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Celebration for firefighter retiring after 41 years
  Editor’s note: Last week, this 
story ran with Rene Dubois’s 
name misspelled. We apologize 
for the error, and congratulate 
Dubois on his retirement.

By Marcelo Gusmão
Staff Writer

mgusmao@turley.com

LUDLOW – This Friday, 
Rene Dubois will be celebrating 
his retirement from the fire de-
partment at the Polish American 
Citizen’s Club.

Dubois, who started working 
for the fire department in Janu-
ary of 1982, grew up in Ludlow 
and now lives in Monson. His 
family has had a long history 
with the department in town,

“My grandfather was the 
Fire Chief, my father was the 
Fire Chief, then I became a fire-
fighter,” Dubois said, adding 
that his son, Ethan Dubois, has 
joined the department as well.

Dubois estimated that he 
will be retiring after 41 years 
and 10 months. He has spent 
his career active on the front 
lines of emergency services, 
choosing not to pursue manage-
rial positions like his father and 
grandfather did before him.

“I like driving the firetruck 
and being involved in putting 
the fire out, instead of being in 
control of making sure every-
thing goes properly,” Dubois 
said. “I don’t like politics and 
all that stuff, so I decided to 
stay with what I’m good at.”

Chief Ryan Pease thanked 
Dubois for his years of dedicat-
ed service to the Fire Depart-
ment and the town.

“He will leave an everlast-
ing legacy behind him, and his 
positive influence will live on at 
the LFD,” Pease said. “He will 
be missed by the Department 
and we wish him many years 
of happiness and good health 
during his retirement.”

Dubois said that the depart-
ment has changed a lot over the 
nearly 42 years that he’s worked 
there, noting that it was “tough 
for an older guy, but I caught 
on pretty quick to most of that 
stuff.”

The department’s technolo-
gy has come a long way since 
Dubois started. Back then, he 
said the trucks had no air con-
ditioning, there were still trucks 
with no roofs being used in all 
kinds of weather and firefight-
ers would have to gear up for 

snow and rain in the event of an 
emergency.

“The older trucks are all 
standard transmission, so you 
had to know how to drive a 
standard,” Dubois said. “Now 
they’re all automatic.”

Dubois said that modern 
fire trucks, instead of just using 
water, are now equipped with 
CAFS systems, which mix air, 
foam and water together in the 
hose to put out fires quicker and 
with less water.

“The foam sticks to every-
thing, and it smothers the fire,” 
Dubois said. “They’re really 
fast; it’s very impressive how 
that works.”

Another improvement the 
department has made is that all 
the valves on the fire trucks are 
color-coordinated for easy rec-
ognition.

“Before, there were no col-
ors, so you had to know where 
it was,” Dubois said. “In pitch 
black, in the snow and rain, you 
had to know where the valves 
were. Now it’s hands-on, but 
they’re color-coordinated, so 
the front line’s yellow, etc.”

Dubois has always enjoyed Submitted photo

“Rene will leave an everlasting legacy behind him. His positive 
influence will live on at the LFD,” said Chief Ryan Pease.

Selectmen appoint 
new police sergeant

By Marcelo Gusmão
Staff Writer

mgusmao@turley.com

LUDLOW – At last week’s 
Board of Selectmen meeting, 
Police Chief Dan Valadas rec-
ommended two candidates for 
the new position of sergeant, 
which was awarded to Jhon 
Wielblad.

Wielblad was born and 
raised in town, where he cur-
rently resides. He started his 
career at the police department 
as an intern in 2013 and has 
worked in records, dispatch and 
special police. 

“At the police academy, the 
cadre recognized me and put me 
in a leadership role as a squad 
leader,” Wielblad said. “I try to 
excel at everything I do.”

“Jhon’s reputation with us 
started a long time ago as a 
young student,” Valadas said. 
“Right away, all the staff felt 
that he was such a good-natured 
young man, and he just got 
along with everybody. He’s very 
easy-going.”

While working for the Sher-
iff’s Department, Wielblad de-
veloped a passion for commu-
nity relations, which led to him 
becoming involved in DARE, 
as well as the CARES Coalition 
and the Boys & Girls Club. He 
also spoke of getting a master’s 
degree and his Emergency Med-
ical Technician certification at 
the same time.

“Both schoolings are not 
easy by any means,” Wielblad 
said. “With the support of my 
family and good time manage-
ment, I was able to accomplish 
all of that.”

In his interview, Wielblad 
described himself as passion-
ate about the town he grew up 
in and that he became a police 
officer to give back to the com-
munity. He spoke about how the 
new role would give him an op-
portunity to have a larger impact 
on the functions of the depart-
ment.

“My biggest enjoyment out 
of working is our relationships 
with the community, so I think 
I can make that grow,” Wielblad 
said.

“He’s always been a person 
you could put in front of peo-
ple,” Valadas said. “He’s not 
challenged at all by speaking 
to someone, being in front of 

CARES Coalition distributes
Valentine’s Day bags to Senior Center

By Marcelo Gusmão
Staff Writer

mgusmao@turley.com

LUDLOW – This month, 
the CARES Coalition will be 
distributing gift bags to the se-
nior center for Valentine’s Day, 
as part of its overall mission to 
bring the community together.

The CARES Coalition is 
made up of volunteers dedi-
cated to providing educational 

support and improving mental 
health for members of the com-
munity. It’s made up of volun-
teers from various local orga-
nizations, including the library, 
the fire and police departments, 
the school administration, stu-
dents at the middle and high 
school, the 250th Committee 
and Our Lady of Fatima Parish.

“We continue to see more 
and more members of the com-
munity and other organizations 

participate,” said spokesperson 
Peter Leonczyk.

The Valentine’s Day gift 
bags were designed to lift the 
spirits of local seniors during 
the COVID-19 lockdowns to 
help to improve their mental 
health during a dark and lonely 
time.

“The whole idea is to try to 

Submitted photos

Members of the CARES Coalition distribute gift bags at the Senior Center. 

My biggest enjoy-
ment out of working is 
our relationships with 
the community, so I 
think I can make that 
grow.

“

”Jhon Wielblad.
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ALMOST MAINE IS PRODUCED THROUGH SPECIAL ARRANGEMENTS AND 
ALL MATERIALS ARE AUTHORIZED WITH BROADWAY LICENSING, BROADWAYLICENSING.COM.

EXIT 7 THEATEREXIT 7 THEATER
37 Chestnut St., Ludlow37 Chestnut St., Ludlow

413-583-4301413-583-4301
Exit7Players.orgExit7Players.org

Directed byDirected by Eleanor Tynan Eleanor Tynan
Stage Managed byStage Managed by Caroline Trudell Caroline Trudell

Produced by Produced by 
Krystle Bernier, Adam Malmborg, Krystle Bernier, Adam Malmborg, 

Kathy MalmborgKathy Malmborg

February 9, 10, 16, 17, 23, 24 at 8pmFebruary 9, 10, 16, 17, 23, 24 at 8pm
February 11, 18, 25 at 2pmFebruary 11, 18, 25 at 2pm

The Exit 7 Players The Exit 7 Players 
PresentsPresents

Providing estate planning and probate administration, including:

Administration and
probate of estates

Health care proxies and
powers of attorney

Guardianships
and conservatorships

www.legacycounsellors.com

Wills, family trusts,
and life estate deeds
Life insurance trusts 

and special needs trusts
Planning for

retirement benefits

358 Sewall Street, Ludlow, MA  |  413-527-0517

Exit 7 celebrates 40 years of community theatre
By Marcelo Gusmão

Staff Writer
mgusmao@turley.com

LUDLOW – This year, Exit 7 is cel-
ebrating its 40th anniversary of bringing 
community theatre to town.

Exit 7 opened this season in the fall 
with “Footloose”, and then followed up 
with “White Christmas”. For their win-
ter production, they’re showing “Almost 
Maine”, and then in the spring they will 
put on the musical, “The Prom”, fol-
lowed by “The Last Five Years”, and 
then the youth show in the summer, 
“James and the Giant Peach”.

“We finished our very first 48-hour 
play festival, and we had open mic 
nights and a Latin dance class this past 
fall,” said Adam Malborg, president 
of the board at Exit 7. “We also have a 
summer theatre program for kids, so we 
do a lot.”

Malborg has been on the board for 
the past five years and has been with the 
production since 2016. 

Malborg said that he discovered Exit 
7 through friends when he was with an-
other theatre group in East Longmeadow.

“I went to a production of ‘Young 
Frankenstein’ and fell in love,” Malborg 
said. “I decided why not, let’s go for it. 
I love every aspect of it. I love the sense 
of community; I love what the directors 
we hire put up. There are times I can just 
sit in the seats and think, ‘This place is 
awesome.’ Looking at the stage with the 
ghost light on is a magical experience. 
It’s just a great atmosphere.”

Exit 7 has held many productions 
since it first opened in 1984 as the 
Chestnut Street Players.

“They originally changed it to Exit 7 
because of the Mass Pike,” Malborg said. 
“Now, even though we’re no longer Exit 

7, we decided we still love the name.”
Malborg shared that Exit 7 recently 

acquired a lease from the Housing Au-
thority that grants them 25 years in the 
same building. Malborg said that the the-
atre is hoping to raise money this year 
for several improvements, including get-
ting brand new seats, repainting the the-
atre and getting new carpeting.

“We’re doing a lot of refurbish-
ments,” Malborg said. “We were able 
to acquire the basement, which opens 
up new storage space, prop room, a gi-
ant cafeteria and kitchen, more rehearsal 

space for dance practice and other activi-
ties like get togethers. There are so many 
ideas and discussions regarding having 
craft fairs down there, parties, murder 
mysteries and game night. We’re trying 
to meet all aspects.”

The theatre does a lot of fundraising 
through raffles, including raffling off 
television sets, paintings and gift certif-
icates. Besides going to upkeep of the 
theatre, Malborg said that the directors 
of each production choose a charity to 
donate the money they make from ticket 
sales to.

“Every director has an important 
cause for them to donate,” Malborg said. 
“‘Almost Maine’ is donating to the Alz-
heimer’s Foundation, ‘The Prom’ went 
to the Trevor Foundation, etc. When we 
did ‘The Wedding Singer’ a couple years 
ago, they donated to a food pantry. We 
do things like that because we want to 
give back to the community.”

“Because this year is our 40th anni-
versary, we’re looking into having a gi-
ant 40th anniversary gala. We’re trying 
to put together an adult prom in a differ-
ent venue from the theatre, where adults 
can come in wearing tuxes and dresses 
for a great night of dancing and possibly 
dinner.”

Beyond just holding their regular 
productions, Exit 7 also periodically of-
fers workshops and classes.

“Last year, we had a Broadway actor 
from Newsies come in and do a dance 
class,” Malborg said. “We had another 
Broadway actor from Book of Mormon 
who used to be Exit 7 alumni. There are 
several alumni currently on Broadway 
year-round.”

Malborg said that people who would 
like to use the theatre space for private 
activities would have to approach the 
board with a proposal that they can dis-
cuss, and the board would then vote for 
or against the use, provided it followed 
the theatre’s bylaws and procedures.

“We recently just refurbished the 
basement, so we’re always looking for 
new ideas and ways to use that space,” 
Malborg said. “Anyone interested would 
just need to come to one of our board 
meetings, and we can go for there. We’d 
be happy to speak with them.”

The Exit 7 players will be performing 
“Almost Maine” on Feb. 9-10, 16-17, and 
23-24 at 8 p.m., and on Feb. 11, 18, and 
25 at 2 p.m.

Turley photo by Marcelo Gusmão

Exit 7 has renewed its lease on Chestnut Street for 25 years.

LUDLOW -- On Friday, Jan. 26, 
there was a fundraiser held at the East 
Street and Harris Brook Schools. The 
goal was to raise money to help cover 
the cost of the fireworks for Ludlow’s 
First Night on Feb. 24.

It was a one-day fundraiser and to-
gether, these two elementary schools 
raised $827.

They had decorated the donation 
cans and competed for a prize within 
their school. The classroom in each 
school who raised the most money 
wins a prize.

Classroom 111 at East Street 
School, and Classroom 121 at Harris 
Brook were the winners.

“Hats off to Big Y and Randall’s 
Farm for saving the containers used 
for the donations, and Luso for the use 
of their coin counting machine,” said 
Roz Sousa. “The children did an awe-
some job.”

Middle Schools raise over
$800 for First Night

Submitted photo

Middle school classes decorated their 
donation cans to compete for a prize 
within their school.

LUDLOW – The High School Drama 
Club is excited to present “Clue” onstage 
this weekend, from Feb. 2-4.

Students will perform “Clue” on Fri-
day and Saturday, Feb. 2-3, at 7 p.m., and 
on Sunday, Feb. 4, at 2 p.m.

In addition to performing Clue, the 
High School is also offering a “dinner 
and a show” option for $45, to be served 
on Saturday, Feb. 3, at 5 p.m.

“Mr. Boddy invites you to the din-
ner…of your life,” reads the invitation for 
the dinner.

The meal with start with a serving of 
Professor Plum’s plum tomato bruschetta, 
along with Mr. Green’s mixed green sal-
ad with a choice of Yvette’s vinaigrette or 
Mrs. White’s creamy dressing. The main 

dish will be Mrs. Peacock’s poultry, a.k.a. 
roast chicken, Colonel Mustard’s mustard 
roasted potatoes, and Mr. Green’s garlic 
green beans, with Miss Scarlett’s red vel-
vet delight Death by Chocolate for des-
sert.

This performance was made possible 
thanks to Caitlyn Day, the Club President 
who restarted the Drama Club last year, 
the club’s Advisor Adelei Benard, and 
Emily Conroy, who joined this year to 
help the club organize.

For more information, send an email 
to a_bernard@ludlowps.org. Doors open 
at 6:30 p.m. for the 7 p.m. show on Fri-
day and Saturday, and at 1:30 p.m. for the 
2 p.m. matinee on Sunday. General ad-
mission is $15, with VIP seating for $20.

Ludlow High School presents 
“Clue” this weekend
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PET OF THE WEEK
SHEAMUS

Sheamus is an eight-year-old golden retriever who lives in Ludlow with 
Tammy Hudyka.

e-Cyclist now offering rentals
for electric bikes

By Marcelo Gusmão
Staff Writer

mgusmao@turley.com

LUDLOW – If you’ve ever had 
an interest in purchasing an electric 
bike, a new rental shop has opened 
in town to help you make an in-
formed purchase.

e-Cyclist opened on East Street 
in late December. Tammy Darling, 
one of the owners, said this is their 
only location so far.

“We are an electric bike show-
room where people can come down 
and take a free test ride on the 
bikes, so people can try it before 
they buy it,” Darling said.

The store currently offers eight 
different models of electric bikes 
for people to try. Darling said that 
people often buy electric bikes on-
line without knowing what they’ll 
get until they receive it, which can 
leave customers dissatisfied with 
their purchase.

“Electric bikes are not for every-
one,” Darling said. “Not every style 
is for everyone, so we’re trying to 
give people an opportunity to try 
them out.”

Darling said that e-Cyclist is 
partnered with Electric Bike Com-
pany, which is based out of Califor-
nia and builds all their bikes within 
the United States. The bikes e-Cy-
clist offers are described as com-

pletely customizable,
“You come in and test ride,” 

Darling said. “If you’re interested in 
purchasing, we go through the de-
sign process for color, components 
you want, style of frame and if you 
want to add accessories. It’s ordered 
directly from the manufacturer and 
ships to our customers fully built.”

Darling said there were two rea-
sons why she was inspired to open 
a store for people to try electric bi-
cycles.

“My business partner is very 
much into electric vehicles – bikes, 
longboards, cars – so he had want-
ed to get into working with them,” 
Darling said.

Darling was also inspired by her 
son’s hesitancy to drive a car, which 
made her realize that there was a 
demand for electric vehicles.

“There’s a gap with people who 
are either afraid to or can’t drive,” 
Darling observed. “I feel is a solu-
tion for that gap; they can still get 
around and have the freedom they 
need without having to drive.”

Through her research and be-
coming more involved with the 
community of electric vehicle driv-
ers, Darling realized that there were 
still more reasons to invest in elec-
tric cycling.

“For people who never thought 
they’d get on a bike again, this 
gives them an opportunity to ride 

again,” Darling said, adding that the 
vehicles can overcome challenges 
that come with physical ailment and 
age.

“People who are afraid to ride 
a bike because they have to go up 
hills or can’t go on long rides, this 
gives them the opportunity to ride 
again and get some exercise,” Dar-
ling said.

Darling also mentioned the en-
vironmental benefits of having an 
electric bike.

“Your carbon footprint is a little 
less because you don’t need to take 
car everywhere you’re going,” she 
said. “For a short trip to the store, 
you can utilize your electric bike. It 
serves same purpose but with way 
less of a carbon footprint.”

Prices for the electric bikes are 
set by the manufacturer, with a five-
year warranty on the battery, and 
a 10-year warranty on the motor 
and frame. Darling said that e-Cy-
clist does not add any service fees 
thanks to their partnership with the 
manufacturer.

“We do give discount of $100 off 
bikes, plus any deals that the man-
ufacturer offers,” Darling said. “We 
keep track of their deals to maxi-
mize people’s savings.”

e-Cyclist is located at 71 East 
St., across from the Walgreens Pla-
za, and can be reached by phone at 
413-544-1908.

631 CENTER ST., Route 21, Mass Tpke Exit 54 
LUDLOW • 589-7071 • www.randallsfarm.net

WINTER HOURS
OPEN MONDAY - FRIDAY 7AM – 8PM

OPEN SATURDAY & SUNDAY 7AM -7PM
 Find us on  Facebook  and YouTube

ALWAYS FRESH AT 

THE BEST FRESH FOR 
SUPER FEBRUARY!

In Honor Of Ice Cream
for Breakfast Day Feb. 3
ELSIE’S CREAMERY ICE CREAM 

Full Half Gallons 
$2.00 OFF Reg. Price

Jan. 31 – Feb. 6
THE BEST HOMEMADE ICE CREAM

In All Your Favorite Flavors!

 Super Food For 
 The Big Game!

Chef Mike’s Gumbo And Championship Chili
BBQ Baby Back Ribs, BBQ Pulled Pork,

“Kandied” Kielbasa, Loaded Potato Skins,
Buffalo Chicken Dip, “Pull Apart” Sliders,

Party Wings And Boneless Wings
Available Big Game Weekend February 10 & 11

Fat Tuesday Feb. 13Fat Tuesday Feb. 13
Mardi Gras MenuMardi Gras Menu  FeaturingFeaturing

Chef Mike’s Chef Mike’s GUMBOGUMBO

Randall’s Hand Dipped 
Chocolate Covered 

Strawberries

Romantic Dinners to Take Out
READY TO HEAT AND SERVE

Available Wednesday, Feb. 14
Filet Mignon ~ Wrapped with 
Applewood Smoked Bacon 

& Served with a Cabernet Wine Sauce
Crab Stuffed Lobster Tails ~ 
with Drawn Butter & Lemon

Complete with 
Choice of Appetizer & Dessert

Dinners Include 
Roasted Baby Potatoes, 

Baby Vegetables & a Mini Ciabatta

Love At First Bite

  Valentine Bouquets
   & Arrangements

Floral Deliveries Call 589-7071

So Good Together...
Roses, Dinner, Chocolates & Wine

Beautiful 
Long Stem Roses

BY THE DOZEN OR BY THE STEM
Specially Wrapped & Bowed With 
Baby’s Breath & Greens!

Ludlow Self Storage
50% OFF 
Your 1st Month’s Rent
With This Coupon
(For New Customers Only) 

ludlowselfstorage.com
291 Moody St., Ludlow, MA

413-800-6022

LOWEST 
PRICES IN 
THE AREA!

(413) 610-1122 • Fax: (413) 610-1126
77 Winsor St., Suite 202, Ludlow

pmarta@martalawoffices.com

Real Estate Transactions
• Refinances
• Equities
• Purchase
• Sales
• Short Sales

Acacio serrazina
Bricklayer/Mason

Masonry by Acacio
Chimneys, Walls and

Other Masonry Specialties

Cell: (413) 433-3238
Home: (413) 543-6773

Wilbraham 
Women’s Club
to meet Feb. 8

WILBRAHAM – The Febru-
ary 2024 meeting of the Wilbra-
ham Women’s Club will be held 
on Thursday, Feb. 8 at Noon at the 
St. Cecilia Parish Center on Main 
Street. The luncheon will be a 
Quiche Party, which will include 
Salad, Rolls, and Dessert. Reserva-
tions are required. Please call: Mi-
chelle Axtmann at 596-3325.  The 
cost is $12.

The speaker for the day will be 
David Bourcier, retired fire chief, 
a local historian from Wilbraham, 
who has a deep passion for the his-
tory of his town. With a keen eye 
for detail and a love of storytelling, 
Bourcier has become known for his 
engaging and informative short sto-
ries about the people and events that 
have shaped Wilbraham over the 
years.

Madhukar R Medipally, DMD
534 Center Street

Ludlow, MA 01056
(413) 583-2070 T  (413) 583-6027 F

FAMILY DENTAL
PRACTICE
Accepting New Patients

Including Commonwealth Care Alliance
Mass Health (Under 21)

 And Nearly All Dental Insurance Plans.
info@drmedipally.com

Support the local 
businesses that support
your local newspaper.

Let them know you 
saw their ad in the

The Register
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Cutting seven teachers at High School under consideration

First Night
Saturday, February 24, 2024

(SNOW DATE: FEBRUARY 25, 2024) 
Ludlow High School, 500 Chapin St.

The Kick-Off Celebration of Ludlow’s 250th Year!
Beginning at 11 a.m. A full day of fun & festivities.
• Historical Presentations • Great Food & Beverages

• Ice & Wood Carving Demonstrations • Free Train Rides
• Lots of Craft Vendors! • Kids Craft Corner • Fireworks!

And so much more! Something for all ages!

Follow us on Facebook ludlowma250

Visit us at Ludlowma250.org

Incorporation Day
Wednesday, February 28, 2024 • 6pm

Ludlow High School, 500 Chapin St.
Celebrating the 250th Anniversary

of the town’s incorporation. Reading of the proclamation
and patriotic music by the Ludlow High School Choir.

    Our First
Big Event of 2024!

By Jim Russell
Correspondent

LUDLOW – The local school dis-
trict is considering cutting seven teach-
ing positions at Ludlow High School 
for the fiscal year that begins on July 
1, Superintendent Frank Tiano told the 
School Committee at last week’s meet-
ing. 

He said two more staff positions are 
also under consideration for elimina-
tion – for combined savings of nearly 
$600,000; and, in the current academ-
ic year, “we reduced three elementary 
[school] teachers without impacting 
class size,” Tiano said at the Jan. 23 
meeting.

Even with seven less teaching at the 
high school during the next school year, 

he said class size would remain at about 
21 students per class.

“72% of our budget is people. If 
you can make reductions and still have 
your class size at 20 to 21, that’s some-
thing for us to consider,” Tiano said at 
the meeting. “We’re talking about our 
staff’s lives; I’m fully cognizant of 
that,” he said.

Comparing 2021 with 2024, accord-
ing to data he provided the committee, 
showed 119 staff at the high school in 
both those years; in contrast, Paul R. 
Baird Middle School declined from 103 
in 2021 to 80 staff this school year.

Tiano said declining enrollment is a 
factor, with nearly 100 less students at-
tending high school in town, compared 
to four years ago.

In 2014 there were 2,802 enrolled in 

the pre-K through grade 12 in the dis-
trict in Ludlow, according to Depart-
ment of Elementary and Secondary Ed-
ucation’s data. The current enrollment 
is 2,258; about 80% of the total com-
pared to a decade ago.

Preliminary budget data Tiano 
shared with the School Committee 
showed the estimated fiscal 2025 bud-
get of $41 million, a 3.2% increase 
from current amount.

He said the district will convene 
a budget hearing next month, when 
the public can ask questions and make 
suggestions to the draft spending plan. 
Town meeting will decide the school 
and municipal budgets later this year, 
prior to July 1.

“Nothing is final” on the budget at 
this point, Tiano said.

Besides angst of more teachers po-
tentially losing their jobs, the specter 
of two federal civil rights lawsuits filed 
against the School Committee, former 
administrators and the town was evident 
during last week’s meeting. The com-
plaints accuse the former academic ad-
ministrators of abusing their authority – 
in asserting Ludlow school district has 
legal right and duty to withhold infor-
mation about a student’s sexual identity 
from the parents of their own children.

For the fourth time in recent months, 
a majority of School Committee mem-
bers rejected a proposed “Parental No-
tification” policy brought forward by 
board member Joao Dias.

A draft of the proposal said the pur-
pose is to support “the fundamental 
rights of parent(s)/guardian(s) to direct 
the care and upbringing of their chil-
dren, including the right to be informed 
of and involved in all aspects of their 
child’s education to promote the best 
outcomes.”

Ronald G. Saloio joined Dias in fa-
vor of bringing the matter to the table 
for discussion again on Jan. 23.

Voting against consideration of the 
parental notification policy proposal 
was Chairman Jeffery A. Laing, vice 
chair Sarah F. Bowler and the board’s 
secretary, Jeffrey Stratton.

This policy proposal states in part, 
“This parental notification policy re-
quires the following: 1. Principal/des-
ignee, certificated staff, and school 
counselors, shall notify the parent(s)/
guardian(s), in writing, within three 
days from the date any District employ-
ee, administrator, or certificated staff, 
becomes aware that a student is: (a) Re-
questing to be identified or treated, as a 
gender other than the student’s biologi-
cal sex or gender listed on the student’s 
birth certificate or any other official re-
cords. This includes any request by the 
student to use a name that differs from 
their legal name (other than a common-
ly recognized diminutive of the child’s 
legal name) or to use pronouns that do 
not align with the student’s biological 
sex or gender listed on the student’s 
birth certificate or other official re-

cords.”
The proposal says parents must be 

told whenever any student is “Access-
ing sex-segregated school programs 
and activities, including athletic teams 
and competitions, or using bathroom 
or changing facilities that do not align 
with the student’s biological sex or gen-
der listed on the birth certificate or oth-
er official records.”

During discussion on policy agenda 
items, Dias said he disagrees with “not 
allowing the parents to have any of their 
policies adopted.” He then moved to re-
fer the parental notification proposal to 
the subcommittee for vetting purposes 
and a recommendation.

“Do you have a second other than 
Mr. Saoio, or are we going to continue 
to do this every meeting?” Laing said, 
adding that this was rejected three pre-
vious times.

 “The policy that you’re talking 
about is actually part of a court case at 
this very moment. So why would we 
vote on any such policy when a judge is 
going to decide that very shortly. What-
ever that decision is, it will either force 
us to say we need it, or force us to say 
nothing was wrong and we don’t need 
it,” Laing said.

“We’ve had parents ask for the pol-
icy,” Dias responded. The committee 
should “discuss it with the public.”

During discussion on “school 
choice” students opting to enroll in 
Ludlow, Bowler said it would be pref-
erable if the district was not facing lit-
igation.

“Not having potential lawsuits over 
your head – have to have a desirable 
school department – and right now, we 
have a lot going against our school de-
partment that makes it not shine like it 
used to shine,” Bowler said.

“We’re still really good,” Tiano re-
sponded.

“We’re still really good,” she agreed, 
adding: “I’m not saying we’re not, but 
it’s when you have, year after year. . 
.budget cuts and losing teachers and 
staff, year after year. It puts some dark-
ness that used to not be there.”

“I don’t disagree,” Tiano said.
Bonnie Manchester, who was a mid-

dle school teacher more than 20 years 
in Ludlow was fired in 2021 for telling 
the father of an 11-year old girl that his 
child had chosen to identify as male. 
Manchester filed a $10 million lawsuit 
against the district alleging wrongful 
termination, noting there is no written 
policy formulated by the school sys-
tem indicating her action breached any 
district rules; and, that the child wanted 
her to disclose this to her parents.

The parents of this child filed a law-
suit alleging the district abused their 
discretion by trying to hide from them 
their child’s sexual orientation infor-
mation. In this case, state attorney gen-
eral’s representing about 70% of the 
states in the United States filed amicus 
briefs with the court.

Big Art Show of Small Works
A Scantic River Artisans 
exhibit Feb. 10, 11 at 
Hampden Senior Center

HAMPDEN – Join the Scantic River 
Artisans for a celebration of creativity 
with paintings, jewelry, pottery, metal-
work and a local author book signing. 
Uncover unique treasures and purchase 
the craftsmanship of talented artisans.

The two-day event will occur Feb. 10 
from noon to 5 p.m. and Feb. 11 from 11 
a.m. to 3 p.m. The reception will be held 
on Feb. 11 from noon to 2 p.m. 

All will occur in the Community 
Room at the Hampden Senior Center, lo-
cated at 104 Allen St. in Hampden.

Visit the Scantic River Artisans at: 
www.scanticriverartisans.com. For addi-
tional information about the Artisans and 
exhibiting opportunities, please email:in-
fo@scanticriverartisans.com.

www.turley.com

CHECK OUT ALL THE

TurleyPublications
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Welcome to the Ludlow Senior Center 

 

LUDLOW— The calendar is 
packed with many fitness programs, 
entertainment, education sessions, 
and more. Reserve a lunch in the 
Center’s beautiful dining room com-
plete with coffee, tea, and dessert by 
calling a day in advance at 413-583-
3564 (call Friday for lunch on Mon-
day). 

For full program and activity de-
scriptions and general information 
about what a senior center is and does 
go to: Ludlow.ma.us. Seniors can also 
“like” the Ludlow Senior Center on 
Facebook. A paper copy of the Senior 
Scene newsletter is available at the 
Center.

Activities Calendar:
Please register in advance for 

items with*

Thursday, Feb. 1
8:30 a.m. Foot Care*
9 a.m. Tai Chi
9:30 a.m. Dominos
10:30 a.m. Helping Hands Agency 

visit
1 p.m. Mahjong
2:30 p.m. Active Yoga

Friday, Feb.  2
8:00 a.m. Wear Red Day
8:45 a.m. Boomer Bootcamp*
9 a.m. Reiki*
10 a.m. Boomer Bootcamp*
10 a.m. Blood Pressure Checks
10:30 a.m. Trivia
1 p.m. Ceramics
1 p.m. Health Bones & Balance 

Class*
1 p.m. Magic Class

Monday, Feb.  5
9 a.m. Knitting
9:30 a.m. Boomer Bootcamp*
1 p.m. Better Together 
1 p.m. Scrabble
1:15 p.m. Pitch
2:30 p.m. Zumba Gold

Tuesday, Feb. 6
 9 a.m. Quilting
 9 a.m. Line Dancing 
10 a.m. Cribbage 
10:30 a.m. Gentle Yoga
12:30 p.m. Blood Pressure Checks  
1 p.m. Western Dance Lessons
1:30 p.m. Bingo 
4:45 p.m. Movie: Enter the Drag-

on
5:30 p.m. Power Pump Class

5:30 p.m. Volleyball at East Street 
School

Wednesday, Feb. 7
9 a.m. Ceramics 
9 a.m. Zumba Gold
10 a.m. Opera 
10 a.m. Tea with the Town Ad-

ministrator
10:30 a.m. Healthy Bones & Bal-

ance Class*
12 p.m. Lunch & Learn*
12:45 p.m. Movie: Enter the 

Dragon
1 p.m. Healthy Bones & Balance 

Class*

Thursday, Feb. 8
8:30 a.m. Foot Care*
9 a.m. Tai Chi
9:30 a.m. Dominos
10:30 a.m. Friends Meeting
1 p.m. Mahjong
1:30 p.m. Year of the Dragon per-

formance
2 p.m. Writers Block*
2:30 p.m. Active Yoga

*PLEASE register for Boomer 
Boot Camp, Healthy Bones & Bal-
ance, Foot Care and other programs 
as noted by calling 583-3564

Daily Events:
1. Café: Monday – Friday 8-11 

a.m.
2. Exercise Room: Monday - Fri-

day 8 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. Open until 
6:30 p.m. on Tuesday 

3. Walking Club: Monday – Fri-
day 7 a.m. and 8 a.m., leaving from 
the parking lot.

Menu:
Thursday, Feb. 1: Chicken Patty 

Sandwich
Friday, Feb. 2: Beef Stew/Biscuit
Monday, Feb. 5: Kielbasa/Lazy 

Pierogi
Tuesday, Feb. 6: Reuben Casse-

role/Roasted Pot
Wednesday, Feb. 7: BLT Grinder/

Chips/Pickle
Thursday, Feb. 8: Sweet & Sour 

Chicken/Rice/Veggies

Reserve a delicious $2 lunch by 
calling a day ahead. Call Friday to re-
serve lunch on Monday. 

For allergy concerns, call the Se-
nior Center to ask about ingredients 
at 413-583-3564.

704 MEMORIAL DRIVE, CHICOPEE, MA • 413-377-1433
www.hannoushma.com

HannousHJEWELERS®

CHICOPEE

Present This Coupon for

 10% more 
on your unwanted gold.

Expires 12/31/24

TURN 
YOUR 
GOLD 
INTO 

CA$H!

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each 
advertiser is re-
quested to check 
their advertise-
ment the first time 
it appears. This 
paper will not be 
responsible for 
more than one 
corrected inser-
tion, nor will be li-
able for any error 
in an advertise-
ment to a greater 
extent than the 
cost of the space 
occupied by the 
item in the adver-
tisement.

 Are you having difficulty communicating 
with your partner, struggling with 

boundaries, and healthy relationships? 

We invite you to join us 
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
 to explore these topics and more. 

This group will be held in zoom, is 
educational, confidential, and free. 

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.

LUDLOW— The Ludlow Lions club 
welcomed the Executive Director of 
the Springfield Rescue Mission, Kevin 
Ramsdell, to speak at the monthly meet-
ing. The Springfield Rescue Mission has 
been offering emergency shelter for men 
for 130 years. 

They also offer Addiction Recovery 
Services, Mobile food service, Work-
force development, job readiness, food, 
clothing and so much more.

For more information, or to donate 
food or clothing, contact The Springfield 
Rescue Mission, 10 Mill St., Springfield.

Ludlow Lions donate to charity

Submitted Photo

Pictured are Sabra Ramsdell, Joyce Reilly,Ludlow Lions Club President and Keven 
Ramsdell. Photo by Lion Pat Baker.

City of Chicopee to Celebrate 
Black History Month with Flag 

Raising Ceremony Feb. 2
CHICOPEE – The City of Chicopee 

is proud to announce a special event to 
kickstart the celebration of Black History 
Month.

On Feb. 2, at 11 a.m., a flag-raising 
ceremony will take place at the City Hall 
Flag Plaza, located at 17 Springfield St. 
The public is warmly invited to attend 
and show their support for this festive oc-
casion.

Black History Month, recognized na-
tionwide in February, is a time to honor 
the profound contributions and enduring 
legacy of African Americans through-
out American history. The flag raising 
ceremony at Chicopee City Hall marks 
the beginning of a month-long series of 
events dedicated to celebrating the rich 
heritage and cultural significance of Af-
rican Americans in our city, our nation, 
and the world.

Event Details:
Date: Feb. 2
Time: 11 a.m.
Location: City Hall Flag Plaza, 17 

Springfield St., Chicopee
The raising of the flag signifies Chi-

copee’s commitment to recognizing the 
importance of African American history 
and culture. It serves as a symbol of uni-
ty, diversity, and the shared values that 
bring our community together.

Mayor John Vieau will preside over 
the ceremony, accompanied by Ayanna 

Crawford, CEOAC Consulting, commu-
nity leaders, and residents. The event will 
feature remarks highlighting the signif-
icance of Black History Month and the 
impact of African Americans on our city 
and nation.

This celebration is an excellent op-
portunity for all members of our com-
munity to come together, show their 
support, and gain a deeper apprecia-
tion of the contributions made by Af-
rican Americans to the fabric of our 
society.

The City of Chicopee encourages all 
residents, students, and community orga-
nizations to attend this momentous event 
and join in the celebration of African 
American history.

For more information about the flag 
raising ceremony and other Black Histo-
ry Month events in Chicopee, please con-
tact Chloe Soto, 413-594-1500.

The City of Chicopee is a diverse and 
vibrant community in Western Massa-
chusetts, known for its rich history and 
commitment to inclusivity and diversity. 
The city is dedicated to recognizing and 
celebrating the contributions of all its 
residents, including the African Ameri-
can community. 

Join us on Feb. 2, as we raise the flag 
in unity and celebration, marking the be-
ginning of a month dedicated to honoring 
African American history.
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OPINION

Bluebirds
I received an 

email from a West 
Brookfield resident, 
who included two 
photos of bluebirds 
at her feeder. 

She took the 
photos on New 
Year’s Day and 
had six or seven of 
them. She said last 
year she had blue-
birds visit regularly 
in late winter arriving on Valentine’s Day. 

She said in the email, “We built a meal-
worm feeder (thanks to Mark Blazis instruc-
tions) and the outcome was a pair nesting in 
one of our nesting boxes and bringing their 
pair of fledglings to the feeder.

Bluebirds are migratory, but some stay 
around all winter just like some of the Can-
ada geese and robins do. Bluebirds, along 
with other small birds, will use nesting box-
es for shelter during storms or at night. The 
boxes provide a dry place and protection 
from the wind and cold.

The bluebird is about 6 ½ inches long. 
The male has a brilliant blue head, back, 
wings and tail with a brick red throat and 
breast. The female is has a rich, buffy throat 
and breast. She has a grayish blue head and 
back with light blue wings and tail and a 
white eye ring. 

Bluebirds may come to feeders for pea-
nut butter mixes, berries, meal worms and 
raisins. The female lays three to six pale 
blue eggs in a nest in a tree cavity, aban-
doned woodpecker hole or birdhouse. The 
nest consists of grasses, plant stems, bine 
needles and is lined with hair, feathers and 
fine grasses. 

They inhabit farmlands, open woodlands 
and rural yards. 

Brimfield birds
A Brimfield resident said in an email, 

“Yesterday (Jan. 6) there were about a doz-
en robins in the yard feasting on the crab 
apples and they were joined by a few cedar 
waxwings.”

He said, “Today we awoke to about eight 
inches of snow and all of the trees were cov-
ered with snow that was stuck to the branch-
es. The crab apple trees were full of robins. 
One tree near the front of the 

house had over a dozen robins in the 
tree eating apples along with a wax-wing or 
two.”

The robins and wax wings also finished 
off the last of the fruit from the mountain 
ash and gleaned a bush with red berries. He 
said there were about three dozen robins and 
a half dozen cedar wax-wings in his yard as 
well as the “regulars” and two white-throat-
ed sparrows.

Grackles 
I received an email from a woman, who 

had grackles at her feeder on Jan. 12. She 
also reported seeing some robins and a flock 
of about 30 to 40 juncos. She said she usual-
ly doesn’t see grackles until spring.

Christmas bird count
Results for some Christmas Bird 

Counts that took place in our area are now 
available by visiting the website at http://
www.warerivernatureclub.org/announce-
ments.html. Many new records were set, 
and many old ones broken, with high num-
bers of species and individuals recorded. 

An open, ice/snow-free landscape, un-
frozen waterways, and an abundant wild 
food crop were combined factors that en-
couraged many species to linger longer 
than usual. 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Letters to the editor should be 250 
words or less in length. No unsigned 
or anonymous opinions will be 
published. We require letter writers to 
include his or her town of residence 
and home telephone number. We 
must authenticate authorship prior to 
publication. 

We reserve the right to edit or 
withhold any submissions deemed to 
be libelous or contain unsubstantiated 
allegations, personal attacks, 
defamation of  character and offensive 
language. 

All unknown or alleged facts and 
quotations offered by the author need 
to cite credible, unbiased sources. 

Send letters to: The Register, 
24  Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069 or 

email mharrison@turley.com.
The deadline for submissions 

is Friday at noon.

SUBMISSIONS POLICY
Readers, local merchants,  

institutions, municipalities, non-profit 
groups, and civic organizations are 
strongly encouraged to send The 
Register  your hometown news and 
photos. News items and press releases 
should be sent via email to mharrison@
turley.com as an attachment AND 
pasted directly into the email message 
screen. 

Please send photo captions 
identifying all subjects in your image(s) 
from left to right. 

We need first and last name, 
hometown, title if applicable, and a 
brief description of what subjects are 
doing in the photo. Email uncorrected, 
raw, RGB color digital photos at highest 
resolution directly off your camera to 
mharrison@turley.com.

Publicity chairpersons are 
encouraged to send in news  about 
upcoming fundraising or other calendar 
events at least three weeks before the 
event.

If you are having difficulty with  a 
press release or need help, please call  
(413) 283-8393.

To send submissions by regular 
post, mail to: The Register, 24  Water 
Street, Palmer, MA 01069.

GUEST COLUMN The

REGISTER

GUEST COLUMN

Will withdrawing 
from 401(k) affect 
my Social Security?

Dear Rusty 
My full retirement age (FRA) is 66 and 

8 months, which I’ll reach in September 
2024. I’m still working three days a week. 
I want to cash in my 401K and want to 
know if I have to wait until my FRA for 
IRS purposes or can cash it in anytime in 
2024. I don’t want to affect my Social Se-
curity or end up paying taxes on my ben-
efits. 

Signed: Seeking to Avoid Taxes

Dear Seeking
We’re not experts on IRS matters here 

at the AMAC Foundation so I can’t ad-
dress 401(k) questions, but we can pro-
vide information on your Social Security 
circumstances and how 401(k) withdraw-
als may affect your SS. I assume from 
your question that you are now receiving 
early Social Security and wish to avoid 
any tax consequences thereto by cashing 
in your 401(k), as well as from working. 
Here’s what you need to know:

Since you will reach your Full Retire-
ment Age in 2024, your 2024 work earn-
ings limit will be $59,520 up to the month 
you reach FRA. If you were born in Janu-
ary 1958, you’ll attain FRA in September 
2024. After you have reached your FRA 
there is no longer a Social Security limit 
to how much you can earn from work-
ing, so your work earnings thereafter will 
not affect your monthly Social Security 
benefit regardless of how much you earn. 
If your part time work between January 
and August 2024 won’t put you over the 
$59,520 limit, your work earnings will not 
negatively affect your gross monthly So-
cial Security benefit.

Assuming you are on Medicare, the 
premium for which is deducted from 
your Social Security payment, withdraw-
als from your 401(k) might affect your 
net monthly Social Security payment in 
two years hence. Medicare premiums are 
based upon your combined income from 
all sources, including 50% of the SS ben-
efits you received during the tax year. If 
your 401(k) withdrawal(s) put you over an 
income threshold for your tax filing status, 
you may be required to pay an Income 
Related Monthly Adjustment Amount on 
top of the standard Medicare premium. 

That IRMAA supplement would be de-
ducted from your Social Security, which 
would affect the net amount of your So-
cial Security payment. Your Medicare pre-
mium for each coming year is determined 
by your combined income from two years 
prior, so if you “cash in” your 401(K) in 
2024, it would affect your net Social Se-
curity payments in 2026. 

Whether you will pay income tax on 
your Social Security benefits is deter-
mined by your combined income from ev-
erywhere, which the IRS calls your “Mod-
ified Adjusted Gross Income.” MAGI 
is your income from all sources except 
ROTH IRA withdrawals and includes half 
of the SS benefits you received during the 
tax year. 

If you file your taxes as a single, and 
your MAGI is over $25,000 or if you file 
your taxes as “married-jointly” and your 
MAGI is over $32,000 then 50% of the 
Social Security benefits received during 
the tax year becomes part of your overall 
income taxed by the IRS (at your normal 
IRS tax rate). But if your MAGI as a sin-
gle filer is more than $34,000 – or as a 
married/jointly filer over $44,000 – then 
up to 85% of the SS benefits received 
during the tax year becomes part of your 
overall income taxed by the IRS.

So, to recap:
Your part time work earnings in 2024 

won’t affect your monthly Social Securi-
ty benefit, unless your 2024 work earnings 
prior to September 2024 exceed $59,520.

Depending on the amount of your 
401(k) withdrawals, your 2026 net Social 
Security payments may be impacted by 
Medicare’s IRMAA provision. But your 
401(k) withdrawals will not affect your 
gross Social Security payments. 

Depending on the amount of your 
401(k) withdrawals, some of the Social 
Security benefits received during the 2024 
tax year will likely be subject to income 
tax. That is, if your annual total income, 
including your 401(k) withdrawals, ex-
ceeds the MAGI thresholds described 
above. 

The Association Mature Citizens Foun-
dation and its staff are not affiliated with 
or endorsed by the Social Security Admin-
istration or any other governmental enti-
ty. This article is intended for information 
purposes and does not represent legal or 
financial guidance. It presents the opin-
ions and interpretations of the Associa-
tion Mature Citizens Foundation’s staff, 
trained and accredited by the National 
Social Security Association  To submit a 
question, visit amacfoundation.org/pro-
grams/social-security-advisory or email 
us at ssadvisor@amacfoundation.org. 
Russell Gloor is a Social Security advisor 
for AMAC. 
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To register for programs or find out 
more information, visit hubbardlibrary.
org, or call (413) 583-3408. Weath-
er-related announcements for outdoor 
events will be made on the library’s 
Facebook page the morning of the pro-
gram.

Library Hours: M, W, F 9-5, TU, 
TH, 9-8, S 9-1. Closed Sundays and 
holidays.

FOR ALL AGES

Calling artists and more! The Hub-
bard Memorial Library in Ludlow is 
seeking local artists, craftspeople and 
collectors who would like to display 
their wares in the library’s display 
case.  Exhibits remain in place for one 
month.  The display case measures 70 
inches long by 42 inches high by 11 
inches deep, and has shelves which can 
be adjusted or removed to fit different 
sized items. For more information, or 
to arrange a showing, please contact 
the library at 583-3408 Ext. 114 during 
normal library hours. 

Free Tech Help Call us at 413-
583-3408x114 to book an hour long 
appointment.  We can help you with 
your laptop, smartphone, or tablet. By 
appointment only, please no drop-ins.

Free Streaming Services Avail-
able! Use your Hubbard Memori-
al Library library card to access our 
streaming services, Hoopla & Kanopy. 
They’re compatible with Android, Ap-
ple, Roku, AppleTV, Chromecast, and 
more. If you are a Ludlow resident with 
a Hubbard Memorial Library library 
card and the Libby app, you’ve already 
got access to Kanopy in the app! Hoop-
la provides movies, TV shows, music, 
eAudiobooks & eBooks, while Kanopy 
focuses on films, TV shows, and docu-
mentaries. Both have a version for kids. 
Why pay for a streaming service when 
you can get two for free with your li-
brary card?

FOR ADULTS

Mass Center for the Book Month-
ly Reading Challenge Each month, 
you’ll be challenged to read a book 
based on a chosen theme. January’s 
challenge is a book you read years ago 
that you may feel differently about 
now.  Those who participate will be 
entered to win a free book! For more 

information and to sign up, please visit 
massbook.org/readingchallenge.

Chair Volleyball for Seniors, ev-
ery Thursday starting January 18 
until March 28, 1:30 p.m. Have some 
fun this winter by joining us for chair 
volleyball! No running or jumping re-
quired. There will be no chair volley-
ball on February 22. Please sign up on 
our website or by calling the circula-
tion desk at 413-583-3408. Walk-ins 
are welcome.

A Tree of Life: The Pittsburgh 
Synagogue Shooting, Tuesday, Janu-
ary 30, 6:00-7:30 p.m. A Tree of Life 
is “the first film to document the survi-
vor’s stories and the only documenta-
ry with this level of personal access to 
the survivors and families of the vic-
tims, viewers will experience first-hand 
how the lives of those directly affected 
have profoundly changed and how the 
Pittsburgh community and the congre-
gations set out on a path towards heal-
ing.”  Please sign up on our website or 
by calling the circulation desk at 413-
583-3408.

Happy Hour Book Club, last 
Thursday of the month (1/25), 6:30-
7:45 p.m. This month’s book is “A Fall 
of Marigolds” by Susan Meissner. This 
engaging historical fiction novel ex-
plores a connection between two wom-
en, one from 1911 and the other from 
2001. Pick up a copy of the book at the 
Circulation Desk. New members are 
welcome!

“Who picked this book?” Book 
Club, first Thursday of the month 
(2/1), 3:30-5:00 p.m. This month’s 
book is “Other Birds” by Sarah Ad-
dison Allen. “Other Birds” is a heart-
warming and gentle read perfect for 
winter. Pick up a copy of the book at 
the Circulation Desk. New members 
are welcome!

History Talk: The Amistad Trials, 
Tuesday, February 6, 6:30-7:30 p.m. 
Honorable Dennis J. Curran, retired 
Justice of the Massachusetts Superior 
Court, will be discussing the first civil 
rights trial in American history that oc-
curred more than two decades before 
the Civil War. Please sign up on our 
website or by calling the circulation 
desk at 413-583-3408.

Computer Basics, Thursday, Feb-
ruary 15, 6:30-7:30 p.m. In this class, 
you’ll learn computer skills like using 
a mouse as well as computer terms 
and definitions. This class is meant for 
computer beginners. Space is limited. 
Please sign up by calling Olivia at 413-

583-3408 x114

FOR TEENS

Nintendo Switch Night, every oth-
er Tuesday (2/6/24 & 2/24/24) 6:00-
7:45 p.m. Play Mario Kart, Smash 
Bros, or other Nintendo Switch games. 
For 6th-12th graders, space is limited 
to 16 people, please register.

The ‘Fellowship of the Pages’ 
Tween Graphic Novel Book Discus-
sion Group, Every Thursday, 4:30-
5:30 p.m. Meet each week to discuss 
graphic novels, eat snacks, play games, 
and make friends. Please register.

Dungeons & Dragons High 
School Adventure Ensemble, Fri-
days 2:30-4:30 p.m. This group is for 
experienced high school players and 
currently has room for 2 more players. 
Please register.

“Read Between the Lines” High 
School Book Group, Last Friday of 
the month, 3:00-4:00 p.m. Book chat 
and snacks for ages 14 & up. January’s 
book is “This Time Next Year” by So-
phie Cousens; copies of the book are 
available in the Youth Room. Registra-
tion preferred.

FOR CHILDREN & TEENS

Blind Date with a Book, All 
Month For upper elementary through 
high school.  Choose a wrapped book 
from our display in the Youth Room 
from reading a little blurb on the cover 
or select one online from our website.

Pokemon Club, Mondays 3:30-
5:00 p.m.  For 8 & up. Trading, duel-
ing, & gaming on handhelds, phones, 
or Nintendo Switch. Please have your 
name on everything you bring to the 
club. Please register.

Minecraft Club, Wednesdays, 
3:00-4:45 p.m. Minecraft players of 
all skill levels can bring their own de-
vices, or may use one of the library’s 
eight computers to build, play & cre-
ate. For upper elementary & up. Drop-
in.

Massachusetts Children’s Book 
Award Book Group for 4th-6th 
Grade, Thursday,  February 8th & 
March 14, 6:00pm - 6:45pm. 4th-6th 
graders across the state are the ones to 
decide who wins this award after read-
ing at least 5 of the nominated books. 
Meet with Youth Services Librarian 
July each month for 45 fun minutes to 
discuss, decide, play games, and share 
snacks. Everyone who has read at least 

5 of the books by April 15th will cast 
their vote, celebrate with an ice cream 
party, and be featured in an article in 
the Register! Please register.

Roblox Club, Fridays 3:30-4:45 
p.m. Meet new friends or play with old 
ones while playing Roblox. For ages 
8+.

Groundhog Day Scavenger Hunt, 
Friday, February 2, 9:00 a.m.-5:00 
p.m. All Ages. Find all the places the 
groundhog is hiding in the Youth Room 
and win a prize.  Drop in.

Pom-Pom Ice Cream Cone Neck-
laces, Saturday, February 3, 9:19 
a.m. -12:45 p.m. Preschool and up. 
Celebrate Eat Ice Cream for Breakfast 
Day by making a cute, tasty-looking 
necklace. Drop in.

Edible Slime, Saturday, February 
10,10:00 a.m. For ages 5 & up.  Slime 
that you can eat? yep, we’re doing it! 
Please register.  

FOR CHILDREN

Daily Drop-In Crafts, All ages. 
DIY crafts available in the Youth Room 
Daily.  New craft each week.

Winter Storytime Session: Going 
Places, Mondays 10:00 a.m. (starting 
1/08/24) Ages 3-5. Stories, songs and 
games featuring far away places with a 
craft and snack at the end.  Please reg-
ister. 

Sing With Me, Tuesdays 10:30-
11:00 a.m. For ages 0-5. Join Youth 
Services Librarian July for 30 minutes 
of favorite children’s songs & move-
ment. Drop-in.

Winter Storytime Session: Go-
ing Places, Wednesdays,10:00 a.m. 
(Starting 1/10/24) Ages 2-3.  Stories, 
songs and games featuring far away 
places with a craft and snack at the end. 
Please register. 

Lego Build Challenge, Wednes-
days 12:00-5:00 p.m. Pull a Lego 
Build Challenge Card and try to build 
it with the library’s Legos, or free build 
just for fun. All creations will be put 
on display in the Youth Room for the 
week. Drop-in.

Grow, Play and Learn, Thurs-
days, 10:00-11:00 a.m. For ages 0-5. 
Come join us for stories, songs and 
skill building, led by Kelly Castor, Ear-
ly Childhood Developmental specialist, 
who will guide caregivers in strength-
ening interactions with their children. 
Sponsored by Pathways for Parents. 
Please register. 

What’s Happening at Hubbard Memorial Library?

www.posnik.com • E-mail: info@posnik.com

West Springfield, MA • Philadelphia, PA
413-733-5238 • 610-853-6655

TOLL FREE 1-877-POSNIK-1 (767-6451)
MA Auc. Lic. #161 • PA Auc. Lic. #AY000241L

Aaron Posnik
AUCTIONEERS - APPRAISERS

Live Onsite & Webcast
Public AuctioN

FURNITURE STORE
• FURNITURE INVENTORY & ACCESSORIES •

42 MYRON STREET     WEST SPRINGFIELD, MA
TO BE SOLD ON THE PREMISES AND BY LIVE INTERNET BIDDING

NATIONAL BRANDS INCLUDING: BarcaLounger; Bernhardt Furniture; Bradington Young; Braxton Culler; Caracole Furniture; 
Charleston Forge; CTH Sherrill Occasional; Hickory White; Hooker; John Richard; King Hickory; Sam Moore; Sherrill and Many More •
Consisting of: Sofas • Sectionals • Recliners • Swivel Rockers • Occasional Chairs • Ottomans • Cocktail, End & Console Tables • 
Entertainment Centers • Bookcases • Desks • Dining Room Sets • Buffet • Mirrors • Floor & Table Lamps • Chandeliers • Bar Stools 
• Framed Paintings & Prints • Wall Décor • Clocks • Knick Knacks • Bowls • Jars • Trays • Throw Pillows • TCL 55” TV

• Many More Items Too Numerous To Mention •

SALE PER ORDER OF GARY M. WEINER, ESQ.
OF THE FIRM OF WEINER LAW FIRM, PC, 1441 MAIN STREET, SUITE 610, SPRINGFIELD, MA

ASSIGNEE FOR THE BENEFIT OF CREDITORS
TERMS OF SALE: 25% DEPOSIT CASH, WIRE TRANSFER OR CERTIFIED CHECK

15% BUYERS PREMIUM APPLIES ON ALL ONSITE PURCHASES
18% BUYERS PREMIUM APPLIES ON ALL ONLINE PURCHASES

OTHER TERMS TO BE ANNOUNCED AT TIME OF SALE
INSPECTIONS: FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 9TH – 10:00 A.M. TO 4:00 P.M.& MORNING OF SALE – 8:30 A.M. TO 10:30 A.M.

LIVE ONSITE & LIVE ONLINE BIDDING AVAILABLE AT WWW.BIDSPOTTER.COM
SEND for  DESCRIPTIVE BROCHURE or VISIT our WEBSITE at  WWW.POSNIK.COM

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 10TH AT 10:30 A.M. ET

We will pay you top dollar for your car 
AND we will pick it up! Call us for a price!

651 Center St., Chicopee

 CENTER STREET 
AUTO PARTS OF 
CHICOPEE, INC.

413-733-2778
centerstreetautoparts.com

• Top-Of-The-Line Auto Salvaging Services
• First-Rate Used Auto Parts
• Top-Grade Auto Body Parts
• Sell Your Old or Used Car to Us
“Serving all of Western Mass.”

$$$
Money on 

the Spot 
for All 

Vehicles

Community Newspaper
ADVERTISING

Retailers and small 
local businesses put the 
lion’s share of their local 

advertising in newspapers. 
They know which media 

truly moves their products. 
Besides that, Google’s 

research shows that half of 
online shoppers are more 

likely to buy products they’ve 
seen in the paper.

Works!Works!

Feeder activity
Birds at my feeder before the Jan. 7 

storm consisted mainly of a few juncos, 
a white-throated sparrow or two and a 
few chickadees and downy woodpeck-
ers. That all changed on Sunday, Jan. 7. 
I saw my cardinal pair, bluejays, lots of 
chickadees and tufted titmice. I also had 

mourning doves, white-breasted nut-
hatches, a downy woodpeckder and a few 
goldfinches. 

People may report a bird sighting or 
bird related experience by calling me at 
413-967-3505, leaving a message at ex-
tension 100, emailing mybackyard88@
aol.com or edowner@turley.com or 
mailing to Barre Gazette, P.O. Box 448, 
Barre, MA 01005.

BACKYARD from Page 6
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reach senior citizens, just to kind 
of provide a boost in the middle 
of the winter and in recognition of 
Valentine’s Day,” Bill Rooney said. 
“With the CARES Coalition, we 
try to reach out to different constit-
uencies in town, one of those being 
our seniors.”

“This Valentine’s Day project 
is designed to lift spirits and send 
a message to the community as a 
whole that we think of everyone 
at CARES and not just the youth,” 
said Leonczyk.

“We started this during COVID 
when so many seniors were home-
bound,” Rooney said. “The re-
sponse from seniors has been fan-
tastic, so we decided to keep doing 
it. I think it’s a good partnership 
between seniors and CARES.”

The bags were hand-delivered 
to seniors who were isolated and 
didn’t have the luxury of attending 
lunch at the center. Included in the 
gift bags were a small box of Valen-
tine’s Day chocolates, a copy of the 
Register and information from the 
Health Department and the library.

Leonczyk mentioned that the 
members’ unanimous favorite part 
are the handmade cards made on 
construction paper with markers 
by kids at the Boys and Girls Club.

CARES has “sort of a unique 
way of obtaining (the list) with the 
relationships we have,” according 
to Leonczyk, with the senior center 

and Health Department providing 
a lot of names.

“They have more of a handle 
on members that used to partici-
pate at the senior center that can no 
longer get there, whether it be due 
to health or transportation,” Leon-

czyk said. “And the Health Depart-
ment has a handle on some of our 
more isolated seniors.”

For more information about 
what the CARES Coalition has to 
offer, visit their website at ludlow-
carescoalition.org.

working with the younger members of the department.
“For some of them, you have to teach them a lot,” 

Dubois said. “They just came out of college and didn’t 
have any hands-on experience. You have to show what 
hand-on means on the fire scene. Some who were more 
medically inclined, they could save people’s lives real 
easily, so they’re mostly in the ambulance and they 
know that perfectly.”

About the department he’s leaving behind, Dubois 
was able to say with confidence, “I wouldn’t worry if 
something happens to you in Ludlow. You’re ‘gonna be 
safe.”

Dubois said that now that he’s retired, he is going to 
spend time working on and riding his motorcycles, and 
“enjoying life for a change.”

“I have a couple of Harleys,” Dubois said. “I’m re-
building one right now from 1976 that I bought when I 
was 19 years old. I took it apart, and me and my buddy 
are rebuilding it, riding motorcycles and enjoying life 
for a change.”

Dubois’s celebration will be held at the Polish 
American Citizen’s Club this Friday, Jan. 26, starting at 
6 p.m.

people and showing who he is. For a rather introverted, 
good-natured, quiet young man, he speaks pretty well, as 
you can tell.”

“I like working with patrolmen, guiding them in the 
directions they want to take their careers, and answering 
any questions that need to be answered or facilitated,” 
Wielblad said. “I think that’s what makes me a good fit 
for this role.”

Also interviewing for the role was Derek Smolinski. 
Valadas and the Selectmen were also impressed with his 
credentials.

“My journey towards a career in law enforcement was 
inspired by my grandfather, Chester Hawkis, who served 
as a police officer in Ludlow,” Smolinski said. “Although 
I didn’t have the opportunity to know him well, the sto-
ries shared by former officers about his dedication deeply 
influenced my decision to pursue this profession.”

The Selectmen had questions prepared for the candi-
dates, asking about where they would like their careers 
to go and the particular challenges facing police officers.

“I think the biggest challenge at the police department 
is retaining police officers,” Smolinski said. “The second 
one would be mental health issues, like PTSD and that 
area that we should be more focusing on.”

Wielblad agreed that mental health is one of the de-
partment’s biggest challenges and mentioned the work 
he’s done with the CARES Coalition to address it.

“We have a clinician that comes out weekly now and 
does follow-ups with residents in town which is, I think, 
crucial with mental health cases,” Wielblad said. “Even 
though we’re doing all this, I still think it’s one of the 
bigger issues that the town is currently facing.” 

Selectman Derek DeBarge brought up the recent 
shooting of an officer in Wilbraham and asked the candi-
dates how they would respond to such an incident.

“That’s one of the most common calls that we go to,” 
Wielblad said. “You never know which one is going to be 
out of the norm, so it’s something to keep in the back of 
your mind.”

“If that happened in Ludlow, and I’m working the 
next shift, we definitely want to have a conversation for 
starters. Then I also want to offer the officers resources 
that they could use for responding to an incident like that 
because that’s going to have a huge impact on your men-
tal health and mental wellbeing,” Wielblad said.

Both candidates were described as assets to the de-
partment, and the Selectmen voted unanimously to ap-
point Wielblad as a sergeant.

DUBOIS from Page 1

NEW POLICE SERGEANT from Page 1

  

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN
PORK LOIN
ASSORTED PORK CHOPS ...

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN
COUNTRYSTYLE
PORK RIBS .............................

USDA INSP. 
$199

lb

SALE DATES: 2/1/24-2/7/24

$149

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH
PORK SIRLOIN CUTLETS $244

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS

BEEF SHOULDER
ROAST or LONDON BROIL ........
USDA INSP. FRESH
BONELESS & SKINLESS

CHICKEN BREAST 10 LB BAG ......
USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN DRUMSTICKS 10 LB BAG 

$299
lb

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN

BATTER & BREADED SHRIMP ..

$177
lb

SLICED IN OUR DELI
TURKEY BREAST ...............

$399
lb

lb

FRESH BONELESS
BEEF TENDERLOIN

67¢

SOUP’S ON!

$149

$669
lb

lb

USDA INSP.

FRESH SOUP
CHICKENS “FOWL” ..............
USDA INSP.

GOAT MEAT ......................

USDA INSP. 

BEEF SHANK MEAT .............$349
lb

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

$444
lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN

STUFFED CHICKEN 
W/ BROCCOLI & CHEESE .......... lb

$399

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION PRICES IN  RED

ARE AT OR BELOW
 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$444
lb

$977
lb

CUT
FREE

7 LB 
BAG$366

lb

80% LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

BEEF
EYE ROUND

VALENTNE’S DAY BAGS 
from Page 1

Tell Us What
You Think

Share your thoughts and suggestions 
with our staff and your fellow readers.

Participate in our opinion pages, 
or contact us anytime with your feedback!

The Register
www.register.turley.com

register@turley.com  •  413.283.8393

Your Community Newspaper

CARES Coalition distributes
Valentine’s Day bags to Senior Center

Submitted photos

Jhon Wielblad and his family helped to distribute gift bags.

Peter Leonczyk distributed Valentine’s bags to the 
Senior Center.

Students hand-made all the Valentines that were 
distributed by the CARES Coalition.
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Please see HOCKEY, Page 10

Lions fall to Saint Paul
By Tim Peterson

Sports Correspondent

WEST SPRINGFIELD — 
Unless something drastic hap-
pens during the final two weeks 
of the regular season, the Lud-

low hockey team should be one 
of the four teams competing in 
the Western Mass. Class B tour-
nament at the Olympia Ice Cen-
ter during the February school 
vacation week. 

The odds of the Lions qual-

ifying for the Division 3 state 
tournament for the third consec-
utive year are a little bit longer 
following a 5-2 loss to the Saint 
Paul Diocesan Knights at Olym-
pia, last Saturday afternoon.

“We’ve played a lot tougher 
schedule this year,” said Ludlow 
head coach Paul Rivest. “We 
haven’t been outworked in very 
many games, but today’s oppo-
nent was much better than us. 
We just made a couple of costly 
mistakes.”  

The Lions, who lost their 
third consecutive game, had a 
5-8-2 overall record following 
their first ever match-up against 
the Knights (10-2-1), who 
locked up a berth in the Division 
3 state tournament. 

Ludlow was ranked 42nd 
in the MIAA power rankings. 
They’ll need to win at least four 
of their remaining games to 
qualify for the state tournament.

“We’ll need to finish the reg-
ular season with a .500 record 
to make the states,” Rivest said. 
“That’s something that we’re 

trying to do. We lost to West-
field the other night, but we 
dominated the game.”

The Lions, who are current-
ly the top team in the Western 
Mass. Class B power rankings, 
are scheduled to face Easthamp-
ton in a make-up game on Fri-
day night. They’re also slated 
to face Fay Division rivals Am-
herst and Chicopee next week 

before wrapping up the regular 
season with a date against West 
Springfield on Valentine’s Day. 
The start time of that contest is 
3:30 at Olympia. 

The Lions first game of the 
Western Mass. tournament also 
counts towards the state tourna-
ment rankings. 

Riley Morals tries to get leverage.

Lions on 
the mat

GRANBY – Last 
Saturday, Ludlow wres-
tling continued its work 
toward the Western 
Mass. and state cham-
pionship meets. The Li-
ons wrestled at Granby 
in several dual meets. 
The meets gave several 
wrestlers an opportuni-
ty to wrestle multiple 
matches against teams 
throughout the region.

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli

Samantha Bertini starts a match at 106 pounds.

Ryan Gomes attempts to turn over his opponent.

Chris Goncalves tries to flip his opponent.

LUDLOW – Last 
Tuesday night, Lud-
low boys basketball 
gave up a 14-5 run 
to St. Mary’s and 
lost to the Saints 57-
43. While Ludlow’s 
offense was better 
in the second half, 
they were not able 
to overcome the ear-
ly deficit. Ludlow 
was led by Daniel 
McKenney with 
16 points. Giovan-
ny Acevedo had 13 
points.

Stephen Goodreau 
dribbles near the 
hoop with pressure 
on him.

Lions fall behind early, lose to St. Mary’s

Giovanny Acevedo gets the 
layup.

Jackson Mateus shoots from 
short range.

Cameron Lyman attempts a 
three-pointer.

Turley photos by Sofia DiGrande

Daniel McKenney rushes for the 
hoop.

Brice Pereira looks to keep the puck away from an opponent.

Luke Martin heads up the ice.
Owen Kumiega crosses into the 
offensive zone.



◗ Page 10 The Register   ❙  January 31, 2024

T-Birds offense scores big over Checkers
SPRINGFIELD – The Springfield 

Thunderbirds (20-17-3-2) dominated for 
much of the night in a 6-1 win over the 
Charlotte Checkers (20-17-4-0) on Satur-
day night before a sellout crowd of 6,793 
at the MassMutual Center.

The T-Birds jumped to a first-period 
lead for a second straight evening, this 
time just 3:37 into game action. Mathi-
as Laferriere spun away from a defend-
er to gain entry on the right-wing side. 
Mikhail Abramov raced up the middle 
of the ice, catching a perfect pass from 
Laferriere and lifting a shot into the 
top shelf behind Charlotte netminder 
Ludovic Waeber, making it 1-0 on his 
eighth goal of the season.

After not facing much action in the 
opening half of the period, Springfield 
goaltender Malcolm Subban got infinite-
ly busier in the closing minutes, as the 
T-Birds killed off two Charlotte power 

plays, including 28 seconds’ worth of 
5-on-3 time. Subban shined, with point-
blank saves off Gerry Mayhew and Ras-
mus Asplund sticking out in a 10-save 
opening frame.

After the goal by Abramov, Waeber 
also settled in, and the Checkers’ third-
ranked penalty kill also denied Spring-
field on two power plays as the two 
clubs’ man-advantage units continued to 
scuffle.

For a second consecutive evening, 
Charlotte got an equalizer in the early 
stages of period two. Patrick Khodorenko 
approached the net and bashed home a 
rebound through Subban’s legs after Pat-
rick Giles had his initial try denied by the 
goaltender. The goal came just 44 sec-
onds into the period to tie the score, 1-1.

However, like Friday night, the tie 
score would be short-lived. A Matt Ki-
ersted penalty sent Springfield’s power 

play back to work, and just 32 seconds 
after the Khodorenko tally, Hugh Mc-
Ging got his first goal since Nov. 24, 
ramming home a wide shot from Lafer-
riere that skipped off the end boards right 
in front of the goal on the left side. 

With the lead back in their posses-
sion, the T-Birds would not relinquish 
it. Subban made a crucial 2-on-1 save 
on Checkers captain Zac Dalpe, and mo-
ments after another Springfield penalty 
kill, at 10:22 of the period, Hunter Skin-
ner stepped into a one-time drop pass 
from Zach Bolduc and saw it ricochet off 
a Charlotte stick and behind Waeber to 
make it 3-1. It was Skinner’s first goal as 
a Thunderbird.

Laferriere’s night was far from over, 
as he stepped over the left-wing side and 
roofed a heavy snap shot through Waeber 
at 14:00, and in less than four minutes, 
the lead grew to 4-1.

Things would not get any better for 
the Checkers in the third. Ryan Suzuki 
pounced on a loose puck in the slot after 
a Jakub Vrana pass to Bolduc caromed 
off Waeber’s pad right into the slot area. 
Suzuki also found the top corner, advanc-
ing the lead to 5-1 on his third goal of the 
season.

Will Bitten would round out the scor-
ing with his second point of the night, 
cashing in on a 2-on-1 after an initial 
shot from Bolduc bounced off Waeber’s 
left pad and right onto Bitten’s tape. Sub-
ban got himself back into the win col-
umn, making 29 saves in securing his 
ninth win of the year.

Including the postseason, Spring-
field is now 10-1-0-0 in its last 11 games 
against Charlotte inside the Thunder-
dome, and with the two-game sweep, the 
T-Birds leaped ahead of Charlotte in the 
Atlantic Division standings.

CLUES ACROSS
  1. Become less intense
  6. Variety of pear
 10. Religion native to 

China
 14. Type of tooth
 15. Fitted out
 17. Make every effort
 19. Autonomic nervous 

system
 20. Complete
 21. Alternate name
 22. River in France and 

Belgium
 23. Miami’s mascot 

is one
 24. Turfs
 26. Most cognizant of 

reality
 29. Broad volcanic crater
 31. Canadian surname
 32. Satisfaction
 34. Traitorous Greek 

mythological prince
 35. Collide
 37. Immune response
 38. Feline
 39. High opinion of one’s 

own appearance
 40. Thin strip to align 

parts
 41. Containers
 43. Convicted American 

spy
 45. Breathe noisily
 46. Taxi
 47. Pancakes made from 

buckwheat flour
 49. Swiss river
 50. I.M.__, architect
 53. Have surgery
 57. Formal withdrawal
 58. Dutch and German 

surname
 59. Square measures
 60. 2,000 lbs.
 61. Degrade someone

CLUES DOWN
  1. Siberian river
  2. Blessing
  3. Substitutes (abbr.)
  4. Principle underlying 

the universe
  5. Work unit
  6. Yellow edible fruits

  7. Gemstone
  8. A place ships dock 

(abbr.)
  9. Evergreen tropical 

tree
 10. Reality TV star 

Richards
 11. Nonflowering aquatic 

plant
 12. Stakes
 13. Antidiuretic hormone
 16. Make warm again
 18. Light beams
 22. Lethal dose
 23. Terrorist group
 24. Kids love him
 25. Naturally occurring 

solid
 27. German surname 

meaning “man from 
Saxony”

 28. Popular cuisine
 29. Partner to cheese
 30. Type of horse
 31. __ Diego
 33. Defensive nuclear 

weapon
 35. Most shrewd

 36. It may be for 
shopping

 37. Midway between 
south and southeast

 39. A stock of foods
 42. The bindings of 

books
 43. Swiss river
 44. Megabyte
 46. Sammy __, 

songwriter
 47. Dutch colonist
 48. Clare Booth __, 

American writer
 49. Sun or solar disk
 50. Popular type of bread
 51. Transfers of money 

(abbr.)
 52. Association of 

engineering 
professionals

 53. Young women’s 
association

 54. City
 55. Niger-Congo branch 

of languages
 56. Pointed end of a pen

Ludlow hasn’t had very much success 
against Central Mass. opponents so far 
this season. Their only win came against 
Oakmont Regional, 4-2, at Olympia on 
December 30. They also lost on the road 
to Blackstone Valley (4-3), and Lunen-
burg (4-2).

St. Paul, which is a catholic school, 
was formed in 2020 after the merger of 
St. Peter Marian and Holy Name Central 
Catholic.

The visitors from Worcester built a 
2-0 lead during the first six minutes of 
the opening period.

Their first goal was scored by fresh-
man Jack Coleman at the 3:31 mark. 

Two minutes later, junior Curtis Pat-
rick poked a shot into the net past Lud-
low freshman goalie Peter LeBorgne (25 
saves).

The Lions nearly scored a short-hand-
ed goal with 4:55 remaining in the first 
period on a breakaway opportunity by 
senior Ryan Kurtz, but his shot attempt 
was deflected away by St. Paul senior 
goalie Chris Palmero. Kurtz had another 
shot attempt less than a minute later, but 
Palmero made the save.

LeBorgne made several saves during 

the first ten minutes of the second, which 
kept the Lions within striking distance. 

With 1:58 remaining in the period, an 
unassisted goal by senior Luke Martin 
sliced the deficit in half.

The Knights entered the final 15 min-
utes of the non-league match holding a 
3-1 lead. 

After receiving a long pass, junior 
Colin Kreuz scored a breakaway goal for 
the visiting team with 15.1 seconds left 
in the second.

A little more than a minute into the fi-
nal period, Ludlow freshman Evan Dias 
knocked home a rebound shot. The ju-
nior duo of Nick Staeb and Ryan Good-
win were credited with the assists on the 
Lions second goal.

Just like he did at the end of the sec-
ond period, Kreuz scored his second goal 
of the match less than a minute later.

Freshman Evan Waden, who assist-
ed on Kreuz’s second goal, sealed the 
Knights victory with an unassisted break-
away goal in the middle of the third pe-
riod.

Late in the game, a shot taken by 
Ludlow sophomore Nicholas Deroin rat-
tled off the post. Another shot by soph-
omore Tannar Severyn was saved by 
Palmero, who was credited with a total of 
16 saves. 

Western Mass. Baseball Hall announces new class
HOLYOKE – The Western Massa-

chusetts Baseball Hall of Fame has an-
nounced the 11th annual class to be in-
ducted on March 7, 2024 at Twin Hills 
Country Club:

Jeff Reardon:   Reardon is a 16-
year MLB relief pitcher, four-time All-
Star, and 1987 World Series champion 
(Twins).   He notched 367 saves over the 
course of his career, ranking 12th on the 
MLB all-time saves list.   He pitched for 
five different teams during his big league 
career (Mets, Expos, Twins, Red Sox, 
and Yankees).  Reardon grew up in West-
ern Massachusetts, graduating from Wah-
conah High School in Dalton.

Mark Simeone:   Entering his 28th 
season as Head Coach of Springfield 
College’s baseball team, Simeone has 

compiled 484 victories during his tenure.  
He grew up in Northampton, graduating 
from Northampton High School in 1982.  
In addition to coaching at Springfield 
College, Simeone played outfield from 
1982-87 under Charles Roys (Class of 
2022 Western Massachusetts Baseball 
Hall of Fame inductee).

Bob Taylor:   A current and longtime 
resident of Springfield, Taylor played 
16 professional baseball seasons. He 
reached the major leagues in 1970, where 
he appeared in 63 games for the San 
Francisco Giants alongside Willie Mays 
and Willie McCovey.   Taylor played for 
San Francisco’s Double-A affiliate, the 
Springfield Giants, in 1965.

Don Strange:   Strange, a Springfield 
native, played college baseball at UMa-

ss Amherst from 1987-89.   He then en-
joyed an eight-year professional base-
ball career, reaching Triple-A while with 
the Atlanta Braves system.   Don joins 
his brother, Pat (Class of 2021) in the 
Western Massachusetts Baseball Hall of 
Fame.

Earl Lorden:   Lorden served as Head 
Coach at Turners Falls before taking the 
helm as Head Coach at UMass Amherst 
from 1948-1966.   He won 189 games 
during this span, ranking third on UMa-
ss’s all-time wins list.   Lorden was a 
continuous supporter of UMass baseball 
until his passing in 1984 at the age of 
87.

1942 Turners Falls State Champion-
ship Team:  A true underdog team of 15 
players that won the 1942 Massachu-

setts State Championship well before 
population-based divisions were institut-
ed. Their undefeated regular season was 
shortened by gas rationing during World 
War II before defeating Arlington in the 
championship game at Fenway Park by 
a score of 5-4.   The team induction co-
incides with the individual induction of 
their head coach, Earl Lorden.

Ron Chimelis (Garry Brown Sports 
Media Award):   A long time columnist 
and sports reporter for the Springfield 
Republican, Chimelis served as Red Sox 
beat reporter during their 2004, 2007, 
and 2013 World Series championship 
seasons.   He will be the second recipi-
ent of the Garry Brown Award, the first 
of which was posthumously awarded to 
Garry Brown in 2023.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

Tanner Severyn gets ready to shoot.

Peter LeBorgne holds steady in net 
watching the action.

HOCKEY from Page 9
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OBITUARIES

DEATH 
NOTICES
Robert “Bob” 

Johnston
Died Jan. 23, 2024

Services
Jan. 31, 2024

Ludlow Funeral 
Home

Idalina “Lena” 
(Santos) Oliveira

Died on
Jan. 22, 2024

Services 
Jan. 27, 2024

Ludlow Funeral
 Home

NEW SALEM - 
Robert “Bob” Johnston 
of New Salem passed 
away in his sleep at 
Cooley Dickinson Hos-
pital in Northampton 
in the early morning 
of Tuesday Jan. 23, his 
wife Paula at his side.

 He is survived by 
his wife, Paula (Daniels) John-
ston of New Salem; his son, Kyle 
Johnston of Pownal, Maine; his 
sister, Janis Santos of Ludlow, 
and her children Mark Santos 
of Ludlow and his wife Alice, 
Jeff Santos of Ludlow and his 
wife Mary, and Kim Santos of 
Greensboro, North Carolina; and 
his two step-daughters and their 
children: Stacey Read of Am-
herst and her children Christo-
pher, Cassidi, and Matthew, and 
Lindsay Read of Amherst and 
her children Lola and Read. He 
was predeceased by his brother 
Richard. 

Born in 1947, Robbie, as he 
was called by his sister Janis, 
was the youngest child of Grace 
Premo and Norman Johnston, 
and spent his youth in a house 
built by his father on Haviland 
Pond in Ludlow. Together, he 
and Janis would hunt bullfrogs, 
catch fish, and swim from their 
beach to the island in the middle 
of the pond. They spent summers 
on the Maine coast. He loved 
sports and would play hockey, 
baseball, and football with his 
friends. He would go on to play 
football for Ludlow High School. 
His first car was a 1965 Mustang. 
He was drafted into the Army in 
1967 and served in Vietnam with 
the Army Signal Corps before 
being stationed in Germany. 

He was honorably discharged 
in 1970, having achieved the 
rank of Sergeant. From his time 
in the Army, he learned team-
work, discipline, and how to fall 
asleep quickly, eat quickly, and 
appreciate Bavarian lager. Upon 
leaving the Army, Bob attended 
Westfield State College. After 
graduating with a degree in bi-
ology, he began a long career in 
education, working first for Head 
Start in Chicopee and then Job 
Corps at Westover Air Reserve 
Base, where he would found 
and direct Prime Time, an eve-

ning program to help 
young mothers earn 
their G.E.D. He would 
go on to teach biolo-
gy at West Springfield 
High School and lat-
er AP biology at his 
alma mater, Ludlow 
High School. While 
teaching at Ludlow 

High School, he was the facul-
ty advisor to Students Against 
Destructive Decisions, and was 
nominated for and received the 
2011 Harvard Club Excellence in 
Teaching Award. He was an As-
sistant Coach for his son’s team 
with the Ludlow Hockey Associ-
ation. 

In 2011, Bob retired with his 
wife Paula to a peaceful country 
home in New Salem. Bob was a 
warm, kind, quiet man, a devoted 
husband, a caring father, grand-
father, and brother, and a friend 
to many. He loved animals and 
nature and enjoyed watching the 
Yankees, Giants, and Bruins, 
cooking, tending to the wood 
stove, and taking walks around 
the Quabbin. In his retirement, 
he and Paula traveled up and 
down the east coast, from Tampa 
to Ogunquit. His father, Norman, 
had immigrated to Ludlow from 
Montrose, Scotland, and Bob felt 
connected to and proud of his 
Scottish ancestry: on special oc-
casions, including his wedding, 
he would array himself in kilt, 
sporran, and sgian-dubh, and he 
was known to be an occasion-
al connoisseur of a wee glass of 
the nation’s eponymous libation. 
He passed these traditions on to 
his son. He will be missed by all 
who knew him. 

Calling hours will be held on 
Wed. Jan. 31 from 4 to 6 p.m. at 
Ludlow Funeral Home, 432 East 
Street, Ludlow. A private buri-
al service at the Massachusetts 
Veterans Memorial Cemetery at 
Agawam will follow at a later 
date.

In lieu of flowers, please 
make donations to the Robert J. 
Johnston Memorial Scholarship 
Fund at LUSO Credit Union, 599 
East Street, Ludlow, MA 01056.  

For addition information 
please visit ludlowfuneralhome.
com

LUDLOW — Idalina 
“Lena” (Santos) Olivei-
ra, 98, of Ludlow, passed 
away peacefully at home 
on Jan. 22, 2024. 

Born in Ludlow, one 
of nine children of Anibel 
and Anna (De Fonseca) 
Santos, she was a 1943 
graduate of Ludlow High 
School and was a member of 
the former Our Lady of Fatima 
Women’s Guild. 

During and after WWII, 
Lena was employed at Sickles, 
Corp. in Chicopee and later at 
the former Convenient Corner in 
Ludlow at the corner of Holyoke 
and Cady Streets, but her great-
est accomplishment was raising 
her 3 sons. She was happiest 
when spending time with her 
family and friends and especial-
ly when playing cards with her 
sisters. 

Lena was the beloved wife of 
the late Alvaro Oliveira who pre-
deceased her in 1967; a devoted 
mother to Richard Oliveira and 
wife Carol of Ludlow, Robert 
Oliveira and husband Rodney of 

FL, and Russell Ol-
iveira of Ludlow; a 
loving grandmother 
to Jacob and Geor-
gina Oliveira; a 
dear sister to Sid 
Tarbox, and the late 
Carlos “Charlie” 
Santos, Mickey Sil-
va, Morris Santos, 

Simon Santos, Terry Harasik, 
Julia Gajewski, and Hilda Be-
lisle; and also leaves behind her 
sister-in-law Virginia Cretella, 
many loved nieces, nephews, 
extended family members, and 
dear friends including Christine 
Bastek. 

Funeral services for Lena 
will be held on Sat., Jan. 27. 
Visiting hours are from 9:30-
11:00am in Ludlow Funeral 
Home followed by procession to 
St. Aloysius Cemetery for burial.

Due to allergy and health 
concerns, Lena’s family has re-
quested that no flowers be sent 
for the services. In lieu of flow-
ers, please make donations in her 
memory to Friends of the Lud-
low Senior Center.

Robert “Bob” Johnston Idalina “Lena” (Santos) Oliveira, 98

Turley Publications 
offers two types of 

obituaries.

One is a free, brief 
Death Notice listing 

the name of deceased, 
date of death and 

funeral date and place.

The other is a Paid 
Obituary, costing 
$225, which allows 
families to publish 

extended death notice 
information of their 
own choice and may 
include a photograph. 

Death Notices & 
Paid Obituaries 

should be
submitted through a 

funeral home to:
obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made 
only when the family

provides a death certificate 
and must be pre-paid.

Obituary 
Policy
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LUDLOW MEMORIAL COMPANY INC.
Celebrating over 60 Years in Business ~ The Trusz Family

❖ Benches ❖ Statues ❖ Monuments ❖ Custom Design Work
❖ Plot Maintenance ❖ Bronze Plaques ❖ Cleaning ❖ Markers ❖ Vases 

❖ On-Site Lettering ❖ Restorations ❖ Cemetery Signage ❖ Granite Signs
201 East St., Ludlow, MA 01056 ❖ www.ludlowmemorialcompany.com

413-589-7564 Office ❖ 413-589-7588 Fax ❖ 413-531-5360
MEMORIALS

haluchsmemorials.com
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Granite Benches
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RAY HALUCH INC.
1014 Center St  ❙  Ludlow, MA  ❙  583-6508

SUBMISSIONS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME
Send your Engagement, Wedding and Birth

announcements to 
register@turley.com • 413.283.8393

By Nick Boonstra
Staff Writer

nboonstra@turley.com

EASTHAMPTON – State 
Rep. Dan Carey (D-2nd Hamp-
shire) announced his intention 
to run to be the next Hampshire 
County Clerk of Courts after the 
incumbent, Harry Jekanowski, 
Jr., decided not to seek a sixth 
term.

Carey, who has served in 
the state legislature since 2018, 
will formally announce his can-
didacy at an event at the Hotel 
Northampton at 10 a.m. on Sat-
urday, Feb. 17, according to a 
press release from his campaign.

Clerks of Courts are coun-
ty-level elected officials that 
serve six-year terms as the ad-
ministrative head of their coun-
ty’s Superior Court, overseeing 
tasks such as the scheduling of 
cases and the handling of evi-
dence.

Carey said of Jekanowski, 
“Harry’s been there a long time 
and done such an amazing job.” 
Jekanowski, also a Democrat, 
has served as Hampshire County 
Clerk of Courts since 1994.

Carey announced his cam-
paign event soon after word of 
Jekanowski’s retirement became 
public. He said his decision 
to pursue the seat came after 
a number of individuals in the 
county encouraged him to do 
so ahead of Jekanowski’s an-
nouncement.

Carey added that he has al-
ready received positive feed-
back from the community since 
announcing his intention to run. 
“I’ve really been humbled by all 
the support already,” he said.

Looking back over his six 

years on Beacon Hill, Carey 
highlighted the opportunity to 
work directly with his constitu-
ents as the most rewarding part 
of the job. “It has been a tremen-
dous privilege for me to serve as 
State Representative serving the 
people of Easthampton, South 
Hadley, Hadley, and Granby,” he 
said in his campaign’s press re-
lease.

Nevertheless, he made clear 
that he was still focused on fin-
ishing his term strong, saying 
that there was plenty to do this 
year and that he was excited 
about it.

A move to the Hampshire 
County Superior Court would be 
something of a homecoming for 
Carey, who previously served 
as an Assistant District Attorney 
and a District Court Administra-
tor, and who currently serves on 
the House Judiciary Committee. 

“I used to work in that court-
house, so I’m very familiar,” he 
said.

Drawing from his firsthand 
experience, Carey said he in-
tended to make modernization 
an important part of his work 
as Clerk of Courts should he be 
elected. Echoing comments from 
Governor Maura Healey in her 
recent State of the Common-
wealth address, Carey said that 
“government should make things 
easier for people, not harder.”

“I see across government and 
the judiciary the move towards 
electronic and digital services,” 
he said. He went on to say that 
he wanted to make sure that the 
Hampshire County Superior 
Court was keeping up with these 
changes and remaining accessi-

State Rep. Carey to run for 
Clerk of Courts

Please see CAREY, Page 15
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Wilbraham Men’s Glee Club to 
begin rehearsals

WILBRAHAM – The Wil-
braham Men’s Glee Club began 
rehearsals for the 2024 concert 
season at Christ The King Luther-
an/Episcopal Church, Wilbraham 
at 7 p.m. Rehearsals will continue 
each Monday thereafter at Christ 
The King Lutheran/Episcopal 
Church at 7 p.m. until local per-
formances in late April.  

The chorus is conducted by 

Ray Drury and accompanied by 
Marcia Jackson. Drury has se-
lected a varied program for Men’s 
voices consisting of contempo-
rary works, folksongs, pop tunes 
and sea shanteys.

Interested singers should be 
able to “carry a tune” and be will-
ing to pay a nominal fee for sheet 
music. No audition is required. 
Hope to see you there!
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Do you have a local event or activity to pub-
licize? Please send the information as either a 
Word doc or plain (no bold text or other format-
ting) email text (no PDFs, please and do not use 
all uppercase (i.e. UPPER CASE) by 5 p.m. Friday. 
At least two weeks prior to the event is encour-
aged. Send your community events to pressre-
leases@turley.com. 

ONGOING
SENIOR BINGO: Hosted by the Indian Or-

chard Citizens Council 3:30-5 p.m. every Mon-
day. Free to play with great prizes. For more in-
formation, call 413-209-8240.

THRIFT SHOP: Now open at St. Gregory Ar-
menian Church, 135 Goodwin Street, Indian 
Orchard, 9:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. every Saturday 
offering quality items at affordable prices. Gen-
tly- used clothing and accessories, household 
items, books, children’s items, collectors’ items 
and more are available. For more information, 
call the church office at 413-543-4763.

CHESS CLUB: Open to residents of all sur-
rounding communities 5:30 p.m. every Tuesday 
at the Indian Orchard Citizens Council, 117 Main 
St. For more information, contact the IOCC at 
413- 209-8240 or indianorchardcitizenscoun-
cil@gmail.com or stop in during operating hours. 
Follow the IOCC on Facebook and Instagram.

LUDLOW SENIOR CENTER 55 AND OVER CO-
ED VOLLEYBALL LEAGUE: At East Street School 
on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 5:30-7:30 p.m. 
the cost to take part is $5 per year. For more 
information contact Maria Ardolino, activities di-
rector at activity@ludlow.ma.us or call 413-583-
3564.

AQUACISE AT THE CLUB: The Ludlow Com-
munity Center/Randall Boys & Girls Club, at 
91 Claudias Way, continues to offer Aquacise 
throughout the week. Aquacise is a low-impact, 
full-body workout performed in the water to put 
less stress on your joints and muscles while 
building strength. Classes are open to all mem-
bers with pool-inclusive memberships and do 
not require prior registration. Classes are held 
8:30-9:15 a.m., Tuesdays, Wednesdays and 
Thursdays. For questions, call 413-583-2072, 
ext. 124.

SUPPORT FOR FAMILY MEMBERS: The Mi-
chael J. Dias Support Group meets 6-7:15 p.m. 
on the second and fourth Tuesday of the month 
at Our Lady of Fatima Parish Center. Education, 
resources, peer support, and hope for parents 
and family members coping with a loved one 
with a substance use disorder. Anyone needing 
help is welcome to attend. Masks are required 
and we will be seated six feet apart. For more 
information, call Maureen at 413-563-6226.

H.O.P.E. RECOVERY GROUP: Having Our 
Pathways Encouraged meetings are for those 
who have experience with addictions, grief, 
anxiety and depression, (including anxiety and 
depression due to COVID-19) and for loved ones 
who might need help in their recovery. This 
group is also for those who can help lead others 
in their recovery by example. This meeting in no 
way replaces professional therapies. It is a time 
for sharing strength, encouragement and hope. 
No fees. Bring your own non-alcoholic beverage. 
Pre-packaged snacks are available. Small group 
structure based on basic Christian principles, 
concept, purposes and confidentiality. COVID-19 
guidelines are observed. Masks required. 6:30-
8 p.m. every Monday at Fellowship Hall in Faith 

Community Chapel, 485 East Street in Ludlow. 
Parking lot behind Chapel. Fellowship Hall en-
trance at back of Chapel. Seating is limited. To 
reserve yours, call 413- 519-4591.

QUABBIN VALLEY TWIRLERS If you missed 
the first lessons in the fall, now is the time to 
give yourself a gift of dancing enjoyment for the 
coming holiday time. Do you want some exer-
cise, mental acuity, and lots of fun with great 
people? Try our national folk dance, square 
dancing with the Quabbin Valley Twirlers. They 
dance in Belchertown and Ludlow with Sunday 
and Wednesday evenings available. For more 
information, call Gloria or Fran at 413-467-
3352. 

BIBLE STUDY: A weekly Bible study led by 
Ludlow resident Hank Bastos takes place at 7 
p.m. on Wednesdays at 485 East St., Ludlow. 
Call 413-348-6487 for more information.

SHARE YOUR SIGHT: Volunteer to read, shop 
or walk with a blind or vision impaired person 
in your community. Call the Massachusetts As-
sociation for the Blind and Visually Impaired at 
1-888-613-2777 for details.

UPCOMING
LUDLOW KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS COUN-

CIL 3535 will show the Catholic movie “Berna-
dette”, a two hour film, on Saturday, Feb. 17, at 
2 p.m. at St. Elizabeth’s Parish Hall. Our Lady 
of Lourdes appears to Bernadette Soubirous in 
1858 in Lourdes, France. Come see why this 
town of 15,000 receives 3 million visitors each 
year. All are welcome. Bring the family. Admis-
sion, popcorn, and soft drinks are free.

DIRECTORY
FAITH COMMUNITY CHAPEL
A Church of the Nazarene

485 East St. Ludlow, MA 01056 413-583-7875
Email: faithcommunitychapel8@gmail.com 

faith- communitychapel.org
Lead Pastor: Reverend Lisa Morrison

Associate Pastor: Gary Coombs
Sunday Services:

Discipline Groups 9:45 a.m. WorshipService11 a.m.
and Facebook Live Stream

OTHER PROGRAMS
MONDAYS at 6:30 p.m. H.O.P.E. Meeting Recovery 

meetings for those with addictions, anxiety, and grief
SMC. Call 413-519-4591

TUESDAYS at 7 p.m. ZOOM Bible Study WEDNESDAYS 
at 7 p.m. Ludlow Christian Fellowship Meeting

Hank Bastos, Leader, 413-348-6487
SMC and Facebook Live Stream ludlowfellowship.org

FRIDAYS Children’s After School Club
(pre K through teens) 5-6:30 p.m.

Church Fellowship Hall
SATURDAYS at 10 a.m. Ecumenical Prayer Meeting

THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST 
OF LATTER DAY SAINTS

584 West St., Ludlow
413-583-8454

S Sunday services 
Sacrament Meeting 10- 11 A.M.

Sunday school for adults, Young single adults( 18-30) 
and teens ( 11-18 )- 1st & 3rd Sunday of

 the month  from 11-12 noon
Adult Religious/Marriage and Parenting  for Women- 

2nd & 4th Sunday of the month from 11-12 noon
Adult Religious/Marriage and Parenting for Men- 2nd 

and 4th Sunday of the month from 11-12 noon
Classes for Single Adults(18-30)- 2nd & 4th Sunday 

of the month -11- 12 noon
Classes for Young Men( 11-18)- 2nd & 4th Sunday

 of the month 11-12 noon   
Classes for Young Women ( 11-18)- 2nd & 4th Sunday 

of the month - 11-12 noon
Children’s classes: Sunday school & singing time 

every Sunday( 3-10 )  11- 12 noon
Nursery providedfor ages 18 month- 3 yr

CHRIST THE KING CHURCH
41 Warsaw Ave., Ludlow

413-583-2630
Pastor Rev. Raymond A. Soltys

Saturday Vigil Masses – 5 p.m. and 6:30 p.m.
Sunday Masses – 7:30 a.m.; 8:45 a.m. (Polish); 

10 a.m. and 11:15 a.m.
Sunday Evening Mass – 5:30 p.m.

ST. ELIZABETH PARISH
191 Hubbard St., Ludlow

413-583-3467
Pastor – Rev. Msgr. Homer P. Gosselin
In Residence – Rev. Norman Bolton

Deacons: Normand Grondin, Thomas Rickson, 
Keith Davies  

Office Hours: Monday – Friday 8 a.m.-4 p.m.
stelizabethludlow.org

Like us on Facebook   Follow us on Instagram   
Check out our Parish App

Wednesday, Oct. 4, - Daily Mass - 7:30 a.m. (C), 
Eucharistic Adoration - 8:15 a.m. (C), Youth Group 

- 3:30 p.m. (JR), Holy Mother Choir - 5:15 p.m. 
(C), Confirmation Class - 5:30 p.m. (JR), Scouts - 
6 p.m. (FLBH), High School Pizza & Prayer - 6:30 
p.m. (ER), Scouts - 7 p.m. (JR), Meat pie Orders 

- 8:30 a.m. – 4p.m. 
Thursday, Oct. 5, - Daily Mass - 7:30 a.m. (C), 

Knights of Columbus - 6 p.m. (JR), Liturgy 
Committee - 6:30 p.m. (ZR), Knights of Columbus 
Honor Guard - 7 p.m. (FLBH), Meat pie Orders - 

8:30 a.m. - 4p.m. 
Friday, Oct.  6, - Daily Mass - 7:30 a.m. (C), Meat 

pie Orders - 8:30 a.m. – 4p.m. 
Saturday, Oct.  7, - Confessions - 2:30 p.m. (C), 
Mass - 4 p.m. (C), Eucharistic Adoration - 2 p.m. 

(C)
Sunday, - Oct.  8, - Mass - 7:30 a.m. (C), Mass - 
9:15 a.m. (C), Mass - 11 a.m. (C), Mass - 5 p.m. 

(C), 
Monday, Oct.  9, - Daily Mass -7:30 a.m. (C), 

Ladies Auxiliary of the K of C - 1 p.m. (ER), Meat 
pie Orders - 8:30 a.m. - 4p.m.

Tuesday, Oct.  10, - Daily Mass - 7:30 a.m. (C), 
Spaghetti Supper - 4:30 p.m. (FLBH), Bereave-
ment Support Group - 6:30 p.m. - (ER), St. Rita 

Choir - 6:30 p.m. (C), Meat pie Orders - 8:30 a.m. 
- 4p.m.

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION CHURCH
25 Parker St, Indian Orchard,

413-543-3627 
Very Rev. Piotr Calik

Office Hours: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, 
Thursday, 9 a.m. —1 p.m.

CLOSED FRIDAY
MASS SCHEDULE

Saturday Vigil Mass: 4:15 p.m.
Sunday Mass; 8:45 a.m. (English), 10 a.m. (Polish)

Weekday Mass: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thurs-
day – 7:45 a.m. (English)

First Friday Mass: 5:30 p.m. (Polish/English)
First Saturday Mass: 9 a.m. (Polish/English)

Confessions: Saturday - 3:15–4 p.m.

STS. PETER AND PAUL UKRAINIAN 
CATHOLIC CHURCH

45 Newbury St.
Ludlow, MA 01056

Phone: 413-583-2140
Pastor: Father Andriy Krip

Liturgy schedule:
Wednesday 9 a.m., Friday 9 a.m.

Rosary for Peace in Ukraine
  on Wednesday at 6 p.m.

OUR LADY OF FATIMA PARISH
438 Winsor St., Ludlow

413-583-2312
Father Pedro DeOlivera

Office hours: Monday - Thursday 9:00  a.m.
to 5:00 p..m.,  closed 1:00 p.m.-2:00 p.m.

Sunday Masses – 9 a.m. (Portuguese); 
11 a.m. (English)

Monday and Wednesday Morning 
Masses – 8:30 a.m. (Portuguese) 

Tuesday and Friday Masses – 5:30 p.m. (Portuguese)
Saturday Vigil Mass – 4 p.m. (English)

First Saturday of the Month – 8:30 a.m. 
For more information, visit 
ourladyoffatimaparish.org. 

FIRST CHURCH IN LUDLOW
859 Center St., Ludlow

413-583-3339
Reverend Dorothy Borden, Pastor

Office hours Monday & Wednesday 9 am -3 pm
Sunday worship service 10 am

 website: www.ludlowfirst.com or
Facebook: www.facebook.com/

first churchludlow/
for complete schedule and events

ORCHARD COVENANT CHURCH
95 Berkshire Street

Indian Orchard, MA 01151
413-543-4204

Revs. Karen and Nick Munn, pastors
Sunday School for all ages, 9:45 a.m.

Worship in person, 11 a.m.
Or watch our livestream. 

See our website for more information: 
orchardcovenant.org.

DATEBOOK Life Is meant to 
be shared

Consider adding becoming 
an organ donor to your list 
of New Year’s resolutions 

  
SPRINGFIELD – Consider adding 

becoming an organ donor to your list of 
New Year’s resolutions. 

“Every nine minutes a new person 
is added to the national transplant wait 
list, which is already overcrowded with 
more than 100,000 men, women and 
children waiting for a lifesaving organ. 
Over 40,000 transplants were performed 
in 2022, a record year for transplants in 
the United States, but many more peo-
ple could benefit from a lifesaving organ 
transplant,” said  Dr. Kenneth McPart-
land,  medical director,  Transplant Divi-
sion, Baystate Health. 

Making your wishes known is easy. If 
you would like to become a donor, your 
wishes can be indicated on your driv-
er’s license, or you can register online at 
www.donatelife.net/register. 

While doing so, let your family know 
about your decision to become an or-
gan donor so that they along with friends 
know and understand your wishes in ad-
vance. 

There are many common misconcep-
tions about donation that persist today. 

Donate Life America  offers the fol-
lowing facts to help you better understand 
organ, eye and tissue donation: 

Fact: Anyone can be a potential donor 
regardless of age, race, or medical history. 

Fact: All major religions in the United 
States support organ, eye and tissue dona-
tion and see it as the final act of love and 
generosity toward others. 

Fact: If you are sick or injured and ad-
mitted to the hospital, the number one pri-
ority is to save your life. Organ, eye and 
tissue donation can only be considered af-
ter you are deceased. 

Fact: When you are on the waiting list 
for an organ, what really counts is the se-
verity of your illness, time spent waiting, 
blood type, and other important medi-
cal information, not your financial status 
or social status. 

Fact: An open casket funeral is pos-
sible for organ, eye and tissue donors. 
Through the entire donation process the 
body is treated with care, respect and dig-
nity. 

Fact: There is no cost to the donor or 
their family for organ or tissue donation. 

Fact:  Information about an organ do-
nor is only released to the recipient if the 
family of the donor requests or agrees to 
it. 

“Deceased donors leave a legacy by 
giving the gift of life after they pass, but 
did you know that this gift can be given 
during your lifetime? As a living kidney 
donor, an individual can live a long and 
healthy life with one kidney while giving 
someone else a second chance at life,” 
said Nancy Dias, BSN, RN, Living Donor 
Coordinator, Baystate Medical Center. 

Baystate Medical Center offers many 
options in living kidney donation. The 
transplant program works closely with 
the National Kidney Registry as a Donor 
Care Center of Excellence to facilitate na-
tional exchanges or kidney swaps, as well 
as voucher donations. Compatible and in-
compatible pairs can donate and receive 
kidneys with one of the many options 
available. Visit the NKR website for more 
information  https://www.kidneyregistry.
org/. 

Baystate Transplant Program offers 
the only Transplant Services in Western 
Massachusetts for adult patients requiring 
kidney transplantation. In 2023, Baystate 
has performed close to 70 kidney trans-
plants, the most ever performed in a sin-
gle year since the program started over 
30 years ago. The program has over 150 
patients on the national transplant waiting 
list and is continuing to find ways to in-
crease access to kidney transplantation. 

Today, more and more people are 
making a difference in someone’s life by 
becoming a living kidney donor to a pa-

Please see ORGAN DONORS, Page 15
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Public Notices
ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3

Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, 
Fridays noon for Monday holidays.

PUBLIC NOTICES
Ludlow 

Conservation Commission
LEGAL NOTICE

The Ludlow Conservation 
Commission has sched-
uled a  Publ ic  Meet ing 
under W.P.A. (M.G.L. Ch. 
131, § 40) in Ludlow Town 
Hall, 3rd floor, Selectmen’s 
Conference  Room,  for 
Wednesday, February 7, 
2024, at 6:55 p.m. for the 
Request for Determination 
of Applicability applica-
tion of Western Mass Relics 
Senior Softball League, 
Inc., for the property locat-
ed at 0 Sportsmen’s Road 
(Assessors’ Map 26, Parcel 
1A). The subject of the meet-
ing is: Occasionally drawing 
water from Higher Brook 
to irrigate adjacent softball 
field.  

Angela Tierney
Chair

01/31/2024

LUDLOW 
CONSERVATION 

COMMISSION
LEGAL NOTICE

The Ludlow Conservation 
Commission will hold a 
Public Hearing under W.P.A. 
(M.G.L. Ch. 131, § 40) and 
Town of Ludlow Bylaws, 
Chapter XV, in Ludlow Town 
Hall, 3rd floor, Selectmen’s 
Confe rence  Room,  on 
Wednesday, February 7, 
2024, at 6:30 p.m. on the 
Abbreviated Notice of 
Resource Area Delineation 
application of Gerald Renaud, 
CA Real Estate Holding LLC, 
for the property located at 40 
Westover Road (Assessors’ 
Map 3, Parcel 110). The 
subject of the hearing is: to 
review the wetland delinea-
tion presented and determine 
if said boundaries are correct.

Angela Tierney
Chair

01/31/2024

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 

The Trial Court 
Hampden Probate and 

Family Court
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758

Docket No. HD23C0294CA
In the matter of: 

Sophia Marie Clark
CITATION ON PETITION 

TO CHANGE NAME
A Petition to Change 

Name of Adult has been 
filed by Sophia Marie Clark  
of Indian Orchard, MA 
requesting that the court enter 
a Decree changing their name 
to: 

Ashton Gabriel LaCroix
 IMPORTANT NOTICE
Any person may appear for 

purposes of objecting to the 
petition by filing an appear-
ance at: Hampden Probate 
and Family Court before 
10:00 a.m. on the return day 
of 02/28/2024.

This is NOT a hearing 
date, but a deadline by which 
you must file a written appear-
ance if you object to this pro-
ceeding.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M Hyland, First Justice of 
this Court.
Date:  January 25, 2024

Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate

01/31/2024

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Hampden Probate and 

Family Court 
50 State Street 

Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-7758

Docket No. HD24P0087EA
Estate of:

Robert Blake Tutty 
Also known as: 

Robert G Tutty, 
Robert Tutty 

Date of Death: 03/27/2006 
CITATION ON 

PETITION FOR 
FORMAL 

ADJUDICATION
To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal 

Determination of Heirs  
has been filed by Joanne M 
Cebula of West Springfield, 
MA requesting that the Court 
enter a formal Decree and 
Order and for such other relief 
as requested in the Petition. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to 

obtain a copy of the Petition 
from the Petitioner or at 
the Court. You have a right 
to object to this proceed-
ing. To do so, you or your 
attorney must file a written 
appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 
a.m. on the return day of  
02/20/2024.

This is NOT a hear-
ing date, but a deadline by 
which you must file a writ-
ten appearance and objec-
tion if you object to this pro-
ceeding. If you fail to file a 
timely written appearance 
and objection followed by 
an affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days of the 
return day, action may be 
taken without further notice 
to you.

UNSUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE
MASSACHUSETTS

UNIFORM PROBATE 
CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Represent-
ative appointed under the 
MUPC in an unsuper-
vised administration is not 
re quired to file an inventory 
or annual accounts with the 
Court. Persons interested 
in the estate are entitled to 
notice regarding the admin-
istration directly from the 
Personal Representative and 
may petition the Court in 
any matter relating to the 
estate, including the distri-
bution of assets and expens-
es of administration.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M Hyland, First Justice of 
this Court.
Date: January 23, 2024 

Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate

01/31/2024

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Hampden Probate and 

Family Court
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103  
Docket No. HD24P0152GD 

In the interests of 
Ezekiel Angel Rodriguez
of Indian Orchard, MA 

Minor
NOTICE AND ORDER: 
Petition for Appointment
of Guardian of a Minor

NOTICE TO ALL
INTERESTED PARTIES

1. Hearing Date/Time: 
A hearing on a Petition for 
Appointment of Guardian of 
a Minor filed on 01/23/2024  
by Vilma Vazquez of Indian 
Orchard, MA will be held 
02 /15 /2024  10:00  AM 
Guardianship of Minor 
Hearing. Located: 50 State 
St., 4th Floor, Springfield, 
MA 01103.

2. Response to Petition: 
You may respond by filing 
a written response to the 
Petition or by appearing 
in person at the hearing. If 
you choose to file a written 
response, you need to:

File the original with the 
Court; and

Mail a copy to all inter-
ested parties at least five 
(5) business days before the 

hearing.
3. Counsel for the Min-

or: The minor (or an adult on 
behalf of the minor) has the 
right to request that counsel 
be appointed for the minor.

4. Counsel for Parents: 
If you are a parent of the 
minor child who is the sub-
ject of this proceeding you 
have a right to be represent-
ed by an attorney. If you 
want an attorney and cannot 
afford to pay for one and if 
you give proof that you are 
indigent, an attorney will be 
assigned to you. Your request 
for an attorney should be 
made immediately by fill-
ing out the Application of 
Appointment of Counsel 
form. Submit the application 
form in person or by mail at 
the court location where your 
case is going to be heard.

5. Presence of the Min-
or at Hearing: A minor over 
age 14 has the right to be 
present at any hearing, un less 
the Court finds that it is not 
in the minor’s best interests.
Date: January 23, 2024

Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate

01/31/2024

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Hampden Probate and 

Family Court 
50 State Street 

Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-7758

Docket No. HD24P0150EA
Estate of:

Donna Jean Hamm
Also known as: 

Donna Jean Harrington
Date of Death: 09/15/2005 

CITATION ON 
PETITION FOR 

FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal 

Adjudication of Intestacy 
a n d  Ap p o i n t m e n t  o f 
Personal Representative 
has been filed by Laurie J. 
Hamm of Springfield, MA  
requesting that the Court enter 
a formal Decree and Order 
and for such other relief as 
requested in the Petition. 

The Petitioner requests 
that :  Laurie J.  Hamm 
of Springfield,  MA be 
appo in t ed  a s  Pe r sona l 
Representative(s) of said 
estate to serve Without 
Surety on the bond in unsu-
pervised administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to 

obtain a copy of the Petition 
from the Petitioner or at 
the Court. You have a right 
to object to this proceed-
ing. To do so, you or your 
attorney must file a written 
appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 
a.m. on the return day of  
02/21/2024.

This is NOT a hear-
ing date, but a deadline by 
which you must file a writ-

ten appearance and objec-
tion if you object to this pro-
ceeding. If you fail to file a 
timely written appearance 
and objection followed by 
an affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days of the 
return day, action may be 
taken without further notice 
to you.

UNSUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE
MASSACHUSETTS

UNIFORM PROBATE 
CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Represent-
ative appointed under the 
MUPC in an unsuper-
vised administration is not 
re quired to file an inventory 
or annual accounts with the 
Court. Persons interested 
in the estate are entitled to 
notice regarding the admin-
istration directly from the 
Personal Representative and 
may petition the Court in 
any matter relating to the 
estate, including the distri-
bution of assets and expens-
es of administration.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M Hyland, First Justice of 
this Court.
Date: January 23, 2024 

Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate

01/31/2024

Town of Ludlow
LEGAL NOTICE

The Board of Selectmen 
opened the Warrant on 
January 23, 2024 for the 
May 13 ,  2024 Annual 
Town Meeting to be held at 
7:30 p.m. at Ludlow High 
School. All Articles should 
be submitted to the Board 
of Selectmen’s Office, 488 
Chapin Street, Ludlow, MA 
no later than Tuesday, March 
5th at 5:30 p.m.  The Board 
of Selectmen will close the 
Warrant on Tuesday, April 16, 
2024 at their regular meeting.

James Gennette, 
Chairman

Board of Selectmen
01/31/2024

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Hampden Probate and 

Family Court
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103  
Docket No. HD24P0153GD 

In the interests of 
Sapphire Rodriguez 

of Indian Orchard, MA  
Minor

NOTICE AND ORDER: 
Petition for Appointment
of Guardian of a Minor

NOTICE TO ALL
INTERESTED PARTIES

1. Hearing Date/Time: 
A hearing on a Petition for 
Appointment of Guardian of 
a Minor filed on 01/23/2024 
by  Vilma Vazquez  o f 
Indian Orchard, MA will 
be held 02/15/2024 10:00 
AM Guard iansh ip  o f 
Minor Hearing. Located: 

H a m p d e n  P ro b a t e  & 
Family Court, 50 State 
Street, 4th FL, Springfield 
MA 01103. 

2. Response to Petition: 
You may respond by filing 
a written response to the 
Petition or by appearing 
in person at the hearing. If 
you choose to file a written 
response, you need to:

File the original with the 
Court; and

Mail a copy to all inter-
ested parties at least five 
(5) business days before the 
hearing.

3. Counsel for the Min-
or: The minor (or an adult on 
behalf of the minor) has the 
right to request that counsel 
be appointed for the minor.

4. Counsel for Parents: 
If you are a parent of the 
minor child who is the sub-
ject of this proceeding you 
have a right to be represent-
ed by an attorney. If you 
want an attorney and cannot 
afford to pay for one and if 
you give proof that you are 
indigent, an attorney will be 
assigned to you. Your request 
for an attorney should be 
made immediately by fill-
ing out the Application of 
Appointment of Counsel 
form. Submit the application 
form in person or by mail at 
the court location where your 
case is going to be heard.

5. Presence of the Min-
or at Hearing: A minor over 
age 14 has the right to be 
present at any hearing, un less 
the Court finds that it is not 
in the minor’s best interests.
Date: January 23, 2024

Rosemary Saccomani
Register of Probate

01/31/2024

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Hampden Probate and 

Family Court 
50 State Street 

Springfield MA, 01103  
Docket No. HD23P0887PM

In the matter of: 
Elsie Soltys

Of: Indian Orchard, MA
Protected Person/Disabled 

Person/Respondent 
CITATION GIVING 

NOTICE OF 
CONSERVATOR’S 

ACCOUNT 
To the named Respondent 

and all other interested per-
sons, you hereby notified 
pursuant to Rule 72 of the 
Supplemental Rules of are 
the Probate & Family Court, 
that the First and Final 
account(s) of Lisa Judkins of 
Sutton, MA as Conservator  
of the property of said 
Respondent has or have been 
presented to the Court for 
allowance.

You have the right to 
object to the account(s). 
If you wish to do so, you 
or your attorney must file 
a written appearance and 
objection at this court on 

or before 10:00 a.m. on the 
return date of 02/16/2024. 
This day is NOT a hearing 
date, but a deadline date by 
which you have to object to 
the account(s). If you fail to 
file the written appearance 
and objection by the return 
date, action may be taken in 
this matter without further 
notice to you, including the 
allowance of the account(s).

Additionally, within thir-
ty days after said return day 
(or within such other time as 
the Court upon motion may 
order), you must file a writ-
ten affidavit of objections 
stating the specific facts and 
grounds upon which each 
objection is based and a copy 
shall be served upon the 
Conservator pursuant to Rule 
3 of the Supplemental Rules 
of the Probate & Family 
Court.

You have the right to send 
to the Conservator, by regis-
tered or certified mail, a writ-
ten request to receive a copy 
of the account(s) at no cost 
to you.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
The outcome of this 

proceeding may limit or 
completely take away the 
above-named person’s right 
to make decisions about 
personal affairs or financial 
affairs or both. The above-
named person has the right 
to ask for a lawyer. Anyone 
may make this request on 
behalf of the above-named 
person. If the above-named 
person cannot afford a law-
yer, one may be appointed 
at State expense.

Witness, Hon. Barbara 
M. Hyland, First Justice of 
this Court. 
Date: December 28, 2023

Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate

01/31/2024

Please check 
the accuracy of 

your legal notice 
prior to submis-
sion (i.e., date, 
time, spelling).

Also, be sure 
the requested 

publication date 
coincides with 

the purpose of the 
notice, or as the 
law demands.

Thank you.
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MAXIMUM EFFICIENCY. EX-
TRAORDINARY performance. 
Central Boiler certified Classic Edge 
Titanium HDX OUTDOOR WOOD 
FURNACE. Call today 413-296-
4320.

HEAVY QUILTED MOVING blan-
kets. 413-238-5966.

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor 
Wood Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titani-
um Stainless Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  
Call (508)882-0178

MISCELLANEOUS
3X SNOWBLOWER for 42” Cub 
Cadet Tractor includes chains, rear 
weights, and usage books. Used two 
times. Paid $1680. 413-238-5966.

4 YEAR OLD MYERS PLOW, 
3 sets of tires with rims 15”, ’94 Jeep 
Wrangler for parts only. Call 413-
967-7118 or 413-658-8513.

A DUMP TRUCK
Cleaning out attics, cellars, garages, 
estate cleanouts, scrap metal removal. 
413-569-1611 or 413-374-5377.

CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish-
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class-
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti-
mate.

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas-
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN
NEED AN ELECTRICIAN? Look 
no further! PJ’s Electrical offers 
fast and reliable electrical services for 
your home or business. Call now for a 
FREE estimate! (413) 366-1703

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

HOME REPAIR & REMODELING 
for all your interior & exterior needs.  
Carpentry, woodworking, porches, pa-
tios, windows, doors, painting, drywall, 
siding, landscaping, clean-outs.  Com-
petitive pricing, References.  Please 
call Brendan (413)687-5552

NAWROCKI HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

Kitchens, bathrooms, replacement 
windows & doors, roofing, siding, 
decks, custom woodworking, drywall. 
Full insured & registered 413-237-
2250 Mark

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys-
tems, sump pumps.  BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569-
1611, (413)374-5377

MEDIATION
MEDIATION UNRESOLVED DIS-
PUTE? Try no-risk ZOOM resolu-
tion. Pay only if satisfied. Certified 
mediator Jeffrey Allard MD, JD. Email: 
manomed@live.com or text 413-
544-8998.

PAINTING
RETIRED GUY

Will paint an average size room for 
$200. Quality work. References avail-
able. Dave 413-323-6858.

WE DO LLC Painting interior, exteri-
or and drywall repair. Resident expoxy 
flooring. We treat your home like our 
own homes. Fully licensed and insured. 
Call WE DO today for a free estimate 
ask for Mac (413)344-6883

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace-
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling.  30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages 
cleaned, Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  
Family owned/operated since 1950   
(413)537-5090 

SNOWPLOWING
SNOW PLOWING

Residential, commercial and business. 
413-388-5854

TREE WORK
DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478-
4212

H & H TREE SERVICE All phases 
of tree care. Call Dave413-668-6560 
day/night.

FOR SALE FOR SALE SERVICES SERVICES

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  MONDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

Call Your Local Turley Publications Sales Representative For Information And Rates On Advertising Your Tax Service Here
CALL 413-283-8393 TO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY!

TAX TIMETAX TIME
20242024

CHANTEL BLEAU
ACCOUNTING SERVICES

For Full Accounting & Tax Service
Registered Tax Return Preparer

413-967-8364
228 West St., Ware, MA 01082 Call For An 

Appointment

The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer.
For more information on tax preparers go to irs.gov.

Call your local Turley Publications
sales representative for information and

rates on advertising your tax service here!

413-283-8393

Personal, Business, Corporate and Partnership Tax Filing

Bookkeeping and Accounting Services
Trusted Experts Since 1995

Specializing in Tax Preparation & Representation
Business & Personal

Visit our Website; www.ajefinancial.com
364 East Street, Ludlow, MA

413-589-1671

588 Center Street
Ludlow, MA 01056

www.ajefinancial.com
(413)589-1671

Personal & Small Business Federal & All States

IRS Certified Tax Preparers
Independently owned  and operated. Over 25 years experience.

1622 B North Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069
www.FastTax-MA.com

Free E-File & Direct Deposit

413-348-2279

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

WE GET RESULTS!

Post your 
job openings 

in our 
classifieds. 

Our 
Classifieds
Get Results!

Buying? Selling?
$$

Read your local 
newspaper online at

www.newspapers.turley.com
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TUNE-UPS

STUMP 
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-
478-4212

AUTO PARTS
4 YEAR OLD MYERS PLOW, 
3 sets of tires with rims 15”, ’94 Jeep 
Wrangler for parts only. Call 413-
967-7118 or 413-658-8513.

BEAUTIFUL RED FLAT COATED 
six month old female mini golden doo-
dle. Looks like small retriever without 
the shedding. Loves people, loves to 
play. All vaccines up to date. $350 to 
a loving family. Call Kelsey 413-218-
1294.

ASSISTANT TOWN 
ACCOUNTANT

The Town of Palmer is seeking appli-
cants for the full-time position of Assis-
tant Town Accountant.
The applicant should have a working 
knowledge of accounting theory and 
accrual concepts along with strong 
organizational, interpersonal, and ana-
lytical skills as well as experience with 
Microsoft Office.  Previous experience 
using MUNIS accounting software is 
a plus. Complete job description can 
be found at https://townofpalm-
er.com/jobs. Please e-mail a cover 
letter and resume to gpotter@town-
ofpalmer.com or via mail to the 
Town Accountant’s Office at 4417 Main 
Street, Palmer, MA 01069.  This posi-
tion will remain open until filled.
The Town of Palmer is an EOE/AA 
employer.

The Norcross Wildlife Foundation in 
Wales is looking for a part-time (16 
hours/week) ADMINISTRATIVE 
ASSISTANT to assist with opera-
tions and office management duties.  
For a full job description, please visit 
www.norcrosswildlife.org or 
email dgugliotti@norcrosswild-
life.org. 

FOR RENT
$925 LUDLOW. Quiet 1 bedroom, 
2nd floor, open  kitchen/living room. 
Parking, on-site laundry. Utilities not 
included. No smoking, no pets. 413-
543-3062.

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, 
or discrimination because of race, col-
or, religion, sex, handicap, familial sta-
tus, or national origin, or intention to 
make any such preference, limitation, 
or discrimination.” We will not knowing-
ly accept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per-
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis.

PETSSERVICES REAL ESTATE

A&M TUNE-UPS
Snowblowers, Push Lawnmowers, 

Riding Mowers & Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

Call Mike (413) 348-7967

SNOWBLOWER &  LAWNMOWER
TUNE UP & REPAIR

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS
All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

Post your job openings 
in our classifieds section.

WE GET RESULTS!
Call 1-413-283-8393

tient on the Baystate Health waiting list, 
an alternative to waiting for a kidney 
from a deceased donor. More informa-
tion about the process of living donation 
is available on the Baystate Health Trans-
plant Program website at  baystatehealth.
org/transplant. 

Transplant surgeons use the latest 
techniques, including minimally inva-
sive surgery, so that patients experience 
a faster recovery and spend less time in 
the hospital. In addition to experienced 
surgeons, the Baystate Transplant Team 
includes nephrologists, nurse transplant 
coordinators, dietitians, pharmacists, so-

cial workers, financial councilors, as well 
as administrative and clinical assistants to 
help guide patients through the process. 
Living or deceased donor renal transplant 
is offered as treatment of end-stage renal 
disease.  

Life is meant to be shared. It takes 
only five minutes to sign up as an organ 
donor at www.organdonor.gov/sign-up. 

To learn more about becoming a liv-
ing kidney donor, call Baystate Medical 
Center’s Transplant Program at 413-794-
2321 Option 2 and speak with the liv-
ing donor coordinator or sign on to the 
Baystate Transplant website at  baystate-
health.org/transplant  for a confidential 
screening process. 

State awards HCC $1.46 million 
to build nursing workforce

training program
HOLYOKE - Holyoke Communi-

ty College and its partners have been 
awarded a state grant worth nearly $1.46 
million to create a CNA (certified nurs-
ing assistant) to LPN (licensed practice 
nurse) training program to help area hos-
pitals meet their workforce needs.  

Earlier this month, the Healey-
Driscoll Administration announced a to-
tal of $3.9 million in Senator Kenneth J. 
Donnelly Workforce Success grants for 
six initiatives representing employers and 
collaborative organizations across the 
Commonwealth.

The lion’s share of that money - 
$1,457,143 - will go to an HCC-led train-
ing program to assist 86 unemployed or 
underemployed individuals transition 
from jobs as nursing aides to positions as 
licensed practical nurses.  

The grants, funded through the 
Workforce Competitiveness Trust Fund 
distributed by the Commonwealth Cor-
poration, aim to increase sustainable 
wage career pathways for Massachu-
setts residents facing employment barri-
ers and improve the competitiveness of 
Massachusetts businesses by enhancing 
worker skills and productivity. 

HCC’s partners in the grant include 
Baystate Medical Center, Baystate Wing 
Hospital, MassHire Hampden Coun-
ty, Springfield Works, and the National 
Fund for Workforce Solutions.

“We are delighted about the Com-
monwealth Corporation’s award to HCC 
and our many partners in this unique and 
innovative career pathway in nursing,” 
said HCC President George Timmons. 
“Healthcare is one of the largest indus-
try sectors in our region, and it continues 
to grow. We hope that this pathway for 
licensed practical nurses will help cre-
ate more family sustainable incomes for 
nursing assistants looking to advance in 
this exciting and rewarding career.”

The multi-stage program will first 
train individuals as nursing aides, then 
help them obtain jobs at area hospitals 
while they continue their training in 
HCC’s LPN program, all the while pro-
viding them with wrap-around support 
services. HCC already has an existing 
framework for CNA training through its 
Jump Start program, which is designed 
for individuals receiving public assis-
tance.

“Every individual in Massachusetts 
should have access to quality job train-
ing, and our employers should have ac-
cess to the skilled talent they need to do 

business,” said Governor Maura Healey. 
“Our workforce is our greatest competi-
tive strength. The latest round of Work-
force Success Grants is another example 
of our administration’s commitment to 
expanding opportunities and expanding 
our lead.”

The grants were announced Dec. 
18 by Labor and Workforce Develop-
ment Secretary Lauren Jones during a 
graduation event at the Boston-area Af-
rican Bridge Network, which received 
$498,655.

To help leverage the state grant 
for the HCC-led project, the National 
Fund for Workforce Solutions invested 
$200,000 to incorporate the voices and 
lived experiences of participants in the 
design of the program to advance equita-
ble employment outcomes.

“This is an amazing achievement,” 
said Anne Kandilis, director of Spring-
field WORKS/Working Cities Chal-
lenge. “Sometimes we focus on the grant 
itself, but the 18 months of hard collab-
orative work that goes into proposing 
something this big is important to lift up 
too.”

According to the Healey-Driscoll 
Administration, the grants are part of a 
strategic investment in the Massachu-
setts workforce to develop programs 
that support individuals facing barriers 
to employment, such as lack of formal 
schooling, language literacy, or past in-
volvement with the criminal justice sys-
tem.

“Investing in our workforce and our 
businesses is investing in the Massa-
chusetts economy and puts the state in 
a position to succeed,” said Lieutenant 
Governor Driscoll. “These grants help 
organizations attract workers who may 
be unemployed, underemployed, or 
experiencing barriers to employment 
and provide the necessary skills they 
need to thrive. These grants will help 
us achieve our workforce development 
goals, expand our skilled talent pool, and 
strengthen our competitiveness.” 

The group is partnering with the 
Northampton Brewery, Granny’s Bak-
ing Table, River Valley Market, Tandem 
Bagel Company, and Puerto Rico Bakery 
II. 

Other grant recipients include the 
Training and Upgrading Fund in Quincy 
($717,220), Cambridge College, Inc., in 
Boston ($436,062), and Cape Cod Re-
gional Technical High School District in 
Harwich ($225,425).
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CLASSIFIEDS

Recycle Your Stuff for 
Cash in the Classifieds

Call or 
use the form 

in papers,
to sell! 

ORGAN DONOR, from Page 12

ble for everyone who walks through the 
door of the courthouse — “folks walk-
ing in usually on their worst day,” he 
added.

His time on Beacon Hill already saw 
the passage of a bill that saw that Wi-Fi 
access was provided in all courthouses 

across the state. 
“That’s the type of area where there’s 

room to add to the good work that Harry 
and his staff have been doing,” he said.

Carey planned to make community 
input an important part of his campaign 
and, he hoped, his work as Clerk of 
Courts. “I want to learn from the folks of 
Hampshire County what they want,” he 
said.

CAREY,  from Page 11

BUSINESS
Turley Publications is liberal with regard to its business coverage polices, but we do have some standards 

folks need to understand. First, local businesses and merchants are just as much institutions in our towns as 
the library and schools. Without them, there are no towns.

We will feature coverage of local businesses that are new, have a major expansion, moving, closing, 
under new management or ownership, celebrating a milestone anniversary, or have been thrust into the news 
realm. Merchants can request that coverage through the editor, or for our existing advertising clients, through 
their ad representatives.

For more information on business coverage for The Register, please email register@turley.com.
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IN THE CLASSROOM

High Honors
CLASS OF 2024 - Nicholas 

A. Aleixo, Emma T. Arocho, Ki-
anna S. Baker, Cole A. Bamford, 
Emma R. Benard, Holden J. Ber-
nier, Enzo S. Botta, Elizabeth Z. 
Braz, Piotr M. Budzyna, Kayden 
M. Burelle, Isabella R. Cabral, 
Conor R. Callahan, Aiden C. 
Carmona, Natalie J. Carreira, 
Elena K. Chaplin, Sofia G. Che-
ria, Juliana P. Coelho, Niko A. 
Coelho, Kayleeana  Colon, Adam 
C. Connors, Logan A. Costa, 
Cameron J. Dawson, Thomas 
P. Deroin, Malina K. Dinis, No-
elle M. Dionne, Kailey A. Dom-
inique, Diogo M. Dos Santos, 
Jayden M. Egea, Emma E. Ellis, 
James A. Ferrara, Michael J. Fer-
rara, Ariana C. Fitzpatrick, Tay-
lor M. Foster, Nina E. Gomes, 
Abigayle V. Goncalves-Korny, 
Stephen J. Goodreau, Evan S. 
Jaworski, Jaden M. Jessup, Alli-
son H. Kehoe, Sydney M. Krav-
ig, Kaitlyn F. Lafond, Kaden R. 
Larimore, Gabriela M. Macha-
do, Gabrielle M. Mariani, Luke 
D. Martins, Rowan E. Mateus, 
John F. McClintock, Sayla M. 
McHale, Natalie E. Miner, Aus-
tin K. Moorhouse, Taylor C. 
Morton, Khruanha N. Naiyanan, 
Matiullah  Nakhtery, Theryn M. 
Pelletier, Gabriella M. Pires, Me-
lia K. Pirog, Joseph K. Poehler 
III, William E. Poirier, Andrew 
T. Provost, Sophie C. Provost, 
Thomas A. Quiterio, Elizabeth C. 
Richter, Amanda M. Riley, Jaydis 
L. Rivera, Rachel A. Roach, Ella 
J. Robak, Idriss  Rozki, Cody R. 
Sanderson, Lexi-Mena T. Santuc-
ci, Brianna C. Saraiva, Anthony 
T. Shea, Benjamin C. Silveira, 
Triston O. Silveira, Avery L. 
Smith, Arianna V. Soares, Mari-
na J. Soja, Kyra I.Sweeney, Tri-
cia G. Thibault, Jessica L. Vau-
train, Caden A. Vilinskis, Mary 
A. Zachara, Darren C. Zaldivar, 
Elizabeth K. Zucco

CLASS OF 2025 - Ariana A. 
Adrien, Ena A. Amoakohene, 
Austin M. Assaf, Ava R. Au-
gusto, Lena J. Berte, Kelsie M. 
Blazejowski, Peyton R. Bren-
nan, Abigail I. Brueno, Mia  Bu-
latewicz, Santiago R. Cadete, 
Delores A. Calvao, Mia A. Car-
valho, Esther S. Coelho, Tay-
lor B. Colberg, Lucas A. Costa, 
Rayanna Y. Craven, Isabel K. 
Cruz, Isabella R. Cyr, Caitlyn R. 
Day, Kate S. Del Negro, Ela S. 
Dias, James J. Dias, Jessica L. 
Dosreis, Sarah R. Dupuis, Lea 
N. Fairthorne, Linda Hilary B. 
Faria, Jack E. Favata, Calleigh 
J. Foley, Lucas A. Franco, Son-
ny C. Freitas, Ryan C. Gomes, 
Ryan J. Goodwin, Nathan J. 
Gravelin, Kiersten D. Harvey, 
Layla A. Higgins, Michael B. 
Kelley, Joseph A. Keroack, Ga-
briel H. LaPlante, Eva M. Lasky, 
Katharina N. Lipior, Eli J. Lip-
son, Cameron J. Markiewicz, 
Griffin D. McCarthy, Owen M. 
McCarthy, Davanee L. McHale, 
Yahye M. Mire, Belen A. Moli-
nari, Hunter S. Monette, Ashlyn 
P. Moquin, Nicholas M. Morace, 
Mary C. Morris, Ava M. Moutin-
ho, Isabella R. Murphy-Rodri-
guez, Ryanna-Kelly V. Musam-
bai, Jason T. Nilson, Kelsey 
M. Ouellette, Ava J. Peczka, 
Gabriella R. Pereira, Ariana L. 
Quaglia, Vincent C. Ribeiro, Ky-
lie S. Roach, Alex G. Rodrigues, 
Kyle D. Rodrigues, Bridget C. 
Schneider, Brianna O. Scibelli, 
Sophia I. Scyocurka, James S. 
Selden-Davis, Nicholas J. Staeb, 
Tristin A. Stephens, Sofia M. 
Szumski, Madison C. Tereso, 
Abigail R. Toomey, Thomas J. 
Wadas, Logan F. Walsh, Sophia 
D. White, Aleksander J. Wojcik, 
Owen G. Wurszt, Cooper W. Zu-
kowski

CLASS OF 2026- Nora R. 
Adams, Sophia M. Alvaro, Emil-
ia M. Alves, Madeline R. An-

drews, Alexis A. Aniolowski, 
Katherine M. Anselmo,Noah A. 
Bahgat, Juliana M. Bartolucci, 
Samantha B. Bertini, Yade A. 
Capkin, Liana M. Chaves, Vic-
toria A. Davidson, Hayden A. 
Delrosario Rodrigues, Jack W. 
Demperio, Edward N. Deragon, 
Gabriel  Di Rosa, Kymani M. 
Donaldson, Joe  Dong, Ethan G. 
Espino, Gabriella A. Fernandes, 
Brady E. Fisher, Carina B. Fon-
seca, Ava C. Friese, Keyana L. 
Fuller, Savannah R. Fuller, Ange-
lina L. Gagnon, Eliana A. Garcia, 
Gabrielle M. Gauvin, Benjamin 
B. Goodreau, Andrew S. Hamil-
ton, Emma M. Henning, Natalia 
E. Houlihan, Sadie C. Housey, 
Spencer D. Huntley, Faith E. 
Keroack, Talyn A. Lagace, Jillian 
A. Lapointe, Michael J. Lecca, 
Mason J. Little, Dylan R. Lon-
draville, Ethan M. Love, Nadia 
M. Machado, Ayden W. Manuel, 
Michael A. Mariani, Damien X. 
Martinez, Dominic J. Martins, 
Kayla I. Massano-Borges, Ryan 
A. Mateus, Madison D. Mathias, 
Catarina R. Mazza, Amanda R. 
Miller, Abigail L. Odiorne, Si-
mon A. Oski, Marcelina W. Pe-
cak, Maddelena E. Pereira, Dan-
iel J. Pires, Samuel S. Pontes, 
Sophia C. Quiterio, Loliana B. 
Rafael, Andrew S. Ray, Cylie J. 
Rozkuszka, Isabella M. San Jur-
jo, Benjamin L. Sanches, Audrey 
E. Troie, Wiktor B. Tylec, Josh-
ua M. Valliere, Zoe E. Velevitch, 
Alyssa J. Vermette, Jacob A. Ver-
mette, Rita J. Vicente, Connor 
M. Walsh, Victoria M. White, 
Sierra A. Williams, Larissa L. 
Wright

CLASS OF 2027- Manahil  
Atif, Helen J. Bessette, Reese F. 
Carroll, Maeve E. Carter, Natali-
na A. Castro, Beatrice F. Chelo, 
Andre R. Costa, LuciAnna M. 
Costa, Payton A. Dersarkisian, 
Evan R. Dias, Crisnaiele S. Dos 
Reis, Eliana G. Franco, Rob-

ert F. Gregory, Layla, P. Hen-
riques, Marissa C. Holland, Ezgi  
Ibas, Celine J. Johnson, Ecem I. 
Karaarslan, Christian L. Kochan-
ek, Evita M. Kopec, Gabriella R. 
Lage, Olivia K. Laing, Geraldine 
N. Larronde, Lucas C. Leandro, 
Isabella M. Leutsch, Sienna R. 
Leveille, Chloe G. Liszka, Vivian 
C. Lonczak, Timothy O. Mag-
gard, Sarah C. Martel, Lilia G. 
Martins, Colin P. McClintock, 
Valentina N. Molinari, Lexi M. 
Monserrate, Riley N. Morais, 
Keon A. Moran, Hayden L. Mo-
rin, Michaela R. Murphy, Krysta 
M. Paulo, Caitlyn R. Peczka, Ari-
anna A. Podmore, Jayden D. Pre-
mo, Adam R. Riley, Madelyn R. 
Riley, Karley I. Roman, Alannah 
G. Saloio, Gabriel C. Santucci, 
Liliana M. Saraiva, Isabella A. 
Seara, Tyler M. Tatro, Cayden A. 
Teixeira, Savannah Y. Vazquez, 
Ava S. Whitney

Honors
CLASS OF 2024 - Dylan T. 

Bernier, Miyah P. Boyce, Julia 
E. Di Rosa, Landon C. Disanti, 
Merrill R. Eldridge, Mathis A. 
Fitzgerald, Desiree M. Francis-
co, Nikolas J. Goncalves, Giana 
L. Hafner, Victoria E. Hamilton, 
Seongho  Jang, Daniel J. Krutka, 
Ryan M. Kurtz, Caden M. La-
neiro, Olivia S. LeClaire, Katia 
E. Marques, Tatiana C. Marques, 
Ashley R. Miller, Jacob T. Mo-
quin, Felicia L. Pacheco, Kather-
ine E. Pearson, Brice M. Pereira, 
Chloe A. Ray, Kayla R. Ribeiro, 
Keely M. Smyth, Nathan B. Vie-
ira

CLASS OF 2025- Lucas 
B. Alvan, Nicholas A. Baillie, 
Caliana J. Blackburn, Made-
line G. Brown, Logan J. Cabral, 
Anabella A. Castro, Eamon H. 
DiVenuto, Sophia E. Dynak, 
Savanna M. Ferrabelo, Domi-
nic D. Fialho, Ava L. Gabriello, 
Matthew R. Ganhao, Michael A. 
Gomes, Thomas C. Graham, Mia 

P. Hurtado, Madison A. Koske, 
Leah S. La Fever, Ethan J. La-
fond, Alexis J. Leab, Ashton M. 
Leary, Audrey C. Magalhaes, 
Adrian J. Martins, Vincent N. 
Mole, Kayliana V. Moret, An-
thony T. Portelada, Alexander E. 
Roy, Michael J. Rubin, Devyn 
R. Skiba, Nathan T. St. Cyr, 
Ethan W. Tenney, Alexis A. Ur-
ban, Gavin L. Vala, Samantha T. 
Vazquez, Michele A. Winslow

CLASS OF 2026 - Yadiel J. 
Acevedo, Dominic A. Before, 
Reese M. Brennan, Grace P. 
Budzyna, Megan N. Burek, Pat-
rick W. Casey, Abigail H. Coel-
ho, Jacob I. Delgado, Nicholas 
M. Deroin, Liam R. DiVenuto, 
Filipe R. Fernandes, Jamison A. 
Forkey, Owen J. Goncalves, Eve 
M. Gran, Brandon E. Hanifin, 
Alexandria J. Holmes-Before, 
Dylan J. Huard, Liliana A. Ko-
lasienski, Taylor M. Kouflie, Al-
lison P. Lewis, Cameron C. Ly-
man, Ean J. Makkiya, Madalyn 
E. Marques, Xavier J. Martinez 
Serrano, Niki A. Mentekidis, Yu-
suf M. Mire, Mason M. Morace, 
Ashlyn R. Mortimer, Gabriel J. 
Pereira, Logan Q. Picard, Liam 
M. Richter, Ethan B. Steigmeyer, 
Sophia L. Sternowski, Alexander 
J. Stupak, Adrian M. Tobiasz, 
Ayden D. Veilleux

CLASS OF 2027-Mehmet 
D. Bayoglu, Liberty J. Carlson, 
Mehiayla R. Chesnis, Leah N. 
DeMars, Abigail R. Goff, An-
drew J. Gregory, Lucas W. Hart-
zell, Tanya E. Hatch, Mariah M. 
Hennessey, Caterin M. Hernan-
dez Marinero, Gabriel J. Iwan-
iec, Kyleigh N. Johnson, Sophia 
M. Joubert, Eylul  Koc, Logan 
A. Koziol, Morgan D. Machado, 
Kobe C. McKay, Rhyan A. Mil-
fort, Michael J. Ouimet, Kylie R. 
Plasse, Giana L. Rivera, Omar A. 
Rojas, Avalee M. Santana, Avelin 
M. Sargent, Kaitlyn V. Stephens, 
Julio A. Velez Alicea.

Ludlow High School Term 2 honor Roll

Local newspapers play vital roles 
in communities across the globe. 
The Information Age has changed 

the way many people get their news, but 
local newspapers continue to serve as 
valuable resources for readers interested 
in learning more about and becoming 
more involved in their communities.

While local publishers continue to 
adapt to the changes brought about by 
technology, the following are a handful 
of benefits unique to local newspapers.

• Local newspapers keep readers up-
to-date on their own communities.
Globalization may be here to stay, but
that does not mean local communities
are no longer home to newsworthy
events. National and international
newspapers and 24-hour cable news
channels can keep men and women
up-to-date on national and world
news, but in many instances, local
newspapers are the only means people
have to learn about what’s going on in
their own communities. Local politics
impact residents’ lives every day, and

local newspapers cover local politics 
extensively.

• Local newspapers benefit nearby
businesses. Small business owners of-
ten connect with community members
via local newspapers. A strong, locally
based small business community can
improve economies in myriad ways,
creating jobs in the community and
contributing tax dollars that can be
used to strengthen local schools and
infrastructure. And local newspapers
do their part by providing affordable
and effective advertising space to local
business owners looking to connect
with their communities.

• Local newspapers can strengthen
communities. Local newspapers are
great resources for residents who
want to become more active in their
communities and learn more about
community events. Local newspapers
often showcase community events like
carnivals, local theater productions
and projects like park cleanups. These
are great ways for readers to become

more active 
in their 
commu-
nities and 
build stron-
ger commu-
nities as a 
result.

• Local
newspapers
can benefit
children.
National
newspapers
may have
little age-ap-
propriate
content to
offer young children, but local news-
papers tend to include more soft news
items than national periodicals, and
such stories typically are appropriate
for young readers. According to News-
papers in Education, students who
participated in an NIE group in Florida
performed significantly better in spell-
ing and vocabulary than nonreaders.

Additional studies have indicated that 
students who use newspapers in the 
classroom perform better on standard-
ized reading tests than those who do 
not use newspapers in class.

Many local newspapers have played 
vital roles in their communities for 
decades, providing a go-to resource for 
local readers and business owners.

The benefits of local newspapers
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