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 By Amanda Munson
Staff Writer

amunson@turley.com 

LUDLOW – “The goal 
is to deliver over 300 bags!” 
Assembling the Valentine’s 
Day gift bags on Feb. 11 and 
delivering them to senior 
citizens in the surrounding 
area, locations like Keystone 
Commons assisted living 

facility and home deliver-
ies for homebound citizens 
in Town, the Ludlow Cares 
Coalition strives to deliver 
compassion, strength, and 
companionship with a couple 
of local treats to spark joy 
and smiles. Speaking with 
President Peter Leonczyk of 
Cares, who has recently tak-
en over Past President Laura 
Rooney, Leonczyk shares the 

background of the annual tra-
dition and highlights several 
community partners and or-
ganizations who showed up 
for members in the commu-
nity who deserve to be recog-
nized.

Leonczyk began, “This 
isn’t the first time there will 
be an article in The Register 
which is great because I be-
lieve it resonates that this is a 

project we continue to spon-
sor and advocate for. It sort 
of grew out of the pandemic 
when we understood what 
it was like in isolation, but 
we felt like senior citizens in 
our community were impact-
ed a little bit more with that 

By Amanda Munson
Staff Writer

amunson@turley.com 

LUDLOW – Beginning 
the job only a couple of 
weeks ago, the Ludlow Po-
lice Department welcomed 
Patrolman De-
siree Rivera who 
shared why she 
chose to come 
to Town and her 
background with 
college basket-
ball, her love of 
service within 
the community, 
and what she’s 
excited to ac-
complish during 
her time in the 
department. Being a police 
officer for two years, Rive-
ra transferred to Ludlow and 
became interested in police 
work predominantly due to 
her basketball coach. 

“Back in middle school, 
he was a part time basket-
ball coach and part time cop 
at the time, and back then he 
was my mentor. He was my 
confidant, so I wanted to fol-
low in his footsteps and help 
other people with the way he 
helped me. 

I grew up in a very tough 
neighborhood, very tough 
city, so he was my mentor 
to tell me what to do, follow 
the steps, and say I can be 
like him. I want to be that 
person for children in tough 
areas and tell them that just 

because you’re in 
this tough environ-
ment doesn’t mean 
that you need to be 
a product of it, and 
motivate them just 
like he motivated 
me,” explained Ri-
vera.

Attending Nich-
ols College and 
playing college bas-
ketball until gradu-
ating in 2020 with 

her criminal justice degree, 
Rivera stated that her degree 
was one of the only things 
that sparked an interest in 
her. Beginning her career in 
Foxborough and then trans-
ferring over to Pelham, with 
prior experience working as a 
dispatcher for over five years, 
Rivera commented she need-
ed a change of atmosphere 
and wanted a chance to help 

Board discuss FY27 budget, 
changes to health costs

 By Amanda Munson
Staff Writer

amunson@turley.com 

LUDLOW – On Feb. 3, 
the Select Board and Town 
Administrator Marc Strange 
discussed the FY27 budget 
and updates that occurred 
right before the meeting held 
that evening. Strange began 
with a hopeful update that the 
Town is in a manageable spot.

“We previously had bud-
geted for an 18% increase in 
our health insurance premi-
ums for FY27 and that was 
on the recommendation of 

our representative who had 
the latest information. And 
what happened was that it was 
based upon a trust average of 
16% and our loss runs were 
a little bit higher than every-
body else who’s in that trust, 
and what happened was in-
stead of a 16% trust average 
increase for all the munici-
palities, there was actually an 
8.3% increase. 

That 8% reduction was 
due to Blue Cross Blue 
Shield; they will no longer be 
covering GLP-1 medications 
after July 1, 2026. They also 
renegotiated some pre-phar-

macy and prescription reim-
bursements with their provid-
ers; the trust average was 8.3 
and our increase is 7.5%. This 
7.5 is below the trust aver-
age,” said Strange.

The Town’s health insur-
ance increase will be 7.5%, 
and Strange explained that 
it changes the game of the 
budget dramatically. Strange 
also updated that the Town re-
ceived the governor’s proposal 
where she issued her budget 
proposal the last week of Jan. 

New patrolman Desiree 
Rivera welcomed to LPD

SEPAC visits East St. literacy 
night, educates families 

By Amanda Munson
Staff Writer

amunson@turley.com 

LUDLOW – During 
the last week of January, 
the Special Education Par-

ent Advisory Council, also 
known as SEPAC, visited 
the East St. School literacy 
night on Jan. 28 and spoke 
with families about their on-
going support and advocacy 
for all children with special 

needs in the community. 
The council helps to estab-
lish a network of parents 
and guardians of children 
with special education needs 
and creates a safe space to 
share information and expe-
riences.

SEPAC meetings provide 
informational workshops 
and rely on the active partic-
ipation of parents and guard-
ians to effectively represent 
the needs of their commu-
nity and to make informed 
changes for the betterment 
of their community; based 
on the LPS website. Whilst 
walking through the elemen-
tary school, The Register 
spoke with Council Chair 
Jennifer Duncan, a dedicat-
ed mother and advocate, to 
learn more about the impor-
tance of supporting families 
and fostering growth with 
inclusivity and acceptance. 

Duncan had been chair 
for one year, secretary for 
three years, and said her 
eighth grader had been 

Turley photo by Amanda Munson

Members of the Special Education Parent Advisory Council 
with Council Chair Jennifer Duncan who shared information 
for families at East St.

By Amanda Munson
Staff Writer

amunson@turley.com 

LUDLOW – “I did it for 
my family.” Beginning his 
time at the Ludlow Police 
Department as a special po-
lice officer in Aug. of 2023 
and recently being promot-
ed to full-time on Dec. 29 of 
2025, Patrolman Quashawn 
Branch shared before com-
ing to the Town of Ludlow, 
he was working at Baystate 
Health for over 10 and a 
half years. Soon after tran-
sitioning into a part-time 
role at the LPD, Branch ex-
plained he wanted more out 
of the job and is happy to 
be now full-time and shared 
he’s doing it all in support 
of his family. 

Branch began, “I want-
ed more and being a special 
police officer at the LPD 
was an amazing opportuni-
ty and to be able to come to 
the department and be a part 
of it. I got to learn more and 

when I saw the opportunity 
arise, I jumped on it with 
everything. Coming to Lud-
low, it was an opportunity to 
expand my career.

Police Chief Brennan 
at the time was the 
lieutenant, and Re-
tired Chief Valadas 
was chief, and they 
both welcomed me 
with open arms. 
I am a little older 
compared to the 
department and got 
into policing when 
I was 31 years old, 
so for me it was a 
difficult transition, 
but Brennan and Valadas 
helped me through it. Espe-
cially Valadas at the time, 
I went to him and told him 
what my interests were and 
expressed that I wanted to 
become full-time with the 
department, so he helped 
me pursue that. 

The command staff were 
receptive, and they followed 
suit as well. They helped me 

along the way and encour-
aged me; that was very big 
for me. The culture of the 
department was very invit-
ing, not just the department, 
but the Town itself. Every 

time I’ve been 
there for FES-
TA or stopped at 
a store to get a 
drink, everybody 
has been very 
respectful to the 
department and 
they’re proud of 
the police offi-
cers, and I felt 
immediately that 
I needed this,” 

said Branch.
Prior to the LPD, Branch 

worked the night shift at the 
medical center and worked 
as a special police officer 
and a supervisor, with some 
similarities to both work 
environments but felt he 
needed a change. “I worked 
at the hospital for so long 

LPD promotes Quashawn 
Branch as patrolman

Submitted photos

Patrolman Quashawn Branch’s family from left to right: Daughters Aniyah and Asani Branch, 
Father-in-Law Peter Whyte, Mother-in-Law Marilyn Whyte, and Wife Priscilla Branch with 
Patrolman Branch. 

 Patrolman 
Quashawn Branch

 Patrolman 
Desiree Rivera

Please see BRANCH, Page 5Please see SEPAC, Page 6

Please see FY27 BUDGET, 
Page 8

Please see RIVERA, Page 5
Please see LUDLOW 

CARES, Page 3

Ludlow Cares delivers more than 
just a bag for Valentine’s Day

Submitted photo

Ludlow Cares Coalition in 2025 posing with their finished Valentine’s Day gift bags.



◗ Page 2   ❙   The Register   ❙   February 11, 2026

LUDLOW—On Jan. 29, 
the Ludlow Senior Center of-
fered ‘The Art of Card Mak-
ing’ with  Card Maker Irene 
Robinson, who brought three 
pre-designed handmade card 
kits and instructions so every-
one could do it and share with 
their friends and family. Many 
members were expressing their 
gratitude for Robinson and 
her creativity, saying that they 
would’ve never thought of us-
ing the materials and designs 
she created. 

Card making at the Senior Center

NEW 
PROGRAMS
Spring 2026

Select Teams 
Boys & Girls 
8th-Varsity 

(12th)

Little Ballers 
Grades K-3
Please email 
signups after 
AAU tryouts

Team Mass Boys & Girls
AAU Basketball Tryouts
Serving Central & Western MA 

for over 25 years!
Cost: $30 Covers both tryouts (players get t-shirt)
AAU membership needed $28 
(purchase on our website, well pull them)

Tryout # 1: Saturday, February 21, 2026
Location: Tantasqua Jr High School 
(320 Brookfield Rd., Fiskdale, MA)
• Boys Grades 4th-6th  8:30 a.m. - 9:45 a.m.
• Boys Grades 7th & 8th  9:45 a.m. - 11 a.m.
• Boys Grades 9th-12th  11 a.m. - 12:15 p.m. 
• Varsity players sign up if still playing with school** 
• Girls Grades 4th-6th  12:15 p.m. - 1:30 p.m.
• Girls Grades 7th-8th  1:30 p.m. - 2:45 p.m.
• Girls Grades 9th-12th  2:45 p.m. - 4 p.m.

Tryout # 2:  Sunday March 1, 2026 
Location: Oxford High School 
(100 Carbuncle Dr., Oxford, MA)
• Boys Grades 4th-6th  3:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.
• Girls Grades 4th-6th  4:30 p.m. - 5:30 p.m.
• Boys & Girls Grades 7th & 8th  5:45- 7 p.m.
• Boys and Girls Grades 9th-12th  7:15 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
• Varsity players sign up if still playing with school**

Pre Register/pay on website: teammassbasketball.com
Questions Email: teammassbasketball@gmail.com or call 413-539-1548

AAU affiliated club for over 25 years!

We are excited to introduce the newest addition to Ludlow Family Dentistry, 
Dr. Zachary D. Meunier.  Dr. Meunier is returning to Western Massachusetts and 

is a general dentist who has earned his D.M.D. degree from Midwestern University 
in Illinois.  
During dental school Dr. Meunier presented research nationally at the American 

Association for Dental, Oral, and Craniofacial Research (AADOCR) conference in Port-
land, Oregon through the Academic Dental Career Fellowship Program (ADCFP).  He 
also lectured and taught dental students reflecting his dedication to both excellent 
patient care and continued dental education.  
Dr. Meunier has shadowed and trained alongside specialists across every dental discipline and com-

pleted one-on-one implant training through the Implant Pathway program.  As a general dentist, he pro-
vides endodontics, implant dentistry, and oral surgery while referring highly complex cases to specialists 
to ensure the best outcomes for his patients.
He believes in listening carefully to his patients to fully understand their needs and concerns, allowing 

him to provide personalized, high-quality care for every individual.
Outside the office, Dr. Meunier and his wife, Joyce, share their home with their three loving cats.  He 

enjoys cooking, mountain climbing, hiking and camping.  
Dr. Meunier looks forward to partnering with you in achieving a lifetime of excellent oral health.  

Ludlow Family Dentistry, PC
FRANK J. MITERA, DMD • TIMOTHY J. YOUNG, DMD
257 Kendall Street, Ludlow, MA 01056 • (413) 583-6574

Welcome Dr. Meunier

Acacio serrazina
Bricklayer/Mason

Masonry by Acacio
Chimneys, Walls and

Other Masonry Specialties

Cell: (413) 433-3238
Home: (413) 543-6773

DR. CHRIS LAVOIE
Lavoie Family Chiropractic

Cell: 413-222-6841
Insurance Not Accepted

Exam & Six Treatments $285

 

Welcome to the Ludlow Senior CenterWelcome to the Ludlow Senior Center
Don’t let winter keep you away from 

the Ludlow Senior Center! Gather with 
friends in the Center’s beautiful dining 
room and enjoy a delicious lunch complete 
with coffee, tea, and dessert. To join us, 
just call 413-583-3564 a day in advance 
to reserve your $2 lunch (Call Friday for 
Monday lunch). 

February is Heart Health month, and 
we have scheduled several events and 
programs to help you. Pick up our month-
ly Newsletter at the Center or share your 
email with us to have it delivered straight 
to your inbox. You can also explore pro-
grams, find important forms, and learn 
more about what a Senior Center has to 
offer at ludlow.ma.us/ coa/. For the lat-
est news and photos, be sure to “like” the 
Ludlow Senior Center on Facebook! 

As the days grow colder, we look for-
ward to sharing warm meals, great pro-
grams, and good company with you. 
Please note that if the Ludlow schools are 
closed or have a delay due to inclement 
weather, the Center will be closed or have 
a delayed opening. Be sure to check News 
22 or 40 for delays or closings 

Activities Calendar:
Please register in advance for items 

with*

Thursday, February 12
9 a.m. Tai Chi
9:30 a.m. Dominos
10:15 a.m. Mindful Meditation
10:30 a.m. Sen. Oliveira Office Hour
10:30 a.m. Friends of the Center Mtg.
12:45 pm. Mahjong
1 p.m. Noodle Hockey
2:30 p.m. Active Yoga
	
Friday, February 13
8:45 a.m. Boomer Bootcamp*
9 a.m. Reiki by Appointment*
9 a.m. Ice Sculpturer on the patio
10 a.m. Boomer Bootcamp*
10 a.m. Blook Pressure Checks
10:30 a.m. Trivia
1 p.m. Ceramics
1 p.m. Health Bones & Balance*

Monday, February 16
Closed Presidents Day

Tuesday, February 17
9 a.m. Quilting
9 a.m. Line Dancing
10 a.m. Cribbage
10:30 a.m. Gentle Yoga
1 p.m. Western Dance Class

1 p.m. Brown Bag Pick Up*
1:30 p.m. Bingo
4:30 p.m. Power Pump
4:30 p.m. Souper Supper
4-6 p.m. Tech Help by Appointment*
5 p.m. Movie: Train Dreams (2025)

Wednesday, February 18
8:45 a.m. Zumba Gold
9 a.m. Ceramics
10 a.m. Opera
10:30 a.m. Healthy Bones & Balance*
1 p.m. Dominos
1 p.m. Movie: Train Dreams (2025)
1 p.m. Healthy Bones & Balance*
1:30 p.m. Heart Health with CareOne
4:30 p.m. COA Board Meeting

Thursday, February 19
9 a.m. Tai Chi
9:30 a.m. Dominos
10:15 a.m. Mindful Meditation.
12:45 pm. Mahjong
2 p.m. Writers Block
2:30 p.m. Active Yoga
*PLEASE register for Boomer Boot 

Camp, Healthy Bones & Balance, Foot 
Care, and other programs as noted by call-
ing 583-3564

Daily Events:
 Café: Monday – Friday 8-11 a.m.
 Exercise Room: Monday - Friday 8 

a.m. – 3:30 p.m. Open until 6:30 p.m. on 
Tuesday. 

 Walking Club: Monday – Friday 7 
a.m. and 8 a.m., leaving from the parking 
lot.

Menu:
Thursday, February 12: Vegetarian 

Chili/Corn Bread
Friday, February 13: Valentine’s 

Lunch! Ranch Chicken/Au Gratin Pot/
Peas

Monday, February 16: Center Closed 
Presidents Day

Tuesday, February 17: Cajun Crab 
Cake/Wild Rice/Glazed Carrots

Wednesday, February 18: Potato 
Crunch Fish/Scalloped Pot/Green Beans

Thursday, February 19: Birthday 
Lunch! Salisbury Steak/Mashed Pot/Veg-
gies

Reserve a delicious $2 lunch by calling 
a day ahead. all on Friday to reserve lunch 
on Monday. 

For allergy concerns, call the Senior 
Center to inquire about ingredients at 413-
583-3564.

Turley photos by Amanda Munson

Members discovering the various card designs and craft options at ‘The Art of Card Making’.

Card Maker Irene Robinson returned to the Senior Center 
to teach how to create handmade cards, just in time for 
Valentine’s Day! 

With three card options for 
members, everyone walked 
away from art class with 
unique cards to give to a 
loved one. 

Strange updates Select Board with noise bylaw
By Amanda Munson

Staff Writer
amunson@turley.com 

LUDLOW – On Feb. 3, 
Town Administrator Marc 
Strange shared the TA re-
port with the Select Board 
and began by stating the 
Special Town Meeting by-
laws were approved by the 

Attorney General’s Office. 
“Essentially in any Town 
where a meeting approves a 
new bylaw or bylaw amend-
ment, those changes have 
to be reviewed by the At-
torney General’s office and 
have 90 days to review, and 
they typically approve them. 
Then there’s a public posting 
period which I believe is 30 

days, and once that public 
posting period and review 
period is over, the bylaws 
are actually enforceable. 
The time period ends on 
Feb. 4 and the notable bylaw 
changes that were approved 
by Town Meeting in Oct. 
was the newly created ‘Un-
reasonable Noise’ bylaw,” 
said Strange. 

Corned beef and cabbage dinner at First Church
LUDLOW—St. Patrick’s 

Day is fast approaching. 
You can begin the month by 
celebrating with a delicious 
Corned Beef and Cabbage 
meal to-go on March 7, 2026. 

The meal includes corned 

beef, cabbage, potatoes, car-
rots, Irish soda bread, and 
dessert. All for only $18.

Call now to make your 
reservations 413-547-8720.

Drive by First Church in 
Ludlow, 859 Center Street, 

Ludlow between 4:30 and 
5:30 p.m. and we will deliver 
your meal right to your car.

Thank you for being so 
supportive of this fundrais-
er that helps us continue to 
reach out to our community.

National Cribbage Day celebrated  on Tuesdays
LUDLOW—Cribbage is 

one of the oldest regularly 
played card games. Creat-
ed by Sir John Suckling in 
the early 17th century, the 
game evolved from the old 
English game “noddy”. Al-
though the exact date crib-
bage was invented is un-
known, National Cribbage 
Day is celebrated yearly on 
Suckling’s birthday, Febru-
ary 10. 

Millions of Americans 
of all ages enjoy cribbage 
at home with family, at 
bars, senior centers and so-
cial clubs. The most com-

mon version is played with 
two players using a crib-
bage board with pegs and 
121 holes. The American 
Cribbage Congress (ACC) 
is the governing body of 
cribbage in the United 
States, hosting tournaments 
and maintaining a national 
ranking system. The ACC 
includes more than 5,000 
players of all ages and over 
500 grassroots cribbage 
clubs. In addition, the ACC 
has an internet cribbage 
program giving members 
an opportunity to play in 
online tournaments.

Locally, the “Pegging 
Fools” (Club #72) Cribbage 
Club meets every Tuesday 
evening at 6:30 p.m. at St. 
Gregory Armenian Church, 
135 Goodwin St., Indian 
Orchard.  

For more information 
about local cribbage activ-
ities or National Cribbage 
Day events, contact Peter 
Setian, 413-552-6336.

The ACC continues to 
promote and grow the game 
of cribbage nationwide and 
on the internet. More infor-
mation is available at www.
cribbage.org.

Support the local 
businesses that support
your local newspaper.

Let them know you 
saw their ad in the

The Register
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631 CENTER ST., Route 21, Mass Tpke Exit 54 
LUDLOW • 589-7071 • www.randallsfarm.net

WINTER HOURS: OPEN MON - FRI.  7AM – 8PM
OPEN SAT. & SUN. 7AM – 7PM

 Find us on  Facebook  and YouTube

ALWAYS FRESH AT 

Randall’s Hand Dipped 
Chocolate Covered 

Strawberries

SO GOOD TOGETHER
ROSES, DINNER & WINE

Romantic Dinners to Take Out
READY TO HEAT AND SERVE

Available Saturday, February 14
Filet Mignon ~ Wrapped with 
Applewood Smoked Bacon 

With Cabernet Wine Sauce
Crab Stuffed Lobster Tails ~ 

with Butter & Lemon
Choice of Appetizer & Dessert

Dinners Include Roasted Baby Potatoes, 
Baby Vegetables & Mini Ciabatta Bread

Please Order By February 12th

Love At First Bite

READY FOR PICK-UP OR 
LOCAL DELIVERY CALL 589-7071

Exotic 
Orchid Plants

$19.99$19.99  4 inch pot4 inch pot

Beautiful Beautiful 
Long Stem RosesLong Stem Roses
BY THE DOZEN BY THE DOZEN 
OR BY THE STEMOR BY THE STEM
Specially Wrapped With Specially Wrapped With 
Baby’s Breath & Greens!Baby’s Breath & Greens!

Valentine Bouquets Valentine Bouquets 
& Arrangements & Arrangements 

In A Painters In A Painters 
 Palette Of Colors Palette Of Colors

LOVE INSPIRED FOR 
ALL YOUR SWEETHEARTS

TULIPS 
MINI SPRAY ROSES

Sweetheart Wines Of The Month
Valentine Angels & Devils
Angelic Electra Moscato Rosé

$10.99 750ml
The Velvet Devil Merlot

$11.99 750ml
$2.00 OFF Regular Price!

Madhukar R Medipally, DMD
534 Center Street

Ludlow, MA 01056
(413) 583-2070 T  (413) 583-6027 F

FAMILY DENTAL
PRACTICE
Accepting New Patients

Including Commonwealth Care Alliance
Mass Health (Under 21)

 And Nearly All Dental Insurance Plans.
info@drmedipally.com

We don’t only 

work here, 

we live here 

too!

(413) 610-1122 • Fax: (413) 610-1126
77 Winsor St., Suite 202, Ludlow

pmarta@martalawoffices.comMAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

Steven A. Crespo
Financial Advisor

Financial strategies. One-on-one advice.
Market swings 
making you uneasy? Let’s talk. 
Knowing our clients 
personally is what we do. 
Schedule a complimentary 
portfolio review.

658 Center St., Ludlow, MA 01056

413-547-6048 Member SIPC

 Sen. Jake Oliveira given Legislator of the Year Award 
By Emily-Rose Pappas

Staff Writer 
epappas@turley.com 

REGION – The Massa-
chusetts Municipal Associa-
tion hosted its annual confer-
ence, this year called Connect 
351, in Boston, in order to 
award two State Senators and 
two State Representatives 
with the Municipal Advocate 
Award, recognizing them for 
their service to the communi-
ties they represent and serve. 

The Massachusetts Mu-
nicipal Association, or MMA, 
works to connect and support 
municipal leaders by creating 
a nonpartisan space for shared 
learning, ideas, and a voice to 
bring to Beacon Hill in order 
to make the 351 towns and 
cities of Massachusetts more 
connected and unified. 

“The more state support 
that municipalities can get, 
the better. Making sure that 
we have reliable state support 
for our 351 towns and cities is 
a lot more equitable. I believe 
that we are in a Common-
wealth, and we should work 
together to benefit our towns,” 
said Senator Jake Oliveira. 

 Oliveira worked hard to 
file legislation for towns to 
have the option to make hy-
brid meetings permanent, 
offering a way for meetings 
to become more accessible 
to the public, amongst many 
other benefits. 

“It’s worked so well, 

even at the state house, and 
it makes it easier for people 
to participate in their govern-
ment. It definitely improves 
services, and it was a great 
help in the long run to allow 
for more flexibility and an 
easier time to share informa-
tion,” said Oliveira. 

Oliveira partnered with 
the MMA to obtain funding 
for essential services at the 
local level, including Chapter 
70 funds, school transpor-
tation, and much more. He 
also helped work to change 

the Chapter 90 funding for-
mula in order to help Western 
MA communities have bet-
ter roadways that are more 
cost-effective.

“It was a good confer-
ence, and it was very mean-
ingful for me to receive the 
award,” said Oliveira. “It 
was great to go to the MMA 
conference, because you 
got to see town managers, 
city councilors, and more, 
some of whom I worked 
with while I was part of the 
school committee.” 

To further honor Oliveira’s 
dedication and service to the 
communities, the Selectboard 
from the town of Longmead-
ow also presented him with 
an award.

“As someone who came 
from municipal government, 
it was very meaningful to 
receive this award. We real-
ly work and fight hard to get 
these resources for our towns 
and cities, and working with 
that is something that I take a 
lot of pride in.” 

Submitted photo

Recipients of awards at Connect 351: Representative Jim Arciero, Representative Danielle 
Gregoire, Senator Brendan Crighton, and Senator Jake Oliveira. 

Great Decisions returns to the Wilbraham Library
WILBRAHAM - Reg-

istration has begun for 
the 2026 Great Decisions 
Discussion Group at the 
Wilbraham Public Li-
brary. Starting Feb. 4, the 
group will meet weekly on 
Wednesdays from 4:00 to 
5:30 p.m. through March 
25.

Each year, Foreign 
Policy Association selects 
eight critical issues facing 
the country to be the sub-
jects of conversation. 

The topics for 2026 

include America and the 
World: Trump 2.0 Foreign 
Policy, Trump Tariffs and 
the Future of the World 
Economy, U.S.-China Re-
lations, Ruptured Allianc-
es and the Risk of Nuclear 
Proliferation, Ukraine and 
the Future of European 
Security, Multilateral In-
stitutions in a Changing 
World Order, U.S. En-
gagement of Africa, and 
The Future of Human 
Rights and International 
Law.

Participants are encour-
aged to order a briefing 
book to read in advance so 
they can be informed and 
ready to engage. 

Briefing books are 
available on the associ-
ation’s website, fpa.org. 
One copy of the briefing 
book will be available at 
the Service Desk for in-li-
brary reading. 

To register and learn 
more, visit wilbrahamli-
brary.org, or call the li-
brary at 413-596-6141.

so this was a way to combat 
some of the isolation and rec-
ognize they’re a remembered 
part of our community. That’s 
how we at Cares created this 
gift bag idea where we were 
delivering bags to home-
bounds,” explained Leonczyk.

As a coalition, Leonczyk 
stated that they’re not just 
youth and family focused; its 
community focused and say-
ing that a strong community 
has everyone’s involvement in 
it and fostering those relation-
ships and connections contin-
ues to be important. “This is 
a soft side of this service, de-
livering a handmade bag and 
there’s a lot of love and spirit 
that goes into making those, 
with a lot of other organiza-
tions,” said Leonczyk.

Beginning with the Lud-
low Cares Coalition volun-
teers, the Ludlow Fire Depart-
ment will provide information 
on fire safety at home, the 
Ludlow Health Department 
will offer resources and a 
small gift, members of Lud-
low Highschool Cares who 
will participate on Feb. 11 
to build the bags, along with 
support from sponsors and 
donors to make this heart-
warming event possible. In the 
gift bags there will be word 
puzzles and brain teasers, 
homemade cookies donated 
by Second Time’s A Charm, 
homemade cards created by 
East St. School, Harris Brook 
Elementary, and the Ludlow 
Boys and Girls Club/Com-
munity Center youth, and this 

edition of The Register! 
The gift bags will be dis-

tributed to a few places like to 
homebound seniors in Town 
and Keystone Commons, with 
Leonczyk also noting Cares is 
partnering with Our Lady of 
Fatima ‘take and eat’ program 
that delivers meals monthly 
and will deliver gift bags to 
participants of that program 
too. 

“We visit the residents of 
Keystone and visit them at 
their lunch. All the volunteers 
enjoy that time and connec-
tion because you see the look 
on their faces, and they all 
light up. Especially when you 
are in the memory care unit. 
It’s a change in their routine 
and it’s a small gesture but 
has a big impact on them on 
that day as they look through 
the bag. It’s a very uplifting 

experience and Cares will be 
putting in a flyer that details 
what our organization has 
done over the last year, what 
our mission is and ongoing 
projects. This will gain aware-
ness of the different things go-
ing on in Town as well,” said 
Leonczyk.

Leonczyk shared the over-
all mission behind the Val-
entine’s Day gift bags and 
continued, “A lot of the times 
Valentine’s Day is about din-
ner dates or chocolates, but 
for a homebound senior it 
might be a quiet reminder 
of isolation, and we want to 
change that. As they enjoy our 
gift, we want them to know 
they are remembered and ap-
preciated, and this small gift 
brings a smile to their face 
and reminds them they’re still 
loved and a cherished mem-

ber of our community,” said 
Leonczyk. 

Cares Member Maxine 
Mazur added, “For Cares, 
this is a small way to bring a 
smile to their face. You nev-
er can do that too often and 
part of Cares is continuing to 
show appreciation to the en-
tire community.” Leonczyk 
remembers from previous 
years that the delivery of the 
bags is one of the volunteer’s 
favorite parts of this project.  
Cares Member Joel Frietas 
ended by saying, “There’s 
a unique kind of magic that 
happens at the door step, 
when you see a senior’s face 
light up, you realize you’re 
not just delivering a bag but 
delivering a moment of con-
nection that stays with them 
for a long time after they 
leave.” 

For this year, East St. and Harris 
Brook Elementary School kids created 
heartwarming cards to be delivered 
within the bags.

Submitted photos

Valentine’s Day gift bags are decorated with 
hearts, handmade cards and come with a sweet 
treat.

LUDLOW CARES from Page 1

Armchair Travel 
Series: Poland

WILBRAHAM – There’s 
more than one way to travel. 
Join your fellow travelers for 
a virtual adventure fueled by 
authentic Polish cuisine, mu-
sic and fun.

The event will take place 
on Thursday, Feb. 26 from 
noon to 2 p.m. at your lei-
sure. Call 596-8379 to regis-
ter, walk-ins also welcome. 
Sponsored by the Friends of 
the Wilbraham Senior Center.
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SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

OPINION

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Letters to the editor should be 250 words 
or less in length. No unsigned or anonymous 
opinions will be published. We require 
letter writers to include his or her town of 
residence and home telephone number. 
We must authenticate authorship prior to 
publication. 

We reserve the right to edit or withhold 
any submissions deemed to be libelous 
or contain unsubstantiated allegations, 
personal attacks, defamation of  character 
and offensive language. 

All unknown or alleged facts and 
quotations offered by the author need to cite 
credible, unbiased sources. 

Send letters to: The Register, 
24  Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069 or 

email theregister@turley.com.
The deadline for submissions 

is Friday at noon.

SUBMISSIONS POLICY
Readers, local merchants,  institutions, 

municipalities, non-profit groups, and civic 
organizations are strongly encouraged to 
send The Register  your hometown news 
and photos. News items and press releases 
should be sent via email to mharrison@
turley.com as an attachment AND pasted 
directly into the email message screen. 

Please send photo captions identifying all 
subjects in your image(s) from left to right. 

We need first and last name, hometown, 
title if applicable, and a brief description of 
what subjects are doing in the photo. Email 
uncorrected, raw, RGB color digital photos at 
highest resolution directly off your camera to 
mharrison@turley.com.

Publicity chairpersons are encouraged to 
send in news  about upcoming fundraising 
or other calendar events at least three 
weeks before the event.

If you are having difficulty with  a press 
release or need help, please call  (413) 283-
8393.

To send submissions by regular post, 
mail to: The Register, 24  Water Street, 
Palmer, MA 01069.
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The Register welcomes readers 
to participate in this year’s election 
campaigns by writing letters to the editor 
for publication on these pages. Letters 
of up to 250 words from local residents 
endorsing candidates on the ballot or 
discussing campaign issues should be 
sent to The Register, care of Turley Publi-
cations, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069, 
faxed to 413-289-1977 or emailed to 
theregister@turley.com. Please include a 
daytime telephone number for verification 
purposes (it will not be printed). Letters 
must be received by noon Monday to be 
considered for that Thursday’s newspa-
per. No attack letters will be printed. No 
letters written by candidates supporting 
their own candidacy will be printed. If the 
volume of letters received is larger than 
the space available in the newspaper, 
or if the letters become repetitive, the 
newspaper reserves the right to print a 
representative sample. No endorsement 
letters will be printed in the last edition 
before the election. 

For more information, call the editor 
at 413-283-8393.

Campaign news
As part of its election coverage, the 

newspaper plans to print stories about 
contested races for Congress, state 
Senate, state House, district attorney 
and Governor’s Council during the weeks 
leading up to the election, as well as a 
question-and-answer voters guide. In 
order to ensure fairness to all candidates, 
no political press releases will be printed, 
nor will reporters cover political rallies or 
fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to further publi-
cize their candidacy, beliefs and events 
may contact advertising, 413-283-8393 
about paid advertising in The Register.

ELECTION 
LETTERS POLICY

in my

By Ellenor Downer

Male gadwall 
On Dec. 20, compil-

ers at the Athol Christmas 
Bird Count recorded a to-
tal of 58 species includ-
ing a Gadwall, a first time 
for this species during a 
Christmas count.

Male Gadwall have 
grayish-brown heads, 
sometimes showing cinna-
mon on the forehead and 
faint purplish iridescence 
on the crown. Females re-
semble female mallards, 
but they have a thinner, 
darker bill. 

Gadwall nest in tall 
vegetation near water and 
show a preference for 
nesting on islands. Their 
choice of nesting location 
gives them some protec-
tion from predators. Fe-
male Gadwall produce an 
egg a day and lay a clutch 
of seven to 12 eggs. To 
meet their demand for pro-
tein during this stressful 
time, female Gadwall eat 
more invertebrates than 
males during this period in 
addition to using reserves 
of nutrients they’ve stored 
in their bodies during the 
winter.

Their winter habitat is 
fresh and brackish wet-
lands with abundant aquat-
ic vegetation on which 
they primarily forage. 
Gadwall often snatch food 
from diving ducks as they 
surface. Gadwall number 
have increased in North 
America since the 1980s. 
This is partly because of 
conservation of their hab-
itat, wetlands and adjacent 
uplands.

The oldest known Gad-
wall was a male, and at 
least 19 years, 6 months 
old. He was banded in 
Saskatchewan in 1962 and 
shot during hunting season 
in Louisiana in 1981.

Christmas Bird Count
The National Audu-

bon Society Christmas 
Bird Counts take place 
within a 22-day peri-
od, there are many state 
count circles and volun-
teers must be available. 
Despite snowy weather, 
compiler Jon Skinner said 
of the Groton-Ayer count 
on Dec. 14, “I was sur-
prised that we were able 
to scratch our way to 81 
species in such snowy 
conditions. It has to be a 
testament to the relent-
less nature of both our 
team and the birds.” Two 
new species were added 
13 black vultures soaring 
over Lancaster and a kill-
deer at Devens. Some of 
the other highlights were 
evening grosbeak in both 
Harvard and Groton, red 
crossbills in Townsend, 
Lapland longspur at Fitch-
burg Airport and in Ayer, 
chestnut-collared long-
spur at Fitchburg Air-
port,  American kestrel 
in Groton, two Baltimore 
orioles in Groton, eastern 
Phoebe in Shirley, redpoll 
in Lancaster and a long-
eared owl  in Devens. Spe-

cies seen three 
days before or 
after the actu-
al count date 
and noted as 
such were chip-
ping sparrow, 
brown-headed 
cowbird,Pere-
grine falcon and 
sandhill crane.

Bluebird
I received an email 

on Jan. 26 from Jeffrey 
Landry. He had a visit 
from a bluebird on Friday, 
Jan. 23. He thought it was 
either the male parent or 
one of its offspring from a 
previous summer. He said, 
“For several years I have 
called him, ‘Sunshine’ and 
he arrived at my feeder on 
a bright beautiful winter’s 
afternoon and this un-
called for visit was icing 
on my day’s cake.”

He offered to share 
this bluebird story. He 
said, “I was sitting on my 
meditation cushion yester-
day watching my breath 
emerge from a deep si-
lence and then gently re-
turn back into it. There 
was no counting, no ma-
nipulation, only watching, 
only flow. After some time 
had passed, I opened my 
eyes because I felt I was 
being closely watched.”

“I have a bird feeder 
right outside of my win-
dow and sure enough a 
male bluebird or one of 
his offspring from a previ-
ous summer, was perched 
and staring directly at me. 
Two summers ago I named 
the parent bluebird, ‘Sun-
shine’ and last May he re-
turned to the same nesting 
box in my front yard.

Quizzically, Sunshine 
leaned slightly forward. 
He was amazingly close.”

“It was beautiful, glo-
rious to see his blue rust 
colored body outlined by a 
background of white snow 
still clinging to frozen li-
lacs and tall trees. The 
sight of this sent ripples of 
love, that became currents 
of joy, to course through 
me.”

“I felt a smile stretch 
a mile wide across my 
whole being. It was like 
being visited by a long 
absent friend. Within min-
utes this made me get up 
and fill another feeder 
with dried mealworms 
because bluebirds aren’t 
seed eaters like many of 
the other birds that seek 
nourishment here. Like 
my breath, the mealworms 
disappeared into a well 
of silence. A contented 
peaceful silence that then 
took flight.”

Evening grosbeaks
A Cummington resi-

dent sent a photo of eve-
ning grosbeaks at her 
feeder. She said they are 
part of a flock that come to 
visit the feeders often.  

People may report a 
bird sighting or bird relat-
ed experience by emailing 
mybackyard88@aol.com 
or edowner@turley.com 
or mailing to Barre Ga-
zette, P.O. Box 448, Barre, 
MA 01005. The Palmer 
office has a new phone 
system and I will be get-
ting an extension where 
messages may be left. I 
will publish the number as 
soon as it is set up.

GUEST COLUMN

GUEST COLUMN

It’s been a fun cou-
ple of weeks in the 
realm of gardening! 
While I haven’t yet got-
ten my hands into the 
soil yet, I have been on 
the hunt for all kinds of 
seeds for the Old Stur-
bridge Village gardens:  
those for obscure me-
dicinal plants, unique 
heirlooms, and rare native 
plants.  

That process has led me 
to some interesting mail or-
der companies that I’d like to 
share with you.

My mail order “go to” 
for herb seeds has always 
been Richter’s (www.rich-
ters.com) but when I couldn’t 
locate a few of the items on 
my list there, a simple inter-
net search lead me to Thyme 
Garden (www.thymegarden.
com).  

Their catalog boasts over 
400 varieties of herb seeds 
and more. The text doubles 
as an herbal encyclopedia of 
sorts,  providing the reader 
with cultural information in 
addition to loads of herbal 
lore. 

A paper copy will set you 
back $2.50, but you can get 
a digital download for free. 
It’s noteworthy to mention 
that many of the seeds are 
harvested on the farm in Or-
egon. The company has been 
in business since 1989, and 
clearly knows their stuff.  

I purchased both Jimson-
weed and Cotton for the Paul 
Roger’s Herb Garden from 
this company.  

Prairie Moon Nursery 
(www.prairiemoon.com) is 
an excellent source for native 
plant material and seeds. This 
statement from their website 
gave me something to think 
about: “Native plants co-
evolved with native insects 
and wildlife; they are deeply 
dependent on one another. 
These plants provide food 
and shelter to insects, birds, 
and other small animals, 
which in turn support larg-
er predators. Native plants 
are the fundamental stepping 
stones of a healthy eco-sys-
tem.”

While many of us already 
enjoy growing native plants, 
the impact of doing so goes 
far beyond our ornamental 
gardens. 

Prairie Moon offers seeds, 
blended seed mixes, plants 
and more, and their catalog 
is free for the asking. You can 
also download a catalog and 
cultural guide.  

Growing native plants 
from seed often requires spe-
cialized treatments such as 
chilling or nicking and soak-
ing, so I’d definitely recom-
mend brushing up. I found 
Toothwort (at last!) and Late 
Horse Gentian, both for the 
herb garden.

Sometimes the tricky part 
about searching out heirloom 
seeds in the issue of cultivars. 
For example, I need a black 
flowered Hollyhock known 
scientifically as Alcea rosea 
nigra, yet what I discover are 
cultivars called “Jet Black” 
or “Black Watchman.” I want 
the original.  

Here is where seed sales 
at Monticello (www.mon-
ticelloshop.org) come in 
handy. Thomas Jefferson 
was an avid gardener, and the 
display gardens around his 
estate highlight many of his 
favorite plants.  

I was also able to secure 
seeds for unimproved ver-
sions of Rusty Foxglove and 
Black Eyed Susan Vine. Be-
cause of this good fortune, 
you will see authentic 1830s 
gardens when you visit the 
Village.  

There is no printed cata-
log to my knowledge, but the 
shop has its seed sales orga-
nized in a friendly manner 
online. Some seeds are even 
harvested on site.

Speaking of authentic-
ity, it’s also important that 
we utilize heirloom vegeta-

ble varieties within our  
gardens, so that you, the 
visitor, see the real deal, 
1830s style. I’ve often 
ordered heirloom veg-
etable and flower seeds 
from Baker Creek Heir-
loom Seed Company 
(www.rareseeds.com) 
and this year is no ex-
ception.  

Their big, beautiful Rare 
Seed and Whole Seed Cata-
logs are free for the asking 
and seed shipping is free, 
also. Search over 1,300 seeds.  

If you can’t find what you 
are looking for there, hop on 
over to Victory Seeds (www.
victoryseeds.com) and there 
will be more heirloom, open 
pollinated, non GMO variet-
ies to choose from. I love the 
concept of Victory Gardens, 
and the company does a great 
job of explaining and pro-
moting it.  

Victory Seeds offers free 
shipping on all orders over 
$30 and their website pro-
vides “quick links” to each 
main category for easy online 
shopping. They also encour-
age seed saving practices, 
which is neat.  

This summer, look for 
China Rose Radish, Tall 
Telephone Peas, Boston 
Marrow Squash and Long 
Green Cucumber growing 
in our gardens and used in 
our households. These were 
all purchased from Victory 
Seeds.           

If you are bored one after-
noon, why not take a look at 
what these or any number of 
reputable seed houses have to 
offer. You will no doubt ex-
pand your plant knowledge 
while you expand your gar-
den!

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. 
For 34 years she has held the 
position of staff horticultur-
ist at Old Sturbridge Village. 
She enjoys growing food 
as well as flowers. Have a 
question for her? Email it to 
pouimette@turley.com with 
“Gardening Question” in the 
subject line.  

Online seed houses offer endless choices
inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

Why is my Social Security Retirement benefit so small? 
Dear Rusty: 
Can you help 

me understand? 
I have paid 

into Social Secu-
rity since I start-
ed working in 
1978. I did have a lot of tax 
deductions, but I don’t un-
derstand why I only receive 
$350 a month from Social 
Security. 

Signed: Befuddled Se-
nior

Dear Befuddled Senior: 
Your Social Security 

benefit is based upon your 
average monthly earnings 
for the 35 years over your 
lifetime that you earned the 
most while contributing 
to the Social Security pro-
gram; however, your benefit 

isn’t based on your contri-
butions to SS. Your average 
lifetime earnings amount is 
called your Average Indexed 
Monthly Earnings,” which 
are adjusted for inflation 
for years before you turn 
60. Your earnings, your net 
earnings if self-employed, 
are provided to the SSA by 
the IRS. 

Your AIME is subjected 
to a formula which calcu-
lates your “Primary Insur-
ance Amount,” which is the 
SS benefit you receive if you 
start benefits in the month 
you reach your full retire-

ment age. Your per-
sonal Full Retirement 
Age depends on the 
year you were born 
which, if you were 
born in 1960 or later, 
is age 67. However, 

if you claim Social Security 
before reaching your FRA, 
you will get only a percent-
age of your PIA, reduced 
from what you would get if 
you claimed at your FRA. 

For example, if you 
claimed at age 62, you 
would only get 70% of the 
amount you would have 
gotten had you waited until 
age 67, or if you claimed at 
age 63 you would get 75% 

Please see SOCIAL
SECURITY, Page 1

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is requested to check their advertisement 
the first time it appears. This paper will not be responsible for 
more than one corrected insertion, nor will be liable for any error 
in an advertisement to a greater extent than the cost of the space 
occupied by the item in the advertisement.
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What’s Happeningaat Hubbard Memorial Library

TheLocalTableNTap.com
(413) 279-1198 • TheLocalTableNTap@gmail.com

 2039 Boston Road, Wilbraham, MA

SUN 9:00am - 9:00pm
Mon-WED 11:00am - 9:00pm

THURS-FRI 11:00am - 10:00pm
SAT 9:00am - 10:00pm

Bar Open Late
Get Local at Home withFACEBOOK INSTAGRAM

THURSDAY
Prime Rib Night

served with potato, veg

WEDNESDAY
All Pastas $20!

Try one in our House Made 
Bread Bowls

Our Famous Brunch
Saturday and Sunday 9am-Noon

TheLocalTableNTap.com
(413) 279-1198 • TheLocalTableNTap@gmail.com

 2039 Boston Road, Wilbraham, MA

SUN 9:00am - 9:00pm
Mon-WED 11:00am - 9:00pm

THURS-FRI 11:00am - 10:00pm
SAT 9:00am - 10:00pm

Bar Open Late
Get Local at Home withFACEBOOK INSTAGRAM

THURSDAY
Prime Rib Night

served with potato, veg

WEDNESDAY
All Pastas $20!

Try one in our House Made 
Bread Bowls

Our Famous Brunch
Saturday and Sunday 9am-Noon

75 Post Office Park
Wilbraham

413-675-7570
www.mypoportho.com

Start your smile journey today!
Scan to book a complimentary consult.

Dr. Ana Serrenho
100% locally owned and operated

Available evenings 
and Saturdays

75 Post Office Park
Wilbraham

413-675-7570
www.mypoportho.com

Available evenings and Saturdays.
Scan today to book a consult!

Dr. Ana Serrenho
100% locally owned and operated

FIVE ISLANDS
Georgetown, Maine
2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom

Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

• Walk to Five Islands Wharf and 
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
• Close to Reid State Park

$1200/week
207-607-9333

To register for programs or find out 
more information, visit ludlow.cwmars.
org, or call (413) 583-3408. Weather-relat-
ed announcements for outdoor events will 
be made on the library’s Facebook page 
the morning of the program.

Library Hours: M, W, F 9-5, TU, TH, 
9-8, S 10-2. Closed Saturdays during the 
summer, Sundays and holidays.

Friends of the Hubbard Memorial 
Library, third Thursday of the month, 
6:00 p.m. Get involved! Join the Friends 
of the Library for their monthly meeting 
and learn how you can help support the li-
brary.

FOR ADULTS

Sound Energy Healing Series One 
Saturday per month 10:30 AM. Sound 
healing brings individuals into a state 
of relaxation and rest. Enjoy an hour of 
peace and calm while sitting or laying on 
a yoga mat, absorbing the healing vibra-
tions from instruments such as the quartz 

crystal bowls lead by Julia Nadolny. Bring 
a yoga mat or towel, something to lay on 
during the program and a blanket to cov-
er yourself up in.  Dates: 2/28, 3/28, 4/25, 
5/23, 6/13. Please register on our website 
or by calling the circulation desk. Sign-
ups are for the individual session, not the 
entire series.

Mass Center for the Book Monthly 
Reading Challenge Each month, you’ll 
be challenged to read a book based on a 
chosen theme.  Those who participate will 
be entered to win a free tote bag full of 
books! For more information and to sign 
up, please visit https://www.massbook.
org/readingchallenge-2

Chair Volleyball for Seniors, every 
Thursday, 1:30 p.m. Have some fun and 
join us for chair volleyball! No running or 
jumping required. Please sign up on our 
website or by calling the circulation desk 
at 413-583-3408. Walk-ins are welcome.

Who picked this book? Book Club 
Meeting, first Thursday of the month, 

3:30 p.m. Join us for this month’s Who 
picked this book? Book Club meeting! 
You can pick up a copy of the book at the 
circulation desk. 

Happy Hour Book Club Meeting, 
last Thursday of the month, 6:30 p.m. 
Join us for this month’s Happy Hour Book 
Club meeting! You can pick up a copy of 
the book at the circulation desk.

FOR YOUTH

Blind Date with a Book, through 
February 14. For tweens and teens. Let 
us set you up with a great book! Drop-in.

Valentine Card Making, through 
February 14. For all ages of youth. Drop-
in and make a unique Valentine card.

True Tales Storytime for Homes-
chooled 5-8 year olds, Wednesday, Feb-
ruary 11, 1:00 pm. Please register.

Lego Build Challenge, every 
Wednesday, February 11, 18, 25, 12:00 

to 5:00 pm. All creations will be put on 
display in the Youth Room for the week. 
Drop-in.

Grow, Play & Learn Playgroup for 
0-2 year olds, Thursdays, February 
12, 26 (not February 19) 9:45 - 10:30 
am. Sponsored by Pathways for Parents 
CFCE. Please register.

Grow, Play & Learn Playgroup for 
2-5 year olds, Thursdays, February 
12, 26, (not February 19) 10:45 - 11:30 
am. Sponsored by Pathways for Parents 
CFCE. Please register.

Online Gaming Club for YAs, Thurs-
days, February 12, 19, 26, 3:30 - 5:00 
pm. For ages 10-15. We have Minecraft! 
Please register. 

Massachusetts Children’s Book 
Award Book Group (MCBA), monthly, 
Thursday, February 12, 6:00 - 6:45 pm. 

people who are going through 
the rut. 

“Being able to make 
more of an impact and Lud-
low was the right fit for me 
diversity wise. The depart-
ment’s great and it’s a very 
tight knit community; they 
support police, which is 
even better, and it felt right. 
I wasn’t always a cop and 
as a dispatcher, I know what 
goes on behind the phone 
and translate it to in-per-
son now which made it way 
easier. For the community, I 
look forward to building that 
relationship and am excited 
to interact with more resi-
dents,” said Rivera.

The aspect that Rivera 
is looking forward to is the 
advancement within the de-
partment, stating how many 
opportunities there are for 
growth in Ludlow and that 
her focus currently is to 
work with the K-9 specialty. 

“I love dogs and that’s 
what got me into it. I had an 
Australian Shephard, super 
smart and I used to train him 
all the time. I spent so much 
time training him and I felt 
like this was what I wanted 
to do. Hopefully in the near 
future,” expressed Rivera.

To those who may be 
interested in joining police 
work, Rivera shared advice. 

“Keep your feet clean, keep 
your hands clean, and do the 
right things when nobody’s 
looking. You are who you 
are when nobody’s looking 
and even though you think 
there’s not, somebody’s al-
ways looking. Just always 
do the right thing, stay fit 
and work out, and find a 
hobby outside of the job. 
Making time for your fam-
ily, mental health is import-
ant and spending time with 

mine is what I like to do to 
decompress. Don’t forget 
where you came from, re-
member your roots,” said 
Rivera.

Rivera added that she’s 
looking forward to youth 
community events, especial-
ly activities involving com-
petitive sports to engage in 
and is excited to meet more 
of the residents and neigh-
bors she will be now serv-
ing. 

Turley photo by Amanda Munson

Patrolman Desiree Rivera with Police Chief Mike Brennan who 
both began their new positions around the same time.

RIVERA from Page 1

that I was comfortable and 
very accustomed to that 
life. Anybody in that posi-
tion having to leave a job 
for a decade, it’s going to 
be rough, but I knew what I 
wanted. 

Taking the chance to go 
to the LPD full-time was 
going to help me advance in 
my career and achieve my 
goals. I have two children, 
16 and a 12-year-old and it’s 
tough, I’ve always prided 
myself in making my kids 
proud. 

My wife is a nurse at the 
hospital, so a lot of factors 
were played into it. I didn’t 
do it just for myself; I did it 
for them. I wanted them to 
be proud of what I was do-
ing,” said Branch.

Branch’s goal as a pa-
trolman of the LPD is to 
give back to the community, 
commenting that he enjoys 
helping people and making 
them feel safe. Born and 
raised in Springfield, Branch 
shared he has friends that 
are police officers and when 
first working at the hospital, 
he began as a security offi-
cer. 

Going to the academy 
and being sworn in as police 
officers, it opened Branch’s 
world to what he could ac-
complish. 

“These were things I 
never saw myself doing but 
when I got involved in it, I 
became very interested. I 
am the first in my family to 
be a police officer and felt 
I had so much to give to a 
community like Ludlow, to 
help more people and be a 

protector. Part of me being 
a parent instilled that in me 
too,” said Branch.

To the community, 
Branch had a few words to 
end with, “The department 
has a social media account 
and when Desiree Rivera 
and I were appointed, the 
community was very re-
ceptive and welcoming; I 
wanted to say thank you for 
welcoming me with open 
arms. I will do my best at all 
times to protect and serve 
the community and if you 
ever see me out and about, 
please speak because I am 
definitely a people person. 
To my family, thank you for 
sticking by me with every-
thing and I will make them 
proud.”

BRANCH from Page 1

Please see HUBBARD, Page 9
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TOWN OF LUDLOW
REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS

PUBLIC SOCIAL SERVICE PROGRAMS
The Town of Ludlow is seeking proposals from qualified social service organizations and agencies to include 
in its application for the FY 2026 Community Development Block Grant. Activities eligible for funding 
include a range of social services that meet the needs of Ludlow’s low and moderate-income residents. 
Agencies providing the following services are encouraged to submit proposals: adult education/GED 
preparation, literacy programs, job training, domestic violence prevention, services for seniors, emergency 
food, family/youth activities, and other social service programs.  

The Town of Ludlow may choose to fund all, any, or none of the proposals submitted.  Agencies or 
organizations identified for inclusion in the Town’s grant proposal will be required to submit additional 
information as part of the full CDBG application to be submitted to the Massachusetts Executive Office of 
Housing and Livable Communities (EOHLC). Programs funded by EOHLC will begin in the Fall of 2026. The 
Pioneer Valley Planning Commission (PVPC) is assisting the Town in the coordination and administration of 
its community development programs. Please contact Evan Mastroianni to receive a request form or with 
any questions regarding this program at (413) 781-6045 or emastroianni@pvpc.org. 

All proposals must be submitted by mail, fax or e-mail to the Pioneer Valley Planning Commission, 
60 Congress Street – 1st Floor, Springfield, MA 01104, fax 413-732-2593, or emastroianni@pvpc.org by 
2:00 p.m. Wednesday, February 25th, 2026.

TOP DOLLAR PAID
CARS, TRUCKS & SUVs

GOOD OR JUNK
“WE COME WITH THE CASH”

Nate (413) 636-2929
D AND M AUTO
1422 Park St.

Palmer, MA 01069

 Are you having difficulty communicating 
with your partner, struggling with 

boundaries, and healthy relationships? 

We invite you to join us 
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
 to explore these topics and more. 

This group will be held in zoom, is 
educational, confidential, and free. 

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.

PERSONAL CARE 
ATTENDANT 

WANTED
FT/PT Positions Available

$20 per hour to start
Call 413-813-5282 to apply

on an IEP, individual-
ized education program, 
since preschool. “Ludlow 
helped us navigate that for 
us, we knew something 
was up and didn’t real-
ly know. Ludlow pushed 
and pushed and they got 
everything for him. He 
actually was able to do 
an international trip with 
the travel club so from 
being like, ‘I can’t func-
tion in society’ to ‘Bye 
Mom! I’m headed over to 
Italy!’ so Ludlow’s help 
was huge. But what was 
huger was when I found 
out about the SEPAC and 
I had no clue what I was 
doing,” explained Duncan.

From not knowing the 
process to moving up to 
council chair, Duncan 
shared that her first time 
walking into a SEPAC 
meeting was when she 

was surprised to see the 
director of special educa-
tion sitting in the meeting 
amongst the members. 
“It changed everything, it 
changed how I was able 
to communicate with the 
department of special 
education, how I could 
communicate my child’s 
needs…it changed every-
thing. Afterwards, it was 
only a couple of years that 
I joined the committee,” 
said Duncan. 

Referring to the lit-
eracy night at East St., 
Duncan and SEPAC were 
thrilled to get a table to 
present at the school since 
many don’t know that the 
group exists. “It’s run by 
parents with the help of 
the special education di-
rector, so we’re here try-
ing to get parents involved 
and commit. It’s harder 
because you want people 
to understand we’re here 

for you and it’s easier to 
talk to a parent than it is 
to talk to a professional, 
especially when you’re 
frustrated and things ar-
en’t going right. SEPAC 
is that outlet to be like, 
‘Hey, my kid is going 
through this’ and I can 
say, ‘My kid went through 
that too, this is how we 
were able to navigate it 
and this is how we came 
to this’. We want peo-
ple to know that we exist 
and for us to be able to 
be here, to be seen and 
people stopping and ask-
ing what we’re doing is 
huge,” said Duncan.

For families interested 
in learning more, Duncan 
explained that Director of 
Special Education April 
Rist and her are 100% 
available. For Rist, con-
tact a_rist@ludlowps.org. 
For Duncan, contact je-
duncan@baypath.edu. 

SEPACfrom Page 1

IN THE CLASSROOM

Colleges announce  Fall 2025 Dean’s Lists
American International  

College  Fall 2025 
Dean’s List

SPRINGFIELD—Amer-
ican International College 
(AIC) in Springfield, MA, 
is proud to announce that 
489 students have earned 
a place on the Dean’s List 
for the fall 2025 semester. 
These full-time students 
have attained GPAs rang-
ing from 3.3 to 4.0. AIC 
applauds the dedication and 
achievements of these en-
terprising students.

INDIAN ORCHARD 
Aryanna Cosme, Faydorah 
Saint-Gilles, Brianna Ev-
ans, Alaysia Jenkins Gra-
ham

L U D L O W 
Elizabeth Braz, Calleigh 
Foley, Ariana Kilduff, 
Nicole Audet, Jocelyn 
Figueroa and Carissa 
Mendes

Morelli named to Clark 
University’s Fall 2025 
Dean’s List

WORCESTER—Timmy 
Morelli, of Ludlow, Mass., 
was named to first honors 
on the Clark University 
Dean’s List. This selection 
marks outstanding academ-
ic achievement during the 
Fall 2025 semester.

Students must have a 
GPA of 3.8 or above for 
first honors or a GPA be-
tween 3.50 and 3.79 for 
second honors.

WPI Announces Fall 2025 
Dean’s List

W O R C E S T E R —

Worcester Polytechnic 
Institute (WPI) has an-
nounced its Dean’s List for 
academic excellence for the 
Fall 2025 semester.

The criteria for the WPI 
Dean’s List differ from that 
of most other universities 
as WPI does not compute a 
grade point average (GPA). 
Instead, WPI students are 
named to the Dean’s List 
based on the amount of 
work completed at the A 
level in courses and hands-
on projects.

The following students 
were named to the Fall 
2025 Dean’s List:

Jacob Moquin of Lud-
low, class of 2028, majoring 
in Biology and Biotechnol-
ogy

Jadyn Neiford of Lud-
low, class of 2027, majoring 
in Biochemistry

William Reed of Lud-
low, class of 2027, majoring 
in Chemical Engineering

Kyle Rodrigues of Lud-
low, class of 2029, majoring 
in Aerospace Engineering

Matthew Santos of Lud-
low, class of 2027, majoring 
in Civil Engineering

Varvara Sas of Ludlow, 
class of 2029, majoring in 
Chemical Engineering

Caden Vilinskis of Lud-
low, class of 2028, majoring 
in Chemical Engineering

WNEU Fall 2025 
Dean’s List

SPRINGFIELD—West-
ern New England Univer-

sity is proud to announce 
the outstanding academic 
achievements of nearly 800 
students named to the Fall 
2025 semester Dean’s List 
including:

LUDLOW
John McClintock, Mi-

chael Pedro, Lance Tom-
linson, Timothy Del Ne-
gro, Krystian, Hannah 
Perlak, Adam Krutka, Jetta 
Albright, Christian Roche, 
Stephen Goodreau, Keely 
Smyth, Anthony Shea, An-
drew Provost, Owen Mc-
Carthy, Anabella Castro, 
Alexis Leab, Ryan Good-
win, Cooper Zukowski, Ava 
Moutinho, Sophia Scyocur-
kA, Jaidyn Gaudreau, Isa-
bella Murphy-Rodriguez, 
Christopher CalvanesE, 
Hong Zhang, Lillian Przy-
byl

INDIAN ORCHARD
Blanca Amaya, Jenna 

Branco, Robert Beyette, 
Zacharia McClendon, Emi-
ly Lopez, Jamin Dong 

Ciesla named to Salve 
Regina University’s Fall 

2025 Dean’s List
NEWPORT, RI —Nich-

olas Ciesla of Ludlow was 
named to the Dean’s List 
during the fall 2025 aca-
demic semester at Salve 
Regina University. To qual-
ify for the Dean’s List, stu-
dents must earn a semester 
grade point average of 3.6 
for full-time students com-
pleting at least 12 graded 
credits, or a semester grade 
point average of 3.8 for 

part-time students complet-
ing at least six credits.

WNEU Fall 2025 
Semester President’s List

SPRINGFIELD—West-
ern New England Uni-
versity (WNE) takes im-
mense pride in recognizing 
the outstanding academic 
achievements of nearly 600 
students who have been 
named to the President’s 
List for the Fall 2025 se-
mester. Students are named 
to the President’s List for 
achieving a semester grade 
point average of 3.80 or 
higher.

Matthew Saloio of Lud-
low has been named to 
Western New England Uni-
versity’s President’s List for 
the Fall 2025 semester.

Jessica Morgado of 
Ludlow has been named to 
Western New England Uni-
versity’s President’s List for 
the Fall 2025 semester.

Rayna Ferris of Ludlow 
has been named to Western 
New England University’s 
President’s List for the Fall 
2025 semester.

Alexander Murphy of 
Ludlow has been named to 
Western New England Uni-
versity’s President’s List for 
the Fall 2025 semester.

Cameron Touchette 
of Indian Orch has been 
named to Western New En-
gland University’s Presi-
dent’s List for the Fall 2025 
semester.

Daniel Gesualdi of Lud-
low has been named to 
Western New England Uni-

versity’s President’s List for 
the Fall 2025 semester.

Hallie Dones of Ludlow 
has been named to Western 
New England University’s 
President’s List for the Fall 
2025 semester.

Anthony Saloio of Lud-
low has been named to 
Western New England Uni-
versity’s President’s List for 
the Fall 2025 semester.

Kylie Hua of Ludlow 
has been named to Western 
New England University’s 
President’s List for the Fall 
2025 semester.

Alexina Laporte of Lud-
low has been named to 
Western New England Uni-
versity’s President’s List for 
the Fall 2025 semester.

Malina Dinis of Ludlow 
has been named to Western 
New England University’s 
President’s List for the Fall 
2025 semester.

Sophia Dobek of Lud-
low has been named to 
Western New England Uni-
versity’s President’s List for 
the Fall 2025 semester.

Emma Ellis of Ludlow 
has been named to Western 
New England University’s 
President’s List for the Fall 
2025 semester.

Aiden Carmona of Lud-
low has been named to 
Western New England Uni-
versity’s President’s List for 
the Fall 2025 semester.

Cole Bamford of Lud-
low has been named to 
Western New England Uni-
versity’s President’s List for 
the Fall 2025 semester.

Edison Zheng of Ludlow 
has been named to Western 
New England University’s 
President’s List for the Fall 
2025 semester.

Theryn Pelletier of Lud-
low has been named to 
Western New England Uni-
versity’s President’s List for 
the Fall 2025 semester.

Yaxiel Lopez of Spring-
field has been named to 
Western New England Uni-
versity’s President’s List for 
the Fall 2025 semester.

Lucas Costa of Ludlow 
has been named to Western 
New England University’s 
President’s List for the Fall 
2025 semester.

Savanna Ferrabelo of 
Ludlow has been named to 
Western New England Uni-
versity’s President’s List for 
the Fall 2025 semester.

Austin Assaf of Ludlow 
has been named to Western 
New England University’s 
President’s List for the Fall 
2025 semester.

Lucas Franco of Ludlow 
has been named to Western 
New England University’s 
President’s List for the Fall 
2025 semester.

James Dias of Ludlow 
has been named to Western 
New England University’s 
President’s List for the Fall 
2025 semester.

Fejer Hasan of Indian 
Orch has been named to 
Western New England Uni-
versity’s President’s List for 
the Fall 2025 semester.

Holyoke Community College scholarship 
season is open for 2026-2027

HOLYOKE - The Holy-
oke Community College 
Foundation is now accept-
ing scholarship applications 
for the 2026-2027 academic 
year.

  The application dead-
line is Friday, March 13, 
2026. 

  Last year, the HCC 
Foundation awarded 410 
scholarships worth about 
$364,000 to 379 incom-
ing, current, and transfer-
ring HCC students. Some 
students received multiple 
scholarship awards. The av-
erage scholarship award is 
typically around $900.

     Students must be cur-
rently enrolled at HCC or 
have been accepted for the 
upcoming academic year to 

be eligible for scholarships.
 Applicants only need to 

fill out a single online form 
to be automatically matched 
with the scholarships they 
are most qualified to re-
ceive. There are scholar-
ships for new students, cur-
rent students and students 
transferring to other insti-
tutions, scholarships based 
on financial need, scholar-
ships for students in specif-
ic majors, scholarships for 
residents of certain com-
munities, and scholarships 
that recognize academic 
achievement.

    To view scholarship 
opportunities and begin the 
application process, please 
go to:  www.hcc.edu/schol-
arships.

  The HCC Scholarship 
Resource Center, on the 
first floor of the Donahue 
Building (Room 158), is 
open Monday through Fri-
day, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., to 
help current and incoming 
students navigate the pro-
cess of applying for schol-
arships.

 
The HCC Foundation 

is a 501(c)(3) that works to 
advance the college’s mis-
sion, vision, and values. 
Founded in 1968 as the 
Friends of Holyoke Com-
munity College, in response 
to a devastating fire that 
forced the college to rebuild 
on a new campus, the Foun-
dation now manages assets 
of more than $20 million, 
the largest community col-
lege foundation endowment 
in Massachusetts.

 
Questions should be di-

rected to the HCC Founda-
tion office at 413-552-2182, 
or by email to  scholar-
ships@hcc.edu.

MEMORIALS

haluchsmemorials.com

Cemetery Memorials ✦ Markers
Granite Benches

Religious Statuary ✦ Outdoor Display

RAY HALUCH INC.
1014 Center St  ❙  Ludlow, MA  ❙  583-6508
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Lions come away with win over Renaissance
LUDLOW – Last Thurs-

day night, Ludlow High 
School held on to an early 
lead and took care of busi-
ness against Renaissance 
High School 56-49.

 The Lions had a very 
strong finish to the match-
up with a 21-12 run to end 
the game. Ludlow got 16 
points from Tyler Tatro and 
12 points from Jackson Ma-
teus.

 The Lions are 11-7 and 
are next awaiting wheth-
er they make the Western 
Mass. tournament or play 
nonplayoff games. Ludlow 
will make the state tourna-
ment.

Spencer Huntley passes on 
the run.

Jackson Mateus tries to pass 
over a teammate.

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli

Filipe Fernandes takes a free 
throw.

Tyler Tatro looks to get around an opponent.

Kobe McKay looks for a teammate to pass to.

Ludlow hockey
falls in overtime

The Ludlow defense spreads out on a play.

WEST SPRINGFIELD – Last Saturday afternoon at 
Olympia Ice Center, Ludlow hockey, which co-ops with 
Belchertown, was defeated by East Longmeadow 4-3 in 
overtime. Nathan Ribeiro, William Mitus, and Nick Dero-
in had the goals for Ludlow. Sean Kefalas had two assists. 
Ludlow is 6-9 heading into the final week of the regular 
season. The Lions are still in position to qualify for the 
state tournament. They were ranked No. 26 in the Division 
3 power rankings as of last week.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

Tannar Severyn continues up the ice.

Sectional hockey to 
have new look for 
tournament this year

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

WEST SPRING-
FIELD—The 2026 West-
ern Massachusetts high 
school hockey tournament 
is scheduled to take place 
from Feb. 16-19.

Six of the seven Berry 
Division teams will quali-
fy for the Class A tourna-
ment.

The Berry Division 
teams, who are looking 
to qualify for the Class A 
tournament, are Westfield, 
East Longmeadow, Green-
field, Minnechaug Region-
al, Longmeadow, Ludlow, 
and West Springfield.

The Westfield Bombers 
are the two-time defend-
ing Class A champions. 
They defeated the Green-
field Green Wave, 7-3, in 
last year’s championship 
match.

All six of the teams in 
the Fay-Wright Division 
will be competing in this 
year’s Class B tournament.

Those six teams are 
Easthampton, McCann 
Tech, Amherst, Taconic, 
Agawam, and Chicopee 
High School.

Agawam defeated 
Taconic, 6-1, in last year’s 
Class B championship 
match.

The top two teams in 
Class A & B will auto-
matically advance into the 
semifinals. 

Prior to playing the 
semifinal round, the 
top-seeded team in Class 
A will be facing the sec-
ond-seeded team in Class 
B. The top-seeded team 

in Class B will also play 
the second-seeded Class A 
team. 

Those games will boost 
the team's state power 
rankings.

The other four teams in 
each of the classes will be 
playing in the quarterfinals 
on February 16.

The higher-seeded 
teams will be hosting the 
quarterfinal matches.

Any of the quarterfinal 
games played at the Olym-
pia Ice Center in West 
Springfield will be held 
during the daytime. The 
game times on rink 1 will 
be 11am and 1:30pm. The 
games on rink 2 will be at 
noontime and 2:30pm.

The losers of the quar-
terfinals will be playing 
non-playoff games against 
each other. 

The Class A semifinals 
are scheduled to be played 
at Olympia on Feb.17. The 
start times for those two 
games will be 11am and 
1:30pm.

The Class B semifinals 
are scheduled for Olympia 
on Feb.18. The start times 
for those two games will 
also be 11am and 1:30pm.

Both Western Mass. fi-
nals will be played on rink 
1 at Olympia on Feb.19. 

The Class B finals will 
be held at 5:30 p.m. fol-
lowed by the Class A final 
at 8 pm.

The tickets prices for 
the semifinals and finals 
are $8. Tickets are avail-
able through GoFan Only.

There is not a different 
price for students or senior 
citizens. Jackson Gagner recovers the puck and heads up the ice.

Nick Deroin receives the puck with the backhand.

Gavin Harrington looks to center the puck.
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413-244-1943
A portion of every rental is donated to Breast Cancer Research

AAffordable ffordable WWasteaste S Solutionsolutions
Your Hometown Provider for 

Rolloff and Front Load Dumpster Service

A specialty shop offering a wonderful variety of fine wines, 
craft beers - domestic & imported, sake, soju, mead, ciders 

and a nice selection of non-alcoholic beers & wines.
6 Burt Lane, Wilbraham (In the rear of the building)

413-279-1252
Open: Mon.-Wed. 11am-8pm

Thurs. - Sat. 11am-10pm • Sun. 11am-7pm

POST
Computer Systems

Repairs • Upgrades
New & Used Equipment • Trade-ins

2785 Boston Road, Wilbraham, MA 01095
413-596-5177 • www.pocosys.com

Expert support beyond the sale for small businesses,  
home offices, family systems, mobile professionals and 

everyone in between is what separates POST from all the rest.

Where Technology Has Met It’s Match

Your Hometown Dry Cleaners
Family owned and operated since 1935

GET TO KNOW OUR
GREAT SERVICE

“We get 
stains out 

like it never 
happened.”

413-736-5476  •  parkcleaners413.com

262 Allen St., Springfield
Mon.-Fri. 8am-6pm, Sat. 8am-3pm

Sun. 9am-2pm

One Monarch Place
Ste. 200, Springfield

Mon. • Wed. • Fri. 

464 Main St., Wilbraham
Mon.-Fri. 8am-4pm, Sat. 9am-1pm

Sun. closed

Ask about 
special pricing 

for first 
responders

15% OFF 
DRY CLEANING 

when you 
pre-pay!

Heavenly InspirationsInspirations
Flowers • Gifts 

Collectibles • Gourmet
Ted Metayer, Jr./Ted Metayer III

Owners/Designers

64 East Street, Ludlow, MA 01056
(413) 547-6164 • (888) 248-1901

theodoremetayer@yahoo.com
www.heavenlyinspirationsflowers.com

WHERE DANCE 
CONNECTS US ... AND 
LIFELONG FRIENDS 
ARE MADE!

658 CENTER STREET
LUDLOW, MA 01056
413-583-2321

♥ ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥

♥♥

WWW.ALEGRIADANCE.COMWWW.ALEGRIADANCE.COM

spotlightHOMETOWN
SMALL BUSINESSSMALL BUSINESS

Ask about special pricing for first responders

413-736-5476  •  parkcleaners413.com • 413-279-3222

Family  Owned 
and Operated 

Since 1935

262 Allen St., Springfield
Mon.-Fri. 7:30 am-6 pm, Sat. 9 am - 3 pm

One Monarch Place
Ste. 200, Springfield

Mon.-Wed.-Fri.

464 Main Street, Wilbraham
Mon. - Fri. 8am – 5pm, Sat. 9am – 1pm

2 CONVENIENT LOCATIONS

“We get 
stains out 

like it never 
happened.”

Winter Dry 
Cleaning

We’ll take special care 
with your coats, sweaters, 
quilts & comforters!

and the local aid for Ludlow 
comparative FY26 was plus 
$370,000.

“The way the state bud-
get process works is the 
governor comes out with 
her proposal at the end of 
Jan., the House will now 
come up with their own 
budget and the Senate will 
come up with a budget, and 
there will be a conference 
committee towards the late 
Spring. That committee 

will come up with the final 
budget that typically does 
not get finalized until May, 
June, July, sometimes af-
terwards. We typically stick 
with the governor’s pro-
posal as the basis for our 
budgeting purposes,” said 
Strange.

Strange stated there were 
other standard adjustments 
to the budget and stated that 
currently the Town’s ex-
cess capacity is $222,000, 
meaning that the Town is 
not taxing its levy capacity 
for the year, commenting 

that it’s great news. Strange 
also mentioned putting to-
gether the level two bud-
get presented to the Select 
Board, one increasing the 
deductibles for the employ-
ee health insurance plans, 
commenting that they were 
originally considering a 
jump from 500 to 1,000 for 
the deductibles and up to 
2,000 for a single and 4,000 
for a family. 

“Considering these 
changes, I think we’re 
back down to considering a 
smaller deductible increase 

to 1,000 for a single per-
son and 2,000 for a family. 
That would save the Town 
about $400,000, and ob-
viously those savings are 
not currently contemplat-
ed within that $220,000 
excess capacity. There are 
also new positions and re-
classifications that were re-
quested that we’re looking 
at and suggesting that most 
of them get approved by 
the board. That would add 
about another $134,000 in 
costs. Lastly, another sug-
gestion considering the sit-

uation that we’re in now 
with the budget is increas-
ing the school budget even 
further up to 3%, which 
would cost the Town anoth-
er $190,000,” said Strange.

Chairperson Manuel 
Silva stated that the board 
is early in the process of 
getting the budget in or-
der, “We look at things way 
early, but is it beneficial or 
not? I think it is because we 
have certain numbers that 
we have to deal with, and 
later when we get closer, 
we might be in dire straits 

where we know what we 
had to do if things came to 
fruition. As we move for-
ward, things change and 
like you said Marc, we 
didn’t have the state num-
bers in yet. We didn’t have 
the actual insurance pre-
miums that we’re going to 
have to pay. People have to 
understand that we are look-
ing at preliminary numbers 
and please sit tight, wait un-
til we get closer. We’re still 
not there,” said Silva.

FY27 BUDGET from Page 1

TROIS-RIVIÈRES, QC 
—  The  Worcester Rail-
ers HC  (21-17-4-1, 47 
pts)  fell in overtime to the 
Trois-Rivières Lions (18-
20-1-3, 40 pts) in front of 
a crowd of 2,793 on Sat-
urday, February 7th, with 
a final score of 2-3 at the 
Colisée Vidéotron. The 
Railers will play Trois-Riv-
ières next in Worcester on 
Friday, February 13th, with 
a 7:05 p.m puck drop. 

The Lions nabbed the 
first goal for the afternoon, 
as Anthony Beauregard (1-
0-1) took advantage of the 
heavy traffic in front of the 
Railers net. Worcester an-
swered Trois-Rivières’ goal 
in the third period with two 
back-to-back goals from 
Anthony Callin (1-0-1) 
to tie the game and Ryan 
Miotto (1-0-1) to take the 
lead (2-1). Egor Goriunov 
(1-0-1) claimed the second 
Lions goal with a slapshot 
to re-tie the game. This 
tally pushed the game into 
overtime. The final goal of 

the afternoon 
came from 
Lions’ cap-
tain Mor-
gan Ad-
ams-Moisan 
(1-0-1) for a 
final score of 
3-2 in favor of 
Trois-Rivières. 

Tr o i s - R iv i è r e s 
secured the initial lead of 
the afternoon at 16:47 in 
the first. While Worcester 
saw a power play turned 
5-on-3 chance in the midst 
of the period, the two-
and-a-half-minute advan-
tage would go unfulfilled. 
Worcester then went on 
the penalty kill and suc-
cessfully barred the Lions 
from capitalizing. As the 
game neared the 17-minute 
mark, Trois-Rivières bested 
the Railers amidst ongoing 
traffic along Parker Gaha-
gen’s crease. While Gaha-
gen remained tied up one 
one side of the net, Antho-
ny Beauregard (9th) played 
an opportune rebound off 

of a Rail-
ers’ skate to 
score. Shots 

on goal were 
11-8 in favor 

of Trois-Riv-
ières. The Rail-
ers went 0-for-2 
on the power 

play, while the Li-
ons went 0-for-1. 

The Lions held on to 
their 1-0 lead from the first 
through the second twen-
ty minutes of action. The 
Railers received the only 
power play of the peri-
od at the 19-minute mark, 
as Trois-Rivières’ Cédric 
Deruisseaux headed to the 
box for slashing. Worcester 
outshot Trois-Rivières 11-
10, while the Lions added 
another infraction to their 
count for a total of three. 

Worcester’s scoreless 
streak ended in the third 
period. Anthony Callin 
(15th) broke the clean slate 
with a breakaway goal at 
4:54. Callin charged the Li-
ons’ net, where Lavallière 

could not stop the momen-
tum and pushed himself 
over the goal line. Just thir-
ty-nine seconds later, Ryan 
Miotto (10th) capitalized 
on an attempted clear of the 
Lions’ net by Charles Mar-
tin. Martin pushed the puck 
with a backhanded pass 
into the awaiting Miotto for 
another Railers goal. The 
Lions tied the match with 
a one-timer from Egor Go-
riunov (2nd) at 16:44. The 
tally pushed the game into 
overtime, the third appear-
ance for the Railers in their 
past four games. Trois-Riv-
ières ended up with the 3-2 
OT win, the final goal a tip 
on the doorstep from cap-
tain Morgan Adams-Mois-
an (8th), the initial shot 
from Darick Louis-Jean. 
Final shots were 39 for 
Trois-Rivières and 25 for 
Worcester. The Railers and 
the Lions each earned one 
penalty in the third, which 
brought final totals up to 
two for Worcester and four 
for Trois-Rivières. 

Railers fall to Lions in overtime Registration underway for QVBL
SOUTH HADLEY – Reg-

istration has opened for the 
Quabbin Valley Baseball 
League, an over-28 recre-
ational league, held its first 
meeting of 2026 to prepare for 
the upcoming season.

For the 2026 season, the 
cost will be $215 and will in-
clude a 16th game added to 
the regular season schedule.

During the 2025 season, 
the league experimented with 
playing on Mother’s Day Sat-
urday as well as a weeknight 
game to allow players an op-
portunity to play under the 
lights. While the night games 
were very successful, the 
Mother’s Day Saturday games 
were rained out.

Those elements will return 
along with a 16th game with 
an opponent to be determine 
as the league’s board explores 
possibilities for interleague 
matchups with another league 
in the region. 

For returning players to 
the league, the deadline is 
Mar. 22 at 12 noon to be reg-
istered for the 2026 season in 
order to be guaranteed a roster 
spot. There will be open prac-

tices for all players but specif-
ically targeted at new players 
scheduled for March 29 and 
April 4 at times and locations 
to be announced. The draft is 
currently scheduled to take 
place on April 4 following 
that practice.

The season is current-
ly slated to start on Sunday, 
April 19 and following the 
success of the six-team fall 
league last year, the league 
will also have a fall league in 
September and October this 
season.

The registration is live at 
www.quabbinvalleybaseball.
org. Players must register and 
then pay the league dues via 
Venmo or contact the league 
leadership if an alternate form 
of payment is needed.

Aside from the weeknight 
and Mother’s Day games, oth-
er games take place Sundays 
at 10 a.m. outside of Mother’s 
Day, Memorial Day and July 
4 weekends. Playoffs will be 
in August.This is the 30th sea-
son for the league and league 
officials are looking to cele-
brate the anniversary with a 
couple of events. 
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$189
lb

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION
USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS
PORK SIRLOIN CUTLETS .......

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

SALE DATES: SALE DATES: 
2/12/26-2/18/262/12/26-2/18/26

USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN WINGS 10 LB BAG ............

USDA INSP. FROZEN COOKED

SNOW CRAB CLUSTERS  ..............

USDA INSP. FROZEN RIGHT NOW

ASST. PASTA MEALS 16 OZ ........... 

PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$999
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN THIGHS 10 LB. BAG ...........

USDA INSP. FRESH BONESSLESS

WHOLE EYE ROUND BEEF ............

ea

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

$219
lb

lb

$299USDA INSP. 
TURKEY BREAST ..................
USDA INSP. 
PROVOLONE CHEESE ..........

 SLICED IN OUR DELI 

$399

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN
ROAST PORK LOIN 
LOIN END OR RIB END ..........

lb

lb
$699

$499

$169

BEEF RIBEYE
STEAKS

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS
PORK BUTT STRIPS ...................

$298
lb

$1299
lb

BEEF
TENDERLON

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

$399
lb

7 LB 7 LB 
BAGBAG

80% LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

CUTCUT
FREEFREE lb

$499
lb

$969
lb

99¢
lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN

GOAT MEAT CUBED .............
USDA INSP. FRESH

BEEF SHANKS ....................

SOUP’S ON!

$444
lb

  

♥♥♥♥

♥♥♥♥

♥♥♥♥♥♥

♥♥

LUDLOW MEMORIAL COMPANY INC.
Celebrating over 60 Years in Business ~ The Trusz Family

❖ Benches ❖ Statues ❖ Monuments ❖ Custom Design Work
❖ Plot Maintenance ❖ Bronze Plaques ❖ Cleaning ❖ Markers ❖ Vases 

❖ On-Site Lettering ❖ Restorations ❖ Cemetery Signage ❖ Granite Signs
201 East St., Ludlow, MA 01056 ❖ www.ludlowmemorialcompany.com

413-589-7564 Office ❖ 413-589-7588 Fax ❖ 413-531-5360

ADVERTISING 

SALES HELP 
WANTED

➤ Do you want to work in your community helping 
local businesses connect with their customers? 

➤ Do you want a career supporting local journalism, 
which tells the unique stories of our communities? 

➤ If so, then join our team! Turley Publications 
is looking for an outgoing, energetic person 
interested in selling advertising for our community 
newspapers. The right candidate will assume an 
established territory with a portfolio of customers.

You must be a self-starter with excellent 
communication and organizational skills. 

Basic computer skills are required. 
Previous print sales experience is preferred 

but we will train the right candidate. 

Turley Publications, a locally owned family 
business, offers a competitive commission 

structure, 401k, and health plan.

Send resume & cover letter to:

Jamie Joslyn
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069
Email:jamie@turley.com

HUBBARD  from Page 5

of your age 67 benefit. The 
reduction is less as you get 
closer to your FRA; if you 
claimed at age 65, you’d 
get about 87% of your full 
retirement age amount.

You can see your life-
time Social Security earn-
ings record at your person-
al “my Social Security” 
online account at www.
ssa.gov/myaccount (you 
will need to first create that 
online account), or you 
can call Social Security at 
1-800-772-1213 to request 
an “Earnings Statement” 
be sent to you. That state-
ment will show your life-
time earnings by year, the 
35 highest of which were 
used to calculate your PIA 
(your Social Security bene-
fit at your FRA). Generally, 
your Social Security FRA 
benefit will be about 40% 
or less of your average in-
dexed monthly earnings.

So, to recap, your SS 
retirement benefit isn’t 
based on your contribu-
tions to the program; it’s 
based on your average 

monthly lifetime earnings. 
If you had less than 35 
years contributing to the 
program, SS would still use 
35 years in the benefit for-
mula by using zero dollars 
in earnings for some num-
ber of years, which would 
result in a smaller AIME. 

Thus, if you claimed 
before your full retirement 
age of 67, your SS benefit 
was reduced because you 
claimed early. And if you 
had less than 35 years of 
SS-covered employment, 
your AIME was less, re-
sulting in a smaller PIA. 
And that is likely why your 
monthly Social Security re-
tirement benefit is low.

One other thought to 
consider: if you are mar-
ried and your spouse’s 
monthly SS benefit is con-
siderably more than yours 
(e.g., more than twice as 
much as yours), you may 
want to explore your op-
tions for spouse benefits.

I hope this explains 
how your SS benefit is 
calculated, but if you still 
question your monthly SS 
retirement amount, I sug-
gest you first obtain your 

“Earnings Statement” to 
review the lifetime earn-
ings SS has on file for you. 
If there are any discrepan-
cies in your Social Securi-
ty’s earnings record, there 
are correction remedies 
available to you. If that is 
the case, please feel free to 
contact us again for more 
information.

The Association Mature 
Citizens Foundation and its 
staff are not affiliated with 
or endorsed by the Social 
Security Administration or 
any other governmental en-
tity. This article is intended 
for information purposes 
and does not represent le-
gal or financial guidance. 
It presents the opinions and 
interpretations of the As-
sociation Mature Citizens 
Foundation’s staff, trained 
and accredited by the Na-
tional Social Security Asso-
ciation  To submit a ques-
tion, visit amacfoundation.
org/programs/social-secu-
rity-advisory or email us 
at ssadvisor@amacfounda-
tion.org. Russell Gloor is a 
Social Security advisor for 
AMAC.  

Read 5 nominated books 
and vote! Celebration with 
ice cream and photos in the 
Register in April! Please 
register.

Valentine Heart Jew-
elry, February 12, 4:30 
pm. For youth ages 9 & up. 
Please register.

Backyard Bird Scaven-
ger Hunt, Friday & Sat-
urday, February 13 & 14. 
For all ages. Drop-in.

Tween Chaos 
Boardgame Club, (bi-
weekly) Fridays, February 
13 & 27, 3:15 - 4:45 pm. 
For ages 10-14. Please reg-
ister.

Valentine Heart Mag-
nets, February 14, 10:30 
to noon. For ages 5 & up. 
Drop-in.

Minecraft Club, Satur-
days, February 14, 21, 28, 
noon to 1:50 pm. For ages 
7-11. We have Minecraft ac-
counts. Please register.

Paper Making, Tues-
day, February 17, 1:30 
- 3:00 pm. For upper ele-
mentary, tweens, and teens. 
Please register.

Nintendo Switch Night, 
(monthly) Tuesday, Febru-
ary 17, 6:00 - 8:00 pm. For 
middle and high schoolers. 
There’s pizza! Please regis-
ter.

Sing With Me, Tues-
days, February 17, 24, 
10:30 to 11:00 am.  For 
0-5s. Drop-in.

Pokemon Club, 
Wednesday, (biweekly) 
February 18, 3:30 - 4:45 
pm. For grades 3-8. Please 
register.

Secret Stone Painting, 
Wednesday, February 18, 
1:30 - 2:30 pm. For upper 
elementary, tweens, and 
teens. Please register.

Bingo, Thursday, Feb-
ruary 19, 3:00 pm. Youth 
ages 5 and up. Please regis-
ter.

Make a Glittery Star 
Bookmark, Friday, Febru-
ary 20, 1:30 - 2:30 pm. For 
youth of all ages. Drop-in.

Frozen Movie Dress Up 
and Karaoke Sing Along, 
Saturday, February 21, 
11:00 - 12:45 pm. For 
youth of all ages and fami-
lies. Drop-in. 

Youth Chess Club, 
Mondays, (biweekly) Feb-
ruary 23, 3:30-4:30 pm.  
Ages 9-17. Please register.

Storytime Series for 
ages 3-5; There’s Magic 
in the Library, Mondays, 
February 23 & March 2 
(not Feb. 16) 10:00 am.  
Space is limited, please reg-
ister.

Anime Club, (biweek-
ly) Tuesday, February 24, 
3:30-5:00 pm. For middle 
and high schoolers. Regis-
tration recommended.

Youth Crochet Club, 
Tuesdays, (biweekly) Feb-
ruary 24, 5:30-6:30 pm. 
For ages 10-17. Please reg-
ister. 

Tween Graphic Nov-
el Book Club, Thursday, 
February 26, 5:00 - 5:45 
pm. For ages 9-13. Please 
register.

“Read Between the 
Lines” High School Book 
Group, Friday, February 
27, 3:00 - 4:00 pm. Please 
register.

Watercolor Day, Sat-
urday, February 28, 10:30 
- 1:30 pm. For youth of all 
ages. Drop-in. 

Daily Drop-In Crafts, 
all ages. DIY crafts avail-
able in the Youth Room dai-
ly. New craft each week.

Young Adult Volunteer 
Program, ongoing. For 6th 
grade through high school. 
Volunteer one hour a week 
in the youth room. Please 
see our website calendar 
for more information and to 
submit an application.

SOCIAL SECURITY 
from Page 4

DATEBOOK
Do you have a local 

event or activity to publi-
cize? Please send the in-
formation as either a Word 
doc or plain (no bold text 
or other formatting) email 
text (no PDFs, please and 
do not use all uppercase 
(i.e. UPPER CASE) by 5 
p.m. Friday. At least two 
weeks prior to the event 
is encouraged. Send your 
community events to 
theregister@turley.com 

 
Wednesday, Feb. 11 

The FRIENDS of Lud-
low Animal Control’s first 
2026 fundraiser, “Share the 
Love” Valentine Fundraiser 
is being held at The Vil-
la Rose Restaurant, 1428 
Center Street, Ludlow, on 
Wednesday, February 11, 
2026 from 12–9pm. The 
Villa Rose will donate 20% 
of all orders (except alco-
hol), for dine in / take out 
to this nonprofit. Proceeds 
go to FRIENDS of Ludlow 
Animal Control’s “Help 
Us, Help Them!”

ONGOING

PLAY CRIBBAGE 
IN INDIAN ORCHARD 
- Cribbage players of all 
ages and ability are wel-
come to enjoy a fun time 
with other local cribbage 
players. Join us (Sept. 
through May) at Club #72, 
“Pegging Fools”,  Tues-
days at  6:30 p.m.  at St. 
Gregory Armenian Church, 
135 Goodwin St., Indian 
Orchard. For more infor-

mation, contact Peter Se-
tian, 413-552-6336.

VOLLEYBALL at E 
Street School began Sept. 
16th at 5:30 p.m. They 
play Tuesday and Thurs-
days.

Call the Ludlow Senior 
Center for more informa-
tion 413-583-3564.

FOOD DRIVE 
BI-MONTHLY On the first 
Saturday of each EVEN 
month (February, April, 
June, August, October, 
December) First Church 
in Ludlow, 859 Center St, 
collects non-perishable 
foods. From 10 a.m. to 
1 p.m., drive through the 
back parking lot. We will 
take your donations out 
of your car & bring them 
to the Community Survival 
Center to be distributed to 
those in need.

FREE CLOTHING. Ev-
ery Tuesday from 9 to 11 
a.m., in the school build-
ing located behind Cross-
way Christian Church, 
2230 Main St., Three Riv-
ers. Clothing from baby 
through adult. Current, 
seasonal clothes in all siz-
es. Bags are provided for 
easy shopping. For more 
information call Donna, 
(413)478-0768.

SENIOR BINGO: 
Hosted by the Indian Or-
chard Citizens Council 
3:30-5 p.m. every Mon-
day. Free to play with great 
prizes. For more informa-

tion, call 413-209-8240.

CHESS CLUB: Open 
to residents of all sur-
rounding communities 
5:30 p.m. every Tuesday 
at the Indian Orchard Citi-
zens Council, 117 Main St. 
For more information, con-
tact the IOCC at 413- 209-
8240 or indianorchardcit-
izenscouncil@gmail.com 
or stop in during operating 
hours. Follow the IOCC on 
Facebook and Instagram.

AQUACISE AT THE 
CLUB: The Ludlow Com-
munity Center/Randall 
Boys & Girls Club, at 91 
Claudias Way, continues 
to offer Aquacise through-
out the week. Aquacise is 
a low-impact, full-body 
workout performed in the 
water to put less stress on 
your joints and muscles 
while building strength. 
Classes are open to all 
members with pool-in-
clusive memberships and 
do not require prior reg-
istration. Classes are held 
8:30-9:15 a.m., Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays and Thurs-
days. For questions, call 
413-583-2072, ext. 124.

SUPPORT FOR FAM-
ILY MEMBERS: The 
Michael J. Dias Support 
Group meets 6-7:15 p.m. 
on the second and fourth 
Tuesday of the month at 
Our Lady of Fatima Par-
ish Center. Education, re-
sources, peer support, and 
hope for parents and fam-
ily members coping with a 

loved one with a substance 
use disorder. Anyone 
needing help is welcome 
to attend. Masks are re-
quired and we will be seat-
ed six feet apart. For more 
information, call Maureen 
at 413-563-6226.

QUABBIN VALLEY 
TWIRLERS If you missed 
the first lessons in the fall, 
now is the time to give 
yourself a gift of dancing 
enjoyment for the com-
ing holiday time. Do you 
want some exercise, men-
tal acuity, and lots of fun 
with great people? Try our 
national folk dance, square 
dancing with the Quab-
bin Valley Twirlers. They 
dance in Belchertown 
and Ludlow with Sunday 
and Wednesday evenings 
available. For more infor-
mation, call Gloria or Fran 
at 413-467-3352. 

BIBLE STUDY: A 
weekly Bible study led 
by Ludlow resident Hank 
Bastos takes place at 7 
p.m. on Wednesdays at 
485 East St., Ludlow. Call 
413-348-6487 for more in-
formation.

SHARE YOUR 
SIGHT: Volunteer to read, 
shop or walk with a blind 
or vision impaired person 
in your community. Call 
the Massachusetts Associ-
ation for the Blind and Vi-
sually Impaired at 1-888-
613-2777 for details.

Obituary 
Policy

The Ludlow Register

Turley Publications 
offers two types 

of obituaries.
One is a free, brief 

Death Notice 
listing the name of 

deceased, date of death 
and funeral date 

and place.
The other is a 

Paid Obituary,
 costing $275, which 

allows families to 
publish extended death 
notice information of 

their own choice (with a 
word limit of up to 500 
words) and may include 

a photograph. 

Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be 
submitted through a 

funeral home to:
obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only 
when the family

provides a death certificate 
and must be pre-paid.

Visit us at
www.

turley
.com

HAMPDEN – Here are 
some upcoming Febru-
ary Teen Programs at the 
Hampden Library.

Saturday, Feb. 14 at 
Noon Teen Silent Book 
Club

Bring your own book, 
audiobook, graphic novel, 
etc., or borrow one of ours! 
We will read quietly for the 
first 45 minutes and then 
talk about our books!

Saturday, Feb. 21 at 
Noon Teen Stitch and Sip

Do you like to crochet, 
knit, or embroider? Bring 
your project to work on 
while you enjoy a tasty 
mocktail! All skill levels 
welcome.

All programs are for 
grades 5-12. To see our 
upcoming programs, visit 
hampden-library.org/events.

HPL lists February Events

PLEASE RECYCLE THIS NEWSPAPER
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FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $225.00
Seasoned cut & split $325.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor 
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products 

(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  $2K Tax Credit.  Call (508)882-
0178

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks, 
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive, 
fire department, masonic, license 
plates, beer cans, barware, books, 
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

ALWAYS BUYING 
ALL ANTIQUES: 

Musical instruments, guitars, horns, 
keyboards, vintage electronics, 
jewelry, coins, watches, military 
cameras, sports memorabilia, art, 
sterling, signs, automotive, hunt-
ing, advertising, radios, ham radio 
equipment, audio equipment, toys, 
one item or entire estate. 

Call Paul 413-206-8688

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN

• Licensed & Insured •
Providing safe, reliable electrical 
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.

NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.

Call today to schedule your appointment.
(413) 366-1703

(Lic. #24046–A)

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN 

I offer good quality electrical work, 
no project too small. Service upgrades, 

pools, trustworthy, dependable & insured.  
Master Elec. #20773A. 

Text/call Luis 413-218-3301.

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical 
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and 
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned compa-
ny. MA License #8101A1. 

Call John at (413)206-6509
Every customer gets a free gem stone.

HEATING &         
AIR COND.

NO HEAT? Taking no heat calls – 
Oil and Gas, AC service also. 

413-222-2904 Bobby.

INSTRUCTION
NRA Certified Basic Pistol Course 

with Live Fire for License to 
Carry permit $140. 
Matt Marcinkiewicz 

muscione@hotmail.com
413-537-0620

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
PRO PAINTING
Low, low prices. All phases interior, exterior 
painting and wallpapering. Also minor car-
pentry. 413-310-5099.

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING & 
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations, 
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen & 
Bath remodeling.  30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505 

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned, 
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  Family owned/
operated since 1950   (413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

HEALTH CARE

FOR RENT
AGAWAM APARTMENT SUBLET. 
1st Floor, 2BR, 1BA, electric heat, laundry, 
off-street parking. $1345/mo includes wa-
ter, trash removal. Available 3/1/26. Good 
credit score 650+, references. Dog 40lbs 
or less $50/mo., cat $25/mo. Elaine 413-
544-4330.

WANTED SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES SERVICES

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Make checks payable to Turley Publications 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

Call Your Local Turley Publications Sales Representative For Information And Rates On Advertising Your Tax Service Here
CALL 413-283-8393 TO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY!

TAX TIMETAX TIME
20262026

CHANTEL BLEAU
ACCOUNTING SERVICES

For Full Accounting & Tax Service
Registered Tax Return Preparer

413-967-8364
228 West St., Ware, MA 01082 Call For An 

Appointment

The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer.
For more information on tax preparers go to irs.gov.

Personal & Small Business Federal & All States

IRS Certified Tax Preparers
Independently owned  and operated. Over 25 years experience.

1622 B North Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069
www.FastTax-MA.com

Free E-File & Direct Deposit

413-348-2279

Call your local Turley Publications
sales representative for information and

rates on advertising your tax service here!

413-283-8393

Personal, Business, Corporate and Partnership Tax Filing

Bookkeeping and Accounting Services
Trusted Experts Since 1995

Specializing in Tax Preparation & Representation
Business & Personal

Visit our Website; www.ajefinancial.com
364 East Street, Ludlow, MA

413-589-1671

588 Center Street
Ludlow, MA 01056

www.ajefinancial.com
(413)589-1671

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
MONDAY AT NOONFRIDAY AT NOON

CHAMELEON 
PAINTING & REMODELING

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Remodeling & 
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

413-351-1147

(413) 687-5552

HOME IMPROVEMENT

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

AUTO

SEEKING PERSONAL 
CARE ATTENDANT. 

$20/per hour with benefits. 
Part-Time/Full Time. No experience 
necessary. Serious inquiries only. 

Call/text 413-813-5282/Warren. 
Must pass Cori.

All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status (number of 
children and or pregnancy), national 
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

Post your 
job openings 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS!

Call 
1-413-283-8393

Find archives of this 
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com
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DIRECTORY
THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST 

OF LATTER DAY SAINTS
584 West St., Ludlow

413-583-8454
S Sunday services 

Sacrament Meeting 10- 11 A.M.
Sunday school for adults, 

Young single adults( 18-30) and teens ( 11-18 )
1st & 3rd Sunday of

 the month  from 11-12 noon
Adult Religious/Marriage and Parenting  

for Women- 2nd & 4th Sunday of the month 
from 11-12 noon

Adult Religious/Marriage and Parenting
 for Men- 2nd and 4th Sunday of the month

from 11-12 noon
Classes for Single Adults(18-30)

 2nd & 4th Sunday 
of the month -11- 12 noon

Classes for Young Men( 11-18)
 2nd & 4th Sunday

 of the month 11-12 noon   
Classes for Young Women ( 11-18)

 2nd & 4th Sunday of the month - 11-12 noon
Children’s classes: Sunday school & singing time 

every Sunday( 3-10 )  11- 12 noon
Nursery providedfor ages 18 month- 3 yr

CHRIST THE KING CHURCH
41 Warsaw Ave., Ludlow

413-583-2630
Pastor Rev. Raymond A. Soltys

Saturday Vigil Masses – 5 p.m. and 6:30 p.m.
Sunday Masses – 7:30 a.m.; 8:45 a.m. (Polish); 

10 a.m. and 11:15 a.m.
Sunday Evening Mass – 5:30 p.m.

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION CHURCH
25 Parker St, Indian Orchard,

413-543-3627 
Very Rev. Piotr Calik

Office Hours: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, 
Thursday, 9 a.m. —1 p.m.

CLOSED FRIDAY
MASS SCHEDULE
Monday 8:00am
Tuesday 8:00am

Wednesday No Mass
Thursday 6:00pm

Friday 6:00pm
Saturday 4:00pm

Sunday 8:30am (English) 10:15am ( Polish)
Confessions: Saturday - 3:15–4 p.m.

ST. ELIZABETH PARISH
191 Hubbard St., Ludlow

413-583-3467
Pastor – Rev. Msgr. Homer P. Gosselin
In Residence – Rev. Norman Bolton

Deacons: Normand Grondin,  Keith Davies  
Office Hours: Monday - Friday 8 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Visit our website at www.stelizabethludlow.org 
Like us on Facebook Check out our Parish App

Wednesday, Feb. 11 – Daily Mass – 7:30 AM (C), 
Adoration – 8 AM (C), Holy Mother Choir – 4:30 (C), 

Scouts – 6 PM (ER), Cub Scouts – 6 PM (FLBH), 
Bible Study – 6:30 PM (JR)

Thursday, Feb. 12 – Daily Mass – 7:30 AM (C)
Friday, Feb. 13 – Daily Mass– 7:30 AM (C)

Saturday, Feb. 14 –Dust & Pray Brigade – 10 AM (C), 
Confessions – 2:30 PM (C), 

Saturday Vigil Mass – 4 PM (C)
Sunday, Feb. 15 – Daily Masses at 7:30 AM, 

9:15 AM, 11 AM and 5 PM (C),Take & Eat – 8 AM 
(FLBH/K), Lifeteen – 6 PM (JR)

Monday, Feb. 16 - Daily Mass – 7:30 AM (C)
Tuesday, Feb. 17 – Daily Mass - 7:30 AM (C),

Middle School Youth Ministry – 3 PM (JR), 
St. Rita Choir – 4 PM (C), 

Pasta Committee Meeting– 6 PM (ZR),
Bereavement Support Group – 6:30 PM (ER)

 FIRST CHURCH IN LUDLOW
   859 Center St. Ludlow

    413-583-3339
Reverend Darcy Borden, Pastor

Office hours Monday & Wednesday 10 am to 2 pm
Available by appointment at other times

Sunday worship at 10 am alternating weekly with 
         Grace Union Church, Wilbraham

Call or check Facebook or the website for the 
schedule of worship and events

Service live-streamed at 10 am on Facebook 
https://www.facebook.com/firstchurchludlow

Website: www.ludlowfirst.com 

ORCHARD COVENANT CHURCH
95 Berkshire Street

Indian Orchard, MA 01151
413-543-4204

Revs. Karen and Nick Munn, pastors
Sunday School for all ages, 9:45 a.m.

Worship in person, 11 a.m.
Or watch our livestream. 

See our website for more information: 
orchardcovenant.org.

OUR LADY OF FATIMA PARISH
438 Winsor St., Ludlow

413-583-2312
Father Pedro DeOlivera

Office hours: Monday - Thursday 9:00  a.m.
to 5:00 p..m.,  closed 1:00 p.m.-2:00 p.m.
Sunday Masses – 9 a.m. (Portuguese); 

11 a.m. (English)
Monday and Wednesday Morning 
Masses – 8:30 a.m. (Portuguese) 

Tuesday and Friday Masses – 5:30 p.m. 
(Portuguese)

Saturday Vigil Mass – 4 p.m. (English)
First Saturday of the Month – 8:30 a.m. 

For more information, visit 
ourladyoffatimaparish.org. 

FAITH COMMUNITY CHAPEL
A Church of the Nazarene
485 East Street, Ludlow

(413) 583-7875
Email: FCCPastorLisa@gmail.com 
Lead Pastor: Rev. Lisa Morrison
Associate Pastor: Gary Coombs

Sunday Morning Discipleship Groups 
meet at 9:45am

Worship service meets at 11am
OTHER MEETINGS

Tuesdays: Zoom Bible Study 7pm
Fridays: After School Club for Children 5pm

AA Group 7pm

STS. PETER AND PAUL UKRAINIAN 
CATHOLIC CHURCH

45 Newbury St.
Ludlow, MA 01056

Phone: 413-583-2140
Pastor: Father Andriy Krip

Liturgy schedule:
Wednesday 9 a.m., Friday 9 a.m.

Rosary for Peace in Ukraine
  on Wednesday at 6 p.m.

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Probate 
and Family Court

50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 

(413)748-7758
Docket No. 

HD26P0252EA
Estate of: 

Cathie T Berman 
Date of Death: 06/29/2022
CITATION ON PETITION 

FOR FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:
A Petition for  Late and Lim-

ited Formal Testacy and/or 
Appointment has been filed by 
Tarra Devine of Ludlow, MA 
requesting that the Court enter a 
formal Decree and Order and for 
such other relief as requested in 
the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that 
Tarra Devine of Ludlow, MA  
be appointed as Personal Repre-
sentative(s) of said estate to serve 
Without Surety on the bond in 
unsupervised administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain 

a copy of the Petition from the 
Petitioner or at the Court. You 
have a right to object to this 
proceeding. To do so, you or 
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection 

at this Court before: 10:00 a.m. 
on the return day of 03/06/2026. 
This is NOT a hearing date, but 
a deadline by which you must 
file a written appearance and 
objection if you object to this 
proceeding. If you fail to file a 
timely written appearance and 
objection followed by an affi-
davit of objections within thir-
ty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without 
further notice to you. 

UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE 
MASSACHUSETTS 

UNIFORM PROBATE
A Personal Representative 

appointed under the MUPC in 
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an 
inventory or annual accounts 
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled 
to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the 
Personal Representative and 
may petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the estate, 
including the distribution of 
assets and expenses of admin-
istration.

WITNESS, Hon. Claudine T. 
Stoudemire, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: February 05, 2026 

Rosemary A Saccomani,
 Register of Probate

02/11/2026

Public Notices
ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3
Public notice deadlines are Friday at 3 p.m.

PUBLIC NOTICES

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

WILBRAHAM - April 
Beston, a resident of Wilbra-
ham, is currently serving as 
district governor for Rotary 
International District 7890, 
which covers Western Mas-
sachusetts and most of Con-
necticut.

Beston, a member of the 
Ludlow Rotary Club for 15 
years, has served as its trea-
surer—which she still does 
today—and its president.

“Around the same time, 
I served as treasurer of the 
district. Kind of stepped up 
through the roles there and 
eventually was approached 
to be district governor and 
decided it was something I 
would love to do and took on 
that role,” Beston said. “The 
role is a progressive role, so 
you learn for about two and 
a half years before becom-
ing district governor, so it’s 
a learning path. So, I’ve been 
on that learning path for about 
three years now and now, fi-
nally, I’m in the midst of my 
district governor here and do-
ing that and loving it. So, it’s 
been quite the journey.”

Beston has enjoyed meet-
ing the Rotarians.

“The people in my dis-
trict are fantastic and they 

do a lot of good in the com-
munities that we serve, but 
I’ve also had the opportunity 
to meet the Rotarians around 
the world. There’s literally 
a million Rotarians all over 
the world, so I’ve had the op-
portunity to meet, probably, 
thousands of people now at 
this point and it’s been fan-
tastic,” Beston said. “It’s re-
ally taught me that no matter 
where you go, people really 
are all the same and Rotari-
ans, in particular, are just peo-
ple who want to help. It’s just 
been fantastic and quite an 
honor.”

Beston got involved in 
Rotary through networking 
oppoartunities through her 
work as a branch manager at 
a local bank, with a friend of 
hers suggesting she check out 
Rotary. 

“I walked in the door and 
found out it was a service or-
ganization and I fell in love 
immediately and I said, ‘This 
is great, I really want to do 
this. I really want to help 
out,’ and it was a great way 
to not only build connections 
throughout a town that I was 
newly working in, but it was 
more importantly a way to 
serve that community in a 
meaningful way,” Beston said.

The most fulfilling part 
has been the opportunity to 
change lives and form friend-

ships.
“The things that you 

wouldn’t get to do if you 
weren’t involved in a global 
organization. The change that 
you get to make when you’re 
working together with over 
a million people and you get 
to contribute to such large 
projects and such meaning-
ful work really does show 
you what we can do togeth-
er when we come together 
and that’s been amazing,” 
Beston said. “My personal 
kind of passion project, Ro-
tary International’s largest 

project, is polio eradication, 
so it just started back in the 
‘80s and went on for about 40 
years now. We’re really close 
to eradicating polio. I have 
friends who have had polio 
and just to see that I’m part 
of an organization that came 
together and really has eradi-
cated a disease. That’s just so 
cool.”

In addition to encourag-
ing new ideas and considering 
new ways for outreach, mar-
keting and bringing in mem-
bers, Beston also emphasized 
enrollment and membership. 

“That’s a huge focus. Just 
like other membership orga-
nizations, enrollment in North 
America is a challenge. The 
way that people volunteer 
has changed in North Amer-
ica. People tend to be sort of 
one-off volunteering, which 
is great. I think it shouldn’t 
be discounted that people of 
all ages are volunteering at 
a higher rate now than they 
have in the past, so it’s tap-
ping into that,” Beston said. 

Another strategy is utiliz-
ing tools for bringing people 
in communities into the fold 
of the “greater Rotary Fami-
ly.”

“Hopefully by doing that, 
we gain some members along 
the way. But even if we’re not 
gaining members, we’re gain-
ing service throughout our 
communities no matter what 
we do,” Beston said. “The 
whole point is to help our 
communities and whether it’d 
be through membership or 
just through outreach, I think 
both are valuable. Ultimate-
ly, we just want to serve our 
communities in whichever 
way is most impactful.”

For anyone who wants to 
join Rotary, Beston had this 
advice.

“They can go to their web-
site at rotarydistrict7890.org 
and we have a ‘Join Us’ but-
ton and we’ll connect them 

with their local club. But, it 
can be as easy as popping 
into a local meeting as well. 
Every single club out there is 
thrilled to have anyone just 
stop by for a local meeting. 
Or call the local president 
and say, ‘Hey, I’m interested 
in doing something,’” Beston 
said. “So, whichever way you 
can connect with a local Ro-
tary Club, they’d be thrilled 
to have you come in. I always 
say as long as you have a 
heart for service, you’re wel-
come to Rotary.”

On upcoming projects, 
Beston noted training Rota-
ry Presidents for next year, a 
Thunderbirds game in April 
to raise money for polio, vis-
iting other Rotary Clubs and 
a conference for the Interac-
tors, the high school   version 
of Rotary Clubs. She encour-
aged aspiring members to vis-
it the district website for other 
projects at local clubs.

Beston said Rotary is here 
to serve.

“I’m very excited and 
honored that I get to serve 
in this role and represent the 
communities of Hampden, 
Wilbraham and Ludlow as 
district governor. I love these 
towns and it’s humbling. It’s 
humbling to be able to serve 
in this role and serve these 
communities,” Beston said.

April Beston serving as Rotary District Governor

Photo courtesy of April Beston

April Beston in a family photo after being installed as Rotary 
District Governor to serve Rotary International District 7890.

A 30-year tradition at risk: Minnechaug’s ultimate party needs the community-now
WILBRAHAM/HAMP-

DEN - For more than 30 
years, Minnechaug parents 
have come together with 
one shared goal: to keep our 
graduates safe on one of the 
most important-and risky-
nights of their young lives.

That tradition is now in 
serious danger.

Since 1992, the  Chaug 
Ultimate Party  has provid-
ed Minnechaug Regional 
High School graduates with 
a fully supervised, all-night, 
alcohol- and drug-free cele-

bration on graduation night. 
The event-planned entirely 
by parents-offers students 
a safe place to be togeth-
er, have fun, and celebrate 
without the pressures of 
drinking, impaired driving, 
vandalism, or other high-
risk activities that too of-
ten accompany graduation 
night.

For decades, this 
event has worked. 
And now, it may end.

Due to  declining com-
munity support, a shrinking 

volunteer base, and criti-
cal budget shortfalls, the 
Ultimate Party is at risk of 
not continuing beyond this 
year’s senior class. If action 
is not taken soon, there will 
be no Ultimate Party for the 
current juniors or under-
classmen-ending a tradition 
that has protected genera-
tions of Minnechaug stu-
dents.

This is not a 
school-sponsored event. 
The Ultimate Party is  pri-
vately funded  and relies 
entirely on  fundraising, do-
nations, and volunteers. Ev-
ery dollar raised helps cover 
transportation, venue costs, 
food, entertainment, and 

supervision to ensure grad-
uates have a safe and mem-
orable night.

The reality is stark: 
Without renewed support 
over the next few years, this 
program will disappear.

And once it’s gone, it 
will be incredibly difficult 
to bring back.

This Is Bigger 
Than One Class

Fundraising for the Ulti-
mate Party is not just about 
the current senior class-it’s 
about sustaining a tradition 
for future graduates. Every 
donation and every volun-
teer hour helps ensure that 
Minnechaug students con-
tinue to have a safe alterna-

tive on graduation night.
How the Community 
Can Help-Right Now
Donate: Cash contribu-

tions, merchandise, or gift 
certificates from individuals 
or local businesses are ur-
gently needed.

Volunteer: Volunteers 
are the backbone of this 
event. Parents, guardians, 
and community members 
are needed to help plan, 
fundraise, and work the 
night of the party.

Spread the Word: Com-
munity awareness is criti-
cal. Please share this mes-
sage.

Photos of recent gradu-
ates enjoying the Ultimate 

Party can be found on Face-
book at  Chaug Ultimate 
Party-a reminder of what 
this community has built to-
gether.

Volunteers and
 Support Needed

Anyone interested in 
learning more, donating, or 
volunteering is encouraged 
to contact committee mem-
ber  Jen Pelletier  at  jpelleti-
er18@gmail.com.

This is a call to action. 
If the Ultimate Party mat-
ters to you-if student safety 
matters to you-now is the 
time to step forward.

Because graduation 
night should end with mem-
ories, not regrets.
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DL&G
TREE

Tree  
Removal  

■ 
Structural 
Pruning

■ 
Crane 

Service
■ 

Storm 
Damage

■ 
Stump 

Grinding
■ 

Lot 
Clearing

Give us a call for your free estimate 
and tree evaluation

DL&G
TREE

INSURED AND CERTIFIED

413-478-4212

DL&G TREEDL&G TREE


