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CARES GCoalition receives $14,000 in opioid relief funds

By Marcelo Gusméao
Editor
mgusmao @ turley.com

LUDLOW - Last Wednesday,
the CARES Coalition met to final-
ize its gift bag project, discuss plans
for upcoming events, and update its
members on other items.

The meeting began with a check
presentation by members of the Se-
lect Board Members to the tune of
$14,000 to cover the costs of Red
Ribbon Week in 2023 and 24, and
the Coalition’s Mental Health Ini-
tiative. CARES President Laura
Rooney thanked the Select Board
for its support of the organization.

“This money has allowed us to
do all the work that was certainly
due,” Rooney said. “We have a de-
tailed letter that goes to them that
says what we spent the money on,
how many students or community
members were impacted, and how
it’s related to what is required under
the opioid relief funds.”

Select Board Chair Derek De-
Barge praised CARES for its focus
on the three phases of recovery, and
said that the board is happy to col-
laborate with the group.

“I think we have it easier than
any other community in deciding
what to do with the opioid funds,
simply because we have you,” De-
Barge told the coalition. “CARES
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Members of the CARES Coalition received a check for $14,000 to cover the cost of Red Ribbon Week 2023 and ‘24, and the Mental Health Initiative.

is unique. There’s nothing like it.
Other communities I'm aware of try
to mirror CARES. You can’t be the
original, but it would be nice to see
others pop up here and there and be

able to take advantage of monies
like this.”

Select Board Member Tony
Goncalves reminisced about when
the Coalition started meeting on the

corner of Center Street and Chapin
Street.

“My kids are doing Red Rib-
bon Week, they love it,” Goncalves
said. “That group at the high school

knows that you guys are here, and
I’m sure it’s had a great impact on
them.”

Please see GARES, Page 3

Schools making improvements to professional development

By Marcelo Gusmao
Editor
mgusmao @ turley.com

LUDLOW - At a recent School
Committee meeting, the community
received updates on professional de-
velopment among the school teach-
ers and staff.

Director of Curriculum Dr.
Tara Brandt updated the committee
about the work the district has been
doing involving professional devel-
opment. She said that it is based on
the District Improvement Plan, and
focuses on strategic objectives in-
volving student and staff wellness
and research-based instructional

practices.

“When I came back in Decem-
ber,” Brandt said, “I dipped back
into last school year, which was pri-
marily looking at standards-aligned
curricula. We had moved on past
that, and we’re looking more about
implementation of instructional
strategies this year.”

Brandt described working with
Superintendent Dr. Frank Tiano
and Director of Special Education
Jean Fontaine to map out the year’s
professional development over the
summer. This year’s focus is to look
at the district’s Multi-Tiered System
of Supports and implementation.

“Over the course of the school

year, much of it has been looking
at student data to get a bigger pic-
ture of individual students, and then
going beyond that and thinking
more along the lines of the student
experience and student emotional
needs,” Brandt said. “The profes-

Please see SCHOOLS, Page 4

Purple Cane presented to Betty Steadford

By Marcelo Gusmao
Editor
mgusmao @turley.com

INDIAN ORCHARD - The
Citizens Council and State Repre-
sentative Orlando Ramos recently
recognized Betty Steadford with the
Purple Cane.

The Purple Cane is awarded to
the eldest citizen in the community.
The neighborhood began to recog-
nize its senior residents in this way
in 2014, thanks to the initiative of
Pat Voisine.

“In 2013, I always used to see
these articles in different papers
and on TV about how they honor
the eldest of their town, so I thought
we should do that,” Voisine said. “I
brought it to the Citizens Council
and they agreed on it.”

Voisine said that the city has
recognized five residents with the
Purple Cane since it started, includ-
ing Steadford. State Representative
Ramos has been closely involved
with the process since it started,
including donating the canes them-
selves.

“He wasn’t state representative
back then, but he agreed to buy the
Purple Canes,” Voisine said.

The canes then become property
of the individual being recognized.
There is also a plaque in the Citi-
zens Council’s community room
that displays the names of all the
Purple Cane recipients.

The ceremony to award Stead-
ford the Purple Cane was held on
Jan. 28 at the Covenant Church.
Voisine invited Steadford’s parish
to attend the presentation, and said
there was a great turn-out.

“I notified the Covenant Church

Submitted photo

Betty Steadford (left) received the Purple Cane, an award that was created
by Pat Voisine and State Representative Orlando Ramos to recognize the

neighborhood’s eldest resident.

on Berkshire Ave,” Voisine said. “I
left a message that we were going
to have a presentation, and we had a
great turn-out from her parish.”

This is fairly typical of the Pur-
ple Cane presentations, according
to Voisine, who compared it to the

previous presentation to Stella Soja
that was held in her backyard, and
the first ceremony for Mary Pop-
ko, which was well-attended by her
large family.

Please see GANE, Page 6

Former Town Planner
remembered at meeting

By Marcelo Gusmao
Editor
mgusmao @turley.com

LUDLOW - At last week’s Se-
lect Board meeting, the members
offered condolences to the family
of Town Planner Doug Stefancik,
and voted on how to immortalize
his contributions to the town.

“] think the town lost some-

body very important and |

feel very sorry for his family.”

- James Gennette

Select Board Chair Derek De-
Barge began the meeting by an-
nouncing the recent sudden passing
of Doug Stefancik.

“It was a shock to all of us em-
ployees at Town Hall,” DeBarge
said. “If you talk to anybody about
Doug in the building, 1 guarantee
you they will all say very similar
things about him; number one, ev-
ery time you saw him, he was al-
ways smiling; number two, when
you spoke to him, he was always
very soft-spoken, respectful, and
caring. He listened to what you
were saying and he tried to engage
in the conversation that you wanted
to have with him.”

DeBarge described Stefancik
as “a perfect professional,” and
“an all-around great guy,” as well
as an accomplished gardener and
cook. The board offered its condo-
lences to to Stefancik’s mother, sis-
ter, brother, and other relatives and
friends.

Select Board Member James
Gennette said that his first interac-
tion with the town was through Ste-
fancik, when opening a business in
town, and described him as helpful,
patient, and kind.

“I’'m very, very saddened by the
loss,” Gennette said. “I think the
town lost somebody very important
and I feel very sorry for his family.”

Select Board Member
Manuel Silva echoed these
statements and offered his
condolences to his family
and friends.

“What I liked about
Doug is, he always helped,”
Silva said. “That’s the one
thing I’'ve always told all of
our employees; we’re here to help
the public, and he always did.”

DeBarge and Silva also offered
their condolences to Elsa Baros for
the loss of her son.

The board discussed the possi-
bility of dedicating the developing
dog park in the memory of Ste-
fancik, at the suggestion of Sue Ur-
ban.

“Doug was pretty passionate
about the dog park,” DeBarge said.
“I thought this was a great sugges-
tion by Sue.”

Select Board Member Bill
Rosenblum said he saw no need for
a discussion, and the board voted
unanimously to approve the motion.

The board then voted to appro-
priate $1,034.49 from 40R to install
a plaque at the park. The plaque
will read “In memory of former
Town Planner, Doug Stefancik, who
turned a dream into this reality for
dog lovers in Ludlow and beyond.”
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250th Committee’s ‘Last
Night’ Celebration to be
held at high school

LUDLOW - The 250th Semi-Quincentennial Cele-
bration Committee invites you, your family and friends to
“Last Night” at the High School, 500 Chapin St., on Satur-
day, Feb. 22, from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m., with a snow date of
Sunday, Feb. 23.

Come and spend the afternoon and evening as the com-
munity celebrates the very last event that commemorates
the town’s 250th year. This fun-filled day will begin at 11
a.m. and will be celebrated into nightfall with a fireworks
display at approximately 6 p.m. to end the evening the
same way it began, with a bang.

This event will be held both indoors and outdoors. Over

75 crafters and vendors will be lining the halls, gymnasi-
M MM/E’ C S af é l:y ums and cafeteria with their amazing items for sale. Many
of our local non-profit groups will also be there.

presentat ion There will be plenty of delicious food available such

as hotdogs, hamburgers, chili, bake potatoes, kettle corn,

a t t he L udlow mac and cheese, Portuguese-style pork bifana sandwiches,

Puerto Rican cuisine, cookies, soup, fresh baked breads

Sen ior C enter and desserts, and many more food items, hot chocolate,

coffee and beverages too, so come hungry.
Fun family activities will include the Roaming Railroad

Massachusetts Municipal Wholesale

: train ride for families to enjoy at no charge. If it snows,
E::g:::gaﬁgﬂg z:;;‘; (‘:\f‘:\g‘l’:’:‘f )s:feeltt:[aer\:ent there will be fun snowman building challenge that can be a
at the Ludlow Senior Center. MMWEC's family event or individual, and other winter themed events.
Michael Russell presented on gas pipeline The Hampden Counts Sheriff’s Department’s mounted
safety and awareness and Ray Gouley of patrol will also be outdoors for a meet and greet. To keep
the R.F. Gouley Company covered the ins you warm while enjoying outdoor activities, there will be a
and outs of electrical safety. The annual great big bonfire to gather around with friends.
event is sponsored by MMWEC. There will be a wonderful look back presentation on

the television just outside of the auditorium showcasing
the many wonderful events we’ve held to celebrate our
250th year. You'll also see a great collection of photo-

Li On S S ch Ol ar Ship Reminder tO return your 202 5 graphs printed from the original glass plate negative do-

nated by WestMass of our mills, presented by the Hubbard

Memorial Library.

applications available AIlIlllal TOWII CeIlSllS fOl'IIl Stop by to see Elsa and Anna for a meet and greet,

LUDLOW — Please return the annual which will include an autograph and a photo opportunity.
. There will be a free kid’s corner for the children to enjoy
LUDLOW-— The Ludlow Li Club is pleased t ) town census form as soon as possible .
© Luciow -1ons LD 15 pieased 1o an to the Office of the Town Clerk. making fun crafts.

nounce that it is accepting applications for the James and Annual Town Census forms can The Ludlow 250th history book and merchandise for

Mary O’Neil ($40,000 paid over 4 years), the S. Louis be mailed to the Office of the Town sale at Last Night. Get yours while they last as quantities
Marceau and the Paul R. Baird scholarships ($1.000 each) Clerk. 488 Chapin St. Ludlow. MA are limited and selling fast.
Eligible applicants must be residents of Ludlow, regardless 0105 6’ or returng din {he Town ’Clerk We’ll end our wonderful day at sunset with a fabulous
of the high school attended, and entering freshman year at drop box located behind Town Hall fireworks display at approximately 6 p.m. Guests will be
an accredited college or technical school in the fall. The State law requires that you be sent an allowed to sit in the new LHS sports complex bleachers for
James and Mary O’Neil scholarship is available only to annual street listing/census form. Update the information for the best view.
students who will be attending the University of Massa- |41 jndividuals who reside in your household, including chil- This Last Night event will have something for every-
chusetts Amherst campus. dren, and respond within ten days, even if no changes are nec- one, so please mark your calendars for this fun filled day
Applications may be obtained from the Guidance De- essary. for all to enjoy and remember celebrating our town’s 250th
partments of Ludlow High School, or Pope Francis Pre- Warning: Failure to respond to this mailing shall result in year.
paratory School, by using the “Scholarship” button on removal from the active voting list and may result in removal For more information on the 250th Committee, you can
the Ludlow Lions Club Web page (https://e-clubhouse. from the voter registration rolls. follow them on Facebook, or visit their website at Lud-
org/sites/ludlow_ma/index.php), by request at LUDLOW- lowMA250.0rg.
LIONS @yahoo.com or by contacting a Ludlow Lions . . .
Clubmember. | Stay off the ice this winter
The Scholarship applications must be received by
April 1. Mail applications to the Ludlow Lions Club, Attn: WILBRAHAM/HAMPDEN - How thick is safe ice? Ice

Scholarship Committee, P.O. Box 72, Ludlow, MA 01056- on moving waters in rivers, streams and brooks is generally HO St families needed

0072. not safe.
The thickness of ice on ponds depends on factors such

as water currents, depth and natural objects like stumps or LUDLOW— ASSE International Student Exchange

rocks. Daily changes in temperature can cause ice to expand Programs, a Non-Profit, Public Benefit Organization, is

and contract, which affects its stability. inviting local families to discover the many rewards of

We don't onl Because of these factors, no one can declare the ice to be hosting a foreign exchange student. ASSE students come

y safe. The only safe ice is at a skating rink. from more than 50 countries worldwide: France, Den-

work here A message from fire and life safety educators of Wilbra- mark, Spain, Italy, Ukraine, Japan, Australia, to name a

! ham and Hampden. few. They are between the ages of 15 and 18 years, and

we live here they are enthusiastic and excited to experience American

ACAC ERRAZINA culture, family life, school, sports. etc. They also love to

too! Bl\:l*die%aHmlﬁ;[scllﬁlﬁl\)ﬁz?c{E c gigla?er,Mason share their own culture and language wit.h their host fam-

Si Senior & Veteran M bv A q ilies, who welcome the students into their home, not as a

1{6’5? Discounts Offered Ahlatiingthy L L ) guest, but as a family member, giving everyone involved a

(413) 610-1122 * Fax: (413) 610-1126 . Chimneys, Walls and ich cultural i Host famili be sinele par-

MARTA ) ) 5 Exam & Six Treatments $285 Other Masonry Specialties rich cultura experlience. ost tamilies may be single par
TR TNl | Cell: 413-222-6841 Cell: (413) 433-3238 ents, couples and single persons.

pmarta@martalawotfices.com Insurance Not Accepted Home: (413) 543-6773 The exchange students have pocket money for personal

expenses and full health, accident and liability insurance.
ASSE students are carefully selected based upon academ-
ics and personality, and host families choose their student

[ )
, ' from a wide variety of backgrounds, countries and person-
S I nl ‘ e I S I ’ [ al interests.

ASSE also offers qualified American students the op-

z portunity to learn another language and culture by spend-

Cele b r atlng 60 Y ear S Of S ucceSS) ing a school year, semester or a summer with a host family
. . in another country.

0 ne C l lé nt At A Tl m e.’ Those interested in hosting an exchange student or

becoming an exchange student abroad, should call Lori
at 1-800-677-2773, visit www.asse.com or send an email
to asseusaeast@asse.com to request more information or
start the application process. Students are eager to learn
about their American host family, so begin the process of
welcoming your new son or daughter today. The memories

and the friendship you create with your exchange student
will stay with you forever.

Madhukar R Medipally, DMD

534 Center Street
Ludlow, MA 01056
(413) 583-2070 T (413) 583-6027 F

Located in Post Office Park,
Wilbraham

 Helping clients live their
best financial life since 1965

Mike Trombley, Financial Advisor, Former MLB Player;

o Accomplished, Friendly Barbara Trombley, CPA, Financial Advisor FAMILY DENTAL

and Professional 85 Post Office Park - Suite 8524 PRACTICE
Wilbraham, MA 01095

« Contact us for a Phone 413-596-699?2 Accepting New Patients
no-fee consultation . Including Commonwealth Care Alliance
trombleyassociates.com Mass Health (Under 21)

And Nearly All Dental Insurance Plans.

Securities offered through LPL Financial. Member FINRA/SIPC. Advisory services offered through info@drmedipally.com

Trombley Associates, a registered investment advisor and separate entity from LPL Financial.




DUA

This is Dua. She
loves to just sit with her
pink bunny. We feature
your pets here. Is your
fur friend a dog, cat,
chicken, lizard, horse,
bird, mouse...you get
the point. Is there a pet
you’re fostering and
trying to re-home? All
pets are welcome! Email
a high-resolution jpg
of your pet with a little
information to journal-
register@turley.com.

Animal Control to
reunite with Rosie

Dog who was
missing in
freezing
femperatures

LUDLOW - An-
imal Control Officer
Octavia Anderson will
be reuniting with Rosie
the Husky-Pitbull mix
after she was missing
for six days in freezing
temperatures.

On the morning
of Tuesday, Jan. 21,
Kendra Supersad was
juggling her kids and
various
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SO GOOD TOGETHER
ROSES, DINNER & WINE

Beautiful
Long Stem

Roses

BY THE DOZEN

OR BY THE STEM
Specially Wrapped & Bowed

With Baby’s Breath & Greens!

Valentine Bouquets

housekeeping
tasks when she forgot
to close her backyard
gate. A short while
later, she realized that
Rosie, one of her two
dogs, was missing. Af-
ter frantically search-
ing her home and the
nearby area, she knew
that Rosie had run off.

She reached out to
the police, who direct-
ed her to Animal Control Officer Octavia Anderson.

ACO Anderson posted about Rosie on the Animal Con-
trol Facebook page, and expected she would return home that
same day. Unfortunately, she remained missing.

Rosie’s story gained a massive following on social me-
dia, with members of the community establishing a dedicated
Facebook page called “Bring Rosie Home,” and a GoFund-
Me that raised nearly $700 in two hours to pay for Hawkeye
drone service to look for Rosie.

Thankfully, the service wasn’t needed. With the help of
ACO Anderson, Belchertown ACO Sarah Byrnes, and the en-
tire community, Rosie was found safe almost six days later
near the solar panels behind Americo Street.

The money raised through the GoFundMe page will be do-
nated to the Friends of Ludlow Animal Control, a nonprofit
group dedicated to raising money to build a shelter in town
and to support the Animal Control office.

“ACO Anderson is an asset to the Town and to my police
department daily,” said Chief Valadas. “She does great work
with these types of calls involving animals and provides an
unmatched service that we greatly need and appreciate.”

Supersad, Rosie, and ACO Anderson will reunite at the
Police Department on Wednesday, Feb. 12, at 11 a.m. to share
their story and thank the greater Ludlow community for its
help in bringing Rosie home.

& Arrangements

TULIPS, MINI SPRAY ROSES
Love Inspired For All Your Sweethearts

Ready For Pick-up or Local Delivery
Call 589-7071
Exotic
Orchid Plants
$19.99 4 inch pot

Love At First Bite

Romantic Dinners to Take Out
READY TO HEAT AND SERVE
Available Friday, February 14
Filet Mignon ~ Wrapped with
Applewood Smoked Bacon
With Cabernet Wine Sauce
Crab Stuffed Lobster Tails ~
with Butter & Lemon
Choice of Appetizer & Dessert
Baby Vegetables & Mini Ciabatta Bread

Submitted photo
Rosie, a two-year-old Husky-Pitbull
mix, was found safe after six days
in below-freezing temperatures
thanks to Ludlow Animal Gontrol
Officer Octavia Anderson. Rosie and
ACO Anderson will reunite at an
event on Wednesday, Feb. 12,

Ludlow Lions Club will
present dinner

LUDLOW - The Lions Club will present a Comical
Modern Mystery Dinner “Deadly Chateau Shenanigans, on
Saturday, March 8. Doors open at 6 p.m. and Dinner will
be at 6:30 p.m.; $45 per person or 2 for $85.

Participate and interact with Cza Cza Grabmore and her
three famous investigators. Diners become part of the best
Murder Mystery Party ever. But this party just got deadly.

Tony & Penny’s Restaurant, 18 Canterbury St. Menu
includes: Chicken Soup, Salad, Rolls, Fish Filet w/Rice,
Roast Beef, Seasonal Vegetables, Desert & Coffee/Tea
(Pasta Primavera upon request).

Tickets may be purchased thru the mail by sending a
check, made payable to the Ludlow Lions Club, to PO Box
72, Ludlow, MA 01056. Or by visiting https://bit.ly/Lud-
lowLionsClub. ludlowlions @ yahoo.com.

SCHOOLS from Page 1

sional development throughout the year
weaves in all of those.”

Brandt described the professional
development training that the district
had in January. The district has been
contracting work and partnering around
ways to implement MTSS, with an in-
terest in “strengthening that core,” while
also looking at socio-emotional learning
through behavioral health and academ-
ics.

“You might remember last time
we had Becca Gauvin from the High
School come in and talk about the
Lighthouse consultants and the grant
that we had,” Brandt said. “That’s pro-
viding us with professional develop-
ment throughout the school year, some
of which is happening on the district
days.”

Brandt added that there are addi-
tional sessions happening outside the
district days. She also mentioned the
district’s partnership with Novak As-
sociates, with whom the schools have
been working to implement Univer-
sal Design for Learning, a framework
developed by the Center for Applied
Special Technology to improve and
optimize teaching and learning for all
people, based on scientific insights into
how humans learn.

The district has focused its data

work on assessments based on Dynamic
Indicators of Basic Early Literacy Skills
and the Universal Screeners for Number
Sense.

“The Lower Pioneer Valley Educa-
tional Collaborative has been working
with us around some Diversity, Equity,
Inclusion, and Belonging connections to
UDL and Cassel,” Brandt said. “Addi-
tionally, we’ve been continuing with our
work to get more staff trained in Mental
Health First Aid, which is a continuing
process from last year.”

The district also started working
with Hirshberg Behavioral Health Ser-
vices at the beginning of the year, in-
cluding branching out to work with ele-
mentary teachers last month.

“I spoke a little bit about this, pri-
marily with the social workers, with the
school adjustment counselors, and with
the behavioral specialists,” Brandt said.

“Also this year we’ve been looking
to expand how we use Vector around
professional development to streamline
some of our programming and the sign-
ing up, registering, sending out informa-
tion, and monitoring professional devel-
opment points,” Brandt added.

Brandt said that the district will be
continuing its partnership with Hillford
Literacy around professional develop-
ment.

“In prior years, Hillford Litera-
cy provided science of reading cours-

es, primarily to East Street and Harris
Brook schools,” Brandt said. “Those
were done via courses that were syn-
chronous and virtual at the same time.
We will be picking up with that.”

Brandt said that the district will also
be working with The Collaborative in
Northampton for professional develop-
ment surrounding Pre-K. Lastly, Brandt
said that the schools are looking to ex-
pand its subscription to the Massachu-
setts Partnernships for Youth, which is
funded through a grant and offers a va-
riety of services.

The committee thanked Dr. Brandt
for her work with the district. Superin-
tendent Dr. Tiano said that, though she’s
been in the district for six months, she’s
been working in curriculum instruction
and assessment for the last decade.

“Joining another team,” Tiano said,
“joining another district, her efforts to
find out where we are at, working with
our staff in classrooms and getting that
continuous feedback and building re-
lationships, and helping us utilize re-
sources that we’ve had has really been
impressive, in a short amount of time.”

Tiano concluded that, thanks to the
work and expertise of Dr. Brandt, the
district’s curriculum development is “in
good hands.”

CARES from Page 1

Because of the partnership with the
town, the American Foundation for Sui-
cide Prevention also gave CARES and
the public schools $40,000 to conduct
Mental Health First Aid Training at the
schools. Rooney also highlighted the
work of Karen Carreira, who was select-
ed by the AFSP as one of the top 10 vol-
unteers in the country.

The meeting continued with an up-
date on the Drug-Free Community
Grant. Due to the federal government
putting a pause on federal grants, appli-
cations were not available as of the Feb.
5 meeting. CARES also provided up-
dates on its local partnerships and pro-
grams that are promoting mental health
among our community’s youth.

The meeting discussed plans for its
Ultimate Family Dance Party, which has

Voice
or text

Joe Santos
Registered Master

Santos Barher Shop

Corner of East and (244)
Hubbard St., Ludlow

A Traditional Barber Shop
413.583.4042

Hours: Tuesday - Friday 9-6
Barber Since 1976 ~ Appointments preferred - Give us a call today!

APPOINTMENTS USUALLY AVAILABLE THE SAME DAY - CALL US!

been scheduled for Friday, April 4. The
Coalition will also assemble the Valen-
tine’s Day Gift Bags that are being sent
out to the community’s seniors next
week.

The CARES Coalition is always
looking for more volunteers, so if you’d
like to learn how to get involved, you
can visit their website at LudlowCares-
Coalition.org, or send an email to Lud-
lowCares @ GMail.com.

Ludiow Self Storage

Compare Our Prices & Save!
Local Family Owned & Managed

Brand New Building!

Safe & Secure with 24/7 Access,
Security Cameras & Coded Entry
Largest Selection of Sizes Available

291 Moody Street, Ludiow
call/text: 413-800-6022 e ludlowselfstorage.com

Please Order By February 12th

Randall’s Hand Dipped
Chocolate Covered
Strawberries

Wine 0f The Month

Elouan Pinot Noir

$15.99 750 mi
$2 OFF Reg. Price

Randall’s Greenhouse
Café Is Now Open!

PERFECT PLACE TO ENJOY
YOUR RANDALL’S LUNCH!

ALWAYS FRESH AT

631 CENTER ST., Route 21, Mass Tpke Exit 54
LUDLOW e 589-7071 e www.randallsfarm.net
WINTER HOURS

OPEN MONDAY - FRIDAY 7AM - 8PM
OPEN SATURDAY & SUNDAY 7AM -7PM

Find us on and

413.283.8393 e classifieds@turley.com
24 Water St., Palmer ¢ 80 Main St., Ware
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OPINION

Random Acts o/f

\ y

By Barb Turcotte

it was so evident while having the pleasure of sitting

down and chatting with Aaron and Amy Porchelli.

I asked if they’d always been close, their answer yes,
and shared how they’d continually watched out for one
another even in their youth.

They expressed how their parents who have been mar-
ried sixty-three years, were great examples and instilled
in them the importance of family. Aaron conveyed how
he loved coaching his kids and the younger generation for
various sports. Amy and Aaron have carried their parent’s
belief of family forward not only with each other but their
spouses and the next generation. Aaron described how
it’s often those little things that make such a difference in
the quality of life for not only yourself but others. One
small example he gave, bringing in a neighbor’s trash bar-
rel for them, an effortless gesture. Just a nice Random
Act of Kindness.

I’d actually met and knew of Aaron years ago through
a friend of mine. In his younger years he helped their
kids put in and take out the dock at their lake house, and
though he enjoyed the escapades at the lake, he unself-
ishly offered his help. Aaron has always enjoyed helping
others and for over twenty-one years has been an Inde-
pendent Energy Agent helping people with their gas and
electric services. Two years ago he ventured down anoth-
er path, passed the real estate test and is now a licensed
agent as well.

Amy, I met as she’s an artist and helps residents where
I’'m employed with some amazing artwork. She founded
her business ArtSong in 2011, providing art enrichment
and organizational development programs in our local
communities. She’s quick to smile and has a warm heart
that just endears you to her immediately. Having musical
abilities as well, she gives private piano lessons too! I've
watched her as she’s encouraged some of the residents to
explore their imaginations with colors and textures giving
each one special attention, as if they were a member of
her own family. It’s beautiful to witness her kindness as
she wants each person to have wonderful experiences.

Did I mention these siblings are very musically talent-
ed and collaborated on an original album, ‘Bigger Than
Me’ in 2019? They play in several local establishments
as a duo band called ‘The Wandering Kin’ and also en-
joy performing with a six-piece Pink Floyd tribute band
called, ‘Retro Floyd.’

Though after chatting with people and being enlight-
ened by the various things they tell me regarding Random
Acts of Kindness, this space doesn’t allow me to share all
their wonderful stories. However, the one that stands out
in my mind after chatting with Aaron and Amy was the
vision Aaron had come to him during a dream.

Last year Aaron called Amy telling her she’d think he
was crazy but went on to share his dream. In this vision
they were singing while going into nursing homes, senior
centers, schools and other organizations. But instead of
doing this as paid gigs, they would do these as compli-
mentary acoustic performances. The premise of this was
to put smiles on 1,000 people’s faces! Well instead of
thinking he was crazy, Amy absolutely loved the idea and
his night-time dream became a reality! In addition to this
vision they soon founded the ‘1,000 Smiles’ sing-a-thon.
They both beamed as they talked about what it had meant
to see all those faces light up with their music. This also
gave me a beautiful mental image as I imagined all these
faces just radiating happiness!

Their plan was a repeat performance this year while
adding on some new spots as well. All the plans were in
place and they excitedly anticipated this year’s festivities
but on concert day Aaron woke with no voice plus knew
it was something more so didn’t want to take the chance
of infecting others. Needless to say they were heartbroken
as all the holiday plans and promises had to be cancelled.
However, they’ve vowed they’re coming back stronger
and want to increase the amount of places they sing this
year and in the coming years as they expand it for more
than one day in the future as well.

What an incredible visualization Aaron had and to be
willing to share their talents with no financial gains but
instead gaining at the soul level, that’s truly a beautiful
Random Act of Kindness!

Both Aaron and Amy said living a good life is simply,
“Just doing the right thing for people.” They added with
animated expressions, “It keeps you young!” So if you
want to live a good life and stay young the secret is, do a
Random Act of Kindness!

If you’d like to share a Random Act of Kindness sto-
ry or if this one has touched you, please contact me at
bdt514@aol.com or 413-575-9385. Who knows, you
might see your story, ‘Just ‘Cause’ you witnessed, you
did or maybe received something nice being done for you.
See you soon with another Random Act of Kindness!

Iknow we’ve all heard of brotherly and sisterly love but
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Roses or carnations,
you chose!

With St. Valentine’s Day coming up, my
thoughts turn to flowers.

I am not a “rose girl” so to speak. It is
probably because I am frugal and roses cost
an arm and a leg this time of year.

Get me a carnation and I am happy. They
don’t bend at the neck or pick you with
thorns. They even smell nice, to me the fra-
grance is that of cloves.

So this will be a combo column. First, it
will give our rose lovers out there the best
chance of keeping their admirer’s big invest-
ment healthy for the longest possible time.
Then, I will do the same for the humble car-
nation.

Perhaps you will be the lucky recipient
of roses on Friday. I have a couple tricks up
my sleeve to help you increase their vase-life.
First, remove the roses from their box and
give each one a fresh cut on a forty-five de-
gree angle.

If you can do this under water, all the bet-
ter to prevent what I call “bent head” or “limp
neck” syndrome- an air bubble clogging the
stem.

You should also remove any foliage that
will be underwater — it will rot and make the
water stinky and full of bacteria. Leaves on
the top third of the stem can remain as long
as they look pretty; unbeknownst to me, these
will continue to photosynthesize, making
food to help the rose color up to its full po-
tential.

We all have had a few “bent heads” or
“limp necks” in our day — a shame, consider-
ing how expensive roses are, especially when
purchased on a holiday. If you catch this sit-
uation early there is a way to remedy it: re-
cut the stem of the rose or roses in question
and soak them horizontally, under water for a
half-hour or so.

This technique is contrary to what one
might think is good for a many-petaled flow-
er. I would argue that water trapped with-
in the petals would breed fungi and shorten
vase-life, but I guess if the rose is doomed to
the fate of a bent head, it’s worth a shot. Reg-
ular folks have tried it in the bathtub and have
been successful.

How about those carnations? They aren’t
as fussy as their more expensive counterparts,
but here are a few helpful hints. Recut their
stems to just above a node (the bump where
leaves come from) and place in floral preser-
vative.

If you don’t have floral preservative, you
can make your own. Here is a recipe that,
just like the professional blends, contain the
three necessary components for fresh flower
health and longevity: carbohydrates, a biocide
and pH adjuster.

1t sugar

1t bleach

2t lemon or lime juice (strained)
1 quart water

Alternate version:

1-12 ounce can decaf lemon/lime soda
3 cans water

1T bleach

Mix and stir to flatten

Each of these preservatives should be
stored in the refrigerator with contents la-
beled.

Sometimes, carnations come very tightly
budded. If you want them to open quickly,
without waiting days, you can up the sugar
content in the preservative to force bloom.

Do expect that you won’t get to en-
joy them as long in the vase if you do this,
though, since their energy will be spent.

Cut flowers are sensitive to ethylene gas,
and carnations are especially sensitive. Rot-
ting foliage, ripening fruit, cigarette smoke
and exhaust all release ethylene gas, which
acts like a hormone that triggers maturation
and death. For that reason we avoid storing
flowers in the household fridge.

I had my own firsthand experience. I had
arrangements to make at work, but had jury
duty the day they were needed. I made them
a day early and cleared out one of the cool-
ers. Wouldn’t you know it that someone put
an apple inside without my knowing. Sure
enough everything was ruined.

Whether you are a rose lover or a carna-
tion lover, or enjoy any flower in between,
I hope that you either treat yourself, or are
treated by someone else, either on St. Valen-
tine’s Day or sometime soon!

Roberta McQuaid graduated from the
Stockbridge School of Agriculture at the Uni-
versity of Massachusetts. For 33 years she
has held the position of staff horticulturist at
Old Sturbridge Village. She enjoys growing
food as well as flowers. Have a question for
her? Email it to pouimette @ turley.com with
“Gardening Question” in the subject line.

SOCIAL SECURITY
]

Why was Social Security
money moved to the
General Treasury?

By Russell Gloor

Dear Rusty:

Why were the Social Security funds
moved from the Social Security account to
the General Fund with the government?

Is it not then called a tax making it an en-
titlement? That then gives the government
control of our retirement. Most of us feel that
someone should be in charge and use the So-
cial Security fund with investments that grow
our savings.

I invested my 401,000 and savings and the
original amount made me money during the
Trump years and I'm now trying to catch up.
I make this statement because I draw more
from my investments than I receive from So-
cial Security.

Signed: Questioning Senior Citizen

Dear Questioning Senior:
I’'m afraid I must inform you that no So-
cial Security funds have ever been moved

from the Social Security account to the gov-
ernment’s General Fund; this is a pervasive
myth which we have refuted many times
over the years. For information, here is one
of many articles I have published on this top-
ic, which I hope you find interesting: https://
socialsecurityreport.org/ask-rusty-about-re-
paying-social-security-money-taken-by-poli-
ticians/.

Someone actually is charged with mon-
itoring our Social Security funds, a board
of Social Security Trustees consisting of the
Secretaries of Treasury, Labor, and Health
and Human Services, as well as the Com-
missioner of Social Security plus two Public
Trustees. Each year the Social Security Trust-
ees do a complete analysis of the Social Se-
curity program, especially its financial status
and outlook for the future. If you have interest
in the Trustee’s latest annual report, here is a
link to the 2024 analysis: https://socialsecu-
rityreport.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/
tr24summary.pdf.

What you will find in the Trustees’ re-
port is that Social Security will run out of re-
served funds in about 2033, necessitating an
across the board cut of about 21% for every-
one, unless Congress acts soon to reform the
program and restore it to fiscal solvency. The
Trustees have warned Congress about this
problem for many years, but Congress has yet
to find the bipartisan cooperation needed to

Please see SSI, Page 5
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Letters to the editor should be 250 words
or less in length. No unsigned or anonymous
opinions will be published. We require
letter writers to include his or her town of
residence and home telephone number.
We must authenticate authorship prior to
publication.

We reserve the right to edit or withhold
any submissions deemed to be libelous
or contain unsubstantiated allegations,
personal attacks, defamation of character
and offensive language.

Al unknown or alleged facts and
quotations offered by the author need to cite
credible, unbiased sources.

Send letters to: The Register,
24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069 or
email theregister@turley.com.
The deadline for submissions
is Friday at noon.

SUBMISSIONS POLICY

Readers, local merchants, institutions,
municipalities, non-profit groups, and civic
organizations are strongly encouraged to
send The Register your hometown news
and photos. News items and press releases
should be sent via email to mharrison@
turley.com as an attachment AND pasted
directly into the email message screen.

Please send photo captions identifying all
subjects in your image(s) from left to right.

We need first and last name, hometown,
title if applicable, and a brief description of
what subjects are doing in the photo. Email
uncorrected, raw, RGB color digital photos at
highest resolution directly off your camera to
mharrison@turley.com.

Publicity chairpersons are encouraged to
send in news about upcoming fundraising
or other calendar events at least three
weeks before the event.

If you are having difficulty with a press
release or need help, please call (413) 283-
8393.

To send submissions by regular post,
mail to: The Register, 24 Water Street,
Palmer, MA 01069.
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Election letters policy

The Register welcomes readers to
participate in this year’s election cam-
paigns by writing letters to the editor for
publication on these pages. Letters of up
to 250 words from local residents en-
dorsing candidates on the ballot or dis-
cussing campaign issues should be sent
to The Register, care of Turley Publica-
tions, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069,
faxed to 413-289-1977 or emailed to
theregister@turley.com. Please include
a daytime telephone number for verifi-
cation purposes (it will not be printed).
Letters must be received by noon Mon-
day to be considered for that Thursday’s
newspaper. No attack letters will be
printed. No letters written by candidates
supporting their own candidacy will be
printed. If the volume of letters received
is larger than the space available in the
newspaper, or if the letters become
repetitive, the newspaper reserves the
right to print a representative sample.
No endorsement letters will be printed
in the last edition before the election.

For more information, call the editor
at 413-283-8393.

CAMPAIGN NEWS

As part of its election coverage, the
newspaper plans to print stories about
contested races for Congress, state
Senate, state House, district attorney
and Governor’s Council during the
weeks leading up to the election, as well
as a question-and-answer voters guide.
In order to ensure faimess to all candi-
dates, no political press releases will be
printed, nor will reporters cover political
rallies or fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to further pub-
licize their candidacy, beliefs and events
may contact advertising, 413-283-8393
about paid advertising in The Register.




DATEBOOK

Do you have a local event or activity to
publicize? Please send the information as
either a Word doc or plain (no bold text or
other formatting) email text (no PDFs, please
and do not use all uppercase (i.e. UPPER
CASE) by 5 p.m. Friday. At least two weeks
prior to the event is encouraged. Send your
community events to pressreleases@turley.
com.

ONGOING

FOOD DRIVE BI-MONTHLY. On the
first Saturday of each EVEN month (February,
April, June, August, October, December) First
Church in Ludlow, 859 Center St, collects
non-perishable foods. From 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.,
drive through the back parking lot. We will
take your donations out of your car & bring
them to the Community Survival Center to
be distributed to those in need. Bring all food
items to drop off at our next Food Drive on
Feb. 1. Thanks for your generosity.

FREE CLOTHING. Every Tuesday from
9 to 11 am., in the school building locat-
ed behind Crossway Christian Church, 2230
Main St., Three Rivers. Clothing from baby
through adult. Current, seasonal clothes in all
sizes. Bags are provided for easy shopping.
For more information call Donna, (413)478-
0768.

SENIOR BINGO: Hosted by the Indian
Orchard Citizens Council 3:30-5 p.m. every
Monday. Free to play with great prizes. For
more information, call 413-209-8240.

THRIFT SHOP: Now open at St. Greg-
ory Armenian Church, 135 Goodwin Street,
Indian Orchard, 9:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. every
Saturday offering quality items at affordable
prices. Gently- used clothing and accessories,
household items, books, children’s items,
collectors’ items and more are available. For
more information, call the church office at
413-543-4763.

CHESS CLUB: Open to residents of
all surrounding communities 5:30 p.m. ev-
ery Tuesday at the Indian Orchard Citizens
Council, 117 Main St. For more information,
contact the IOCC at 413- 209-8240 or indi-
anorchardcitizenscouncil @ gmail.com or stop
in during operating hours. Follow the IOCC
on Facebook and Instagram.

LUDLOW SENIOR CENTER 55 AND
OVER CO-ED VOLLEYBALL LEAGUE:
At East Street School on Tuesdays and Thurs-
days from 5:30-7:30 p.m. the cost to take part
is $5 per year. For more information contact
Maria Ardolino, activities director at activi-
ty@ludlow.ma.us or call 413-583-3564.

AQUACISE AT THE CLUB: The Lud-
low Community Center/Randall Boys & Girls
Club, at 91 Claudias Way, continues to offer
Aquacise throughout the week. Aquacise is

a low-impact, full-body workout performed
in the water to put less stress on your joints
and muscles while building strength. Classes
are open to all members with pool-inclusive
memberships and do not require prior regis-
tration. Classes are held 8:30-9:15 a.m., Tues-
days, Wednesdays and Thursdays. For ques-
tions, call 413-583-2072, ext. 124.

SUPPORT FOR FAMILY MEMBERS:
The Michael J. Dias Support Group meets
6-7:15 p.m. on the second and fourth Tuesday
of the month at Our Lady of Fatima Parish
Center. Education, resources, peer support,
and hope for parents and family members
coping with a loved one with a substance use
disorder. Anyone needing help is welcome
to attend. Masks are required and we will be
seated six feet apart. For more information,
call Maureen at 413-563-6226.

H.O.P.E. RECOVERY GROUP: Having
Our Pathways Encouraged meetings are for
those who have experience with addictions,
grief, anxiety and depression, (including anx-
iety and depression due to COVID-19) and
for loved ones who might need help in their
recovery. This group is also for those who can
help lead others in their recovery by example.
This meeting in no way replaces profession-
al therapies. It is a time for sharing strength,
encouragement and hope. No fees. Bring your
own non-alcoholic beverage. Pre-packaged
snacks are available. Small group structure
based on basic Christian principles, concept,
purposes and confidentiality. COVID-19
guidelines are observed. Masks required.
6:30-8 p.m. every Monday at Fellowship
Hall in Faith Community Chapel, 485 East
Street in Ludlow. Parking lot behind Chapel.
Fellowship Hall entrance at back of Chapel.
Seating is limited. To reserve yours, call 413-
519-4591.

QUABBIN VALLEY TWIRLERS If
you missed the first lessons in the fall, now is
the time to give yourself a gift of dancing en-
joyment for the coming holiday time. Do you
want some exercise, mental acuity, and lots of
fun with great people? Try our national folk
dance, square dancing with the Quabbin Val-
ley Twirlers. They dance in Belchertown and
Ludlow with Sunday and Wednesday eve-
nings available. For more information, call
Gloria or Fran at 413-467-3352.

BIBLE STUDY: A weekly Bible study
led by Ludlow resident Hank Bastos takes
place at 7 p.m. on Wednesdays at 485 East
St., Ludlow. Call 413-348-6487 for more in-
formation.

SHARE YOUR SIGHT: Volunteer to
read, shop or walk with a blind or vision im-
paired person in your community. Call the
Massachusetts Association for the Blind and
Visually Impaired at 1-888-613-2777 for de-
tails.

Relay for Life looking for participants

BELCHERTOWN-—Quaboag Valley Re-
lay for Life is looking for more teams to join
our Relay on May 31 on the Belchertown
Common from 10 a.m. - 10 p.m.

Everyone has been affected by cancer
so now is the time to form a few friends
and family so you can fundraise and spread
awareness of this dreaded disease.

You do not have to have a large team or
lots of money collected.

A few new teams getting in some dona-
tions is a big help to the American Cancer

Society.

After we are done doing all our fundrais-
ing, the Relay is a way to unwind and cele-
brate our accomplishments.

The teams can be in honor or in memo-
ry of a loved one or friend. Any questions
please feel free to email ctellie@juno.com

A Kick-Off event will be held on Feb. 23
at Hope Church on Main Street in Belcher-
town from 1 to 3 p.m. This is an informative
and fun event. Come and learn what Relay is
all.about.

S8l from Page 4

fix the problem.

Association of Mature American Citizens
has steadfastly offered proposals to Congress,
which would restore Social Security to sol-
vency and will continue to do so with the new
119th Congress, which convened on Jan. 3,
2025.

Please know that we appreciate your feed-
back and commend you for the wise use of
your 401k investments, something that many
of our members find necessary to supplement
their Social Security. Remember, Social Se-
curity was never intended to provide all your
retirement income, so earlier saving to sup-

plement your retirement financial needs was a
very wise move on your part.

The Association Mature Citizens Founda-
tion and its staff are not affiliated with or en-
dorsed by the Social Security Administration
or any other governmental entity. This article
is intended for information purposes and does
not represent legal or financial guidance. It
presents the opinions and interpretations of
the Association Mature Citizens Foundation’s
staff, trained and accredited by the Nation-
al Social Security Association To submit a
question, visit amacfoundation.org/programs/
social-security-advisory or email us at ssad-
visor @amacfoundation.org. Russell Gloor is
a Social Security advisor for AMAC.

Available evenings and Saturdays.
Scan today to book a consult!

75 Post Office Park
Wilbraham
413-675-7570
www.mypoportho.com

Dr. Ana Serrenho

100% locally owned and operated
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Welcome to the Ludlow Senior Center

LUDLOW— The calendar is packed
with many fitness programs, entertainment,
education sessions, and more. Reserve a
lunch in the Center’s beautiful dining room
complete with coffee, tea, and dessert by
calling a day in advance at 413-583-3564
(call Friday for lunch on Monday).

For full program. and activity descrip-
tions and general information about what
a senior center is and does go to: Ludlow.
ma.us. Seniors can also “like” the Ludlow
Senior Center on Facebook. A paper copy
of the Senior Scene newsletter is available
at the Center.

Activities Calendar:
Please register in advance for items with*

Thursday, Feb. 13
*8:45 a.m. Foot Care by Appointment*
*9 a.m. Tai Chi
*9:30 a.m. Dominos
¢10:15 a.m. Mindful Meditation*
*10:30 a.m. Friends of the Senior Center
Meeting
*10:30 a.m. Senator Oliveira Office Hour
1 p.m. Mahjong
*2 p.m. Writers Block*
*2:30 p.m. Active Yoga

Friday, Feb. 14
*8:45 a.m. Boomer Bootcamp*
*9 a.m. Fitness Advisor Appointments*
*9 a.m. Reiki Appointments*
* 10 a.m. Boomer Bootcamp*
*10 a.m. Blood Pressure Checks
*1 p.m. Ceramics
* | p.m. Healthy Bones & Balance Class*
1 p.m. Magic Class

Monday, Feb. 17
*Center Closed for President’s Day

Tuesday, Feb. 18
*9 a.m. Quilting
*9 a.m. Line Dancing
10 a.m. Cribbage
*10:30 a.m. Gentle Yoga
*1 p.m. Brown Bag Pick Up*
1 p.m. Western Dance Class
*1:30 p.m. Bingo
*4:30 p.m. Power Pump Exercise Class
*5 p.m. Movie: Martha (2024)

*5 p.m. Trivia

Wednesday, Feb. 19
*9 a.m. Ceramics
*9 a.m. Zumba Gold
*9 a.m. Eric Carle Museum Trip*
*10:30 a.m. Healthy Bones & Balance*
* | p.m. Movie: Movie: Martha (2024)
1 p.m. Healthy Bones & Balance*
*4 p.m. COA Board Meeting

Thursday, Feb. 20
*8:45 a.m. Foot Care by Appointment*
*9 a.m. Tai Chi
*9:30 a.m. Dominos
*10:15 a.m. Mindful Meditation*
*12:30 p.m. Hearing Clinic Appointments*
*1 p.m. Mahjong
*2:30 p.m. Active Yoga

*PLEASE register for Boomer Boot
Camp, Healthy Bones & Balance, Foot
Care, and other programs as noted by call-
ing 583-3564

Daily Events:
Café: Monday — Friday 8-11 a.m.
Exercise Room: Monday - Friday 8 a.m.
— 3:30 p.m. Open until 6:30 p.m. on Tues-
day.
Walking Club: Monday — Friday 7 a.m.
and 8 a.m., leaving from the parking lot.

Menu:

Thursday, Feb. 13: Vegetable Chili/Corn
Bread

Friday, Feb. 14: Valentine’s Lunch!
Stuffed Pork Chop/Scalloped Pot/Veggies

Monday, Feb. 17: Center Closed for
President’s Day

Tuesday, Feb.
Stewed Tomatoes

Wednesday, Feb. 19: Crab Cake/Tater
Tots/3 Bean Salad

Thursday, Feb. 20: Birthday Lunch!
Ranch Chicken/Au Gratin Pot/Broccoli

Reserve a delicious $2 lunch by calling
a day ahead. Call on Friday to reserve lunch
on Monday.

For allergy concerns, call the Senior
Center to ask about ingredients at 413-583-
3564.

18: Mac. & Cheese/

Our Final Event!

Visit us at

and on Facebook

Last Night

Saturday, February 22, 2025

11 a.m.

-6 p.m.

(SNOW DATE: FEBRUARY 23, 2025)
Ludlow High School, 500 Chapin St.

The Final, Cvent of Ludlows 2508, Yean!
A full day of fun & festivities with indoor & outdoor activities.
¢ Great Food & Beverages e Over 75 Crafters and Vendors
e Kids Craft Corner ® Roaming Railroad Train
¢ “A Look Back” Presentation of the 250th Eventse Fireworks!
And so much more! Something for all ages!
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South Main Street selected as site for East/West Compass Rail train stop

By Marcelo Gusmao
Editor
mgusmao @turley.com

PALMER - The Department of
Transportation has announced its
selection for the train stop for the
East/West Passenger Rail, selecting
the south side of Palmer Yard on
South Main Street.

This site was determined to offer
the amount of property needed for
a platform to accommodate ADA
needs and passenger train length,
and is expected to have fewer per-
mit requirements, making it the
most affordable of the nine alterna-
tive sites that were considered. The
location is estimated to be about
half a mile from downtown, and
was chosen after months of review,
including feedback from stakehold-
ers and community engagement
events.

“We’re thrilled to have reached
another milestone for West-East
Rail and our efforts to expand rail
service across the state with the se-
lection of a preferred site for Palm-
er Station. This is going to be a ma-
jor boost for Western Mass and for
our state’s economy,” said Governor
Maura Healey. “We’re grateful for
all of the input we received from
community members that helped us
choose the best site for the station.”

“Expanding rail capacity and
connectivity in Massachusetts is
essential if we want to remain eco-
nomically competitive,” said Lieu-
tenant Governor Kim Driscoll. “We
applaud the efforts that have culmi-
nated in the selection of a Palmer
Station location and look forward to
seeing this component of West-East
Rail advance to completion.”

“We are pleased to see that there
is forward movement on a station
in Palmer. I thank everyone on the
steering committee and community
members who gave feedback about
this process,” said Town Manager
Brad Brothers. “We look forward
to working with MassDOT on this
next phase.”

The next step is for the project
team to create a conceptual design
and coordinate with railway owner
CSX, the site property owner, and
the proposed service operator, Am-
trak, on the feasibility of the con-
struction.

“We are very pleased to see
ongoing progress in the advance-
ment of the Compass Rail program,
which will give residents the pas-
senger rail connectivity they need
and deserve,” said Transportation
Secretary Monica Tibbits-Nutt.
“Throughout the planning and de-
sign phase for Palmer Station, we
have been committed to working
with the community to make a site
selection that reflects their needs in
the decades ahead. We appreciate
all the feedback and look forward to
continuing this dialogue.”

Compass Rail is made up of ex-
isting and proposed East/West and
North/South services that intersect
in Springfield at Union Station. The
goal of this expansive vision for the
commonwealth is to integrate ex-
isting DOT-supported services into
a unified system that increases the
public’s access to comprehensive
transportation.

“The South of Palmer Yard lo-
cation has great potential as a fu-
ture stop within the Compass Rail
network, and the local stakehold-
ers’ feedback has been invaluable
in helping us reach an informed
decision,” said Rail and Transit
Administrator Meredith Slesinger.
“The site’s strategic location within
Palmer and its cost-effective geog-
raphy are significant benefits for the
community both short- and long-
term.”

This rail stop will be able to
connect to several services support-
ed and managed by DOT, includ-
ing the following Amtrak-operated
routes: the Vermonter that services
Washington, D.C. and St. Albans,
VT with stops in Springfield, Holy-
oke, Northampton, and Greenfield;
the Valley Flyer between Greenfield
and New Haven, CT, with stops in
Springfield, Holyoke, Northampton,
and Greenfield; the Hartford Line
and Northeast Regional between
Springfield and New Haven, CT or
Washington, D.C.; and the seasonal,
pilot service, the Berkshire Flyer,
which runs between Pittsfield and
New York City.

In addition to these routes, the
East/West Rail represents proposed
new Compass Rail services that
will improve connections between
the eastern and western parts of the
state, including an Inland Route to

Turley photo by Marcelo Gusméo

Palmer Yard, on South Main Street, has been selected as the site for the proposed train stop for the East/West

Passenger Rail.

A draft diagram of how the proposed train station will fit into the selected site on South Main Street.

operate between Boston and New
Haven, CT through Springfield
and a Boston and Albany Corridor
through Pittsfield.

“After years of advocacy by the
residents of Palmer, they are one
step closer to realizing their goal of
a Palmer train station,” said Con-
gressman Richard Neal. “This an-
nouncement follows a fair and thor-
ough review by MassDOT, one that
has been transparent throughout the
decision-making process. Located
just half a mile from the downtown
area, this site will play a critical
role in unlocking economic growth
in the Town of Palmer and sur-
rounding communities, while pro-

viding the space needed to accom-
modate the demand for increased
passenger rail.”

“We are fortunate to have two
leaders in Governor Healey and
Lieutenant Governor Driscoll who
have been steadfast in their support
of improving and expanding pas-
senger rail service throughout the
Commonwealth,” Neal said. “With
Massachusetts receiving more than
$9 billion in federal funding from
the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law,
we have made substantial progress
in advancing key rail projects, en-
hancing connectivity, and modern-
izing our transportation network.
Today marks yet another significant

milestone in making West-East Rail
a reality.”

“We are excited to see West-East
Rail mark this milestone and move
forward with the conceptual design
of the project. We look forward to
being a partner in helping to create
more transportation options for res-
idents here in Palmer and western
Massachusetts,” shared Kimberly
Robinson, Executive Director of the
Pioneer Valley Planning Commis-
sion.

For more information on the
development of Compass Rail, you
can visit their website at Mass.gov/
Compass-Rail.

support Steadford.

Betty Steadford (seated) was presented with the Purple Cane in
a ceremony at the Indian Orchard Citizens Council on Jan. 28.

HOUSING REHABILITATION ASSISTANCE
TOWN OF LUDLOW

The town of Ludlow, with the assistance of the Pioneer Valley Planning Commission (PVPC) is applying for funding
to assist qualified homeowners in making necessary repairs to their homes. In order to be eligible for assistance, total
household income shall not exceed current federal income guidelines based on the number of people residing in a

household. (See table below).

If you need to make improvements to your roof, windows, siding, plumbing, electrical, lead paint/ asbestos removal,
heating system, septic system repair/ replacement and/or other program eligible improvements, please fill out the
following form and return to Joe Hagopian at the PVPC (address appears below).
strictly confidential and will be maintained in the Springfield office of the PVPC. If you have questions, please

CANE from Page 1

At Steadford’s ceremo-
ny, her great-granddaugh-
ter Alicia Thomas spoke,
in what Jackie Farrow de-
scribed as “a tearful speech
about Steadford’s involve-
ment in the Indian Orchard
community.”

“It says ‘Nana’s Kitch-
en’ over the church kitch-
en,” Thomas said. “She lit-
erally mentored the people
who took over the kitchen
after her.”

Thomas said that she
treasures the time spent
with  her  great-grand-
mother, saying “Any time I
get to spend with her is re-
ally great.”

Office Manager Jackie
Farrow helped set up the
event, and said that a lot of
the community came out to

contact PVPC Senior Planner Joe Hagopian, at (413) 781-6045.

Property Address:

“The whole congrega-
tion of her church came,”
Farrow said, “a lot of peo-
ple hadn’t seen each other
for many many years.”

“It felt great to see the
community getting together
that hadn’t seen each other
in many years to honor and
support Stedford,” Farrow

said.

“I think it’s a good idea
to represent the elderly out
here,” Voisine said. “It’s a
great honor, I wish I was
100 years old; these peo-
ple were really active. Mrs.
Stedford doesn’t look her
age, and she doesn’t act her
age. She’s out there doing
what she’s got to do for the
community. I think it’s a
good idea to recognize our

local seniors.”

ALL information received is

The Citizens Gouncil and City Gouncilors set up the Purple Cane
award, (from left) Jackie Farrow, Pat Voisine, Kateri Walsh, and

Zaida Govan.

Columbus.

Knights of Columbus Council
3535 Communion Breakfast

LUDLOW - The Knights of Columbus Council 3535 will
hold a Communion Breakfast on Sunday, Feb. 23, at 8 a.m.

The Divine Liturgy of Saints Peter and Paul Ukrainian
Catholic Church at 46 Newbury St. will hold a 9:30a.m.
breakfast in the church hall downstairs.

Join the Knights for Divine Liturgy and for breakfast af-
terwards, for food and fellowship with the town’s Knights of

The Knights of Columbus will provide Quiche and Finger
Sandwiches. Feel free to bring your favorite potluck dish.

Mailing Address/Zip:

Telephone:

Email:

Single/Multi Family (Please Circle One)

Type of improvements needed:

For PV.P.C. use only

Date Received:
Staff Initials:

My household income is not greater than (circle one according to your household size):

2 Person
$70,100

1 Person
$61,350

3 Person
$78,850

6 Person
$101,650

5 Person
$94,650

7 Person
$108,650

8 Person
$115,650

PUBLIC NOTICES
ARE NOW ONLINE

1 Email all notices to notices@turley.com

2 Access archives and digital tear sheets by
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’
public notice web site to search all notices in
Massachusetts newspapers.

Public notice deadlines are Friday at 3 p.m.

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com
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Mateus, McKay lead Ludlow

boys to crucial win

Filipe Fernandes
attempts the
three-pointer.

Tyler Tatro gets some air on the
jump shot.

LUDLOW — Last Tuesday
night, with postseason hopes on
the line, the Lions scored a crucial
win over McCann Tech 51-32. The
Lions were able to do a great job
on defense to keep McCann off the
scoreboard for most of the game.
Ludlow’s offense did the rest of the

Lions girls basketball
falls at home

LUDLOW - Last Wednesday evening, Ludlow High School girls
basketball suffered a 46-33 loss against East Longmeadow. The Lions

fell to 5-10 on the season.

Ludlow is on the far out-
side of the playoff picture
in Division 3. One more
loss will eliminate the Li-
ons from state tournament
contention.

Aneysha Donais hustles down
the court.

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli

work with Jackson Mateus leading
the team with 18 points and Kobe
McKay sinking 13 points. Ludlow
was 8-8 with two games remaining.
They need at least one win to auto-
matically qualify for the state tour-
nament.

Kobe McKay tries to get around an
opponent.

wWww.sports. turley com

Mason Morace sends the free throw
attempt away.

Eliana Garcia struggles down the
right side under pressure.

LEFT: Ava Friese heads down the
court for the Lions.

Karley Roman tries to block an
opponent on defense.

Gameron Lyman hits the layup.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

Brandon Hanifan drives toward the hoop.

Abigail Toomey seeks to inbound
the ball.

Madelyn Riley fights to take a shot.

Lions suffer
tough loss to
Lancers

LUDLOW - Last Saturday eve-
ning, Ludlow High School hockey
suffered a 4-3 loss against Long-
meadow, dropping them to 7-7-4
with one game remaining in the
regular season against Saint Paul
of Eastern Mass. The Lions need
to win or tie that game in order to
reach tournament by a .500 or better
record. In the loss to Longmeadow,
Tannar Severyn had two goals while
Charlie Fijal scored the third goal.
Ludlow plays Saint Paul on the road
on Saturday, Feb. 15 and hopes to be
part of the Western Mass. And state
playoffs following that. The Lions
were clinging to a spot in the top 32
as of last week.
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Candlepin League News

Hall of Fame unveils schedule

By Ryan Drago In game two, Compression was victorious
Staff Writer again, taking another win from BK 375-345.
rdrago@turley.com In the third and final game, Team BK won

Tuesday Night Commercial
Elks League

PALMER - The Commercial Elks have
concluded their second round of the candle-
pin league season.

Going into the final week, the standings
had Team BK in the first-place position with
a record of 22.5-13.5. The Daft Kings are in
second place at 20.5-15.5. Daft Kings would
have to win at least three points to win the
round as long as BK doesn’t win any points
in the final week of round two. The remain-
ing four teams are mathematically eliminated
from winning the second round.

The winner of this round will join Gutter
Mouths in the championship roll off at the
end of the season. First round winners, Gut-
ter Mouths, bowled against Last in Line. In
game one, Gutter Mouths were victorious
over Last in Line 340-325.

In game two, Gutter Mouths won again
by a score of 361-335. Stephen Manolakis
bowled a 108 in game two to go with his
teammate Dino Tessicini’s 105. The third and
final game was close but Gutter Mouths won
again 343-339 for a three-game sweep.

The final score was 1044-999 in favor of
Gutter Mouths.

The top seed Team BK bowled against
Compression in the final week of round two.
In game one, Compression defeated BK by a
score of 382-366. Jeff Whyte of BK bowled
an excellent game of 113 in a losing effort.
David Bowman of Compression bowled a
105.

the last game, 376-361, to give themselves
one point in the final week. Mark Fitzpatrick
ended the match with a 108.

The final score was 1118-1087 in favor of
Compression.

The pressure was on for Daft Kings
who are two points out of first place as they
bowled against the Mailmen. In game one,
Daft Kings got a victory by a score of 377-
371. Ken Trudel of Daft Kings lead his team
to victory by bowling a 112. Bryan Surprise
of Mailmen bowled a 119 in a losing effort.

In game two, Daft Kings won another
close game by a score of 393-392. Matt Ber-
telli of Daft Kings had the high single score
of game two with a 116. Bryan Surprise has
a 111 in game two.

In game three, it was another game with
a single digit difference as Daft Kings won
again 392-385. Dave Cobleigh of Daft Kings
was the hero of game three with a 116. Bryan
Surprise had the high series on his team with
a 325. Matt Bertelli had the high series on his
team with a 317.

The final score was 1162-1148 in favor
of Daft Kings who won all four points in
the final week. As a result, the Daft Kings
pull ahead of Team BK and win the second
round. Daft Kings will be competing in the
championship roll off at the end of the sea-
son.

With one final round to go, the Commer-
cial Elks League at Diamond Junction Bowl-
ing Lanes will crown one more winning team
to join Gutter Mouths and Daft Kings in the
playoffs.

‘Ice-0-Topes’ score win over Bruins

SPRINGFIELD — The Springfield Ice-
O-Topes, née Thunderbirds, (22-17-2-3)
rode a four-goal flourish in the final period
to a 5-2 victory on Saturday night over the
Providence Bruins (25-15-4-1) before a sell-
out crowd of 6,793 inside the MassMutual
Center. Springfield has still never lost as the
Ice-O-Topes, improving to a perfect 5-0 re-
cord as their alter ego, while the team also
extended its point streak to seven straight
games.

It became evident in the early stages that
goals would be scarce on this night, as Bru-
ins All-Star netminder Michael DiPietro and
Springfield stalwart Colten Ellis showed no
signs of blinking in the opening 20 minutes.
Matt Luff had two of the better chances for
Springfield, but the iron rang on the veter-
an winger on one attempt, while DiPietro
flashed terrific lateral agility to stonewall
the Ice-O-Topes forward on another offer-
ing.
Not to be outdone, Ellis was timely in
his own right, making his brightest save
of the frame when he denied a breakaway
backhand attempt from Max Jones.

The first three power plays of the night
proved unsuccessful, but on their second
attempt in the closing minutes of the mid-
dle period, the Bruins finally solved Ellis as
Jones hit Riley Tufte on a slap feed in the
right circle, where the big centerman lifted a
shot under the crossbar to make it 1-0 Prov-
idence at 18:14 of period two.

In desperate need of a response, the
‘Topes got just that in the final seconds of
the stanza, as MacKenzie MacEachern and
Dalibor Dvorsky combined to work the
puck to the edge of the blue paint on a 3-on-

2 rush, with Nikita Alexandrov cashing in
with just eight seconds separating the teams
from the dressing room.

Alexandrov was far from finished, and at
4:01 of the third, with Leo Loof holding the
puck at the left point, Alexandrov dashed to
the blue paint, where he deflected Loof’s
pass in behind DiPietro to hand Springfield
the 2-1 lead.

Just 1:41 later, the lead got a boost as
Otto Stenberg filled the center lane, receiv-
ing a pass from Luff and firing it through
DiPietro to make it a 3-1 game at 5:42. The
tally snapped Stenberg’s eight-game goal
drought and also doubled as his first goal on
home ice.

The Bruins would not go down easily,
and Vinni Lettieri stepped in front from be-
hind the goal line to lift a backhander home
before Ellis could get across, shrinking the
Topes’ lead to 3-2 at 7:45.

Unlike the night before, the T-Birds
would not let the Bruins get even this time
around, killing off a Providence power play
before adding onto their lead once again at
17:48 when Alexandrov fielded a pass out
of his feed at the bottom of the right circle
before slipping it into the blue paint. Be-
fore DiPietro could smother it, Matthew
Peca arrived to jam it across the line for
his team-leading 17th of the season, giving
Springfield a 4-2 advantage.

Dvorsky joined Alexandrov with three-
point nights when he threw a puck from
center ice into an empty net with 1:29 to
polish off a four-goal final period and earn
Springfield three of a possible four points
on the weekend.

SPRINGFIELD - The Naismith Basket-
ball Hall of Fame has unveiled its Enshrine-
ment Weekend schedule for the Class of
2025. The celebratory weekend will culmi-
nate with the Enshrinement Ceremony on
Saturday, Sept. 6, in Springfield—the Birth-
place of Basketball. Finalists, as well as se-
lect award winners, will be announced on Fri-
day, Feb. 14, during NBA All-Star Weekend
in San Francisco, and the Class of 2025 will
be revealed on Saturday, April 5, at the Final
Four in San Antonio.

Enshrinement Weekend will begin at Mo-
hegan Sun on Friday, Sept. 5, with the Tip-
Off Celebration and Awards Gala. The Class
of 2025 and returning Hall of Famers will
then travel to Springfield, Mass., where they
will participate in the weekend’s traditional
events taking place at the Naismith Basketball
Hall of Fame and Springfield’s Symphony
Hall.

First-time candidates for the Naismith
Basketball Hall of Fame Class of 2025 in-
clude Carmelo Anthony, Sue Bird, Maya
Moore, Dwight Howard, Doc Rivers, Billy
Donovan, Sylvia Fowles, Chamique Hold-
sclaw, Mark Few, Lisa Bluder, Marc Gasol,
and Micky Arison.

A limited number of VIP Packages for the
2025 Enshrinement Ceremony will go on sale
on Friday, Feb. 14, at 6 p.m. at hoophall.com
on the Hall of Fame’s Enshrinement Tick-
et page or by calling the Basketball Hall of
Fame at (413) 231-5513.

Individual tickets for the events will go
on sale tentatively on Saturday, April 5, at 12
noon.

Details of the current schedule of events
for Enshrinement 2025 are as follows:

Friday, September 5, at Mohegan Sun
(Uncasville, Conn.)

Enshrinement 2025 Autograph Session

An opportunity to meet the Class of 2025
at their first public Enshrinement Weekend
event. A ticket to this event will give fans
the opportunity to receive one autograph per
class member.

for 2025 enshrinement

Enshrinement 2025 Press Conference

The official media availability for the Hall
of Fame Class of 2025. This availability is
only open to credentialed members of the me-
dia, along with VIP Package ticket holders,
and will be held at Mohegan Sun. The media
credential application will open on Monday,
July 21, at hoophall.com/media.

Enshrinement Tip-Off
Celebration and Awards Gala

The Class of 2025, along with the Hall’s
prestigious annual award winners, will be cel-
ebrated at this televised Enshrinement event
at Mohegan Sun. During the event, the Class
of 2025 will receive their Hall of Fame rings,
courtesy of Baron Championship Rings, and
their official Hall of Fame jackets, provided
by Reveal Suits. The program will additionally
highlight the presentation of the Hall’s annual
John Bunn Lifetime Achievement Award and
the Curt Gowdy Media Awards.

Saturday, Sept. 6, in Springfield, Mass.

Enshrinement Ceremony VIP Reception at
Springfield Marriott

Toast the incoming Hall of Fame Class of
2025 at the official VIP Reception prior to the
sport’s ultimate recognition. The party is limit-
ed to select ticket holders for the Enshrinement
Ceremony. Shuttle service between the host lo-
cation and Symphony Hall will be provided if
needed. This exclusive party will set the stage
for a memorable night on the Red Carpet and
at the Ceremony.

Enshrinement Ceremony Red Carpet
Show at Symphony Hall
The Class of 2025, legendary Hall of
Famers, and some of basketball’s biggest
icons take center stage on the red carpet in a
live TV broadcast outside Symphony Hall.

Enshrinement Ceremony
at Symphony Hall
One of the most elite nights on the bas-
ketball calendar each year, the Hall of Fame
Class of 2025 will be formally enshrined into
the Naismith Basketball Hall of Fame in a na-
tionally televised ceremony.

Railers drop finale to

WORCESTER - The Worcester Rail-
ers HC (20-20-2-4 46pts) lost to the Atlan-
ta Gladiators (20-22-4-2, 46pts), on Satur-
day night by the final score of 4-2 in front
of a crowd of 7,094 at the DCU Center. The
Railers are back on the ice next at the Cred-
it Union of Texas Event Center taking on the
Allen Americans on Friday, February 14th at
8:10 p.m. EST.

It was Atlanta who scored first tonight as
Cody Sylvester (2-0-2) put the Gladiators up
1-0 19:26 into the first period. Just 31 sec-
onds later Andrew Jarvis extended the Atlan-
ta lead to 2-0 heading into the second peri-
od. Worcester got their first on the night off
the stick of Matias Rajaniemi (1-0-1) 2:34
into the third period. Atlanta scored back-to-
back empty-net goals in the third period from
Cody Sylvester and Ryan Cranford (1-0-1).
The Railers then made it 4-2 with a goal from
Matt Ustaski (1-0-1) 18:41 into the third to
finish off the night’s scoring.

It took nearly the entire first period for ei-
ther team to score until Atlanta took the 1-0
lead. It was Cody Sylvester (17th) who put
the Gladiators up 1-0. With just three seconds

Atlanta Gladiators

remaining in the first period Andrew Jarvis
(4th) extended the Atlanta lead to 2-0 with a
low slap shot to beat Bullion down low. Shots
favored Worcester 12-10 in the first period.

Despite power play chances for both sides
neither team was able to net one in the second
period. The Railers went to the power play
twice in the period, first at the 10:02 mark
into the second followed by another chance at
the 13:38 mark. Atlanta got their power play
opportunity 16:17 into second frame, but the
Worcester penalty kill held strong keeping
Atlanta from jumping out to a three-goal lead.
Shots favored Worcester 14-7 in the second.

Worcester made it a 2-1 game early in the
third following a goal from Matias Rajaniemi
(3rd) 2:34 into the third period. The Railers
went to the empty net in an effort to tie the
game late, but Atlanta scored twice on the
empty net, the first was Cody Sylvester (18th)
followed by Ryan Cranford (9th). The Rail-
ers then got one back scored by Matt Ustas-
ki (3rd) leading to a 4-2 final. Shots favored
Worcester 15-5 in the third and 41-22 in the
game.

COLLEGE

UAlbany recognizes Gabrielle Mariani for Fall Dean’s List

ALBANY—The University at Albany has recognized Ga-
brielle Mariani of Ludlow, majoring in Criminal Justice (in-
tended) for selection to the Fall 2024 Dean’s List.

The Dean’s List at the University at Albany recognizes the
outstanding academic achievements of full-time undergradu-

ate students.

study and a GPA of 3.50 or

Elms College announces
Deans list for fall 2024

CHICOPEE—The College of Our Lady of the Elms has
named the following students to the dean’s list for the fall

To qualify for the Dean’s List, students must earn a grade
point average (GPA) of 3.25 or higher in their first semester of

higher in subsequent semesters.
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2024 semester. Congratulations to all the students who are
named to the list:

LUDLOW
Elaine Bell, Malynda Torres, Makenzie Nally, Emma
Cote, Ava Kochanowicz, Savannah Switzer, Jillian Ku-
bik, Hannah Haley, Abbey Cameron, Austin Scott, Ni-
cole McCarthy, Andrew Caron, Justin Costa, Gianna
Santucci, Madissyn Dowland, Skyler Girard

INDIAN ORCHARD
Jeylah Branch, Courtney Evans, Thea Vergara

Elaine Bell graduates
from Elms College

CHICOPEE—Elaine Bell of Ludlow received a Bache-
lor of Arts from Elms College following the conclusion of
the Fall 2024 semester.

Bell was among 79 students who received their degrees
in December.

===
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RFP 2025-10 REBID
REQUEST FOR
PROPOSALS
FOR THE OPERATION
OF THE FOOD & DRINK
CONCESSION
WESTOVER GOLF COURSE

The Town of Ludlow/
Westover Municipal Golf
Commission, through the
Chief Procurement Officer
for the Town of Ludlow, will
receive sealed proposals for
the operation of the Food &
Drink Concession at Westover
Municipal Golf Course, by
lease, as detailed in the Request
for Proposals (RFP) documents.
The lease agreement being
offered is for a period of three
(3) consecutive seasons or years
for golf operations.

This solicitation is being
conducted in accordance with
the provisions of Massachusetts
General Law, Chapter 30B,
Uniform Procurement Act,
Section 16, and all contracts
must be strictly awarded in
accordance with the require-
ments of this Act.

The RFP documents may be
requested electronically from
the Chief Procurement Officer,
Jaime Morrow, by email at jmor-
row @ludlow.ma.us, starting on
January 20, 2025 at 10:00 a.m.
Hard copies of the RFP docu-
ments will be available for pick
up at the Procurement Office,
488 Chapin Street, 2nd Floor,
Ludlow, MA 01056.

Sealed proposals in the
required format will be accepted
by mail or hand delivery until
2:00 p.m. on Tuesday, February
25, 2025, at the Procurement
Office, 488 Chapin Street, 2nd
Floor, Ludlow, MA 01056, at
which time they will be record-
ed into record and reviewed
by a committee for the most
Advantageous Proposal.

Sealed non-price propos-
als must be clearly marked
“Technical Proposal RFP 2025-
10 REBID Golf Concession”
and must enclose three (3) hard
copies of the non-price propos-
al. Proposers MUST submit a
price proposal SEPARATELY in
a sealed envelope marked “Price
Proposal RFP 2025-10 Golf
Concession”. The Price Proposal
and Non-Price Proposal must
be submitted at the same time,
but in SEPARATE SEALED
ENVELOPES. Proposers are
fully responsible for ensuring
the timely receipt of their com-
pleted response to this RFP at
the location noted above. The
proposals will be opened imme-
diately following the closing
time. The lease agreement will

SP

be awarded within 60 days.

The Town reserves the right
to cancel this RFP or reject in
whole or in part any and all
proposals when cancellation or
rejection serves the best interests
of the Town.

01729, 02/05, 02/12, 02/19/2025

LUDLOW
PLANNING BOARD
LEGAL NOTICE
SITE PLAN

The Ludlow Planning Board
will hold a public hearing in
Ludlow Town Hall, Selectmen’s
Conference Room on Thursday,
February 27, 2025, at 7:45
p.m. on the application of
Shardool Parmar, Pioneer Valley
Hotel Group, Inc. for the proper-
ty located at 321 Center Street,
Ludlow, MA (Assessors’ Map
12C, Parcel 169) for the pur-
pose of: addition of seven (7)
electric vehicle charging sta-
tions within the existing park-
ing lot.

If for any reason this hearing
is cancelled, it will be resched-
uled to Thursday, March 13,
2025.

Raymond Phoenix
Chairman
02/12, 02/19/2025

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Division
Docket No.
HD25P0184EA
Estate of:

Paul Ernest Surprenant
Also Known As:
Paul E Surprenant
Date of Death:

June 23, 2024
INFORMAL PROBATE
PUBLICATION NOTICE

To all persons interested in
the above captioned estate, by
Petition of Petitioner Kathleen
Young of Ludlow, MA

Heather Santana of
Ashby, MA has been informal-
ly appointed as the Personal
Representative of the estate to
serve without surety on the
bond.

The estate is being adminis-
tered under informal procedure
by the Personal Representative
under the Massachusetts
Uniform Probate Code with-
out supervision by the Court.
Inventory and accounts are not
required to be filed with the
Court, but interested parties are
entitled to notice regarding the
administration from the Personal
Representative and can petition
the Court in any matter relating
to the estate, including distribu-

SMALL BUSINESS

tion of assets and expenses of
administration. Interested parties
are entitled to petition the Court
to institute formal proceedings
and to obtain orders terminat-
ing or restricting the powers
of Personal Representatives
appointed under informal pro-
cedure. A copy of the Petition
and Will, if any, can be obtained
from the Petitioner.

02/12/2025

NOTICE OF
MORTGAGEE’S
SALE OF REAL ESTATE

By virtue and in execution of
the Power of Sale contained in a
certain mortgage given by The-
resa Rodrigues to Wells Fargo
Bank, N.A., said mortgage being
dated July 6, 2007, and recorded
in the Hampden County Registry
of Deeds in Book 16802, Page 94,
assigned to Nationstar Mortgage,
LLC dba Champion Mortgage
Company by Assignment dated
October 18, 2017 and recorded
in the Hampden County Reg-
istry of Deeds in Book 21906,
Page 35, assigned to Secretary
of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment by Assignment dated Sep-
tember 28, 2018 and recorded in
the Hampden County Registry of
Deeds in Book 22382, Page 73,
assigned to GITSIT Solutions,
LLC by Assignment dated Jan-
uary 26, 2024 and recorded in
the Hampden County Registry
of Deeds in Book 25335, Page
64, assigned to Queen Equi-
ties, LLC by Assignment dated
July 2, 2024 and recorded in the
Hampden County Registry of
Deeds in Book 25480, Page 178
of which mortgage the under-
signed is the present holder, for
breach of the conditions of said
mortgage and for the purpose of
foreclosing, the same will be sold
at Public Auction at 11:00 A.M.
on Thursday, March 14, 2025,
upon the premises described in
said mortgage, namely 22 Essex
Street, Ludlow, Hampden Coun-
ty, Massachusetts, all and singu-
lar the premises described in said
mortgage, to wit:

The land in Ludlow in the
County of Hampden, bounded
and described as follows:

Beginning at an iron bar in
the Easterly side line of Essex
Street, said iron bar being dis-
tant Northerly One Hundred
Ninety-two (192.0) feet from a
stone bound at the intersection
of the Northerly side line of State
Street and the Easterly side line
of Essex Steet; thence running
Easterly Ninety (90.0) feet to an
iron bar at land now or formerly
of one Mezeas; thence turning
an angle of 90 degrees and run-

ning Northerly along land of the
aforesaid Mezeas Fifty (50.0)
feet to an iron bar; thence turn-
ing an angle of 90 degrees and
running Westerly Ninety (90.0)
feet to an iron bar in the Easterly
side line of Essex Street; thence
turning an angle of 90 degrees
and running Southerly along the
aforesaid street line Fifty (50.0)
feet to the point of beginning, the
last described line forming an
angle to 90 degrees with the line
first described. Containing Four
Thousand Five Hundred (4,500)
square feet, be any or all of said
measurements more or less, or
however otherwise said premises
may be measured, bounded and
described.

Being the same premises
conveyed to the Mortgagor and
Antonio Rodrigues by deed of
Fernao Rodrigues and Antonio
Rodrigues dated August 28, 1972
and recorded at the Hampden
County Registry of Deeds in
Book 3731, Page 362. Antonio
Rodrigues died on December 6,
2006.

Property Address:

22 Essex Street
Ludlow, MA 01056

Said premises will be sold sub-
ject to and/or with the benefit of
any and all rights, rights of way,
restrictions, easements, improve-
ments, covenants, outstanding
tax title, municipal or other
public taxes, assessments, liens
or claims in the nature of liens,
rights of parties in possession,
and existing encumbrances of
record created prior to the mort-
gage, if any there be, whether or
not reference to such restrictions,
easements, improvements, liens
or encumbrances is made in the
Deed.

No representations, express or
implied, are made with respect to
any matter concerning the prem-
ises which will be sold “as is”.

The successful high bidder
will be responsible for paying the
Massachusetts State Documenta-
ry Tax Stamps, all closing costs
and all recording fees.

TERMS OF SALE: The high-
est bidder in the sale shall be re-
quired to deposit cash, bank trea-
surer’s check or certified check
in the amount of TEN THOU-
SAND DOLLARS ($10,000.00)
at the time and the place of the
sale of the premises to qualify as
a bidder (the present holder of
the mortgage is exempt from this
requirement) to be held by the
Mortgagee. The successful bid-
der will also be required to de-
posit an additional sum equal to
ten percent (10%) of the amount
bid less the $10,000.00 deposit
(but no less than $10,000) with

VI LIGHT

Your Ad

Could Be Here!

Advertise on this Spotlight Page
in Your Hometown Newspaper!

The Spotlight Page runs twice a month.

Your 3.4” x

2” ad will run each time for
$40/week. This larger “Spotlight” ad is FREE!
Each advertiser will have this ad spot FREE!
at least 4 times through
a rotation schedule.

Tepelition
Gel Results!

Contact
Jocelyn for details

jwalker@turley.com

the Mortgagee’s auctioneer, Aar-
on Posnik & Co., Inc., 31 Capital
Drive, West Springfield, Massa-
chusetts 01089 or the Mortgag-
ees attorney as may be directed
within five (5) days of the date of
the sale to be held by the Mort-
gagee, and the balance of the
purchase price shall be paid in
cash, certified or bank treasurer’s
check at the closing which shall
occur within thirty (30) days af-
ter the date of foreclosure sale,
time being of the essence, unless
the Mortgagee agrees otherwise.
The successful bidder at the sale
shall be required to sign a Memo-
randum of Terms of Sale contain-
ing the above terms at the auction
sale.

In the event that the successful
bidder at the public auction shall
default in purchasing the within
described property according to
the terms of this Notice of Mort-
gagee’s Sale and/or the terms of
the Memorandum of Sale exe-
cuted at the public auction, the
Mortgagee reserves the right, at
its election, to sell the property
to the second highest bidder at
the public auction provided that
Mortgagee, in its discretion, may
require (1) said second highest
bidder to deposit the amount of
the required deposit as set forth
herein within three (3) business
days after written notice to the
second highest bidder of the de-
fault of the previous highest bid-
der, (2) the second highest bidder
to execute a Memorandum of
Sale, and (3) the closing to oc-
cur within twenty (20) days of
said written notice, time being of
the essence unless the Mortgag-
ee agrees otherwise. The Mort-
gagee reserves the right to sell
any parcel or any portion thereof
separately, or in any order that
Mortgagee may choose and/or to
postpone this sale to a later time

or date by public proclamation at
the time and date appointed for
the sale and to further postpone
any adjourned sale date by public
proclamation at the time and date
appointed for the adjourned sale
date.

Other terms, if any, to be an-
nounced at the time and place of
the sale.

The description for the prem-
ises contained in said mortgage
shall control in the event of a
typographical error in this pub-
lication.

Queen Equities, L.L.C.,
Present Holder of said
Mortgage

By

David A. Lavenburg,
Its Attorney
BACON WILSON, P.C.
33 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103
413-781-0560
02/12, 02/19, 02/26/2025

TOWN OF LUDLOE
LEGAL NOTICE
The Board of Selectmen
opened the Warrant on February
4, 2025, for the May 12, 2025,
Special Town Meeting held with-
in the Annual Town Meeting to
be held at 7:30 p.m. at Ludlow
High School. All Articles should
be submitted to the Board of
Selectmen’s Office, 488 Chapin
Street, Ludlow, MA no later than
Tuesday, March 4, 2025, at 5:30
p.m. The Board of Selectmen
will close the Warrant on Tues-
day, April 15, 2025, at their regu-
lar meeting.
Derek DeBarge,
Chairperson
Board of Selectmen
02/12/2025

Deadline has ¢ _

changed to

FRIDAY

at 3 p.m.

658 Center Street
Ludlow

413-583-2321

www.alegriadance.com
debnunes@alegriadance.com

]vwlev]\qu,gﬂv)gde

PDance wilh

as!

207 Winsor St., Ludlow
413-610-0950

GREAT SELECTION OF USED VINYL & CDS
We Feature Rock, Pop, Indie & Alternative, Jazz, Reggae,
Metal, R&B/Soul, Dance/Funk, Post Punk and more.
We Sell Vintage Stereo Equipment
NOW IN 2 LOCATIONS!

48 Shaker Rd., E. Longmeadow

raspberriesrecords.com

413-278-1145

q%mm/jnyz/nm&

Ted Metayer, Jr./Ted Metayer llI

64 East Street, Ludlow, MA 01056
(413) 547-6164 » (888) 248-1901

theodoremetayer@yahoo.com
www.heavenlyinspirationsflowers.com

Flowers ¢ Gifts
Collectibles ® Gourmet

Owners/Designers

bs

YOUR AD COULD BE HERE!

Run twice each month
on the Spotlight Page.
Pay $40/week & get the
Quarter Page Ad FREE!

5 times throughout the year!
Call Jocelyn at 413-575-4197 or
Email: jwalker@turley.com
for more information.
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COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE

MAXIMUM EFFICIENCY. EX-
TRAORDINARY performance. Central
Boiler certified Classic Edge Titanium
HDX OUTDOOR WOOD FURNACE.
Call today 413-296-4320.

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00
All hardwood.
Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood for out-
door boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes
guaranteed!! New England Forest
Products (413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor
Wood Furnace. EPA Certified. Titanium
Stainless Steel. 26% Tax Credit. Call
(508)882-0178

TAG SALE

VALENTINE’S DAY
GARAGE SALE.
February 14-16,

8am-3pm.
16 Paradise Lake Road,
Monson.
No early birds please.
Moving, everything must go.

Find archives of this
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com

Call us at 413.283.8393

WANTED TO BUY ELECTRICIAN
ANTIQUES AND NEED AN
OLD STUFF WANTED. ELECTRICIAN?

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs,
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys,
Games, coins, sterling, Glass-
ware, Silver-plated items, watches,
Musical instruments, typewriters,
sewing machines, tools, radios,
clocks, lanterns, lamps, kitchen-
ware, cookware, knives, military,
automotive, fire department, ma-
sonic, license plates, beer cans,
barware, books, oil cans, adver-
tising tins,hunting, fishing, signs,
and more.
Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas-
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping &
complete finishing. All ceiling textures.
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls.
(413)563-0487

Look no further!
PJ’s Electrical offers fast
and reliable electrical services
for your home or business.
Call now for a FREE estimate!
(413) 366-1703
LICENSED & INSURED

HEATING &
AIR COND.

KELLUM HEATING & COOLING
LLC. Licensed, insured HVAC Techni-
cian, 30 years experience, repairs, full
and 24 hour emergency service. 413
275-4408.

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile,
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding,
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured.
Free estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

RLH ENTERPRISES
Home improvements, restorations, ren-
ovations. Fully insuredd. HIC license.
(413) 668-6685.

LANDSCAPING

A+ ROZELL'S
LANDSCAPING &
BOBCAT SERVICE

Excavator Services
Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

MASONRY

STOP WET
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations
repaired, basement waterproofing sys-
tems, sump pumps. BBB+ rating. Free
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569-
1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING

DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING
Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16
room. Very neat, references, prompt ser-
vice call (508)867-2550

2025
TAX TIME

CHANTEL BLEAU
ACCOUNTING SERVICES

For Full Accounting & Tax Service
Registered Tax Return Preparer

228 West St., Ware, MA 01082

413-967-8364

The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer.
For more information on tax preparers go to irs.gov.

Call For An
Appointment

Personal & Small Business

Federal & All States

e —
= = =
I—=> =/

=
= =
= = ==

d.5%7 L7553
TAX PREPARATION SERVICE
A13-BA8-2279

IRS Certified Tax Preparers
Independently owned and operated. Over 25 years experience.
1622 B North Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069
www.FastTax-MA.com
Free E-File & Direct Deposit

FINANCIAL SERVICES

588 Center Street
Ludlow, MA 01056
www.ajefinancial.com

(413)589-1671

Personal, Business, Corporate and Partnership Tax Filing

Bookkeeping and Accounting Services
Trusted Experts Since 1995

Call your local Turley Publications
sales representative for information and
rates on advertising your tax service here!

413-283-8393

Call Your Local Turley Publications Sales Representative For Information And Rates On Advertising Your Tax Service Here

CALL 413-283-8393 TO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY!

PAINTING

KEN’S PAINTING SERVICES. Inte-
rior painting/staining, wallpaper removal,
wall/ceiling resurfacing, cabinet painting.
Quality workmanship, fully insured. Free
estimates. Call 413-896-8264.

RETIRED GUY
Will paint an average size room for $200.
Quality work. References available. Dave
413-323-6858.

PLUMBING

GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs &
Replacement of fixtures, water heater
installations, steam/HW boiler replace-
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling. 30
years experience. Fully insured. $10 Gift
Card With Work Performed. Call Greg
(413)592-1505

RUBBISH
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH
REMOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages
cleaned, Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.
Family owned/operated since 1950
(413)537-5090

TREE WORK

AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE. Res-
idential removal of trees, Free
estimates, Fully insured W/Workman’s
Comp. Remove them before the wind
takes them down. Cordwood, stump
grinding. Call 413-283-6374.

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump
grinding, storm damage and brush
chipping. Honest and Dependable. Fully
insured. Now offering a Senior Citizen
and Veteran discount. Call today for free
estimate (413)478-4212

STUMP GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified.
Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-
4212

| AUTO
CASH FOR

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE
CASH PAID AS IS

CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

DEADLINES: FRIDAY AT NOON

Quabbin——
Village Hills

Circulation:

S

A

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

All Three ZONES for $26.00
for 20 words plus 50¢ for
each additional word.

GREAT VALUE!

ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR
THE PRICE OF ONE!

MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393
A N
1 2 3 4
5 6 7 8
9 10 1" 12
13 14 15 16
17 18 19 20 Base Price
2 basgprs | 22 eeelra| 23 mesgpres| 24 g
25 asgprcs | 26 nsgpres| 27 masgfrice| 28 Basa s
29 Basg‘;‘igg 30 Bas:;;‘r?gg 31 Bas;:;r‘igg 32 Bas;;zrigg
33 g Besefrsa| 39 ] e
37 Benig | 38 Bestsan| 39 Bgansy| 40 B aai0
Name: Phone:
Address:
Town: State: Zip:
Number of Weeks: X per week rate = $
Credit Card: 1 MasterCard QVISA 1 Discover 1 Cash 1 Check#
Card #: Exp. Date Cwv
Amount of charge: Date:
OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

HUBBARDSTON

§ »
NEW BRANTREE
WEST NORTH

skuomn

BRNFELD

GROOKFIELD

STURBRIDGE

- M

Suburban

Residential
Circulation:
59,000

WILBRAHAM

COA COORDINATOR for Town of
Westhampton. Description available on-
line at www.westhamptonma.gov.
Applications accepted until position filled.

HAMPDEN POLICE DEPARTMENT
is now accepting applications for a
FULL-TIME police officer. Review
of applications begins immediately. Vis-
it www.hampdenpolice.com for
more information. EOE

PRESSMAN for local printer. Four-col-
or, 19x25 size press, L528. Experience
preferred. Call 413-478-6964 or 413-
519-3321.

STORAGE: FREE MONTH! Secure
gate access, well lit. Great prices. Call
Secure Storage at 413-800-6278 for
your free month.

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing
Act, which makes it illegal to advertise
“any preference, limitation, or discrimina-
tion because of race, color, religion, sex,
handicap, familial status, or national ori-
gin, or intention to make any such prefer-
ence, limitation, or discrimination.” We
will not knowingly accept any advertising
for real estate which is in violation of the
law. All persons are hereby informed that
all dwellings advertised are available on
an equal opportunity basis.

|_FOR RENT
=

All real estate advertising in this newspaper
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise
any preference, limitation or discrimination
based on race, color, religion, sex,
handicap, familial status (number of
children and or pregnancy), national
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any
intention to make any such preference,
limitation or discrimination.

This newspaper will not knowingly accept
any advertising for real estate that is in
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby
informed that all dwellings advertising in
this newspaper are available on an equal
opportunity basis. To complain about
discrimination call The Department of
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD”
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E.
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll
free number for the hearing impaired is
1-800-927-9275.

NOTICE

CLASSIFIED AD
DEADLINE
ISNOWON
FRIDAY AT
12 NOON.

Subscribe Today!

Turley?)

Publications, Inc,

12 HOMETOWN
NEWSPAPERS

413.283.8393
www.turley.com
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069
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at Hubbard Memorial Library

To register for programs or find out
more information, visit ludlow.cwmars.org,
or call (413) 583-3408. Weather-related
announcements for outdoor events will be
made on the library’s Facebook page the
morning of the program.

Library Hours: M, W, F 9-5, TU, TH, 9-8,
S 9-1. Closed Sundays and holidays.

For All Ages

Social Services Drop-In, Wednesday,
February 5, 11:00 a.m. Come meet with our
Social Worker for assistance with getting
connected to food pantries and applying for
food stamps, health insurance questions, re-
ferrals to treatment and support groups, sup-
porting those with mental health concerns,
free fentanyl test strips and condoms AND
MORE! This program is made possible
through the Mill Town Public Health Coa-
lition.

Free Tech Help Call us at 413-583-
3408x114 to book an hour long appoint-
ment. We can help you with your laptop,
smartphone, or tablet. By appointment only,
please no drop-ins.

Friends of the Hubbard Memorial Li-
brary, third Thursday of the month, 6:00
p-m. Get involved! Join the Friends of the
Library for their monthly meeting and learn
how you can help support the library.

For Adults

Mixed Media Art Class, Thursday, Feb-
ruary 6, 5:30 pm. Join us for a creative and
hands-on art class led by local artist Sergio!
Whether you’re a beginner or have some ex-
perience, this class is designed to help you
explore your artistic abilities using pens and
paint. Register online.

Criminally Curious- A True Crime Pod-
cast Group, Saturday, February 8, 10:00 am.
The True Crime podcast craze has come to
the library! Whether you are an avid lis-
tener or brand new recruit, you’ll want to
check this out! Our podcast group works as
a book club. At home we’ll listen to an ep-
isode of a popular true crime podcast (to be
decided at our first meeting) and then meet
at the library to discuss our thoughts and
theories. Register online.

The Beatles: 1964, Tuesday, Febru-
ary 11, 6:00 pm. Steve Minichiello, Em-
my-winning writer & television producer,
visits the library to present The Beatles:
1964. Come reminisce and learn how the
Beatles contributed to the culture of the
1960’s. Their fashion, attitude, and music
sparked a cultural shift across the world.
Register online.

Mass Center for the Book
Monthly Reading Challenge Each
month, you’ll be challenged to read
a book based on a chosen theme.
Those who participate will be en-
tered to win a free book! For more

17. For beginners up to experienced cro-
cheters, supplies provided or bring your
own. Please register.

Nintendo Switch Night for YAs, Tues-
day, February 18, 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. For
middle and high school. Play Mario Kart,
Smash Bros, or some of the library’s new
Switch games. Free pizza sponsored by the
Friends of the Library. Limited to 16 peo-
ple. Please register.

Friendship Bracelets for Tweens and
Teens, Tuesday, March 4, 6:00 p.m. If
you’re a beginner it’s easy to learn how to
make them. If you’ve made them before
then add more to your collection! Please
register.

Magic the Gathering Club, Monthly,
Thursday, March 6, 5:30 to 7:00 p.m. For
middle and high school. Bring your cards or
use our decks. Please register.

“Read Between the Lines” High School
Book Group, monthly, Friday, February
28, 3:00 to 4:00 p.m. Monthly book chat
for ages 14-17. For February the group is
finishing Fourth Wing by Rebecca Yar-
ros. Copies of the book are available in the
Youth Room. Registration preferred.

Open Sew Saturday, February 22, 10:00
a.m. to 12:00 p.m. For tweens, teens, and
adults. Extra help for the Sewing Club proj-
ect or bring your own project, with expert
seamstress Janet Foy on hand to provide ad-
vice and support. Drop-in.

For Children & Teens

Drop-in Valentine Card Making, through
February 14. All ages. Pre-cut designer pa-
pers, stickers, ribbons and more! Drop-in.

Pokemon Club, every other Wednes-
day, February 19 and March 5, 3:30 to 4:45
p-m. For ages 8-14. Trading, dueling, and
gaming on your own handhelds, phones, or
Nintendo Switch. Please have your name on
everything you bring to the club. Please reg-
ister.

Backyard Bird Scavenger Hunt, Thurs-
day, February 13 through Saturday Febru-
ary 15. All ages. Search for birds of New
England to win a prize, and learn about the
Audubon Society’s Great Backyard Bird
Count happening this weekend!

Drop-in.

Celebrate Ludlow Scavenger Hunt,
Thursday, February 20 through Saturday,
February 22. All ages. Search the Youth
Room for images of highlights of Ludlow
and win a prize if you find them all! Drop-
in.
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OBITUA

RY

Arthur Saloio

Arthur Saloio, 96, of Ludlow
passed away peacefully at the
home of his daughter Elaine on
Sunday, Feb. 2, 2025 surrounded
by his loving family. Arthur lived
in Ludlow the majority of his life
and, like many in town, started his
“work life” at the Ludlow Mills.
He quickly left and found work
at Ludlow Provision, working for
Chico Santos, learning the meat
cutting trade that then carried him
through his career with the A&P;

until retiring in 1990. Arthur was the devoted husband of 54
years to Undina “Edna” (Monteiro) Saloio until her passing
in 2004. He was also predeceased by his two “little angels”,
Maryellen (’57) and Maria (‘58). He leaves his two loving
daughters Irene Pereira and her husband Fred and Elaine Sa-
loio Szlosek and her husband Frederick. He was the cher-
ished grandfather to Alissa Pereira, Lauren Alves (Jona-
than), Christopher Pereira, and Philip Szlosek (Lauren). He
also leaves his three great grandchildren, Caden and Colton
Szlosek and Audriana Alves. Arthur was a ‘natural’ athlete.
He enjoyed games of all kinds and belonged to the Baystate
Table Tennis Club competing well into his 80’s. He was also
a musician (French Horn) and performed for many local and
regional bands. Arthur leaves his brother, Raymond Saloio,
and a loving extended family of nieces &amp; nephews. He
was predeceased by his siblings Jose, Irene (Methe), Ar-
melin Jr., Ida (Santos), Manuel, Carlos and James. Funeral
services for Arthur will be held on Saturday, Feb.15, at 9:30
a.m. at the Ludlow Funeral Home with a Liturgy of Chris-
tian Burial at St. Cecilia Parish Wilbraham 11 a.m., fol-
lowed by burial in Island Pond Cemetery, Ludlow. Visiting
hours are Friday, Feb. 14 from 4- 6 p.m. Donations may be
made in Arthur’s memory to St. Jude Children’s Research
Hospital or Boys Town - two causes close to his heart. For
additional information and online condolences please visit
ludlowfuneralhome.com

Are you having difficulty communicating
with your partner, struggling with
boundaries, and healthy relationships?
We invite you to join us
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
to explore these topics and more.

This group will be held in zoom, is
educational, confidential, and free.

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.

DEATH
NOTICE

Arthur Saloio
Died Feb. 2, 2025
Services Feb. 15, 2025
Ludlow Funeral Home

The Ludlow Register

OBITUARY
POLICY

Turley Publications
offers two types of
obituaries.

One is a free, brief
Death Notice listing
the name of deceased,
date of death and
funeral date and place.

The other is a Paid
Obituary, costing
$275, which allows
families to publish
extended death notice
information of their
own choice and may
include a photograph.
Death Notices &
Paid Obituaries
should be
submitted through a
funeral home to:
obits @turley.com.

Exceptions will be made
only when the family
provides a death certificate
and must be pre-paid.

ca Cemetery Memorials + Markers
Granite Benches
Religious Statuary + Outdoor Display
. RAY HALUCH INC.
e haluchsmemorials.com 1014 Center St | Ludlow, MA | 583-6508

Benches # Statues ¥ Monuments
Plot Maintenance “ Bronze Plaques
On-Site Lettering “ Restorations

413-589-7564 Oftice  413-589-7588 Fax

Cemetery Signage

LUDLOW MEMORIAL COMPANY INC.

Celebrating over 60 Years in Business ~ The Trusy Family

Custom Design Work
Cleaning * Markers

Vases
Granite Signs

201 East St., Ludlow, MA 01056 < www.ludlowmemorialcompany.com

413-531-5360

Cluvec/, DIRECTORY

information and to sign up, please
visit ~ massbook.org/readingchal-
lenge.

Chair Volleyball for Seniors, ev-
ery Thursday, 1:30 p.m. Have some
fun and join us for chair volleyball!
No running or jumping required.
Please sign up on our website or by
calling the circulation desk at 413-
583-3408. Walk-ins are welcome.

Who picked this book? Book
Club Meeting, first Thursday of the
month, 3:30 p.m. Join us for this
month’s Who picked this book?
Book Club meeting! You can pick
up a copy of the book at the circu-
lation desk.

Happy Hour Book Club Meet-
ing, last Thursday of the month,
6:30 p.m. Join us for this month’s
Happy Hour Book Club meeting!
You can pick up a copy of the book
at the circulation desk.

For Teens

Blind Date with a Book,
throughout February. For upper
elementary through high school.
Choose a wrapped book from our
display in the Youth Room based
on the little blurb on the cover, or
select one online from our website.

Chess Club, every other Mon-
day, February 24 and March 10,
3:30 to 4:30 p.m. All experience
levels are welcome for an hour of
chess, some instruction provided.
For ages 9-17. Please register.

Youth Crochet Club, every oth-
er Tuesday, February 25 and March
11, 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. For ages 10-

THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST
OF LATTER DAY SAINTS
584 West St., Ludlow
413-583-8454
S Sunday services
Sacrament Meeting 10- 11 AM.

Sunday school for adults, Young single adults( 18-30) and teens (

11-18)- 1st & 3rd Sunday of
the month from 11-12 noon
Adult Religious/Marriage and Parenting for Women- 2nd & 4th
Sunday of the month from 11-12 noon
Adult Religious/Marriage and Parenting for Men- 2nd and 4th
Sunday of the month from 11-12 noon
Classes for Single Adults(18-30)- 2nd & 4th Sunday
of the month -11- 12 noon
Classes for Young Men( 11-18)- 2nd & 4th Sunday
of the month 11-12 noon
Classes for Young Women ( 11-18)- 2nd & 4th Sunday of the
month - 11-12 noon
Children’s classes: Sunday school & singing time
every Sunday( 3-10) 11- 12 noon
Nursery providedfor ages 18 month- 3 yr

CHRIST THE KING CHURCH
41 Warsaw Ave., Ludlow
413-583-2630

Pastor Rev. Raymond A. Soltys
Saturday Vigil Masses — 5 p.m. and 6:30 p.m.
Sunday Masses — 7:30 a.m.; 8:45 a.m. (Polish);

10am.and 11:15a.m.
Sunday Evening Mass — 5:30 p.m.

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION CHURCH
25 Parker St, Indian Orchard,
413-543-3627
Very Rev. Piotr Calik
Office Hours: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday,
Thursday, 9 a.m.—1 p.m.

CLOSED FRIDAY
MASS SCHEDULE

Saturday Vigil Mass: 4:15 p.m.

Sunday Mass; 8:45 a.m. (English), 10 a.m. (Polish)
Weekday Mass: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday — 7:45
a.m. (English)

First Friday Mass: 5:30 p.m. (Polish/English)
First Saturday Mass: 9 a.m. (Polish/English)
Confessions: Saturday - 3:15-4 p.m.

ST. ELIZABETH PARISH

191 Hubbard St., Ludiow

413-583-3467
Pastor — Rev. Msgr. Homer P. Gosselin
In Residence — Rev. Norman Bolton
Deacons: Normand Grondin, Thomas Rickson, Keith Davies
Office Hours: Monday - Friday 8 a.m.-4 p.m.
stelizabethludlow.org
Like us on Facebook Follow us on Instagram
Check out our Parish App

FIRST CHURCH IN LUDLOW
859 Center St. Ludlow

413-583-3339

Reverend Darcy Borden, Pastor
Office hours Monday & Wednesday 10 am to 2 pm
Available by appointment at other times
Sunday worship at 10 am alternating weekly with
Grace Union Church, Wilbraham
Call or check Facebook or the website for the schedule of
worship and events

Service live-streamed at 10 am on Facebook https://www.

Wednesday, Feb. 12 — Daily Mass — 7:30 a.m. (C), Adoration — 8
a.m. (C), Holy Mather Choir 5:15 p.m. (C), Scouts 6:30 p.m. (FLBH/
JR)

Thursday, Feb. 13 - Daily Mass - 7:30 a.m. (C)

Friday, Feb. 14, - Daily Mass - 7:30 a.m.(C)

Saturday, Feb. 15, St. Valentine Day Tea — 1:30 p.m. (FLBH), - Con-
fessions - 2:30 - 3:30 p.m. (C), Saturday Mass - 4 p.m. (C)
Sunday Feb. 16,- Sunday Mass - 7:30 a.m. (C), Sunday Mass -
9:15am. (C),Sunday Mass - 11 a.m. (C), Sunday Mass - 5 p.m.
(C), Take &Eat 8 a.m. (FLBH), Lifeteen 6 p.m. (JR)
Monday February 17, - Daily Mass — 7:30 a.m. (C)
Tuesday, February 18, - Mass - 7:30 a.m. (C), Friends of St. Eliza-

95

facebook.com/firstchurchludlow
Website: www.ludlowfirst.com

ORCHARD COVENANT CHURCH

Berkshire Street

Indian Orchard, MA 01151
413-543-4204
Revs. Karen and Nick Munn, pastors
Sunday School for all ages, 9:45 a.m.
Worship in person, 11 a.m.
Or watch our livestream.
See our website for more information:

beth 10 a.m. (ZR),- St. Rita’s Choir, 2:30 p.m. (C), Pastoral Council orchardcovenant.org.
6:30 p.m. (JR), Bereavement Support Group 6:30 p.m. (ZR)
FAITH COMMUNITY CHAPEL
A Church of the Nazarene
OUR LADY OF FATIMA PARISH 485 East St., Ludlow, MA 01056 413-583-7875
438 Winsor St., Ludlow Email: FCCLudlow@GMail.com
413-583-2312 Lead Pastor: Reverend Lisa Morrison
Father Pedro DeOlivera Associate Pastor: Gary Coombs

Office hours: Monday - Thursday 9:00 a.m.
to 5:00 p..m., closed 1:00 p.m.-2:00 p.m.
Sunday Masses — 9 a.m. (Portuguese);

11 am. (English)

Monday and Wednesday Morning
Masses — 8:30 a.m. (Portuguese)
Tuesday and Friday Masses — 5:30 p.m. (Portuguese)
Saturday Vigil Mass — 4 p.m. (English)
First Saturday of the Month — 8:30 a.m.
For more information, visit
ourladyoffatimaparish.org.

Discipleship Groups 9:45 a.m. Worship Service 11 a.m.
OTHER PROGRAMS
MONDAYS at 6:30 p.m. H.0.PE. Meeting Recovery Meetings for
those with addictions, anxiety, and grief SMC. Call 413-519-4591
TUESDAYS at 7 p.m. ZOOM Bible Study
RIDAYS Children’s After School Club (pre K through teens)

5-6:30 p.m.

STS. PETER AND PAUL UKRAINIAN
CATHOLIC CHURCH
45 Newbury St., Ludiow, MA 01056
Phone: 413-583-2140

Pastor: Father Andriy Krip

Z Y

Liturgy schedule:
Wednesday 9 a.m., Friday 9 a.m.
Rosary for Peace in Ukraine

on Wednesday at 6 p.m.
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DL&G TREEL

Tree
Removal

Structural
Pruning

Crane
Service

Storm
Damage

Stump
Grinding

Lot
Clearing

Give us a call for your free estimate
and tree evaluation

413-418-4212
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INSURED AND CERTIFIED



