$76,550

1 Person
$67,000

Return to: Joe Hagopian, Pioneer Valley Planning Commission, 60 Congress Street - 1st Floor, Springfield, MA 01104
or via email at: jhagopian@pvpc.org




b Page 10 | The Register I February 18, 2026

PUBLIC NOTICES

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court

Hampden Probate

and Family Court
50 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758
Docket No.
HD26P0252EA
Estate of:

Cathie T Berman
Date of Death: 06/29/2022
CITATION ON PETITION

FOR FORMAL
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:

A Petition for Late and Lim-
ited Formal Testacy and/or
Appointment has been filed by
Tarra Devine of Ludlow, MA
requesting that the Court enter a
formal Decree and Order and for
such other relief as requested in
the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that
Tarra Devine of Ludlow, MA
be appointed as Personal Repre-
sentative(s) of said estate to serve
Without Surety on the bond in
unsupervised administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

You have the right to obtain

a copy of the Petition from the
Petitioner or at the Court. You
have a right to object to this
proceeding. To do so, you or
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m.
on the return day of 03/06/2026.
This is NOT a hearing date, but
a deadline by which you must
file a written appearance and
objection if you object to this
proceeding. If you fail to file a
timely written appearance and
objection followed by an affi-
davit of objections within thir-
ty (30) days of the return day,
action may be taken without
further notice to you.
UNSUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION
UNDER THE
MASSACHUSETTS
UNIFORM PROBATE

A Personal Representative
appointed under the MUPC in
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled
to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the
Personal Representative and

may petition the Court in any
matter relating to the estate,
including the distribution of
assets and expenses of admin-
istration.

WITNESS, Hon. Claudine T.
Stoudemire, First Justice of this
Court.

Date: February 05, 2026
Rosemary A Saccomani,
Register of Probate
02/18/2026

Town of Ludlow,
LEGAL NOTICE

You are hereby notified that
a PUBLIC HEARING will
be held at the Town Hall Select
Board’s Conference Room, 488
Chapin Street, Ludlow, MA
01056 on Tuesday, March 17,
2026, at 6:15 P.M.

Upon petition of EVER-
SOURCE to locate poles, wires,
cables and fixtures including
necessary anchors, guys and oth-
er such sustaining and protecting
fixtures to be owned and used
in common by your petitioners,
along and across the following
public way or ways.

POOLE STREET: to install
one (1) newly jointly owned mid-
span pole. The pole is requested

to address a very long span and
allow for new conductor instal-
lation. New conductor will be
installed along Poole Street with

the aim of improving reliability.
Manuel Silva, Chairperson
William Rosenblum, Vice Chair
James Gennette
Anthony Alves
Ludlow Select Board

02/18, 02/25/2026

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Probate
and Family Court
50 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758
Docket No.
HD15P2225EA
Estate of:
Rosemary Teresa Gilrein

Date of Death: 10/15/2015

CITATION ON PETITION

FOR FORMAL
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:

A Petition for S/A - Formal
Probate of Will with Appoint-
ment of Personal Represen-
tative has been filed by Betsy

Marie Marino of Ludlow, MA
requesting that the Court enter a
formal Decree and Order and for
such other relief as requested in
the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that
Betsy Marie Marino of Lud-
low, MA be appointed as Person-
al Representative(s) of said estate
to serve Without Surety on the
bond in unsupervised adminis-
tration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

You have the right to obtain
a copy of the Petition from the
Petitioner or at the Court. You
have a right to object to this
proceeding. To do so, you or
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m.
on the return day of 03/10/2026.
This is NOT a hearing date, but
a deadline by which you must
file a written appearance and
objection if you object to this
proceeding. If you fail to file a
timely written appearance and
objection followed by an affi-
davit of objections within thir-
ty (30) days of the return day,
action may be taken without
further notice to you.

UNSUPERVISED

ADMINISTRATION
UNDER THE
MASSACHUSETTS
UNIFORM PROBATE

A Personal Representative
appointed under the MUPC in
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled
to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the
Personal Representative and
may petition the Court in any
matter relating to the estate,
including the distribution of
assets and expenses of admin-
istration.

WITNESS, Hon. Claudine T.
Stoudemire, First Justice of this
Court.

Date: February 10, 2026
Rosemary A Saccomani,
Register of Probate
02/18/2026

FORUM from Page 1

FY27 budget includes a new
recreation director position
to oversee the summer camp,
before/after school program,
and to create additional recre-
ational programming through
the Town. The recreation de-
partment has consisted of one
full-time administrative staff
person for years, who recently
retired, and now there is one
part-time administrative staff-
er working in the recreation
department.

One of the expressed
concerns about hiring a new
director was that the depart-
ment will continue to grow

with additional administrative
staff to help support the direc-
tor. While those decisions are
largely up to the Recreation
Commission, I will say that
Town departments are thinly
staffed and any adding addi-
tional recreation department
personnel would have to be
justified through a showing
of operational need and/or
increased available funding
through departmental revenue
and/or grant funding.
Ambulance Fund: The
FY27 budget also contem-
plates adding one or two fire-
fightet/EMT position(s). Ac-
cording to Fire Chief Ryan
Pease, two more positions
would even out his roster of

shifts with nine firefighter/
EMTS on each with each shift
being simultaneously respon-
sible for fighting fires, provid-
ing EMT/ambulance service,
and other first responder du-
ties that present themselves.

The Town’s ambulance
service use continues to in-
crease year-over-year and ac-
tually generates quite a bit of
revenue for the Town. We can
use some of those funds to
pay for one or two additional
firefighter/EMTs without im-
pacting taxpayers. Or we can
add them through the operat-
ing budget, which is largely
supported by property taxes.
That decision has yet to be
made.

Employee Health Insur-
ance Splits: Employee health
insurance is a large part of the
annual budget. Roughly 11 to
12% of total expenditures.

Health insurance costs
continue to increase across
every industry, and they hit
the Town of Ludlow particu-
larly hard because the Town
absorbs 78% of those costs
while employees are respon-
sible for the other 22%. The
majority of towns, particular-
ly near Ludlow, have a 70/30
split with the town paying
70% and employees picking
up the other 30%.

That is a big difference,
78/22 versus 70/30, and one
that is legally required to be

negotiated with each individ-
ual school and Town union.
We plan on beginning those
negotiations sometime in July/
August to reduce that future
cost burden for the Town and
taxpayers, particularly consid-
ering expected double-digit
annual health insurance cost
increases.

Road repair funding: One
resident asked why Lud-
low did not receive funding
for road repairs while other
Towns did. At the forum, we
were not sure what program
the resident was referring to.
It sounds like he was talking
about the Municipal Pavement
program, which is a compet-
itive funding program for all

cities and towns to apply for.

The Town is looking into
how we can submit more
competitive applications for
that program. And while we
cannot speak for why Lud-
low did not receive funding
through that program, we
can say that Ludlow receives
funding through Chapter 90
every year and that amount
recently increased signifi-
cantly due in large part to the
efforts of our Western Mass
legislative delegation. State
aid, in general, is still woeful-
ly lacking, but the additional
Chapter 90 funding has al-
lowed us to pave more roads
each year, and that is very
much needed.”

SOCIAL SECURITY
from Page 4

the preceding year
— that is, if you received a
notice in October 2024 of a
higher SS benefit, that was a
result of your 2023 earnings.
If you got no such notice in
October of 2025, that means
that your 2024 income was
not among the highest over
your lifetime. And your
2025 earnings of $18,000 -
$19,000 will likely not be
among your lifetime high-

either.

It’s important to under-
stand that your contributions
to Social Security, i.e., the
SS payroll taxes you pay
while working, are not put
into a separate account for
you - rather, they are used to
help pay benefits to all bene-
ficiaries.

In other words, just con-
tributing to SS with payroll
tax from your work earnings
doesn’t necessarily mean
you get a higher benefit.
Your SS benefit is always

which you earned the most,
including recent years if
you continue to work. So,
you weren’t “cheated” that
is simply how the program
works your SS benefit is al-
ways based on your highest
35 years of work earnings,
including recent years, with

earnings from the early
years adjusted for inflation.
The Association Mature
Citizens Foundation and its
staff are not affiliated with
or endorsed by the Social
Security Administration or
any other governmental en-
tity. This article is intended

for information purposes
and does not represent le-
gal or financial guidance.
It presents the opinions and
interpretations of the Associ-
ation Mature Citizens Foun-
dation’s staff, trained and
accredited by the National
Social

Security Association To sub-
mit a question, visit amac-
foundation.org/programs/
social-security-advisory
or email us at ssadvisor@
amacfoundation.org. Russell
Gloor is a Social Security
advisor for AMAC.

Cruvec/, DIRECTORY

est either, so you probably

c / based upon the 35 years in
won't get a notice next year
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ADVERTISING

SALES

» Do you want to work in your community helping
local businesses connect with their customers?

P
|11

» Do you want a career supporting local journalism,
which tells the unique stories of our communities?

» If so, then join our team! Turley Publications
is looking for an outgoing, energetic person
interested in selling advertising for our community
newspapers. The right candidate will assume an
established territory with a portfolio of customers.

You must be a self-starter with excellent
communication and organizational skills.
Basic computer skills are required.
Previous print sales experience is preferred
but we will train the right candidate.

Turley Publications, a locally owned family
business, offers a competitive commission
structure, 401k, and health plan.

Send resume & cover letter to:

Turle b

Publlcatlons IncC.

Jamie Joslyn

24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069
Email;jamie@turley.com

THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST ST. ELIZABETH PARISH
OF LATTER DAY SAINTS 191 Hubbard St., Ludlow
584 West St., Ludlow 413-583-3467
413-583-8454 Pastor — Rev. Msgr. Homer P. Gosselin
Sunday services In Residence — Rev. Norman Bolton

Sacrament Meeting 10- 11 A.M.
Sunday school for adults,

Young single adults( 18-30) and teens (11-18)

1st & 3rd Sunday of
the month from 11-12 noon
Adult Religious/Marriage and Parenting

for Women- 2nd & 4th Sunday of the month

from 11-12 noon
Adult Religious/Marriage and Parenting

for Men- 2nd and 4th Sunday of the month

from 11-12 noon
Classes for Single Adults(18-30)
2nd & 4th Sunday
of the month -11- 12 noon
Classes for Young Men( 11-18)
2nd & 4th Sunday
of the month 11-12 noon
Classes for Young Women ( 11-18)

2nd & 4th Sunday of the month - 11-12 noon
Children’s classes: Sunday school & singing time

every Sunday(3-10) 11- 12 noon

Nursery providedfor ages 18 month- 3 yr

CHRIST THE KING CHURCH
41 Warsaw Ave., Ludlow
413-583-2630
Pastor Rev. Raymond A. Soltys

Saturday Vigil Masses — 5 p.m. and 6:30 p.m.
Sunday Masses — 7:30 a.m.; 8:45 a.m. (Polish);

10am.and 11:15am.
Sunday Evening Mass — 5:30 p.m.

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION CHURCH
25 Parker St, Indian Orchard,
413-543-3627
Very Rev. Piotr Calik

Office Hours: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday,

Thursday, 9 a.m.—1 p.m.
CLOSED FRIDAY
MASS SCHEDULE
Monday 8:00am
Tuesday 8:00am
Wednesday No Mass
Thursday 6:00pm
Friday 6:00pm
Saturday 4:00pm

Sunday 8:30am (English) 10:15am ( Polish)

Confessions: Saturday - 3:15—4 p.m.

Deacons: Normand Grondin, Keith Davies

Office Hours: Monday - Friday 8 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Visit our website at www.stelizabethludlow.org
Like us on Facebook Check out our Parish App
Wednesday, Feb. 18
Daily Mass — 7:30 AM (C), Mass — 12:30 PM (C)
Holy Mother Choir — 4:30 PM(C), Scouts — 6 PM (ER),
Cub Scouts — 6 PM (FLBH),

Bible Study — 6:30 PM (JR)
Thursday, Feb. 19 — Daily Mass — 7:30 AM (C)
Friday, Feb. 20 — Daily Mass— 7:30 AM (C),
Stations of the Cross — 7 PM (C)
Saturday, Feb. 21 —Confessions — 2:30 PM (C),
Saturday Vigil Mass — 4 PM (C)
Sunday, Feb. 22 — Daily Masses at
7:30 AM, 9:15 AM, 11 AM and 5 PM (C),
Take & Eat — 8 AM (FLBH/K), Lifeteen — 6 PM (JR)
Monday, Feh. 23 - Daily Mass — 7:30 AM (C),
Faith Formation — 6 PM (JR),

Womens Bible Study — 6 PM (ER)
Tuesday, Feb. 24 — Daily Mass - 7:30 AM (C),
Middle School Youth Ministry — 3 PM (JR),
St. Rita Choir — 4 PM (C),
Bereavement Support Group — 6:30 PM (ER),
Boy Scouts Troop Committee Meeting 7 PM (JR)

ORCHARD GOVENANT CHURCH
95 Berkshire Street
Indian Orchard, MA 01151
413-543-4204
Revs. Karen and Nick Munn, pastors
Sunday School for all ages, 9:45 a.m.
Worship in person, 11 a.m.
Or watch our livestream.
See our website for more information:
orchardcovenant.org.

OUR LADY OF FATIMA PARISH

438 Winsor St., Ludlow
413-583-2312
Father Pedro DeOlivera

Office hours: Monday - Thursday 9:00 a.m.
to 5:00 p..m., closed 1:00 p.m.-2:00 p.m.
Sunday Masses — 9 a.m. (Portuguese);

11 a.m. (English)

Monday and Wednesday Morning
Masses — 8:30 a.m. (Portuguese)
Tuesday and Friday Masses — 5:30 p.m.

(Portuguese)

Saturday Vigil Mass — 4 p.m. (English)
First Saturday of the Month — 8:30 a.m.
For more information, visit
ourladyoffatimaparish.org.

FAITH COMMUNITY CHAPEL
A Church of the Nazarene

485 East Street, Ludlow
(413) 583-7875

Email: FCCPastorLisa@gmail.com
Lead Pastor: Rev. Lisa Morrison
Associate Pastor: Gary Coombs

Sunday Morning Discipleship Groups

meet at 9:45am

Worship service meets at 11am

OTHER MEETINGS

Tuesdays: Zoom Bible Study 7pm
Fridays: After School Club for Children 5pm

AA Group 7pm

FIRST CHURCH IN LUDLOW

859 Genter St. Ludlow
413-583-3339

Reverend Darcy Borden, Pastor
Office hours Monday & Wednesday 10 am to 2 pm
Available by appointment at other times
Sunday worship at 10 am alternating weekly with
Grace Union Church, Wilbraham
Call or check Facebook or the website for the
schedule of worship and events

Service live-streamed at 10 am on Facebook

STS. PETER AND PAUL UKRAINIAN
CATHOLIC CHURCH
45 Newhury St.
Ludlow, MA 01056
Phone: 413-583-2140
Pastor: Father Andriy Krip
Liturgy schedule:
Wednesday 9 a.m., Friday 9 a.m.
Rosary for Peace in Ukraine
on Wednesday at 6 p.m.

https://www.facebook.com/firstchurchludlow
Website: www.ludlowfirst.com
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COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Fresh cut & split $225.00

Seasoned cut & split $325.00

All hardwood.

Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood
for outdoor boilers (Cheap).
Quality & volumes guaranteed!!
New England Forest Products
(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood
Furnace. EPA Certified. Titanium Stainless
Steel. $2K Tax Credit.

WANTED TO BUY A Call We Haul

FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.
413-531-1936

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging.
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs,
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys,
Games, coins, sterling, Glass-
ware, Silver-plated items, watches,
Musical instruments, typewriters,
sewing machines, tools, radios,
clocks, lanterns, lamps, kitchen-
ware, cookware, knives, military,
automotive, fire department, ma-
sonic, license plates, beer cans,
barware, books, oil cans, adver-

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

CHAMELEON

PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
Remodeling &

Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured e Free Estimates

AP : . ; tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls.
Call (508)882-0178 t|3|dng tins,hunting, fishing, signs, (413)56:};-0487 41 3-351 - 1 1 47
and more.
Donald Roy (860) 874-8396
WANTED! 4 )
CASH for:
- ALWAYS BUYING
* Machinist tools, power tools .
& Snap on. ALL ANTIQUES:
* Electronics & Audio Equipment. Musical ~ instruments,  guitars,
* Sports Cards. horns, keyboards, vintage elec-
. 70;/803/903 Toys. tronics, jewelry, coins, watches,
* Antiques & Collectibiles. military cameras, sports memo-
Much, much more! rabilia, art, sterling, signs, auto-
motive, hunting, advertising, radi-
Call/Text Sam os, ham radio equipment, audio
413-531-5381 equipment, toys, one item or entire
estate.
Find archives of this Call Paul 413-206-8688 (413) 687.5552
local newspaper at \_ J
www.newspapers.turley.com

TAX TIME

CHANTEL BLEAU
ACCOUNTING SERVICES

For Full Accounting & Tax Service
Registered Tax Return Preparer

228 West St., Ware, MA 01082

413-967-8364

The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer.
For more information on tax preparers go to irs.gov.

Personal & Small Business

Federal & All States

REPARATION SERVICE
413-34.8-2279

Call For An
Appointment

IRS Certified Tax Preparers
Independently owned and operated. Over 25 years experience.
1622 B North Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069
www.FastTax-MA.com
Free E-File & Direct Deposit

FINANCIAL SERVICES

Personal, Business, Corporate and Partnership Tax Filing

Bookkeeping and Accounting Services
Trusted Experts Since 1995

588 Center Street
Ludlow, MA 01056
www.ajefinancial.com

(413)589-1671

Call your local Turley Publications
sales representative for information and
rates on advertising your tax service here!

413-283-8393

Call Your Local Turley Publications Sales Representative For Information And Rates On Advertising Your Tax Service Here

CALL 413-283-8393 TO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY!

ELECTRICIAN

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN
e Licensed & Insured ¢
Providing safe, reliable electrical
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.

NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.
Call today to schedule your appointment.
(413) 366-1703
(Lic. #24046-A)

BUILT ’N POWERED. Serving all your
electrical and construction needs. Fully
insured and licensed. Free estimates. 10%
Senior and Veteran’s discounts. Call Tom
413-472-4104. Electrical Lic. #56789/
CLS Lic. #104505

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN

| offer good quality electrical work,
no project too small. Service upgrades,
pools, trustworthy, dependable & insured.
Master Elec. #20773A.
Text/call Luis 413-218-3301.

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC

Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned compa-
ny. MA License #8101A1.
Call John at (413)206-6509
Every customer gets a free gem stone.

HEATING &
AIR COND.

NO HEAT? Taking no heat calls —
Oil and Gas, AC service also.
413-222-2904 Bobby.

INSTRUCTION

NRA Certified Basic Pistol Course
with Live Fire for License to
Carry permit $140.
Matt Marcinkiewicz
muscione@hotmail.com
413-537-0620

LANDSCAPING

A+ ROZELL'S
LANDSCAPING &
BOBCAT SERVICE

Excavator Services
Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

PLEASE RECYCLE
THIS NEWSPAPER

DEADLINES: FRIDAY AT NOON

Quabbin——

Village Hills
Circulation:
50,500

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

All Three ZONES for $26.00
for 20 words plus 50¢ for
each additional word.

GREAT VALUE!

ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR
THE PRICE OF ONE!

Make checks payable to Turley Publications

MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393
A DR
1 2 3 4
5 6 7 8
9 10 1" 12
13 14 15 16
17 18 19 20 Base Price
2 | 22 | 28 g 24 e
25 B0 | 26 Beizaoa | 27 B den| 28 P00
29 ETIED masgprice| 31 sasgfrice| 32 Bacaprcs
33 Bt | 34 By | 39 Beaan| 36 B san
¥ | 38 ] 39 ) 40 g
Name: Phone:
Address:
Town: State: Zip:
Number of Weeks: X per week rate = $
Credit Card: 1 MasterCard 1 VISA 1 Discover 1 Cash 1 Check#
Card #: Exp. Date Cwv
Amount of charge: Date:
OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Suburban

Residential
Circulation:
59,000

February 18, 2026
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Call us at 413.283.8393

MASONRY

STOP WET
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING
All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790.
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING

PRO PAINTING
Low, low prices. All phases interior, exterior
painting and wallpapering. Also minor car-
pentry. 413-310-5099.

PLUMBING

GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING &
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations,
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen &
Bath remodeling. 30 years experience.
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505

RUBBISH
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned,
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed. Family owned/
operated since 1950 (413)537-5090

TREE WORK

AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove
them before the wind takes them down.
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

STUMP GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

The Town of Huntington is seeking a
PART-TIME COUNCIL ON AGING
CLERICAL AIDE
$20-$22 per hour based on experience.
6 hours per week. Application and com-
plete job description are available online at
www.huntingtonma.us or by emailing
admin@huntingtonma.us. Position is

open until filled.
Town of Huntington is an
Equal Opportunity Employer.

The Town of North Brookfield is looking
for a PART-TIME PROGRAM ASSIS-
TANT for the Senior Center. Please submit
a resume with a letter of interest to the Se-
lectmen’s Office, 215 North Main
St., North Brookfield, MA 01535; or
by email to: selectmen@northbrook-
field.net.

FOR RENT

AGAWAM APARTMENT SUBLET.
1st Floor, 2BR, 1BA, electric heat, laundry,
off-street parking. $1345/mo includes wa-
ter, trash removal. Available 3/1/26. Good
credit score 650+, references. Dog 40lbs
or less $50/mo., cat $25/mo. Elaine 413-
544-4330.

FoRIRENTIN
&=

All real estate advertising in this newspaper
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise
any preference, limitation or discrimination
based on race, color, religion, sex,
handicap, familial status (number of
children and or pregnancy), national
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any
intention to make any such preference,
limitation or discrimination.

This newspaper will not knowingly accept
any advertising for real estate that is in
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby
informed that all dwellings advertising in
this newspaper are available on an equal
opportunity basis. To complain about
discrimination call The Department of
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD”
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E.
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll
free number for the hearing impaired is
1-800-927-9275.

Classified
Advertising

DEADLINE

FRIDAY AT NOON
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DL&G TREE

Tree
Removal

Structural
Pruning

Crane
Service

Storm
Damage

Stump
Grinding

Lot
Clearing

Give us a call for your free estimate
and tree evaluation

413-418-4212
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INSURED AND CERTIFIED



